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Introduction
Ratko Mladic, the head of the general staff of the Bosnian Serb Army dur-
ing the conflict in the former Yugoslavia, is seen by many as one of the key 
people responsible for the most gruesome crimes that were committed in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1992 to 1995. 

Mladic has been standing trial for some of these crimes before the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. After being on the 
run for 16 years and on trial for six more, the first-instance judgement is 
being handed down on November 22.

He was arrested in May 2011 in Serbia and sent to The Hague to face charg-
es of being responsible for the genocide of over 7,000 Bosniak men and 
boys from Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in 
several other municipalities, terrorising the population of besieged Sara-
jevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

According to the indictment, he used military force to implement a joint 
criminal enterprise, spearheaded by the Bosnian Serb political leadership 
and former president Radovan Karadzic, aimed at creating a Serb-domi-
nated state.

Mladic, now aged 74, has denied committing genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.

BIRN has reported on the case since Mladic was on the run has continued 
to follow it closely since he entered the courtroom.

As a result, we have produced more than 500 reports, analyses and inves-
tigations. 

Ahead of the first-instance verdict in the case, we decided to compile all 
our articles from the trial hearings into this e-book and make our rich 
archive available in one place to all those who are interested in the fate of 
Mladic and the development of transitional justice in the Balkans.

Marija Ristic
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18 OCTOBER 2017

Ratko Mladic Trial Verdict Set 
for November 22

The first-instance verdict in the trial of the former 
commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, Ratko Mladic, who is 

accused of genocide and large-scale persecution during 
the Bosnian war, will be delivered next month.

Ratko Mladic in court. Photo: ICTY.

The UN war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia on Wednesday 
named November 22 as the date for the first-instance verdict in the trial 
of Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic.

Mladic is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and six other Bos-
nian municipalities in 1992, persecution of the non-Serb population 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the residents of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

He was arrested in 2011 after having been on the run for more than a dec-
ade, and proceedings began in June that year.In their closing statement, 
the Hague prosecutors asked the court to sentence Mladic to life impris-
onment, while the defence called for his acquittal.

His lawyers recently said they will soon ask the court to grant Mladic tem-
porary release for medical treatment in Serbia, after Belgrade promised 
it would offer guarantees that the former Bosnian Serb Army chief would 
return to his trial.
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Mladic, now 74, has had several serious health problems while in deten-
tion and suffered two strokes and one heart attack.

His lawyers say that his condition further deteriorated in May this year. 
They insist that he needs to undergo hospital treatment due to the risk of 
a new stroke or heart attack.

The defence requested in March that Mladic be granted temporary release 
and allowed to go to Russia, but the court rejected the request, fearing he 
might not return.

Vojislav Seselj appeal set for December 13

In a separate announcement on Wednesday, the Mechanism for Inter-
national Criminal Tribunals set the hearing for the prosecution appeal 
against the acquittal of Serbian Radical Party leader Vojislav Seselj for De-
cember 13.

The prosecution will have an hour to present its appeal and the defence 
will have an hour to respond to it.

Seselj has said he will not attend and the court has appointed a legal rep-
resentative for him.

On March 31 last year, the tribunal acquitted Seselj, by a majority vote, of 
responsibility for crimes against non-Serbs in Croatia, Vojvodina in Serbia 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In its appeal, the prosecution asked the court to quash the acquittal ver-
dict, pronounce Seselj guilty and sentence him to 28 years in prison.
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11 OCT 17

Mladic’s Lawyers Demand 
Medical Files, Claiming 

Negligence
Former Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko Mladic’s lawyers 

demanded a full dossier on his medical treatment in 
detention in The Hague, alleging that “negligence” was 

putting his life at risk.

DENIS DZIDIC

Ratko Mladic’s defence submitted an urgent request to the UN war crimes 
court in The Hague on Wednesday, seeking a comprehensive medical dos-
sier on the former Bosnian Serb military commander’s medical treatment 
and threatening action for contempt of court if the demand is not fulfilled.

“It has become clear that medical staff of the [UN] Detention Unit is either 
unprepared or incapable of offering health care needed for protecting and 
maintaining the lives of detainees such as Mladic. An urgent reaction is 
required,” said the defence motion to the court.

The motion accused the Hague medical staff of “negligence”.

Mladic has had several serious health problems while in detention and 
suffered two strokes and one heart attack.

In June 2013, he thanked the Tribunal and its medical staff for “saving his 
life” and “bringing him back from grave”.

But his lawyers say that his condition further deteriorated in May this 
year. They insist that he needs to undergo hospital treatment due to the 
risk of a new stroke or heart attack.

The defence requested in March that Mladic be granted temporary release 
and allowed to go to Russia, claiming that the treatment of his illness in 
The Hague had been inadequate.

The court’s trial chamber rejected the request, saying that Mladic had re-
ceived proper treatment in The Hague.
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The main reason for turning down the request lay in the judges’ belief that 
it was not clear that Mladic would return to The Hague because he had 
been on the run for 16 years prior to being arrested.

His lawyers have said they will soon ask the court to grant Mladic tem-
porary release for treatment in Serbia, after Belgrade said it would offer 
guarantees that the former Bosnian Serb Army chief would return to his 
trial.

Mladic’s lawyers Branko Lukic and Dragan Ivetic also alleged in their mo-
tion that the Hague Tribunal’s secretariat and the UN Detention Unit “re-
fuse to cooperate with the defence”.

They alleged that the Tribunal’s registrar’s office “falsely” said that the 
defence requested all the medical findings for the first time in late August.

The defence lawyers insisted they made the request back in January this 
year.

The Tribunal’s Secretariat announced last week that, contrary to the de-
fence’s allegations, it had provided the complete medical records on Mlad-
ic’s illness and his treatment at the court’s detention unit and hospitals 
in The Hague.

But Mladic’s lawyers insisted this was not true.

“The defence did not receive any health documents from June to October 
this year, although it was entitled to get them,” Lukic and Ivetic said in 
their motion.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia, which allegedly reached the scale of geno-
cide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due next month.
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05 OCTOBER 2017

Killed Serbian Soldiers’ 
Families Seek Details of Probe
On the anniversary of two soldiers’ killings at a Belgrade 

barracks where war crimes suspect Ratko Mladic was 
allegedly hiding, their families asked officials to tell them if 

the investigation has made progress.

Dragan Jakovljevic and Drazen Milovanovic.

MAJA ZIVANOVIC

Janko Jakovljevic and Petar Milovanovic, the fathers of the deceased Dra-
gan Jakovljevic and Drazen Milovanovic, said on Thursday at an event in 
Belgrade commemorating the 13th anniversary of their deaths that they 
want Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic and Prime Minister Ana Brnabic 
to meet them and update them on the investigation.

“Vucic promised us that the investigation will move on from the ‘dead 
point’, but we still don’t know what the prosecution is doing,” Janko Jak-
ovljevic told media.

Petar Milovanovic said that Vucic and Brnabic should explain at the meet-
ing whether they will “do something or they won’t”.

One of the lawyers for the families of killed soldiers, Predrag Savic, said 
meanwhile that Vucic, who was formerly prime minister, told the families 
at a meeting in December last year that paraffin gloves, used for gunshot 
residue tests, had been planted at the barracks.
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Savic said that Vucic told them that “it was done during a military inves-
tigation by one officer”.

“We believed [the] prime minister and we expected that something would 
happen soon after that, that the prosecution would file a criminal com-
plaint against unknown people for murder,” Savic said, N1 TV reported.

The families’ lawyers claimed on Thursday that a special commission 
formed in December 2016 to examine the case had held no sessions so far.

Commenting on the anniversary of the death of the two soldiers, President 
Vucic said that the commission had been working “under great political 
pressure”, without explaining further.

However he said that the commission was now “completely free to work 
and has full support to get conclusions that are accurate and precise”, Beta 
news agency reported.

Jakovljevic and Milovanovic were killed on October 5, 2004, while they 
were on guard duty at the Topcider barracks.

After the murders, the Serbian Army and its military court launched an 
investigation which resulted in a ruling that one soldier killed the other 
and then committed suicide.

But another investigation, initiated by the families, found that a third per-
son killed the two servicemen.

After another, independent investigation, the families claimed that they 
had received unofficial confirmation that the soldiers were killed because 
former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic, in that time a fugitive 
from the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, was 
hiding at the Topcider barracks.

In October 2014, when he was already in custody, Mladic was questioned 
about his possible involvement in the murder of two soldiers, but he de-
nied that he was hiding in the barracks at the time.

Serbia’s constitutional court ruled in February 2013 that the state denied 
the families the right to a fair hearing because it investigated the case for 
eight years but didn’t press any charges.

Each family was awarded 5,000 euros in compensation.

To mark the anniversary of the murder of the two soldiers, peace cam-
paign group Women in Black organised a commemorative silent gathering 
at Topcider on Thursday.
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03 OCTOBER 2017

Serbia Offers Guarantees for 
Mladic’s Temporary Release

The Belgrade authorities said they will guarantee that 
Ratko Mladic will return to his trial at the Hague Tribunal if 
he is temporarily released for medical treatment in Serbia.

FILIP RUDIC

The Serbian Justice Ministry said on Monday that the government had of-
fered guarantees to the Hague Tribunal to allow the former Bosnian Serb 
Army commander Ratko Mladic, who is standing trial for genocide and 
other wartime crimes, to be temporarily released from custody for treat-
ment.

Mladic was previously denied temporarily release in May 2017, when he 
asked to have medical treatment in Russia.

The Hague prosecutors argued that there was a risk he might abscond 
before the verdict in his trial.

Mladic’s lawyers and family formally asked the Serbian government on 
September 5 to provide the guarantees to the Hague Tribunal that are re-
quired in order to request the former Bosnian Serb Army commander’s 
temporary release for health reasons.

He has had several serious health problems while in detention and suf-
fered two strokes and one heart attack. His lawyers say that his condition 
further deteriorated in May this year.

After receiving the guarantees from Serbia, his defence team will file a 
request to the Hague, and the court will rule on it.

Mladic was arrested in 2011 in the village of Lazarevo, near Zrenjanin, in 
northern Serbia after spending 16 years on the run.

He is now on trial in The Hague for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia, which allegedly reached the 
scale of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due in November.
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06 SEPTEMBER 2017

Ratko Mladic Seeks Serbia’s 
Help for Temporary Release

Former Bosnian Serb military Ratko Mladic’s defence team 
asked the Belgrade authorities to provide guarantees that 

he will return to the Hague Tribunal if he is temporarily 
released for medical treatment in Serbia.

FILIP RUDIC

The lawyers and family of Ratko Mladic, who is standing trial for geno-
cide and war crimes, formally asked the Serbian government on Tuesday 
to provide guarantees to the Hague Tribunal that would allow the former 
Bosnian Serb Army commander to be temporarily released from custody 
for treatment.

“We expect the government to give guarantees in about ten days, and then 
we will submit a new request [for Mladic’s release] to the Tribunal to-
gether with the guarantees and medical records,” one of Mladic’s lawyers, 
Miodrag Stojanovic, told BIRN.

Mladic has had several serious health problems while in detention and suf-
fered two strokes and one heart attack. His lawyers say that his condition 
further deteriorated in May this year.

The Serbian government must provide assurances that it will return him 
to custody in order for his request for temporary release to be granted.

Stojanovic said that he sees no reason why the request should be rejected, 
since hearings in the trial are over and the Serbian government will pledge 
to send Mladic back to The Hague.

However, he added that he was sceptical about the possibility of his cli-
ent’s release.

Serbia’s Justice Minister Nela Kuburovic said on Wednesday that his min-
istry has already initiated the necessary procedures to enable the govern-
ment to vote on providing guarantees for Mladic’s temporary release.

Opposition MP and president of the League of Social Democrats of Vo-
jvodina, Nenad Canak, called on the Serbian government not to support 
Mladic’s release.
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“Any kind of guarantee for Ratko Mladic’s temporary release issued by 
the Serbian authorities... would do great damage to Serbia’s international 
standing and our relations with neighbouring countries,” Canak said on 
Sunday, according to Beta news agency.

Mladic was previously denied release in May 2017, when he asked to have 
medical treatment in Russia. The Hague prosecutors argued that there was 
a risk he might abscond before the verdict in his trial.

Nemanja Stjepanovic from the Belgrade-based Humanitarian Law Centre 
NGO told BIRN that despite Serbia’s assurances, Mladic is likely be denied 
temporary release again.

“Many things are against him, most of all the fact that he was in hiding 
for many years and didn’t go to The Hague voluntarily. In these cases the 
Tribunal usually doesn’t grant temporary release,” Stjepanovic said.

He also noted that Mladic himself has credited the medical staff at the UN 
court and the Bronovo clinic in the Netherlands, where the Dutch royal 
family also receives treatment, for keeping him alive.

“He is given the best possible medical care, that not even ordinary Dutch 
citizens have,” Stjepanovic said.

Mladic was arrested in 2011 in the village of Lazarevo, near Zrenjanin, in 
northern Serbia after spending 16 years on the run.

He is now on trial in The Hague for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia, which allegedly reached the 
scale of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due in November.
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14 JULY 2017

Bosnian Serbs Spend €10,000 
on Mladic, Karadzic

The authorities in Bosnia’s Serb-dominated entity 
Republika Srpska have allocated more than 10,000 euros 
this year to support Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic, 

who are on trial in The Hague.

ADMIR MUSLIMOVIC

The Republika Srpska government will make a one-off ‘social assistance’ 
payment of 20,000 Bosnian marks (10,220 euros) to the former Bos-
nian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic and political leader Radovan 
Karadzic, the government’s press office said on Friday.

The verdict in Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal for genocide and other 
wartime crimes is due in December; Karadzic was convicted in March last 
year but his case has now gone to appeal. Both deny the charges against 
them.

The press office said that the money will be paid out according to regula-
tions laid down by Republika Srpska’s State Centre for Researching War, 
War Crimes and Tracking Missing Persons and approved by its justice 
minister.

This is not the first time that Republika Srpska has supported the defend-
ants financially, noted Hajra Catic, president of the Women of Srebrenica 
association, who expressed anger at the support for the two men.

“This is nothing new. The Republika Srpska government has long been 
helping families of criminals and [the defendants] themselves,” Catic told 
BIRN.

Last year, Republika Srpska paid out 20,460 euros to support Mladic, 
Karadzic, former Bosnian Serb interior minister Mico Stanisic and former 
regional security services chief Stojan Zupljanin.

Mladic’s lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic said the money was intended to cover 
the defendants’ expenditures at the UN detention unit canteen, and for 
telephone bills, clothes and other essentials.
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A BIRN investigation in 2013 revealed that by December that year, former 
Yugoslav countries had spent almost 40 million euro of public money sup-
porting war crimes suspects on trial at the Hague Tribunal.

The two countries that lavished the most public money on suspects stand-
ing trial at the International Criminal for the Former Yugoslavia were Cro-
atia, which spent over 28 million euro on three defendants, and Macedo-
nia, which spent an estimated 9.5 million euro on just two men.

At that point, a total of 640,000 euro had been sent from Bosnia and Her-
zegovina to aid indictees, but all of this came from Republika Srpska, and 
went to help Serb suspects.

Money was also donated to families of Serb indictees through a fund called 
Pomoc (Help), although the fund published no accounts to indicate how 
much was raised and how the money was spent.

The chief prosecutor of the Hague Tribunal, Serge Brammertz, told BIRN 
at the time that providing funding for war crimes suspects was not illegal.

Brammertz said that it was “up to sovereign states to decide for them-
selves how they want to spend money”.

But he also noted that many victims of the wars, who often struggle to 
gain compensation, often feel a sense of injustice.
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06 JULY 2017

Bosnian Serbs to Rally for 
Ratko Mladic

A rally supporting the Bosnian Serb military commander 
and urging an end to ‘lies’ about the Srebrenica genocide, 
will be held in Banja Luka on the 22nd anniversary of the 

massacres.

GORAN OBRADOVIC

The demonstration with the slogan ‘Support for General Ratko Mladic - 
Stop the Lies about Srebrenica’ will be held in Banja Luka, the main town 
in Bosnia’s Serb-dominated entity Republika Srpska, on July 11, the same 
day as the annual genocide commemoration in Srebrenica itself.

The rally is being staged by an organisation called Serbian Assembly Za-
vetnici, which said it wanted to mark “the liberation of Srebrenica” by 
Bosnian Serb forces led by Mladic.

“We want to present the truth about Srebrenica and the murder of Serb 
victims before the Bosnian Serb Army and Mladic entered the town. Be-
sides that, we shall point out the manipulation of the number of Srebren-
ica victims,” said one of the organisers, Srdjan Vukojevic.

Vukojevic claimed that Srebrenica has become “a political project which 
has served as an instrument for putting constant pressure on Banja Luka 
for years with the aim of imposing collective guilt on Serbs”.

He said he expected around 300 people to join the rally.

The spokesperson for the police administration in Banja Luka, Marija 
Markanovic, said that a request to hold the gathering in the centre of the 
town on July 11 had been approved.

More than 70 victims of the July 1995 genocide, when over 7,000 men and 
boys were killed and more than 40,000 women, children and elderly peo-
ple were expelled, will be buried at the annual ceremony at the Srebrenica 
memorial site on July 11.

Ratko Mladic is currently on trial in The Hague for genocide and other 
crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the first-instance verdict expect-
ed in November.

So far the Hague Tribunal and the Bosnian state court have sentenced a 
total of 43 people to around 600 years in prison, plus three life sentences, 
for committing genocide and other crimes in Srebrenica.
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24 MAY 2017

Mladic Lawyers Mull Street 
Protests Seeking his Release

Ratko Mladic’s lawyer said they may urge people in Serbia 
to take to the streets and protest in support of their 

demand for the temporary release of the Bosnian Serb 
leader.

5 Mladic’s defenders at the press conference in Belgrade. Photo Medija centar.

FILIP RUDIC

The defence for Ratko Mladic said it may call on people in Serbia to protest 
in support of its demands for the former Bosnian Serb Army leader to be 
allowed temporary release for medical treatment in Russia.

Mladic’s lawyer, Branko Lukic, said on Wednesday: “We have filed an ap-
peal and organising protests is the only next step, as we have no other 
recourse. We must maintain a lawful approach towards the [Hague war 
crimes] tribunal, but if necessary, we hope we can draw people into the 
streets.”

Lukic said the protests would show that Mladic has popular support. He 
did not specify whether they will wait for the court to decide on their ap-
peal before calling on people to take to the streets.

Lukic also said the defence was trying to affect the court’s decision through 
“diplomatic channels”, but refused to explain further.
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The lawyer claimed that his client’s life was in danger “every day” while 
he is being treated in custody at the Hague.

Lukic said that as the trial process against Mladic had finished, there were 
no procedural reasons why he should not be released to Russia on a guar-
antee of return signed by President Vladimir Putin.

“The Tribunal accepted a guarantee from UNMIK when it released [Kosovo 
Albanian politician] Ramush Haradinaj, who was not even sick,” he con-
cluded.

In their submission to The Hague-based International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, Mladic’s defence filed a request for his 
release “under any conditions that the Appeals Chamber considers nec-
essary.”

The former commander of Bosnian Serb Army was indicted for genocide 
in the town of Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia, for the persecution of Mus-
lims and Croats reaching the scale of genocide in six municipalities, for 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo with long-term shelling and sniper 
attacks and for taking members of the UN Protection Force, UNPROFOR, 
hostage.

His trial began in 2012 and he has been in custody since May 2011. The 
verdict is expected later this year.
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23 MAY 2017

Mladic Appeals ICTY Denial of 
Temporary Release

Former Bosnian Serb military leader, Ratko Mladic’s 
defence has appealed The Hague Tribunal decision not 

to grant him temporary release for medical treatment in 
Russia.

DZANA BRKANIC

In a submission to The Hague-based International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, from the defence team of Ratko Mladic, a 
request has been filed for him to be released “under any conditions that 
the Appeals Chamber considers as necessary.”

The defence pointed out that the rights of their client have been violated in 
the decision to reject his request for temporarily release to Russia.

“The defence considers that the Trial Chamber did not properly act and 
brought the wrong conclusions about the facts, which are unfair to the 
accused,” Mladic’s lawyers said in the appeal.

Among other things, the defence states that the Chamber did not explain 
its decision to reject their request.

In March, Mladic’s defence asked the court to release the “Butcher of Bos-
nia” for medical treatment in Russia, because otherwise “it might be too 
late”. After that, the ICTY prosecution responded that Mladic could escape 
if he is released and that his health condition is stable.

Mladic, as the former commander of Bosnian Serb Army, has been indicted 
for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Muslims and Croats reach-
ing the scale of genocide in six municipalities, for terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo with long-termshelling and sniper attacks and for taking 
United Nations Protection Force, UNPROFOR, members as hostages.

His trial began in 2012, and he has been in custody since May 2011.

The verdict in Mladic’s case is expected later this year.
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17 MAY 2017

Russia Slams ICTY Decision Not 
To Release Mladic

Moscow said it was ‘confused’ by the Hague Tribunal’s 
refusal to temporarily release the former Bosnian Serb 
leader Ratko Mladic and allow him to go to Russia for 

health reasons.

FILIP RUDIC

Russia’s foreign ministry criticized the decision of the International Crim-
inal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia, ICTY, to reject the request for the 
temporary release of Bosnian Serb ex-military chief Ratko Mladic to seek 
medical treatment in Russia.

“The refusal to let Mladic, a Serb, have medical treatment is an illustration 
of the Hague’s justice. The Tribunal used to approve temporary release 
of convicts for much less serious reasons,” the Russian foreign ministry, 
according to TASS, said.

Moscow claimed the Tribunal’s decision and its arguments would “only 
cause confusion”.

The Tribunal refused to release Mladic, who is on trial for war crimes 
committed during the 1992-5 war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, because it 
deems the treatment he receives in custody adequate.

Mladic suffered two strokes before he was captured and extradited to The 
Hague in 2011.

Mladic’s lawyers filed a motion to the UN war crimes court in March ask-
ing for temporary release so the former Bosnian Serb general could get 
treatment in Russia.

The motion said that 74-year-old Mladic suffered from a “complicat-
ed and potentially life-threatening condition” and needed treatment to 
“mitigate the effects of six years of detention”.

The lawyers submitted the opinions of three doctors who said Mladic was 
not getting the medical care he needed in the Hague Tribunal’s detention 
unit, which was causing “serious deterioration of [his] health situation”.
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They said that Russia was willing to guarantee that Mladic would return 
to The Hague when asked.

Prosecutors Peter McCloskey and Alan Tieger objected, however, noting 
that Mladic had been a fugitive from justice for 16 years and claiming there 
was a big risk that he might abscond before the verdict in his trial.

“His long history as a fugitive from justice and the severity of the charges 
against him demonstrate the risk he would abscond prior to judgement,” 
McCloskey and Tieger said.

They also said Mladic was receiving adequate care in the UN detention 
centre.

Mladic was arrested in 2011 in the village of Lazarevo, near Zrenjanin, in 
northern Serbia after spending 16 years on the run.

He is now on trial in The Hague for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecu-
tion of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia, which reached the scale 
of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due in November.
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21 APRIL 2017

Serbian Court Refuses to Call 
Mladic to Testify

A call for former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic 
to testify in an appeal against the acquittal of ten people 

accused of aiding him while he was a fugitive was 
dismissed.

VANJA DJURIC

The Belgrade appeals court on Friday rejected the defence’s call for Mladic 
to take the stand and give evidence in support of ten people accused of 
helping him evade arrest while he was on the run from war crimes charges 
between 2002 and 2006.

“This wasn’t officially proposed before this hearing today, so we decided 
to reject it,” said appeals court judge Omer Hadziomerovic.

Defence lawyer Goran Petronijevic argued that Mladic’s testimony might 
help exonerate the defendants.

“He [Mladic] knows best if someone has been hiding him, and who,” 
Petronijevic told the court.

Stanko Ristic, Ljiljana Vaskovic, Borislav Ivanovic, Predrag Ristic, Sasa 
Badnjar, Ratko Vucetic, Tatjana Vaskovic Janjusevic, Bojan Vaskovic, 
Marko Lugonja and Blagoje Govedarica were all acquitted in May 2016 of 
helping Mladic dodge his pursuers.

They had been accused of aiding Mladic at various periods of time be-
tween 2002 and 2006, although they knew that the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia had issued an arrest warrant for him.

They were acquitted because the court found that the statute of limitations 
had expired.

In previous phases of the case, Marko Lugonja, a high-ranking Bosnian 
Serb military official, did not deny that he helped Mladic, although the 
other defendants insisted they did not.

In court on Friday, defendant Stanko Ristic said: “I am innocent.” Others 
also insisted they were not guilty.
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The court will now consider its verdict in the case.

The original indictment alleged that Bosnian Serb Army officer Jovo Djo-
go was the main organiser of the attempts to conceal Mladic, but he died 
during the trial.

Mladic was eventually arrested in 2011 in the village of Lazarevo near 
Zrenjanin in northern Serbia after 16 years on the run.

He is now on trial in The Hague for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecu-
tion of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which 
reached the scale of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising 
the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due in November.
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03 APRIL 2017

Hague Prosecutors Object to 
Freeing Mladic for Treatment
Prosecutors at the UN court objected to a request from 
Bosnian Serb ex-military commander Ratko Mladic for 
temporary release for medical treatment, arguing his 

health is stable and he might abscond.

DENIS DZIDIC

The prosecutors wrote to the judges at the International Criminal Tribu-
nal for the Former Yugoslavia on Monday to contest Mladic’s request for 
temporary release from detention to go for treatment in Russia because 
of a “potentially life-threatening condition”, insisting that the claim was 
unsubstantiated.

Prosecutors Peter McCloskey and Alan Tieger said that Mladic was a fugi-
tive for 16 years and so there was a big risk that he might abscond before 
the verdict in his trial.

“His long history as a fugitive from justice and the severity of the charges 
against him demonstrate the risk he would abscond prior to judgement,” 
McCloskey and Tieger said.

They also said Mladic was receiving adequate care in the UN detention 
centre.

“The defence claims of the accused’s progressive decline under the care 
of the medical team that has been caring for him for years is not borne 
out by the record. Instead, after suffering significant health degradation 
during his time on the run, the accused arrived at the ICTY gravely ill,” 
they argued.

“The medical treatment that followed, as he explicitly acknowledged, 
saved his life,” they added.

Mladic had two strokes before he was captured and extradited to The 
Hague in 2011.

His lawyers filed a motion to the UN war crimes court last month asking 
for temporary release so the former Bosnian Serb general could get treat-
ment at a hospital in Russia.
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The motion said that 74-year-old Mladic had a “complicated and poten-
tially life-threatening condition” and needed the treatment to “mitigate 
the effects of six years of detention”.

The lawyers submitted the opinions of three doctors who said that Mladic 
was not getting the medical care he needed in the Hague Tribunal’s de-
tention unit, and this was causing “serious deterioration of [his] health 
situation”.

“These new symptoms are signs that raise the alarm about the possibility 
of a new stroke or heart attack, which could lead to death,” they warned.

They said that Russia was willing to guarantee that Mladic would return 
to The Hague when asked.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due in November.
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21 MARCH 2017

Ratko Mladic Asks for Hospital 
Treatment in Russia

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic has asked 
for temporary release from detention in The Hague to 

go for treatment in Russia because of a “potentially life-
threatening condition”.

DENIS DZIDIC

Ratko Mladic’s lawyers filed a motion to the UN war crimes court in The 
Hague on Tuesday asking for temporary release so the former Bosnian 
Serb general can get treatment at a hospital in Russia.

The motion said that 74-year-old Mladic had a “complicated and poten-
tially life-threatening condition” and needed the treatment to “mitigate 
the effects of six years of detention”.

“According to several medical findings which we enclose, it is clear that 
Mladic’s health is being impaired by chronic and new threats, which are 
being exacerbated as long as he stays in the prison environment,” it add-
ed.

The lawyers submitted the opinions of three doctors who said that Mladic 
was not getting the medical care he needed in the Hague Tribunal’s de-
tention unit, and this was causing “serious deterioration of [his] health 
situation”.

Mladic has had several serious health problems while in detention and his 
condition deteriorated again earlier this month, his lawyers warned.

“These new symptoms are signs that raise the alarm about the possibility 
of a new stroke or heart attack, which could lead to death,” the motion 
said.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence and prosecution gave their closing statements in his trial in 
December last year.

The verdict is due in November.
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15 DECEMBER 2016

Ratko Mladic’s Trial Hears Final 
Statements

Defence and prosecution lawyers made their final 
comments in the trial of the former Bosnian Serb military 
commander for genocide and other wartime crimes and 

judges adjourned to start considering their verdict.

1 Ratko Mladic and his defence lawyer Dejan Ivetic in court. 

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

The defence and prosecution in Ratko Mladic’s trial made their final com-
ments at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in 
The Hague on Thursday before the three judges adjourned proceedings to 
begin considering the verdict in the case, which is due in November next 
year.

Thursday’s court session saw both sides attempt to refute each other’s 
closing arguments in the four-year trial of the 74-year-old former Bos-
nian Serb Army general.

The defence again called on the Hague Tribunal judges to acquit Mladic on 
all 11 counts of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, reject-
ing the prosecutors’ claims to have proven his guilt.

The prosecution meanwhile argued that the defence’s arguments were 
based on inaccurate and delusionary interpretations of the facts and dis-
regard for the evidence. It has called for a life sentence for Mladic.
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Mladic is accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995, the 
persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in six other municipalities in 
1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 44-month siege of 
the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Prosecution: Mladic’s Defence ‘Distorts Reality’

“The evidence points to Mladic’s guilt beyond reasonable doubt,” prose-
cutor Alan Tieger told the court as the prosecution mounted its rebuttal of 
the defence’s closing arguments.

Tieger said that the defence’s arguments were based on inaccurate and 
delusionary interpretations of the facts and disregard for the evidence.

“Mladic was not a superman, as the defence says we suggest, but just a 
man who had enough strength to go through Bosnia as if through cheese, 
and used those powers to commit crimes and destroy the community,” he 
told the UN war crimes tribunal.

Tieger rejected the defence allegation that Mladic was on trial “only be-
cause he is a Serb.

He insisted that Mladic’s defence also tried to lay the blame on former 
Bosnian Serb president and supreme commander of the Bosnian Serb 
Army, Radovan Karadzic.

In fact, Karadzic and Mladic were “the key partners in all four joint crim-
inal enterprises [listed in the indictment]”, he argued.

“Jointly they worked on a strategic goal to separate Serbs from Muslims 
and Croats and agreed it was a historical chance to create a Serb state 
with as few internal enemies as possible and the instruments for achiev-
ing that,” he said.

He reminded the tribunal of testimony by defence witness Luka Dragice-
vic, a Bosnian Serb Army officer, who said Serbs were “stronger, better, 
prettier and smarter than Muslims”.

In order to prove that the Bosnian Serb Army, which was under Mlad-
ic’s command, ethnically cleansed municipalities throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the prosecutor quoted Mladic, who once said “there are no 
Muslims in Bratunac” and that “it was a completely Serb town”.

As a proof of Mladic’s “genocidal intention” to destroy Muslims in Sre-
brenica, the prosecutor quoted his statement that “the time has come for 
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us to take revenge on Turks [a pejorative term for Bosniaks] in this re-
gion”.

He also rejected the defence lawyers’ attempt to lay the blame for the per-
secution in the six Bosnian municipalities and in detention camps in 1992 
on the Bosnian Serb police.

He repeated that the Bosnian Serb and police “jointly held the detention 
camps and implemented ethnic cleansing”.

Tieger said the defence’s allegation that the Bosnian Army shot at its own 
people in Sarajevo in order to blame the Serbs as “an insinuation which 
distorted reality”.

He rejected defence claims that this was confirmed by UN peacekeeping 
force UNPROFOR’s commander Michael Rose.

“Rose said he knew of such allegations in the media, but not that those 
allegations were based in truth,” Tieger said.

Tieger also denied the defence’s allegation that Bosnian Serb forces only 
“legitimately responded to fire” that came from the city.

“On the contrary, the entire city was targeted by the vicious shelling and 
sniping,” he said.

Responding to the defence’s thesis that there was no written order issued 
by Mladic to kill all the Bosniak captives from Srebrenica in July 1995, the 
prosecutor argued out that, according to the evidence, Mladic gave the 
order “orally”.

He rejected the defence’s allegations that women, children and the elderly 
were not deported from Srebrenica, but were “relocated in good faith”.

He quoted a Dutch UNPROFOR officer, who said the population of Srebren-
ica were offered a choice between “slow death” and leaving.

Defence: UN Prosecutors Misinterpret the Facts

“In all aspects of this case, the prosecutors have not managed to prove 
General Mladic’s criminal responsibility,” Mladic’s defence lawyer Dragan 
Ivetic told the court on Thursday as he delivered his rebuttal of the prose-
cution’s closing arguments in the trial.

Ivetic denied the prosecution’s allegation that Mladic and his supreme 
commander, Bosnian Serb President Radovan Karadzic, were the key part-
ners in a joint criminal enterprise aimed at creating a new Serb state by 
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conducting a permanent and forced removal of Bosniaks and Croats from 
large parts of territory.

“How could this have been possible, knowing [Mladic and Karadzic’s] re-
lations were not that good sometimesÖ How could they have collaborated 
in a joint criminal enterprise, knowing they did not share the same stanc-
es?” Ivetic asked.

Commenting on the fact that the prosecution included Mladic’s order to 
“clean the Podrinje area [a large area of eastern Bosnia]” as evidence for 
the persecution of non-Serbs, the defence lawyer said the order referred 
to “a legitimate military operation consisting of cleaning up the area, to 
which the prosecutors attached a malicious meaning”.

“One must make a difference between the use of that term in military 
documents and forcible relocation [of non-Serbs],” Ivetic said.

Regarding the prosecutor’s allegations that Mladic and his army could go 
through Bosnia as if cutting “through cheese”, the defence lawyer argued 
that Bosnian Serbs forces’ actions were defensive, not aggressive.

“Mladic and his army could have cut through Bosnia, but he did not do it. 
He defended himself from attacks by the Bosnian Army instead,” Ivetic 
said.

Ivetic said Sarajevo was “a striking practical example of a defended city, 
which became a legitimate target, because [the Bosnian Army] placed its 
capacities among civilians, whom it used as human shields”.

On the other hand, the Bosnian Serb Army “carefully selected its targets 
[in Sarajevo] in order not to bring civilians into danger”, he insisted.

Responding to accusations that the Bosnian Serb Army destroyed mosques 
in the town of Foca, Ivetic quoted witnesses who said the religious build-
ings were used for military purposes.

“When there is an alternative explanation of a certain event, you must rule 
in favour of the defendant,” he said.

Speaking about the accusations that Mladic was responsible for the geno-
cide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995, Ivetic said the prosecutors 
“do not know the timing of a meeting” between Mladic and his associates, 
at which, as they claimed, a decision was made to kill Bosniak captives.

“The prosecutors admit there had not been a joint criminal enterprise 
aimed at killing people prior to that meeting. How could you prove some-
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thing beyond reasonable doubt, when the prosecution says it does not 
know?” Ivetic asked.

The defence sought to disassociate Mladic from an order issued in Sep-
tember 1995, under which he approved the use of five tons of fuel for en-
gineering works in the Zvornik area - which the prosecution claimed was 
actually used to relocate mass graves with the intention of hisingde the 
crimes committed in Srebrenica.

Denying that Mladic knew what the document contained, Ivetic argued 
that “others could use his signature even if he did was not even aware of 
the content”.

Mladic’s defence once again accused Bosnian wartime President Alija 
Izetbegovic of being responsible for the outbreak of the war, saying that 
he “called for jihad” against Serbs.
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15 DECEMBER 2016

UN Prosecutors: Ratko Mladic’s 
Defence ‘Distorts Reality’

Prosecutors at Ratko Mladic’s trial rejected the defence’s 
closing arguments, insisting that the evidence proves that 
the former Bosnian Serb military commander is guilty of 

genocide and other wartime crimes.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

“The evidence points to Mladic’s guilt beyond reasonable doubt,” prose-
cutor Alan Tieger told the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia in The Hague on Thursday as the prosecution mounted its re-
buttal of the defence’s closing arguments.

Tieger said that the defence’s arguments were based on inaccurate and 
delusionary interpretations of the facts and disregard for the evidence.

“Mladic was not a superman, as the defence says we suggest, but just a 
man who had enough strength to go through Bosnia as if through cheese, 
and used those powers to commit crimes and destroy the community,” he 
told the UN war crimes tribunal.

Mladic is accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995, the 
persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in six other municipalities in 
1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 44-month siege of 
the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The prosecution has demanded a life sentence, while the defence has 
called for acquittal.

Tieger rejected the defence allegation that Mladic was on trial “only be-
cause he is a Serb.

He insisted that Mladic’s defence also tried to lay the blame on former 
Bosnian Serb president and supreme commander of the Bosnian Serb 
Army, Radovan Karadzic.

In fact, Karadzic and Mladic were “the key partners in all four joint crim-
inal enterprises [listed in the indictment]”, he argued.
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“Jointly they worked on a strategic goal to separate Serbs from Muslims 
and Croats and agreed it was a historical chance to create a Serb state 
with as few internal enemies as possible and the instruments for achiev-
ing that,” he said.

He reminded the tribunal of testimony by defence witness Luka Dragice-
vic, a Bosnian Serb Army officer, who said Serbs were “stronger, better, 
prettier and smarter than Muslims”.

In order to prove that the Bosnian Serb Army, which was under Mlad-
ic’s command, ethnically cleansed municipalities throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the prosecutor quoted Mladic, who once said “there are no 
Muslims in Bratunac” and that “it was a completely Serb town”.

As a proof of Mladic’s “genocidal intention” to destroy Muslims in Sre-
brenica, the prosecutor quoted his statement that “the time has come for 
us to take revenge on Turks [a pejorative term for Bosniaks] in this re-
gion”.

He also rejected the defence lawyers’ attempt to lay the blame for the per-
secution in the six Bosnian municipalities and in detention camps in 1992 
on the Bosnian Serb police.

He repeated that the Bosnian Serb and police “jointly held the detention 
camps and implemented ethnic cleansing”.

Tieger said the defence’s allegation that the Bosnian Army shot at its own 
people in Sarajevo in order to blame the Serbs as “an insinuation which 
distorted reality”.

He rejected defence claims that this was confirmed by UN peacekeeping 
force UNPROFOR’s commander Michael Rose.

“Rose said he knew of such allegations in the media, but not that those 
allegations were based in truth,” Tieger said.

Tieger also denied the defence’s allegation that Bosnian Serb forces only 
“legitimately responded to fire” that came from the city.

“On the contrary, the entire city was targeted by the vicious shelling and 
sniping,” he said.

Responding to the defence’s thesis that there was no written order issued 
by Mladic to kill all the Bosniak captives from Srebrenica in July 1995, the 
prosecutor argued out that, according to the evidence, Mladic gave the 
order “orally”.
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He rejected the defence’s allegations that women, children and the elderly 
were not deported from Srebrenica, but were “relocated in good faith”.

He quoted a Dutch UNPROFOR officer, who said the population of Srebren-
ica were offered a choice between “slow death” and leaving.

Later on Thursday, Mladic’s defence will respond to the prosecutors’ clos-
ing arguments.

The verdict in the trial is expected in November 2017.
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13 DECEMBER 2016

Defence Urges UN Court to 
Acquit Ratko Mladic

On the final day of closing arguments at Ratko Mladic’s 
trial in The Hague, defence lawyers urged the UN court to 
acquit the former Bosnian Serb Army commander of war 

crimes and genocide.

ICTY Building. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

On the final day of closing arguments at Mladic’s trial in The Hague, his 
defence lawyer Dragan Ivetic told the court that “the only fair and just 
outcome is an acquittal due to the fact the prosecution has failed to meet 
its burden of proof”.

Mladic is accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995, the 
persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several other municipal-
ities in 1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 44-month 
siege of the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Ivetic concentrated his final remarks on the Srebrenica genocide charge, 
insisting that Mladic could not be found responsible for the executions of 
more than 7,000 Bosniaks after Bosnian Serb forces took over the enclave.



- 35 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

“The defence does not dispute that some men and boys were tragically 
killed in acts of personal vengeance in Srebrenica, but those murders have 
nothing with any commander or the intentions of Mladic,” he said.

He insisted that the real truth about Srebrenica will never be known, but 
that the perpetrators of crimes were not acting under Mladic’s command, 
but “avengers”.

Prosecutors have demanded a life sentence for Mladic.

Earlier on Tuesday, the defence refuted the charge that Ratko Mladic’s 
troops terrorised the population of Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege of 
the city.

Mladic’s lawyer Ivetic argued that the idea that Bosnian Serb forces op-
erated a reign of terror was fabricated by the Bosniak authorities to win 
international sympathy.

He quoted a report from the UN peacekeeping force UNPROFOR report 
which said that “the shelling has been significantly reducedÖ but the au-
thorities continue creating a myth that the city is bombed”.

Ivetic claimed that perpetuating the ‘myth’ was so important that the 
Bosniak side “shelled and sniped at its own people”.

Contrary to the accusations, the Bosnian Serb Army was “careful not to 
attack civilians”, he insisted.

He said that the Bosnian Army had an obligation to “separate civilians 
from military facilities”, but did not do that, and indeed prohibited civil-
ians from leaving the city.

Ivetic did not deny that “a large number of grenades” were fired at Sa-
rajevo, but argued that Bosnian Serb Forces responded to Bosnian Army 
attacks from inside the city proportionally.

“A complete cessation of hostilities in Sarajevo was the main military 
goal,” he said.

Mladic is accused of terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 
44-month siege of the Bosnian capital, the genocide of Bosniaks from 
Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in 
several other municipalities in 1992, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence also argued that Fadila Tarcin, the only surviving witness 
presented by the Hague Tribunal’s prosecution at the trial, was severely 
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wounded by a grenade fired by Bosniak leader Alija Izetbegovic’s forces 
and not the army under Mladic’s command.

“It seems as if the prosecution tries to conceal the crimes committed by 
Izetbegovic’s forces,” Ivetic said.

The defence lawyer accused Izetbegovic of being responsible for the out-
break of the war in Sarajevo, reminding the court that the Bosniak leader 
once said that he was “ready to sacrifice peace for a sovereign Bosnia and 
Herzegovina”.

According to Ivetic, Izetbegovic’s forces used the presence of civilians 
in the capital to protect themselves, hiding their command premises in 
shops and post offices, opening workshops for weapons repair in residen-
tial buildings and basements and training recruits in elementary school 
buildings.

Ivetic also said there was no joint criminal enterprise aimed at terrorising 
the city’s population.

He insisted that the prosecution’s allegation that Mladic deprived civilians 
in Sarajevo of humanitarian aid, water, electricity and gas was “a conspir-
acy theory”.

On Thursday, Mladic’s defence and Hague Tribunal prosecutors will be 
given time to comment on the closing remarks made by the other side.

The first-instance-verdict is expected in November 2017.
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13 DECEMBER 2016

Mladic Defence: Bosnian Serbs 
Didn’t Terrorise Sarajevo

In closing arguments at Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial, 
the defence said claims that Bosnian Serb forces under his 
command indiscriminately shelled Sarajevo and sniped at 

civilians were a myth.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

In the final day of closing arguments at former Bosnian Serb military 
chief’s trial at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugo-
slavia in The Hague on Tuesday, the defence refuted the charge that Ratko 
Mladic’s troops terrorised the population of Sarajevo during the 1992-95 
siege of the city.

Mladic’s defence lawyer Dejan Ivetic argued that idea that Bosnian Serb 
forces operated a reign of terror was fabricated by the Bosniak authorities 
to win international sympathy.

He quoted a report from the UN peacekeeping force UNPROFOR report 
which said that “the shelling has been significantly reducedÖ but the au-
thorities continue creating a myth that the city is bombed”.

Ivetic claimed that perpetuating the ‘myth’ was so important that the 
Bosniak side “shelled and sniped at its own people”.

Contrary to the accusations, the Bosnian Serb Army was “careful not to 
attack civilians”, he insisted.

He said that the Bosnian Army had an obligation to “separate civilians 
from military facilities”, but did not do that, and indeed prohibited civil-
ians from leaving the city.

Ivetic did not deny that “a large number of grenades” were fired at Sa-
rajevo, but argued that Bosnian Serb Forces responded to Bosnian Army 
attacks from inside the city proportionally.

“A complete cessation of hostilities in Sarajevo was the main military 
goal,” he said.

Mladic is accused of terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 
44-month siege of the Bosnian capital, the genocide of Bosniaks from 



- 38 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in 
several other municipalities in 1992, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The defence also argued that Fadila Tarcin, the only surviving witness 
presented by the Hague Tribunal’s prosecution at the trial, was severely 
wounded by a grenade fired by Bosniak leader Alija Izetbegovic’s forces 
and not the army under Mladic’s command.

“It seems as if the prosecution tries to conceal the crimes committed by 
Izetbegovic’s forces,” Ivetic said.

The defence lawyer accused Izetbegovic of being responsible for the out-
break of the war in Sarajevo, reminding the court that the Bosniak leader 
once said that he was “ready to sacrifice peace for a sovereign Bosnia and 
Herzegovina”.

According to Ivetic, Izetbegovic’s forces used the presence of civilians 
in the capital to protect themselves, hiding their command premises in 
shops and post offices, opening workshops for weapons repair in residen-
tial buildings and basements and training recruits in elementary school 
buildings.

Ivetic also said there was no joint criminal enterprise aimed at terrorising 
the city’s population.

He insisted that the prosecution’s allegation that Mladic deprived civilians 
in Sarajevo of humanitarian aid, water, electricity and gas was “a conspir-
acy theory”.

The closing arguments continue.
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12 DECEMBER 2016

Ratko Mladic Defence: 1992 
Genocide ‘Not Proved’

In closing arguments at Ratko Mladic’s trial, the defence 
said UN prosecutors did not prove the former Bosnian Serb 

military chief’s forces committed genocide in six Bosnian 
municipalities in 1992.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

Mladic’s defence lawyer Dejan Ivetic told the International Criminal Tri-
bunal for the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague on Monday that the prose-
cutors had not proved that there was a coordinated plan for the commis-
sion of genocide in the six municipalities or that the Bosnian Serb Army 
commander was responsible for persecution and ethnic cleansing there.

Ivetic blamed the crimes that were committed on Bosnian Serb police 
forces and local authorities, over which Mladic had no authority.

“General Mladic cannot be held responsible for actions committed by civil 
authorities,” he said.

Mladic, 74, stands accused of the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which in 1992 allegedly reached the 
scale of genocide in six municipalities - Prijedor, Foca, Kljuc, Sanski Most, 
Kotor Varos and Vlasenica.

He is also on trial for the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995, 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the siege of the Bosnian 
capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

To show that there was no genocidal intention to destroy Bosniaks and 
Croats as ethnic groups, Ivetic mentioned that the non-Serb population 
stayed in the municipality of Srbac until the end of the war.

He also said Bosniaks and Croats made up ten per cent of the Bosnian Serb 
Army’s members at the end of the war.

“Did they commit genocide against themselves and their own families? 
That is illogical, just like the prosecution’s allegations. Therefore you 
must free General Mladic,” he said.
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According to Ivetic, on the contrary, Mladic “absolutely advocated a 
peaceful solution” and “did all he could to prevent escalation of violence”.

“Murders were unplanned incidents, which were neither approved nor 
projected by Mladic,” the defence lawyer said.

He claimed that the non-Serb population did not flee because of persecu-
tion by Bosnian Serb forces, but “chose to leave” due to the war and the 
lack of supplies.

Even if the Bosnian Serb Army moved people from war zones, it was done 
“temporarily”, in accordance with the Geneva Conventions, he added.

“The evidence does not indicate that the local population in the hands of 
the [Bosnian Serb Army] was forcedly deported,” Ivetic said.

Commenting on the crimes committed in Prijedor in 1992, which the 
prosecutors described as an example of genocide, Ivetic said that Bosniak 
paramilitary groups caused the war in the municipality.

The Bosnian Serb Army carried out “legitimate actions” aimed at disarm-
ing the paramilitaries, although some Serbs “overreacted out of fear of a 
new genocide against them, like the one that happened during the Second 
World War, and not because of some plan made by Ratko Mladic”, he in-
sisted.

Ivetic said that the detention centres where crimes were committed 
against Bosniak and Croat prisoners were set up by the Bosnian Serb in-
terior ministry and crisis committees run by local authorities, not by the 
army under Mladic’s command.

Ivetic said that Mladic did not receive reports about crimes against civil-
ians, but only reports on “legitimate actions against the paramilitaries”.

Addressing the accusation that the Bosnian Serb Army buried about 500 
civilians, who were killed during an offensive in the Prijedor area, in a 
mine at Tomasica, Ivetic said it had also not been proved.

“According to evidence, the bodies were not buried by members of the VRS 
[Bosnian Serb Army], but MUP [the interior ministry], who wore similar 
uniforms,” he said.

The defence will complete the presentation of its closing arguments on 
Tuesday , and then both the prosecution and defence will both have the 
opportunity to rebut each other’s statements on December 15.

The verdict is expected next year.



- 41 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

09 DECEMBER 2016

Ratko Mladic ‘Never Ordered 
Srebrenica Massacres’: 

Defence
In closing arguments at Ratko Mladic’s trial, lawyers for 

the former Bosnian Serb military commander said he never 
ordered the Srebrenica mass killings and the case against 

him was systematically biased.

ELEANOR ROSE

Closing arguments for the defence of Ratko Mladic began on Friday at 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, with the 
wartime military commander’s lawyers arguing that the “unfortunate 
killings” of Bosniaks from Srebrenica were acts of “private revenge” over 
which the Bosnian Serb Army chief had no control.

On the charge of genocide in Srebrenica, in which more than 7,000 Bos-
niak men and boys were massacred by Bosnian Serb forces in July 1995, 
defence lawyer Branko Lukic said that there was no evidence that Mladic 
had ordered the deaths.

“As to the unfortunate killings that occurred in Srebrenica, the defence 
does not deny that some persons were killed in opportunistic and uncon-
trollable acts of private revenge by members of the MUP [interior min-
istry], by locals, and even by the renegade members of the VRS [Bosnian 
Serb Army] security organ,” said Lukic.

“These killings were not ordered by General Mladic, and were committed 
in direct violation of the orders of General Mladic who was recorded at 
several instances and by multiple persons as having decreed that all POWs 
[prisoners of war] would be exchanged with the other side,” he added.

Not all the Bosniaks from Srebrenica who died were civilians, said Lukic, 
claiming that 70 per cent of victims exhumed from mass graves were reg-
istered Bosnian Army soldiers.

The prosecution did not provide enough proof to back up the charge of 
genocide, added Mladic’s second defence lawyer, Dejan Ivetic, noting that 
the charge involves the intent to commit acts to destroy a group in whole 
or in part.
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Ivetic argued that any evidence that went against the charge of genocide 
provided sufficient reasonable doubt for acquittal.

Mladic always insisted that the Bosnian Serb Army abide by the Geneva 
Conventions and the laws and customs of war, insisted Ivetic.

Mladic stands accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 
1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several other 
municipalities in 1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 
44-month siege of the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage.

The defence argued that contrary to his image as the “butcher of Bosnia”, 
Mladic was not a monster, and attempted to instill “discipline, honour and 
courage” in his troops.

Far from being aggressors who pursued ethnic cleansing, Bosnian Serb 
forces were engaged in a defensive war against the threat of an Islam-
ic fundamentalist “war machine” led by Bosniak wartime president Alija 
Izetbegovic, Lukic said.

He presented a video of Izetbegovic touring a unit of Islamic Mujahideen 
fighters who came to Bosnia to support his wartime government as it 
fought against Bosnian Serb forces commanded by Mladic.

Lukic then showed a video of what was claimed to be the same unit of 
fighters, beheading Serb fighters.

The gruesome clip showed a Mujahideen soldier with his foot on the sev-
ered heads of the fighters.

Lukic compared Izetbegovic’s forces to ISIS, and argued that the Bosnian 
Serb Army was outnumbered and ill-prepared; a “rag-tag army”.

He alleged that Izetbegovic had come to power “on a platform of Islamic 
fundamentalism” that advocated the superiority of Muslims over Serbs.

To accept the prosecution’s argument ñ that Mladic was a key part of the 
command apparatus that mounted a genocidal attempt to create an ethni-
cally-pure Serb state ñ was to believe that Bosnian Serb forces acted in a 
vacuum, according to the defence, citing the mobilisation of Bosnian gov-
ernment forces and attacks on Bosnian Serbs by several armies including 
the Mujahideen, the Bosnian Army and Croat forces.
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The defendant, according to Lukic, was facing a biased trial in which the 
prosecution tried to hold him responsible for crimes over which he had 
had no control and was being prosecuted “because he is General Mladic”.

“The non-Serbian members of the public have already convicted our cli-
ent,” said Lukic, arguing that the trial had been prejudicial and tried to 
hold Mladic responsible for “all crimes ever committed by any Serb”.

The prosecution, said Lukic, had presented its case as if Mladic was “su-
perhumanÖ all-knowing and all-powerful to control everythingÖ and 
everyone” in Bosnia at the time.

On the charge of terrorising the population of Sarajevo, the defence con-
tended that Serb forces were “constantly told by superiors to hold fire” 
while the Bosnian Army used citizens as human shields, placing troops in 
civilian buildings to shoot at the Serb forces around the city, said Lukic.

In municipalities alleged to have been ethnically cleansed by Mladic’s 
forces, Lukic said civilians left of their own accord due to lack of jobs, food 
and utilities.

The defence will continue to present closing statements on Monday and 
Tuesday, and the prosecution and defence will both have the opportunity 
to rebut each other’s closing arguments on December 15.

The verdict is expected next year.
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07 DECEMBER 2016

UN Prosecutors Demand Life 
Sentence for Ratko Mladic

Prosecutors at the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia called on judges at the UN court to jail 

Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic for life for 
genocide and other wartime crimes.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

Concluding their closing arguments to the Hague-based war crimes tribu-
nal on Wednesday, prosecutors said that Mladic should be sentenced to life 
in prison for genocide and other atrocities committed during the 1992-95 
war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“The time has come for Ratko Mladic to be held accountable for each of 
his victims and all the communities he destroyed. Imposing any sentence 
less than the severest available - a life sentence - would beÖ an insult to 
victims and contrary to justice,” prosecutor Alan Tieger said.

“Nobody can even imagine the depth of suffering for which Mladic is re-
sponsible,” he added.

He described Mladic as “the master of life and death” during the war in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, illustrating his claim with the Bosnian Serb mil-
itary chief’s words to Bosniaks evacuated from the town of Zepa in the 
summer of 1995: “I am giving you your lives as gift.”

Earlier on Wednesday, another prosecutor, Peter McCloskey, said Mladic 
had played a key role in planning and committing genocide in Srebreni-
ca as part of a joint criminal enterprise aimed at “killing all able-bodied 
Muslim men” and deporting women, children and the elderly.

The prosecutors tried to prove Mladic’s “genocidal intention” in Srebren-
ica by presenting his statement on the day of the fall of the enclave to 
Bosnian Serb forces on July 11, 1995, when he said “the moment has come 
for us to take revenge against the Turks [pejorative term for Bosniaks] in 
this area”.

According to the prosecutor, Mladic’s genocidal intent was also obvious in 
his message to Srebrenica Bosniaks the following day, when he said they 
could “either survive or disappear”.
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“Over the course of six days following those ominous comments, Mlad-
ic’s troops captured and killed more than 7,000 Muslim men and boys,” 
McCloskey said.

McCloskey said that according to numerous pieces of evidence, Mladic 
and his subordinate officers played a key role in planning and committing 
those murders.

The prosecutor rejected the defence’s allegations that the crimes in Sre-
brenica were committed by unidentified “paramilitary formations” and 
“avengers”, in collaboration with Bosnian Serb security officers over 
whom Mladic had no control, arguing that such claims were “absurd”.

He said that the forced removal of Bosniaks from Srebrenica was a goal 
that had been proclaimed by Bosnian Serb political and military leaders 
since 1992.

McCloskey quoted a directive issued in March 1995, in which Bosnian Serb 
President Radovan Karadzic ordered Mladic’s forces to “conduct well-
thought-out operations” in Srebrenica in order to “create an unbearable 
situation of total insecurity, with no hope of further survival or life for the 
inhabitants”.

Mladic stands accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 
1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several other 
municipalities in 1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 
44-month siege of the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage.

The 74-year-old former Bosnian Serb military chief has said that he is 
innocent of the charges.

The defence will give its closing statements between December 9 and 13.

A verdict is expected in 2017.
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07 DECEMBER 2016

Ratko Mladic ‘Terrorised 
Sarajevo During Siege’: 

Prosecutors
As closing statements continued at Ratko Mladic’s trial, 

prosecutors said the trial had proved that the former 
Bosnian Serb military chief’s forces terrorised Sarajevo 

with a shelling and sniping campaign.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

On the third and final day of the prosecution’s summing-up, prosecutor 
Adam Weber told the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yu-
goslavia on Wednesday that over the course of the three-and-a-half years 
of the war, the Bosnian Serb Army commanded by Ratko Mladic hit Sara-
jevo with non-selective artillery fire and used snipers to shoot civilians.

The prosecutor played the UN court a recording of an intercepted conver-
sation from May 1992, during which Mladic gave an order to open artillery 
fire on the Velesici and Pofalici neighbourhoods of the city “because not 
many Serbs live there”.

“Let’s blow their minds, so they cannot sleep,” Mladic said during the 
recording.

According to the prosecutor, this was proof that the shelling was aimed at 
“spreading terror” among the population of the Bosnian capital.

Weber said that Mladic’s troops subjected civilians in Sarajevo to “mass 
bombings that covered the entire city” or sporadic shelling, depending on 
his decisions, throughout the entire 1992-95 war.

He said that Mladic, together with Bosnian Serb political leader Radovan 
Karadzic, used the attacks on the city as a tool for putting pressure on the 
Sarajevo authorities and the international community.

“No parts of the city were spared Ö Hospitals, people at funerals, peo-
ple queuing for water and food were targetedÖ Not even mosques were 
spared,” Weber said.
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The prosecutor cited data from the UN children’s agency UNICEF data 
from 1994, which said that “direct sniper fire was opened at 40 per cent 
of children in Sarajevo”.

Challenging defence claims that Mladic prohibited “offensive fire” and 
attacks against civilians, the prosecutor presented orders showing that 
the Bosnian Serb Army chief qualified this by saying “without my per-
mission”.

“This is not the same as a prohibition,” Weber said.

In order to highlight Mladic’s attitude to civilians, Weber quoted his words 
from a recording played in the courtroom: “Whenever I come to Sarajevo, 
I kill someone in passing.”

Rejecting the defence’s claim that Mladic “did not issue orders to open 
sniper fire on civilians”, the prosecutor noted that in 1995, Mladic ad-
mitted to the commander of the UN peacekeeping force UNPROFOR that 
sniper attacks had been intensified.

The prosecutor also said the defence’s allegation that Serb forces “only 
reacted” to the Bosnian Army’s attacks from Sarajevo was false.

He further argued that the defence claim that the Bosnian Army was 
responsible for most of the attacks against civilians in Sarajevo “was 
groundless, or, in fact, based on non-existing evidence”.

The prosecutor rejected findings by the defence’s ballistics expert Zorica 
Subotic, who said that two deadly explosions at the Markale market that 
killed scores of people were caused by planted mines, calling it “a con-
spiracy theory”.

“She made it all up,” the prosecutor said.

Weber said the defence tried to present Mladic as a”heroic saviour” of ci-
vilians, by claiming he secured the welfare of the local population.

“Nothing can be farther away from the truth,” he said.

According to the prosecutor, Mladic actually deprived civilians in Saraje-
vo of humanitarian aid, electricity, water and gas, which he “used as the 
means” for achieving his goals.

“The defence’s allegation that Mladic did not give orders to deprive those 
people of aid is bizarre. Mladic controlled and limited the aid and the basic 
necessities,” Weber said.
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The prosecutor tried to prove this by quoting one of Mladic’s orders: “Im-
mediately stop the supply of water, electricity and gas to the Muslim part 
of Sarajevo.”

Contrary to the defence’s allegations that “freedom of movement was 
always allowed” to civilians in Sarajevo, Weber argued that Mladic was 
“proud of the blockade of Sarajevo”.

He said that Serb troops blocked all the roads from the city and shot at 
civilians who were trying to leave.

Mladic stands accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 
1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several other 
municipalities in 1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 
44-month siege of the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage.

The 74-year-old has said he is innocent of the charges.

The defence will give its closing statements between December 9 and 13.

Both sides will then have the opportunity to comment on each other’s 
closing statements on December 15 at the UN court.

The trial began in May 2012, and a verdict is expected in 2017.
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06 DECEMBER 2016

Ratko Mladic ‘Praised Ethnic 
Cleansing’, Says Prosecution

On the second day of closing statements at Ratko Mladic’s 
trial, the prosecution said the former Bosnian Serb military 

chief praised and promoted officers involved in ethnic 
cleansing and murder.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

Prosecutor Arthur Traldi told the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia on Tuesday that claims by the defence that Ratko 
Mladic protected Bosnia’s non-Serb population during the war and pun-
ished the perpetrators of crimes were false.

Traldi said that the evidence presented during Mladic’s four-and-a-half-
year trial showed exactly the opposite - that the Bosnian Serb Army com-
mander did not punish but promoted subordinates who were responsible 
for ethnic cleansing and murder.

The prosecutor mentioned the example of Rajko Kusic, commander of the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s Rogatica Brigade, who Mladic promoted despite the 
crimes that his soldiers committed in the Rogatica municipality.

He also said that an officer who sent an official letter to Kusic, calling on 
him to “stop the massacres”, was removed from duty.

According to Traldi, Kusic continued to commit crimes in the Rogatica 
area until 1995, while Mladic praised him.

Mladic Accused of Genocide in 1992

Continuing the presentation of their closing arguments on Tuesday, Hague 
Tribunal prosecutors alleged that Ratko Mladic was responsible for a cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing and genocide carried out by Bosnian Serb troops 
under his command in 1992, as well as the Srebrenica genocide in 1995.

Prosecutor Arthur Traldi told the court that in a space of just one week, in 
July 1992, the Bosnian Serb army used “brutal force” to attack and destroy 
neighbourhoods in Prijedor, killing hundreds of non-Serbs, and expelling 
and detaining civilians in the Omarska, Keraterm and Trnopolje camps.
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Traldi said that Bosniak and Croat men were abused, some until they died, 
while women were raped. The condition in the camps were “inhumane”, 
Traldi said.

The prosecutor objected to Mladic’s defence’s claims that civilian author-
ities and police were to blame for crimes in camps, presenting evidence 
that soldiers brought prisoners to camps and guarded them.

He added that in the space of one week, 1,500 people were killed in Prijedor 
and their bodies were thrown in a mass grave in Tomasica.

Traldi rejected Mladic’s claims that the Bosnian Serb Army did not bury 
victims’ remains in Tomasica and presented evidence that army machin-
ery was used in their burial.

Prosecutor Alan Tieger said meanwhile that the “crimes and genocide 
were a necessary tool to permanently remove unwanted non-Serbs from 
territories which the Serbs’ leaders wanted”.

Tieger said that the evidence led to the conclusion that Mladic and other 
members of the joint criminal enterprise of which he was part had the 
genocidal intent to destroy Bosniaks and Croats in Prijedor.

“Mladic’s intent to destroy non-Serb communities is undisputed, and that 
intent is called genocide,” said Tieger.

He played a recording in the courtroom, on which Mladic said: “Way to go, 
Kusic” and calling him “a meritorious officer”.

“In order to advance within the VRS [Bosnian Serb Army], one had to be a 
successful ethnic cleanser,” Traldi said.

As proof that Mladic knew about the crimes that were committed and gave 
orders to cover them up, Traldi mentioned a note from the general’s war-
time diary, indicating that information about a mass grave in the Tomasi-
ca mine, near Prijedor, should be concealed.

“Mladic praised the successful ethnic cleansing campaign and he did not 
punish the perpetrators,” the prosecutor said.

Traldi also rejected Mladic’s orders about respecting international war 
regulations and the Geneva conventions, saying they were “toothless and 
cosmetic”.

The prosecutor said that “nobody was punished even when the perpe-
trators admitted the crimes and weapons and victims’ bodies were still 
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available Ö because soldiers did what they were supposed to do - perform 
ethnic cleansing of territories”.

Responding to claims by Mladic’s defence that 3,000 non-Serbs remained 
in the municipality of Sanski Most during the war, the prosecutor said 
28,000 of them had lived there before the conflict.

Traldi then cited documents issued by the Bosnian Serb authorities which 
mentioned “the necessity to remove non-Serbs”.

“Those men were moved through the commission of horrible crimes, mass 
arrests, massacres, destruction of villages,” the prosecutor said, mention-
ing the murder of 29 women and children in the village of Hrustovo, near 
Sanski Most, in May 1992 as an example.

Mladic stands accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 
1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several other 
municipalities in 1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 
44-month siege of the Bosnian capital, and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage.

The Srebrenica massacres saw the killing of more than 7,000 Muslim men 
and boys by Bosnian Serb forces, while about 10,000 people died under 
siege in Sarajevo due to sniper fire, shelling, and other privations.

The 74-year-old has said he is innocent of the charges.

The prosecution will give closing statements until Wednesday, while the 
defence will sum up between December 9 and 13.

Both sides will then have the opportunity to comment on each other’s 
closing statements on December 15 at the UN court.

The trial began in May 2012, and a verdict is expected in 2017.
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05 DECEMBER 2016

UN Prosecutors: Mladic was 
Key Figure in Bosnia Atrocities

In the first day of closing arguments in Ratko Mladic’s 
trial, prosecutors said the former Bosnian Serb military 

commander played a crucial role in a brutal plan to 
‘cleanse’ areas of Bosnia of non-Serbs.

ELEANOR ROSE

Prosecutors began their closing arguments in the trial of Ratko Mladic on 
Monday at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, 
insisting that the former Bosnian Serb Army chief enjoyed strong com-
mand over forces that carried out genocide during the 1992-95 war.

While Mladic’s lawyers have claimed he was a relatively marginal player 
and not always in control as Bosnian Serb forces pursued an ethnic cleans-
ing campaign across swathes of Bosnia, prosecutor Alan Tieger said this 
was “preposterous” and that evidence showed “the absurdity of casting 
[Mladic] as a secondary figure”.

Refuting defence claims that Mladic was a protector of Bosnian Muslims, 
Tieger showed a video clip of him at a meeting with other generals in 
which Tieger said his “domineering presence” could be felt as he issues a 
threat to Bosniak representatives: “You can either survive or disappear.”

The court was also shown a clip of Mladic speaking to a Canadian Serb in 
1994, saying: “Whenever I come by Sarajevo, I kill someone in passing.”

In the clip, Mladic went on to say that the time had come to take revenge 
on “the Turks” - a pejorative term for Bosniaks - and boasted that their 
villages had been “trashed”.

These words, said Tieger, demonstrated Mladic’s “pride and satisfaction” 
in the ethnic cleansing campaign carried out by forces under his com-
mand, as well as his “contempt for the victims”.

Using statements by officials from the Bosnian Serb Army, which Mladic 
commanded, as well as from UN personnel, Tieger argued that the chain of 
command was clear and that Mladic had enjoyed a high level of authority 
over and awareness of his forces’ activities.
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The prosecution contends that the key goal of senior Bosnian Serb officials 
including Karadzic and Mladic - forming an ethnically-pure Serb state - 
was in place by the time the war began in 1992.

They then sought to use ethnic cleansing to change the “factual state” of 
the ethnic composition of regions they wanted to control in order to exert 
pressure in negotiations with the Bosnian government, Tieger said.

Threatened with military force in which Mladic was a main player, the 
Bosnian government was told to acquiesce or face a “highway of hell and 
suffering”, he added.

Mladic, who led the Bosnian Serb Army from May 1992, stands accused 
of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly 
reached the scale of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising 
the population of Sarajevo during the 44-month siege of the Bosnian cap-
ital, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The Srebrenica massacre saw the killing of more than 7,000 Muslim men 
and boys by Bosnian Serb forces, while about 10,000 people died under 
siege in Sarajevo due to sniper fire, shelling, and other privations.

The 74-year-old has said he is innocent of the charges.

The prosecution will give closing statements until Wednesday, while the 
defence will sum up between December 9 and 13.

Both sides will then have the opportunity to comment on each other’s 
closing statements on December 15 at the UN court.

The trial began in May 2012, and a verdict is expected in 2017.
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05 DECEMBER 2016

Closing Arguments Begin in 
Ratko Mladic Trial

Closing statements are beginning in the case against 
former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic, as his 
four-and-a-half year trial for genocide and war crimes 

moves closer to its conclusion.

ELEANOR ROSE

The prosecution is summing up its arguments in the trial of Ratko Mladic 
from Monday until Wednesday at the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague, while the defence will give its closing 
statement from December 9 to 13.

Both sides will then have the opportunity to comment on each other’s 
closing statements on December 15 at the UN court.

The 74-year-old former Bosnian Serb military chief is on trial for the gen-
ocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached 
the scale of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the pop-
ulation of Sarajevo during the siege of the Bosnian capital, and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The progress of the trial has been hampered by the poor health of the 
former army chief, who insists that he is innocent, as well as numerous 
attempts by the defence to have the proceedings delayed.

His lawyers requested, on several occasions, that the presentation of clos-
ing statements be postponed until spring next year.

In July’s attempt to stall proceedings, the defence complained of the “sys-
tematic partiality” of the Tribunal, arguing that two judges in the trial, 
Alphons Orie and Cristoph Flugge, as well as Tribunal president Carmel 
Agius, had previously made conclusions about Mladic’s guilt, thus pre-
cluding a fair trial.

They cited previous verdicts handed down by the Hague Tribunal in cases 
related to Srebrenica and Sarajevo in which Agius, Orie and Flugge were 
involved.
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Their bid was unsuccessful, with Agius announcing in September that he 
would not consider the motion and adding that there was “not a single 
unsolved appeal [from Mladic’s defence] regarding the alleged partiality”.

Mladic is seen by many as a crucial leadership figure in attempts by Serb 
forces to purge Bosnia and Herzegovina of Bosnian Muslims [Bosniaks] 
and Croats during the war of 1992 to 1995 in pursuit of an ethnically pure 
state.

Born in Bozinovici in eastern Bosnia in 1942, Mladic was an officer in 
the ranks of the Yugoslav People’s Army, JNA, and was promoted several 
times in the early 1990s before being made commander of Bosnian Serb 
forces in May 1992, by which time the war had just begun.

The former army commander was indicted in 1994 but used his consid-
erable influence to evade attempts to arrest him until 2011, by which time 
Serbia had come under international pressure to hand him over or see its 
bid for European Union candidacy stall.

He was finally apprehended in the village of Lazarevo near Zrenjanin in 
northern Serbia after 16 years on the run. His trial began in May 2012.
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30 NOVEMBER  2016

Mladic Trial: Closing 
Statements Start Next Week

The prosecution in the genocide and war crimes trial of 
former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic will begin 
its closing statements at the Hague Tribunal on December 

5.

Four-and-a-half years after the start of Mladic’s trial, the prosecution 
and defence are to sum up their arguments starting next week, the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia said on Wednesday.

The prosecutors will present their closing statement from December 5 to 
7, while the defence will do the same from December 9 to 13, the tribunal 
said.

Both will then have the opportunity to comment on each other’s closing 
statements on December 15.

The prosecution and defence have the right to appeal against the decision. 
Mladic’s defence has previously requested, on several occasions, that the 
presentation of closing statements be postponed until spring next year.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

He was arrested in Serbia in 2011 after having been on the run for 16 years. 
His trial began in May 2012.
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15 SEPTEMBER 2016

Mladic Trial: Court Refuses to 
Consider Bias Claims

The Hague Tribunal refused to consider a motion filed by 
former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic’s defence 

asking for the trial to be stopped because the court was 
systematically biased.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Carmel Agius, the president of the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia, ICTY, said on Wednesday that he would not consider 
the motion to discontinue the trial because Mladic’s defence had not in-
cluded “the legal grounds” for such a decision to be made.

Agius added that there was “not a single unsolved appeal [from Mladic’s 
defence] regarding the alleged partiality”.

In July this year, Mladic’s defence asked the ICTY to discontinue the pro-
ceedings against the former Bosnian Serb military commander because of 
what it called the “systematic partiality” of the Tribunal.

The defence asked for the trial to be halted and a UN Security Council 
working group to be set up in order to prepare a report on whether Mlad-
ic’s rights to a fair trial and presumption of innocence have been violated.
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They claimed that judges Alphons Orie and Cristoph Flugge, as well as 
ICTY president Agius, had previously made conclusions about Mladic’s 
guilt, which precludes a fair trial.

They cited previous verdicts handed down by the Hague Tribunal in cases 
related to Srebrenica and Sarajevo in which Agius, Orie and Flugge were 
involved.

In the Srebrenica verdicts, Mladic was named as a member of a joint crim-
inal enterprise that aimed to kill able-bodied Bosniak men.

The defence also objected due to the fact that Theodor Meron, the presi-
dent of the Mechanism for International Tribunals, who will lead the ap-
peals procedure in Mladic’s case, said the former Bosnian Serb general 
was guilty.

Mladic’s lawyers argued that Meron had said that “the Tribunal will not 
consider its work done until Karadzic and Mladic have been brought to 
justice”.

“It is clear that there is no presumption of innocence in the case of the 
defendant before this Tribunal. Besides the cancellation of the proceed-
ings, the only possible solution would be to discontinue it permanently 
due to serious violations of human rights,” the defence said in its motion 
to the court.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The presentation of the closing statements in the trial is scheduled for 
December this year.
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20 JULY 2016

Ratko Mladic Demands Halting 
of ‘Biased’ Trial

Lawyers for former Bosnian Serb Army commander Ratko 
Mladic have asked for his trial to be halted and two judges 
removed because of the ‘systematic bias’ of the UN court in 

The Hague.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mladic’s lawyers on Wednesday asked for his genocide and war crimes tri-
al to be halted, for judges Alphons Orie and Cristoph Flugge to be removed 
and for new “unbiased” judges to replace them.

They said that a special UN Security Council working group of should be set 
up to prepare a report, within the next three months, on whether Mladic’s 
rights to a fair trial and presumption of innocence have been violated.

“The essence of this problem is the fact that judges Orie and Flugge have 
made important conclusions about the defendant previously. This jeop-
ardises their ability to be impartial,” they said.

They claimed that both Orie and Flugge, as well as Hague Tribunal pres-
ident Carmel Agius, have previously made conclusions about Mladic’s 
guilt, which precludes a fair trial.

They cited previous verdicts handed down by the Hague Tribunal in cases 
related to Srebrenica and Sarajevo in which Agius, Orie and Flugge were 
involved.

In the Srebrenica verdicts, Mladic was named as a member of a joint crim-
inal enterprise that aimed to kill able-bodied Bosniak men.

The defence also objected due to the fact that Theodor Meron, the presi-
dent of the Mechanism for International Tribunals, who will lead the ap-
peals procedure in Mladic’s case, said the former Bosnian Serb general 
was guilty.

Mladic’s lawyers argued that Meron had said that “the Tribunal will not 
consider its work done until Karadzic and Mladic have been brought to 
justice”.
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“It is clear that there is no presumption of innocence in the case of the 
defendant before this Tribunal. Besides the cancellation of the proceed-
ings, the only possible solution would be to discontinue it permanently 
due to serious violations of human rights,” the defence said in its motion 
to the court.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in several other municipalities, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Also on Wednesday, the Hague Tribunal ruled that there is insufficient ev-
idence that a member of Radovan Karadzic’s defence team, Goran Petron-
ijevic, was guilty of contempt of court for giving confidential information 
to the media.

Petronijevic revealed to media that Karadzic had filed a request to be tem-
porarily released from custody, but the Hague court said that the lawyer 
did not know this request was filed confidentially.
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16 JUNE 2016

Mladic Prosecutors Test 
Witness’s Markale Claims

At Ratko Mladic’s trial, prosecutors parried defence 
witness Andrei Demurenko’s claim that the Bosnian Serb 

Army could not have fired the projectile that killed dozens 
at the Markale market in 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence Witness Russian colonel Demurenko, who was chief of UNPRO-
FOR’s Headquarters in Sarajevo sector at that time, said the Bosnian Serb 
army, the VRS, could not have fired the projectile that killed dozens of 
people at the Markale market in the summer of 1995.

He said his team visited all locations under the Bosnian Serb army’s con-
trol in the Sarajevo surroundings from which, according to UNPROFOR’s 
investigation, the projectile could have come, but did not find any traces of 
use of mine-throwers at any of those locations. According to Demurenko, 
those positions were inappropriate for mine-throwers.

During the cross-examination, however, prosecutor Alan Tieger said De-
murenko wrongly understood the direction from which the projectile had 
come, which was determined by UNPROFOR’s French experts, due to dif-
ferent measurement units.

The witness responded by saying this was “not important”, adding he 
used the direction drawn on a map by the same French investigators, ex-
amining all possible positions of mine-throwers.

Prosecutor Tieger then said Demurenko investigated only the narrow, not 
the wide, area of possible mine-thrower positions.

The Russian responded by saying this, too, was “irrelevant”, repeating 
that he checked all the positions along the projectile path determined by 
the French UNPROFOR.

The prosecutor also tried to prove that Demurenko did not consider all 
types of mine-thrower projectiles that could have been fired at Markale, 
neglecting the possibility that the attack could have been conducted from 
12 locations, not the six which he claims to have visited.
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According to the prosecutor, the difference between the distance of those 
positions and the ones that Demurenko checked was up to a kilometer and 
a half.

“It does not change anything, because we visited all the potential firing 
locations on the projectile path that was six kilometres long, starting from 
the explosion location,” Demurenko continued, claiming that the men-
tioned distance was the maximum reach of a mine-thrower.

The witness specified that he and his investigators had moved from the 
explosion location towards the hills surrounding Sarajevo in the direction 
from which, according to UNPROFOR, the projectile had come, and exam-
ined all possible positions of mine-throwers.

When asked by judges whether he noticed any mine-thrower positions 
held by the Bosnian Army, ABiH, on that path, Demurenko answered neg-
atively.

The Russian officer said the goal of his investigation was to “deny the 
lies” that “Serb aggressors” fired the grenade at Markale.

Asked by judges if that meant he knew in advance that Bosnian Serb forces 
were not responsible, Demurenko said: “Of course not. Had we found a 
firing location on the VRS [Bosnian Serb army] territory, I would have said 
it openly”.

Prosecutor Tiger will continue cross-examining Demurenko tomorrow.

Mladic, wartime commander of VRS, is charged with terrorizing the lo-
cal population of Sarajevo by conducting artillery and sniper attacks from 
1992 to 1995.

According to the charges, the grenade that killed 43 and wounded 75 peo-
ple in the street in front of Markale on August 28, 1995 was fired by the 
VRS from its positions around the city.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica and with persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached 
the scale of genocide in six municipalities.
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13 JUNE 2016

Last Mladic Trial Witnesses to 
Start Testifying

The trial of Ratko Mladic before the Hague Tribunal 
continues following a break that lasted more than a month 

due to defence difficulties in bringing witnesses to court.

JUSTICE REPORT

The last witnesses for former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic’s 
defence are due to testify by the end of this week, Chief Prosecutor Serge 
Brammertz told the UN Security Council last week.

Brammertz said the presentation of evidence should be completed by the 
end of the week and the judges might hear prosecutors’ and defence law-
yers’ closing statements in the autumn.

Among them is Russian officer Colonel Andrei Demurenko, who was in 
charge of the headquarters of the UN protection force UNPROFOR in Sa-
rajevo in 1995.

Demurenko, who was also a defence witness at the trial of Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic, said the Republika Srpska Army could not have 
fired a projectile that killed 43 and wounded 75 people at the Markale open 
market in Sarajevo in August 1995.

According to the prosecution, the Republika Srpska Army led by Mladic 
was responsible for the attack.

The former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army has been charged 
with genocide in Srebrenica, with the persecution of Muslims and Croats 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide 
in six municipalities, terror against the local population in Sarajevo and 
taking UNPROFOR members hostage.

Mladic was arrested in Belgrade in 2011, after 16 years on run. The trial 
started in 2012 and has been interrupted several times due to his poor 
health.

Hague Tribunal President Carmel Agius told the UN Security Council that 
the first-instance verdict against Mladic should be pronounced by No-
vember 2017.
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18 MAY 2016

Serbia Acquits 10 of Hiding 
Ratko Mladic

A Serbian court cleared 10 people of helping former 
Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic evade arrest 

while he was on the run from war crimes charges in the 
2000s.

JUSTICE REPORT

Ivana Ramic, the spokesperson for the First Basic Court in Belgrade, told 
BIRN that the 10 defendants had been cleared on Tuesday because “the 
statute of limitations regarding the criminal prosecution has completely 
expired”.

Stanko Ristic, Ljiljana Vaskovic, Borislav Ivanovic, Predrag Ristic, Sasa 
Badnjar, Ratko Vucetic, Tatjana Vaskovic Janjusevic, Bojan Vaskovic, 
Marko Lugonja and Blagoje Govedarica were all acquitted.

They had been accused of helping Mladic in his attempts to evade capture 
at various periods of time between 2002 and 2006, although they knew 
that the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, ICTY 
had issued an arrest warrant for him.

“The prosecution has the right to file an appeal against the verdict,” Ram-
ic said.

The original indictment alleged that Bosnian Serb Army officer Jovo Djogo 
was the main organiser of the attempts to conceal Mladic, but the defend-
ant died during the trial.

Mladic was eventually arrested in 2011 in the village of Lazarevo near 
Zrenjanin in northern Serbia after 16 years on the run.

He is now on trial at the ICTY for genocide in seven Bosnian municipali-
ties in 1992, genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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26 APRIL 2016

Mladic Witness Contests Mass 
Grave Exhumation Report

Testifying on behalf of former Bosnian Serb military chief 
Ratko Mladic, an expert witness questioned whether 

bodies exhumed from a mass grave at the Tomasica mine 
near Prijedor were executed by Serb forces.

JUSTICE REPORT

Demographics expert Svetlana Radovanovic Radovanovic told the UN war 
crimes court in The Hague on Tuesday that a report by the prosecution’s 
demographics expert should have said that some of the people whose bod-
ies were exhumed from the Tomasica mine could have died in combat 
rather than being executed.

Radovanovic said that when determining that all the victims died violent 
deaths, the prosecution’s demographic expert Ewa Tabeau should have 
mentioned the possibility that some were killed in battles on the basis of 
the dates of their deaths, as there was fighting on those days.

“In this way it is insinuated that all the deaths were caused by execution 
or ethnic cleansingÖ The fact is that not all the deaths happened under 
those circumstances, because there was data about fighting as well,” Ra-
dovanovic told the court.

She also said that the Hague prosecution’s pathology expert John Clark did 
not exclude the possibility that some of the Tomasica victims got killed in 
battles.

She argued that Tabeau inappropriately concluded at the end of her report 
that the Tomasica victims were killed in brutal circumstances during an 
ethnic cleansing campaign without mentioning it again in the rest of the 
document.

According to the International Commission for Missing Persons, about 
600 bodies were exhumed from the Tomasica mass grave and a secondary 
grave at Jakarina Kosa. They are alleged to have been killed by Bosnian 
Serb forces under Mladic’s command.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in seven Bosnian municipalities, including 
Prijedor, in 1992, as well as Srebrenica in 1995, terrorising the civilian 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Radovanovic will continue testifying on Thursday.
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25 APRIL 2016

British Intelligence ‘Never 
Promised’ to Help Free Mladic

A defence witness told the Hague Tribunal he tried to 
convince Ratko Mladic to surrender in 1995, but denied 

assuring the Bosnian Serb military chief that British 
intelligence would help him evade prosecution.

JUSTICE REPORT

Under cross-examination at the UN-backed court in The Hague on Mon-
day, defence expert witness Zoran Stankovic said he didn’t assure Mladic 
in autumn 1995 that British intelligence officers had promised to remove 
the war crimes indictment against him, and insisted he was actually trying 
to get the Bosnian Serb military chief to give himself up.

The Hague prosecutors played a recording of a conversation in which 
Stankovic was heard telling Mladic that British intelligence officers might 
“back him up”, that they were “extremely powerful” and that they could 
“lift the [Hague Tribunal] indictment”.

Explaining that he knew Mladic was recording their conversation, Stank-
ovic said he knew that the indictment could not be withdrawn prior to the 
trial.

“I was actually inviting Mladic to surrender to the Tribunal,” he said.

Although he said during the recorded conversation that he had met “the 
chief of the English intelligence section” in London, Stankovic told the 
court that this was not exactly true.

Instead he said that he had actually spoken about Mladic and the indict-
ment with some men whose names he didn’t know but presumed were 
British spies at the apartment of Nora Beloff, who worked for the British 
foreign office’s political intelligence department during WWII before go-
ing into journalism.

“At that time Mladic was already distrustful towards everybody. I knew 
he was recording our conversation as soon as he told me I should speak 
louder,” Stankovic said.

“I conveyed the message [from alleged British spies] to him. I was a cou-
rier. He made his decisions on his own,” he added.
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The recorded conversation took place in Banja Luka in October 1995, af-
ter Mladic had already been indicted by the Hague Tribunal. The audio 
tapes and Mladic’s wartime diaries were confiscated during a search of his 
apartment in Belgrade in 2008.

As the prosecution sought to suggest that he was not a reliable witness 
because of his friendly relationship with Mladic, Stankovic denied that the 
fact that he performed the autopsy on the Bosnian Serb military chief’s 
daughter Ana after she committed suicide in 1993 meant that he was a 
close friend.

“I can say I was available 24 hours a day should he or people like him, 
who lost their children, whose autopsies I performed, need me,” Stankovic 
said.

“I pray to God that no one has to develop a friendship under such circum-
stances,” he added.

After he said that, Mladic wiped his eyes with a handkerchief in the court-
room.

Stankovic also insisted that his relations with Mladic did not affect his 
objectivity during the analysis of autopsy reports at the trial.

Last week expert he gave testimony calling into question reports by Hague 
prosecutors on the results of autopsies carried out on victims’ bodies ex-
humed from a mass grave at the Tomasica mine near Prijedor, as well as 
graves containing the remains of Srebrenica victims.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in seven Bosnian municipalities, including 
Prijedor, in 1992, as well as genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, terrorising the 
civilian population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Tuesday.
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20 APRIL 2016

Mladic Witness Contests 
Srebrenica Victims’ Cause of 

Death
Testifying in defence of former Bosnian Serb military chief 
Ratko Mladic at the Hague Tribunal, a pathologist argued 

that Bosniak victims exhumed from mass graves were not 
necessarily shot dead.

Mladic. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence expert witness Zoran Stankovic on Wednesday contested findings 
by pathologists who performed autopsies on bodies exhumed from mass 
graves associated with the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995, saying the cause 
of death could not be determined with certainty because there was not 
enough soft tissue left on most of the corpses and human remains.

Stankovic argued that when the remains were in such a state, it cannot be 
determined whether the victims’ injuries were sustained while they were 
still alive or after they died.

“Assumptions about the cause of death can only be presented, but one 
cannot speak about them with certainty. An autopsy report can indicate 
that certain injuries could have caused death,” Stankovic said.
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When asked by presiding judge Alphons Orie whether a pathologist who 
finds a bullet hole in a victim’s skull could determine that this was the 
cause of the person’s death, Stankovic agreed but said that during his ca-
reer, he had seen victims who were shot in the head when they were al-
ready dead.

Ratko Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial 
for genocide over the killings of more than 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebren-
ica in 1995.

He is also charged with genocide in seven other municipalities, as well as 
the persecution of non-Serbs across the country, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Stankovic also criticised the pathologists whose findings the Hague Pros-
ecution included as evidence, arguing that they offered “a diagnosis”, in-
dicating whether victims’ injuries were caused by bullets or explosives, 
but failed to provide detailed descriptions of those injuries in their reports.

“A diagnosis without a description of injuries in an autopsy report is un-
acceptable. I do not have the right to contest the findings, but it cannot be 
checked without a description of the injuries,” he said.

“The deaths of those people could have happened at various periods in 
time”, over the course of “several weeks and months”, he said, because 
bodies exhumed from the same grave were in different stages of decom-
position.

Stankovic based the majority of his objections on a report prepared by 
court pathologist Dusan Dunjic, who died in The Hague in October last 
year just before his testimony in defence of Mladic.
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19 APRIL 2016

Mladic Witness Claims Mass 
Grave Report is Unreliable

Testifying in former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko 
Mladic’s defence, a pathologist argued that bodies of 
victims exhumed from the Tomasica mass grave near 

Prijedor could have died in battle.

JUSTICE REPORT

Pathologist Zoran Stankovic told the UN war crimes court in The Hague on 
Tuesday that a new expert evaluation should be carried out on the bodies 
exhumed from the mass grave in a nine in Tomasica because of discrep-
ancies in findings prepared by the prosecution’s pathologist.

Stankovic said he had seen 10 discrepancies between the findings prepared 
by prosecution pathologist John Clark and autopsy reports completed by 
pathologists in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“Either an adjustment or a new evaluation is needed,” Stankovic said.

Prosecution pathologist John Clark told Mladic’s trial last year that 293 
bodies dressed in “everyday clothes”, without uniforms, were exhumed 
from the mine in 2013 and that the vast majority of them had injuries 
caused by firearms.

The Hague prosecution is trying to prove that the Bosnian Serb Army 
killed hundreds of Bosniaks and buried them in Tomasica and Jakarina 
Kosa in 1992.

But Stankovic said that the fact that a large number of the victims were 
shot in the head or chest could also possibly suggest that they died in a 
firefight.

“This is a usual finding in the case of a battle or execution,” he said.

As regards the victims who were shot in the nape of the neck or in the 
back, Stankovic said it was possible that they could have been executed, 
but they could also have been killed in “a combat environment”.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in seven Bosnian municipalities, Prijedor 
among them. He is also charged with the genocide of Bosniaks from Sre-
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brenica, the persecution of non-Serbs, terrorising the population of Sara-
jevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Commenting on Clark’s findings that all the victims were dressed in civil 
clothes, Stankovic said: “You cannot determine whether a person was a 
soldier or not on the basis of their clothesÖ The Bosnian Army still did not 
have uniforms in July 1992 [when the victims are believed to have been 
killed].”

Stankovic will continue testifying on Wednesday.
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18 APRIL 2016

Mladic’s Defence Disputes 
Mass Grave Autopsies

A pathologist testifying in defence of former Bosnian Serb 
military commander Ratko Mladic contested an autopsy 
report about war victims’ bodies exhumed from a mass 

grave at the Tomasica mine near Prijedor.

JUSTICE REPORT

As the trial of Ratko Mladic continued after a prolonged break on Monday, 
pathologist Zoran Stankovic contested the findings of a medical expert 
who previously testified for the prosecution about the autopsies conducted 
on the bodies exhumed from the Tomasica mine.

In July 2015, medical expert John Clark told Mladic’s trial that 293 bodies 
dressed in “everyday clothes”, without uniforms, were exhumed from the 
mine in 2013 and that the vast majority of them had injuries caused by 
firearms.

Without commenting on the substance of the prosecution’s finding Stank-
ovic tried to undermine them for procedural reasons, pointing out that, 
according to Clark’s own testimony, he was not officially a member of the 
exhumation and autopsy team.

Stankovic said this was professionally unacceptable.

“I can’t understand someone saying their role was unofficial Ö The role 
should have been specified,” he said.

“It now turns out that a random person could have come and done itÖ 
From the court medicine point of view, this is unacceptable,” he said.

Stankovic also said that it was unacceptable that Clark ñ by his own ad-
mission ñ was not part of the exhumation team from the beginning, but 
made his report on what he called “unofficial discussions” with Bosnian 
pathologists who were conducting the autopsies.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in seven Bosnian municipalities, Prijedor 
among them. He is also charged with the genocide of Bosniaks from Sre-
brenica, the persecution of non-Serbs, terrorising the population of Sara-
jevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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The Hague prosecution is trying to prove that the Bosnian Serb Army 
killed hundreds of Bosniaks and buried them in Tomasica and Jakarina 
Kosa in 1992.

Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic read Clark’s testimony in which he said that 
he had “little influence to change things” in the autopsy report because he 
was not doing the actual work.

“I cannot believe he said that. If he did, he should withdraw the report and 
let a Bosnian pathologist do itÖ After this statement, his report is unusable 
for criminal proceedings,” said Stankovic.

He also said that there were discrepancies between Clark’s findings and 
those of the Bosnian team “in nine or ten cases”.

Stankovic will continue his testimony on Tuesday.
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11 MARCH 2016

Ratko Mladic Witness 
Problems Delay Defence Case

Problems with getting witnesses to court have reduced the 
amount of time that former Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko 

Mladic’s defence has to prepare its closing statement at 
the Hague Tribunal.

DENIS DZIDIC

Ratko Mladic’s defence lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic told BIRN on Friday 
that only a couple of hearings have been held at the UN war crimes court 
in The Hague over the past three months due to problems with getting 
witnesses to appear.

The Hague Tribunal told BIRN that because of the slowdown in Mladic’s 
trial, presiding judge Alphons Orie has urged the defence to work on pre-
paring its closing statement while waiting for the witnesses.

“The chamber will not approve a long period for preparation of closing 
statements after the end of the evidence presentation, particularly because 
the parties to the proceeding had the opportunity to prepare their closing 
statement during the course of the trial,” Orie said.

Stojanovic said the defence was close to solving its problems and intends 
to complete the presentation of its evidence by examining the remaining 
three ordinary witnesses and two expert witnesses from April 18 to 30.

Some of the remaining witnesses are former military observers from the 
Sarajevo and Krajina area, who are still working with NATO forces, Sto-
janovic said

“We had to obtain permission from NATO to invite them to testify. This 
took rather long, so their examination is planned in the week of April 18,” 
he explained.

According to Stojanovic, the process has also slowed because pathologist 
Dusan Dunjic, who was to testify about mass graves, died in late October 
last year before appearing as an expert witness.

Stojanovic said it took time to engage an adequate replacement.
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“Expert witness Zoran Stankovic has finally reviewed the voluminous 
analysis prepared by Mr. Dunjic and agreed to defend the analysis in court, 
so this problem has been solved,” he said.

The defence will also examine expert witness Stankovic about additional 
evidence presented by the Hague prosecution concerning a mass grave 
that was found in the Tomasica mines near Prijedor in 2013. Demographic 
expert Svetlana Radovanovic will also present her findings and opinion 
about the grave.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipal-
ities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
throughout the country, terrorising the civilian population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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02 MARCH 2016

Mladic Witness: Sarajevo 
Market Attackers ‘Unknown’

The chief of the UN military observers who investigated a 
blast at Sarajevo’s Markale market that killed 43 civilians 

in 1995 said the origin of the mortar attack could not be 
established.

JUSTICE REPORT

As the trial of Ratko Mladic continued in The Hague on Tuesday, defence 
witness Per Oien testified that an investigation by UN military observers 
could not determine who fired the shell that killed 43 people and wounded 
75 others at the Markale market on August 28, 1995.

According to the charges, the Bosnian Serb Army commanded by Mladic 
was responsible for the attack. Mladic has been charged with terrorising 
the population in Sarajevo with shelling and sniper fire.

Norwegian major Oien was the chief of UN’s military observers who con-
ducted an investigation into the blast. He personally came to the market 
about 20 minutes after the detonation.

While being examined by Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic, Oien said the in-
vestigation could not establish which of the conflicting parties fired the 
projectile.

“Both the VRS [Bosnian Serb Army] and the Bosnian Army [ABiH] had 
positions in the direction from which the grenade came to Markale, but 
the investigators could not determine the exact location from which it was 
fired,” Oien said.

He said the military observers reported on the facts they found in the field 
and what they personally saw. “Nothing can change that,” he said.

Defence lawyer Ivetic presented Oien with testimony by Dutch general 
Cornelius Nicolai, chief of staff of the UN peacekeeping force in Sarajevo, 
who said that “the chief UN military observer” told him the shell had 
come from the Serb side.

Oien denied having said that to Nicolai.
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When asked if he had received information that the Bosnian Army “shelled 
its own people”, which was mentioned as a possibility by Nicolai, Oien 
responded: “As far as I can remember, we suspected that the ABiH was 
shooting at Sarajevo.”

However, he admitted that he was not sure if those suspicions were ever 
supported by facts.

Seeking to prove that the Bosnian Serb Army attacked civilians, prosecutor 
Adam Veber quoted a Serb officer who said he would shoot “at all moving 
subjects, including women and children” because one of his soldiers was 
killed.

Oien responded by saying he had “never heard such an order”.

Mladic is also on trial for the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica, the 
persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in six municipalities, and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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04 FEBRUARY 2016

Bosnian Serb Police Chief 
‘Unaware of Subordinates’ 

Crimes’
Testifying in defence of Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko 
Mladic, a former police chief said he did not know in 1992 

that a special police squad under his command killed 
Bosniaks and Croats.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mile Matijevic, who was the chief of the regional police centre in Banja 
Luka in the spring of 1992, told the UN court on Wednesday that he did 
not know about crimes committed by the special police squad in Bosanski 
Novi, Kotor Varos and Prijedor at the time.

“This is not known to me,” the witness said in response to a question 
from Hague Tribunal prosecutor Arthur Traldi.

Matijevic confirmed that some of the members of the squad were crimi-
nals who had been assimilated from a paramilitary group called Serbian 
Defence Forces.

He said that “people inclined to criminal actions might commit crimes 
again” but could not confirm whether this happened or not.

The prosecutor also showed him Republika Srpska police documents 
which indicated that Simo Drljaca, the police chief in Prijedor, was pro-
moted three times between 1993 and 1994. Drljaca was also effectively 
under Matijevic’s command.

Traldi suggested that Drljaca was promoted after his officers shot about 
200 Bosniak captives and dumped their bodies into a pit at Koricanske 
Stijene on Mount Vlasic on August 21, 1992.

Matijevic responded that his regional police centre found out about some 
crimes immediately but did not know about others at all, and said he 
“cannot comment on the decisions” on Drljaca’s promotion.

When asked by the prosecutor if he knew that the Prijedor police killed the 
Bosniaks at Koricanske Stijene, the witness said: “I was familiar with it, 
but I did not know the details.”
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Mladic is on trial for the persecution of the non-Serb population through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in six 
municipalities, including Prijedor and Kotor Varos.

He is also accused of the genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica, terrorising 
the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Witness Matijevic denied having known about crimes against Bosniaks at 
the Omarska detention camp, near Prijedor, where police officers ques-
tioned prisoners, according to the prosecution.

“I heard about some security problems, but I did not go there,” said Mat-
ijevic.

However he added later on during the cross-examination that “it was 
known that crimes were committed” and “there were indications” that 
detainees were killed.

Matijevic rejected the allegation that he was involved in concealing a mass 
grave at the Tomasica mine, near Prijedor, from which more than 500 
bodies were exhumed in 2013 and 2014.

Prosecutor Traldi quoted Mladic’s wartime diary from May 1993, which 
suggested that a Bosnian Serb Army officer said that Matijevic was among 
those involved in concealing the grave.

“I know nothing about itÖ My conscience is absolutely clean,” the witness 
responded.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie said at the end of the hearing that no evi-
dence will be heard at the trial until the end of February due to problems 
related to bringing Mladic’s final defence witnesses to court.
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02 FEBRUARY 2016

Hague Prosecutors Dispute 
Mladic Expert’s Srebrenica 

Testimony
At the trial of Ratko Mladic, prosecutors tried to undermine 
claims by an expert witness who testified that thousands 

of Bosniaks were killed in fighting while escaping from 
Srebrenica, not in massacres.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic’s expert witness Dusan Pavlovic on Tuesday repeated his claim 
that “at least 4,000 to 5,000” Bosnian Army soldiers and civilians were 
killed when trying to break through Bosnian Serb lines and escape Sre-
brenica in July 1995, despite prosecution claims that his testimony was 
based on incorrect data.

During cross-examination, the prosecutor pointed to what he called fac-
tual inaccuracies in Pavlovic’s report, claiming that he did not accurately 
cite eyewitness statements about the disappearance or murder of Bosniak 
men who were trying to break through Serb lines and make it to safety in 
Tuzla after Srebrenica fell.

Pavlovic said thousands of Bosniaks were killed “during combat activities 
when trying to break through” Serb lines.

But the prosecutor cited statements by witnesses who said the Bosniaks 
were actually captured by Bosnian Serb forces and “died as victims of 
mass executions”.

Pavlovic said that he knew about these statements when preparing his 
report, but assumed they were false.

When the prosecutor said his assumption was wrong, Pavlovic responded 
that he “cannot say that it is 100 per cent wrong”.

“If the court’s investigative actions have been completed and if it has been 
determined they died in that way, I am not denying it at all,” Pavlovic said.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Mladic is on trial for the gen-
ocide of Srebrenica Bosniaks. He is also on trial for the persecutions of 
non-Serbs across the country, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Wednesday.
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18 DECEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness Alleges 
Srebrenica Massacre Toll Faked

An expert witness testifying in Ratko Mladic’s defence 
sought to prove that hundreds of Bosniaks from Srebrenica 

killed in an ambush by Bosnian Serb troops were falsely 
presented as victims of massacres.

JUSTICE REPORT

Expert witness Dusan Pavlovic told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague 
Tribunal on Thursday that the bodies of hundreds of Bosniaks alleged to 
be victims of massacres by Bosnian Serb troops were actually those of men 
killed in an ambush and skirmishes as they attempted to flee Srebrenica.

“Bodies were gathered and buried in graves right after the fighting,” al-
leged Pavlovic.

He claimed that the Bosnian Army also has reports about hundreds of 
bodies left behind after ambushes by Bosnian Serb troops.

“So the question, is where are those bodies? There are thousands of body 
partsÖ Some of them were placed in mass graves,” he said.

Pavlovic testified on Wednesday that hundreds or possibly thousands of 
Bosniak civilians and soldiers were killed in the ambush on road between 
Konjevic Polje and Nova Kasaba as a column of men from Srebrenica tried 
to break through Serb lines and reach safety in the town of Tuzla.

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic presented a statement from a former Bos-
nian Army solder Nuriz Selimovic, who was one of the survivors from the 
column.

“I think we had at least 4,000 to 5,000 losses,” Lukic quoted Selimovic as 
saying in his statement.

Pavlovic said Selimovic also quoted Swedish diplomat Carl Bildt, who was 
a EU representative during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Bildt wrote that “probably more than 4,000 people lost their lives in brutal 
ambushesÖ while the column was trying to reach safety”.
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Presiding judge Alphons Orie asked Pavlovic if he also believed Bildt’s 
statement that “in a series of massacres, Mladic prepared the killings of 
over 3,000 men who were left behind”.

Pavlovic replied that his expert report for the court did not deal with the 
destiny of those men, only the people in the column fleeing towards Tuzla.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for genocide against 
about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

According to the charges against him, about 15,000 Bosniak men, a third 
of whom were armed, began a breakout from Srebrenica on July 12, 1995, 
after it fell to Bosnian Serb forces. The Serbs set up ambushes for the Bos-
niaks who were fleeing.

He is also on trial for terrorising Sarajevo during the city’s siege, persecut-
ing non-Serbs across the country, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

After a seasonal break, the trial will resume on February 1.
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17 DECEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness: Srebrenica 
Victims ‘Killed in Ambush’

Testifying in defence of Ratko Mladic, an expert witness 
sought to prove that hundreds of Bosniaks from Srebrenica 
were killed in an ambush by the Bosnian Serb Army, not in 

organised massacres.

JUSTICE REPORT

Expert witness Dusan Pavlovic told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague 
Tribunal on Wednesday that on the night of July 12-13, 1995, a column of 
about 700 Bosnian Army soldiers and civilians were killed in an ambush by 
Serb troops while crossing a road.

Pavlovic said that in the end, the death toll reached between 2,000 and 
3,000 after the column tried to break through Serb lines.

According to eyewitnesses’ statements, they were killed when they came 
across a Serb ambush, but also in firefights, while some committed sui-
cide, Pavlovic said.

Mladic’s defence lawyer Branko Lukic quoted several statements which 
survivors from the column gave to Bosnian Army officials after having 
arrived in the town of Tuzla.

A document issued by the defence ministry of Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na said that following a Bosnian Serb artillery attack on a line of people 
crossing the road between Konjevic Polje and Nova Kasaba, eyewitnesses 
“saw about 1,000 people who had been killed next to the asphalt road”, 
Lukic said.

According to another eyewitness quoted in the same document, Serb forc-
es “fired grenades from a tank at the column of people, killing about 500 
Bosniaks”, he added.

Commenting on the excerpts quoted by Lukic, Pavlovic said he applied “a 
conservative approach” when assessing that “at least 700” people from 
the column were killed while crossing the road.

“I chose their smallest estimates,” the witness said.
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Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for genocide against 
about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

According to the charges against him, about 15,000 Bosniak men, a third 
of whom were armed, began a breakout from Srebrenica on July 12, 1995, 
after it fell to Bosnian Serb forces. The Serbs set up ambushes for the Bos-
niaks who were fleeing.

He is also on trial for terrorising Sarajevo during the city’s siege, persecut-
ing non-Serbs across the country, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

At the beginning of Wednesday’s hearing, prosecutors cross-examined a 
former member of wartime Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic’s security 
detail, who alleged on Tuesday that the Bosniak leader approved a deadly 
attack Sarajevo’s Markale market in the winter of 1994.

However the majority of the cross-examination was conducted behind 
closed doors to conceal the identity of the protected witness.

During the open part of the hearing the witness confirmed that some of 
the members of the Biseri security unit, which guarded Izetbegovic, were 
Serbs.

The trial continues.
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16 DECEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness Claims 
Bosniaks Staged Market Attack

At Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial, a protected witness 
alleged that the deadly attack on Sarajevo’s Markale 

market in 1994 was carried out by the Bosnian Army, not 
Serb forces.

JUSTICE REPORT

Protected witness GRM-116, who testified in Mladic’s defence at the Hague 
Tribunal on Tuesday, claimed that the attack on the market that killed 66 
civilians in February 1994 was approved by the then Bosnian president 
Alija Izetbegovic.

The witness said that as a member of the Biseri special security unit from 
1992 to 1994, he worked on security at the Bosnian presidency building.

He said that during that time he could hear what Izetbegovic and others 
said during meetings.

According to the witness, Izetbegovic’s main goal was to ensure Western 
intervention to help the Bosniaks “by creating mass suffering in Sarajevo 
and Srebrenica”.

He said that Izetbegovic was heavily influenced by Islamic community 
leader Mustafa Ceric. According to the witness, Ceric convinced Izetbego-
vic that “losses must be suffered”.

Speaking about the attack on the Markale market, GRM-116 testified that 
was “Ceric’s idea, which was carried out by generals Sefer Halilovic and 
Mustafa Hajrulahovic, alias ‘the Italian’”.

“I was there when Alija [Izetbegovic] approved this,” he said.

At the next meeting, the witness said that Halilovic reported the first at-
tempt was a failure because the mortar hit the roof of the market.

“Alija told them to try again. They went and soon we heard what happened 
with Markale,” he said.

Izetbegovic, who died in 2003, said after the attack that it was a “black and 
terrible day for the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.
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As commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, Ratko Mladic is charged with 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo during wartime with a campaign of 
shelling and sniping.

According to the charges, the mortar which killed 66 citizens at the 
Markale market on February 5, 1994 was fired from Bosnian Serb posi-
tions.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, 
persecution of non-Serbs across the country and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

The trial continues on Wednesday with the cross-examination of the pro-
tected witness.
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08 DECEMBER 2015

Bosnian Serb President’s 
Mladic Testimony Challenged
At the trial of Ratko Mladic, the prosecution challenged 

Republika Srpska President Milorad Dodik’s claims that the 
persecution of Muslims and Croats was not a Serb wartime 

goal.

JUSTICE REPORT

Under cross-examination at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday, Dodik was 
asked whether the Bosnian Serb Army followed the strategic war aims de-
clared by the Republika Srpska parliament in 1992, the first of which was 
the separation of Serbs from Bosniaks and Croats.

“The Army of the Republika Srpska, in the framework of the law, imple-
mented the decisions of government and parliament,” Dodik agreed.

But, he insisted, “the primary objective was the defence of the population 
from Muslim, and later from Muslim-Croatian aggression”.

Bosnian Serb military commander Mladic is on trial for the persecution 
of the Bosniak and Croat population throughout the country, which in six 
municipalities allegedly reached the level of genocide.

During the war, Dodik was an independent member of the Republika Srp-
ska parliament.

Asked if he had ever heard at parliament sessions “even a hint” that the 
persecution of non-Serbs was being advocated, Dodik replied: “I have not 
heard such a story about ethnic cleansing and persecution.”

When the prosecutor recalled that one Republika Srpska MP said in May 
1992 that there was a need for “conquests” in places where Serbs were a 
minority, such as the town of Brcko, Dodik said that he did not remember.

He said that Brcko was “an important communication point and a legit-
imate military target, but not from the standpoint of ethnic cleansing”.

Shown a statement from a Republika Srpska MP from autumn 1992, speak-
ing about “Muslims and Croats that we expelled”, Dodik responded: “I do 
not remember who this gentleman was, let alone what he was saying.”
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Dodik responded in a similar way when prosecutor Tieger quoted another 
Republika Srpska MP saying that “we want an ethnically pure state” and 
so “there must be moving and resettlement” of the non-Serb population.

“I do not know who this man is, I think he is not an MP, and I do not know 
whether I was in the assembly meeting,” Dodik said.

Using parliamentary statements by Republika Srpska President Radovan 
Karadzic, prosecutor Tieger try to prove that Bosnian Serb leaders had an 
advance plan to create their own state.

Dodik however insisted that all of the Bosnian Serbs’ actions were to pre-
serve Yugoslavia in reaction to the secession of the Bosniaks and Croats 
from the federal state.

“You’re wrong that there was a plan in advance... I do not know about this 
plan, I have never seen it before,” he said Dodik.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising civilians in 
Sarajevo with a lengthy shelling and sniping campaign, and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Wednesday.



- 89 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

07 DECEMBER 2015

Bosnian Serb President 
Defends Mladic on War Crimes

Milorad Dodik, the president of Republika Srpska, told 
Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that the Bosnian Serbs did 
not have an official wartime policy of ethnically cleansing 

Bosniaks and Croats.

Milorad Dodik testifying in The Hague. Photo: ICTY.

JUSTICE REPORT

“I can say today that I am totally confident that the official policy of that 
time was not ethnic cleansing,” Dodik told the UN-backed court in The 
Hague on Monday.

Now president of Republika Srpska, Dodik was a lawmaker during the war 
in the entity’s parliament, although not a member of the governing Serb 
Democratic Party founded by Radovan Karadzic.

Asked by Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic if he ever heard of a plan to expel 
Muslims and Croats from Republika Srpska, Dodik replied: “No, that was 
never given as a goal.”

On the contrary, Dodik said that there “were attempts to involve Bosniaks 
and Croats in the Assembly of Republika Srpska”.

Asked about the fact that the Republika Srpska Assembly adopted a strate-
gic goal during the war to separate itself from Bosniaks and Croats, Dodik 
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said that “the separation was already ongoing in 1992 - the Muslims and 
Croats had politically and institutionally separated themselves”.

“We never said the Serbs did not want an agreement and consensus with 
the other two peoples. It was not our intention to divide ourselves based 
on ethnic cleansing and killings,” he added.

Although he did not deny that killings did take place later, Dodik said that 
“no political decision was made with the goal of physically separating the 
Serbs from all the others”.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats in territories under Serb control, 
which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several municipalities.

He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the inhabitants of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During his testimony on Monday, Dodik also claimed that the Bosnian war 
was caused by the “unconstitutional secession of the Muslims and Croats 
from Yugoslavia, despite the objections of the Serbs”.

Dodik alleged that the wartime leader of the Bosniak Party for Democratic 
Action, the first Bosnian president Alija Izetbegovic, was a “religious rad-
ical” whose extreme views led to the war breaking out.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Alan Tieger insisted however that 
the Bosnian Muslims were a “very European people and not religious fa-
natics”.

Dodik replied: “Maybe that’s how you see it, but why did they follow 
Izetbegovic and his politics? I am not saying all Muslims are radical, but 
Izetbegovic’s politics were widely accepted. They knew about his extreme 
religious views.”

The prosecution will continue cross-examining Dodik on Tuesday.
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02 DECEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness: Separation 
Was Serbs’ Wartime Goal

A Serbian historian told Ratko Mladic’s trial at the Hague 
Tribunal that Bosnian Serbs believed during wartime that 

sharing a common state with Bosniaks and Croats was 
impossible.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence expert witness Milos Kovic told the UN-backed court in The 
Hague on Tuesday that the Bosnian Serbs saw no alternative to creating a 
state of their own during the 1992-95 war.

“Serbs advocated separation, it was the first aim of the war, because they 
lost the illusion of the survival of a common state,” Kovic told the prose-
cutor during cross-examination.

Prosecutor Arthur Traldi quoted several official Bosnian Serb documents 
and statements by Mladic about the expulsion of Muslims from the terri-
tory of the planned Serb state.

But Kovic responded that this was “not evidence of ethnic cleansing”.

The prosecutor also quoted that Mladic as saying during a Bosnian Serb 
parliamentary session in 1994 that there was a “historic chance to create 
an all-Serb state in which as few enemies would remain as possible”.

But Kovic again insisted that this did not prove that there was a plan to 
ethnically cleanse the territory.

“All-Serb does not mean that in this state there will be no non-Serbs. This 
means only the democratic right of the Serb people to self-determination, 
which other nations had,” he said.

Prosecutor Traldi quoted Mladic saying that “Muslims and Croats are a 
danger”.

But Kovic responded by saying that the Bosnian Serb army chief was “not 
talking about Muslims and Croats that remain in the Serbian state, but 
about those from outside”.
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Asked whether it was a coincidence that after Mladic’s speech, almost 
exclusively Serb territory was carved out, the historian countered: “The 
Serbs were fighting for self-determination and the creation of a Serb 
state, not fighting for an ethnically-pure territory. There could not be a 
Serb state without minorities.”

Mladic is accused of the wartime persecution of Muslims and Croats 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of 
genocide in six municipalities.

He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising civilians in Sara-
jevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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01 DECEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness Says Bosnian 
Conflict was Civil War

Serbian historian Milos Kovic told Ratko Mladic’s trial 
at the Hague Tribunal that the Bosnian conflict was a 

secessionist civil war in which all three forces carried out 
ethnic cleansing.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying in Mladic’s defence in The Hague on Monday, historian Kovic 
said the Bosnian Serbs’ key actions during the war were forced on them by 
Bosniak and Croat secession, because they made the first moves with their 
aspirations for sovereignty.

“That was a secessionist civil war in which the Serbs tried to stay together 
and respond to the secessionist moves,” Kovic told the UN-backed war 
crimes court.

He accused prosecution experts Patrick Traynor and Robert Donia, who 
testified earlier in the trial, of presenting evidence to the court, “taking 
the facts out of context of history”.

Because of this lack of context and their analysis of the conflict from a 
one-sided perspective, “it could have been proved that Great Britain 
threatened Hitler’s Germany [during WWII]”, he argued.

Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko Mladic is charged with the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats across the country, which allegedly reached the scale 
of genocide in six municipalities.

He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Kovic said it was “shocking” that Donia had written about the battles for 
Sarajevo without a mention of the Serb victims, suggesting that the pros-
ecution expert saw the fighting in the city as “a war between good and 
evil”.

According to Kovic, the Bosnian Serb Army’s actions in Sarajevo were pro-
voked by blockades of the Yugoslav People’s Army barracks in the city in 
1992 and by the creation of armed militias by the Bosniak-led Party of 
Democratic Action, which evolved into Bosnian Army.
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During cross-examination, prosecutor Arthur Traldi asked the witness if 
he denied that there had been Muslim victims in Sarajevo.

“I do not deny the suffering of the Muslim civilians in Sarajevo and Bos-
nia,” Kovic responded, but complained again that Donia did not mention 
Serb victims in the capital.

Asked if he accepted that the Bosnian Serb Army terrorised the population 
of Sarajevo with a shelling and sniping campaign while it besieged the 
city, as stated in the indictment, Kovic claimed that the opposite was true.

“There was indiscriminate shelling and sniping... but against Serbs,” he 
alleged.

The trial continues.
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25 NOVEMBER  2015

UN Envoy: Serbs Committed 
Worst Crime in Bosnia

Former UN peace envoy Yasushi Akashi told Ratko Mladic’s 
trial that all sides committed crimes during the Bosnian 

war, but the Serbs were responsible for the most heinous 
atrocity in Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Yasushi Akashi, a Japanese diplomat who worked for the UN during the 
Bosnian war, testified at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that he witnessed 
crimes by all sides in 1994 and 1995, but that the killings of thousands of 
Bosniaks by Bosnian Serb forces was the “worst crime”.

Prosecutor Alan Tieger asked the witness whether he agreed that genocide 
was not one of the Bosnian government’s official policies, but was a policy 
of the Bosnian Serb leadership.

“That is correct,” replied Akashi.

However, during additional questioning by Mladic’s lawyer Dragan In-
vetic, the witness said he did not completely agree with the prosecutor’s 
assertion.

Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko Mladic is charged with the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats across the country, which allegedly reached the 
scale of genocide in six municipalities. He is also on trial for genocide in 
Srebrenica, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

Akashi was the UN secretary-general’s envoy in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
for most of 1994 and 1995. He started his testimony on Monday, when he 
said that the Bosnian government did not want a permanent ceasefire in 
1994 and 1995, unlike the Serbs.

Akashi said on Tuesday that after the fall of Srebrenica, Bosnian Serb lead-
ers did not to allow the Red Cross to see the Bosniak prisoners from the 
town.

“Our efforts were in vain,” he said.
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When the Red Cross was finally allowed access to the Batkovici detention 
camp near Bijeljina, they found around 100 Srebrenica captives, while the 
“destiny of some 7,000 missing was unclear”, said Akashi.

“We were kept in the dark regarding what happened in Srebrenica,” he 
added.

Prosecutor Tieger quoted from Akashi’s book about the Bosnian conflict, 
in which he said that Mladic was an “emotional nationalist” who did not 
see Serb and non-Serb victims as equal.

Akashi also said in his book that a possible motive for Srebrenica was re-
venge for Serbs’ killings.

The witness agreed that he did write that, but said those were just his 
musings about the reason for the massacres.

Akashi also confirmed that Bosnian Serb forces captured UN peacekeepers 
in the summer of 1995 and used them as human shields to prevent NATO 
strikes.

The trial continues on Wednesday.
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23 NOVEMBER  2015

UN Envoy: Bosnian Govt ‘Didn’t 
Want Permanent Ceasefire’

Former United Nations peace envoy Yasushi Akashi told 
Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that the Bosnian 

government did not want a permanent ceasefire in 1994 
and 1995, unlike the Serbs.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying for Mladic’s defence on Monday, Japanese diplomat Akashi said 
that Bosniak leaders and US officials believed in 1994 and 1995 that a per-
manent ceasefire would allow Serbs to keep large parts of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina which they had taken by force previously in the war.

Akashi added that the Serbs at that point had 80 per cent of Bosnian terri-
tory, but in the end, in November 1995, signed the Dayton peace deal that 
gave them 49 per cent of the country.

Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko Mladic is charged with the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats which reached the scale of genocide in six municipal-
ities. He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Akashi was the UN secretary-general’s envoy in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
for most of 1994 and 1995.
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Answering questions from Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic, the Japanese 
diplomat said that the Bosnian Army was being “actively assisted militar-
ily” by the Americans, Germans and some Islamic countries.

Akashi also said that UN-designated ‘safe areas’ ñ such as Srebrenica and 
Sarajevo ñ weren’t demilitarised despite the fact this was a precondition 
in the agreements.

He said that a UN investigation determined that the mortar which killed 
dozens of citizens at Sarajevo’s Markale market in 1994 could have been 
fired by either Serb or Bosniak forces.

“The conclusion of the commission, which I accepted, was that the attack 
could have come from both sides,” said Akashi, adding that the interna-
tional media only blamed the Serbs for the attack.

According to Mladic’s indictment, the Bosnian Serb Army fired a projectile 
which killed 66 civilians and injured more than 100 other at the Markale 
market in February 1994.

Defence lawyer Ivetic quoted from Akashi’s book about the Bosnian con-
flict that US President Clinton’s administration was prone to seeing the 
Sarajevo-based Bosniak government as “good”, and the Serbs as “evil”.

The Japanese diplomat said that he stood by his claims but “within the 
context of the events described in the book”.

Akashi will continue his testimony at Mladic’s trial on Tuesday.
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20 NOVEMBER  2015

Mladic Witness: Serbs 
Committed ‘Massive Crime’ at 

Srebrenica
Defence military expert Mitar Kovac admitted at Ratko 

Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal that Serb forces 
committed a ‘massive crime’ against Bosniaks from 

Srebrenica in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

During cross-examination at the UN-backed court in The Hague on Thurs-
day, defence witness Kovac admitted that the massacres of thousands of 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica by Bosnian Serb Army troops were criminal.

Asked by prosecutor Adam Weber to give an example of a crime against 
Bosniaks, Kovac replied: “The massive crime in Srebrenica... There were 
some other lesser-known crimes during the war.”

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
the genocide of around 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in the days that 
followed his troops’ occupation of the town on July 11, 1995.

He is also being tried for terrorising the population of Sarajevo with a 
long-running campaign of sniping and shelling during Serb forces’ 1992-
95 siege of the Bosnian capital.

Prosecutor Veber said that Bosnian Serb Army kept Sarajevo “under siege... 
to make the enemy surrender”.

Kovac however argued that this was a legitimate military blockade.

“The difference is that a blockade does not force those inside to leave the 
city. That is a legitimate military action, which is undertaken by all ar-
mies,” he said.

Kovac said that prosecutor’s suggestion that Serb snipers wanted to 
“spread fear” among civilians in Sarajevo was false.

He claimed that the local Sarajevo authorities and Bosniak armed forces 
were responsible for the suffering of civilians in the city because they did 
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not take them out of the conflict zone, which was their obligation accord-
ing to the laws of war.

Prosecutor Weber quoted Mladic as saying that his forces would shell Sa-
rajevo until it made people in the city “go crazy”.

Kovac responded that this was just “a derogatory phrase for neutralising 
people defending themselves”.

The prosecutor reminded him that Mladic’s forces’ overall military aim, 
proclaimed by the Bosnian Serb parliament in May 1992, was the separa-
tion of Serbs from Muslims and Croats.

But Kovac responded: “Initial formations of armed people separated the 
peoples, and the armies came across this situation.”

The prosecutor then asserted that the Bosnian Serb Army “conquered ter-
ritory by force”.

But the witness replied that “all three [Bosniak, Croat and Serb] armies 
conquered by force in the civil war”.

Mladic is also charged with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats which 
reached the scale of genocide in six municipalities, and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.



- 101 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

19 NOVEMBER  2015

Mladic Witness Denies Digging 
Mass Grave

Ratko Mladic’s defence used the witness’s testimony 
to deny allegations that the Bosnian Serb Army was 
responsible for a mass grave containing hundreds of 

bodies in Tomasica near Prijedor.

JUSTICE REPORT

Witness Dragan Vujcic, a former engineer in the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
Prijedor Brigade, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday 
that he never received an order to bury corpses at the quarry in Tomasica 
where the mass grave was later found.

According to Vujcic, the brigade’s construction equipment had “was never 
used for burying the bodies”.

He said that he had never been to Tomasica and that he heard about the 
mass grave for the first time “from the media when the bodies were ex-
humed”.

According to the International Commission on Missing Persons, 604 bod-
ies were identified after the exhumation, which was completed last year, 
in the primary grave in Tomasica and a secondary grave in nearby Jakarina 
Kosa.

The Hague Tribunal prosecution is trying to prove that these were bodies 
of Bosniaks from nearby villages, killed by Bosnian Serb Army during an 
ethnic cleansing operation in the Prijedor area in 1992.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats which reached the scale of geno-
cide in Prijedor. He is also on trial for terrorising the population of Sara-
jevo, genocide in Srebrenica and several other municipalities, and taking 
UN peacekeepers hostage.

Answering the prosecutor’s questions, Vujcic confirmed that during the 
spring and summer of 1992, his unit used the equipment from the Ljubija 
quarry complex, which has sites at Tomasica and Jakarina Kosa, but only 
for “construction of a road towards Gradacac”.
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“We were never in Tomasica... I didn’t know anything before the exhu-
mation. I did not know about the [detention] camps [where Bosniaks were 
held] either, since I was on the battlefield non-stop,” Vujcic said.

Asked if he could rule out the possibility that the brigade’s excavators and 
bulldozers were used for burying the bodies in Tomasica, the witness said: 
“I don’t know that, I am not familiar with that, because I was on the 
ground non-stop.”

The trial continues.
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17 NOVEMBER  2015

Mladic Witness Blames 
Muslims for Bosnian War

Defence military expert Mitar Kovac told Ratko Mladic’s 
trial that the leading Bosniak Party for Democratic Action 

(SDA) caused the war because it wanted a Muslim-
dominated state.

JUSTICE REPORT

Kovac told the Hague Tribunal on Monday that former Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic’s Islamic Declaration, originally published in 1969 but 
republished before the war in 1990, formed the ideological basis for what 
he claimed was the Party for Democratic Action’s fight for an Islamic state.

The SDA “fought for a state which would be based on Islam and exclud-
ed other religions and did not allow them influence on the government”, 
Kovac told the UN-backed court.

Kovac alleged this was “the trigger for the fight between the other two 
peoples”, the Serbs and Croats.

Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic quoted the Islamic Declaration as saying 
that the “Islamic movement must take over the government as soon as it 
is powerful enough not just to remove the non-Islamic authorities, but to 
build an entirely Islamic system”.

“This means that armed formations must be created which will be active 
in the Islamic state,” said Kovac.

In 1991 the SDA created the Patriotic League and the Green Berets, which 
the witness alleged were “armed paramilitaries”.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats which reached the scale of genocide 
in several municipalities. He is also on trial for terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo, genocide in Srebrenica and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Kovac denied that the Bosnian Serbs held Sarajevo under siege, saying that 
the Bosnian capital was a “divided city with blockades by both Serb and 
Muslim forces”.
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The military expert claimed that Sarajevo was “under military occupa-
tion”, because it was home to 40,000 to 50,000 members of the Bosnian 
Army.

The amount of ammunition fired by the Bosnian Serb Army on the city was 
within ‘normal limits’, Kovac insisted.

Commenting on the Srebrenica genocide charges, he alleged that despite 
UN orders to demilitarise the enclave in 1995, more than 10,000 Bosnian 
Army fighters remained inside.

Mladic’s presence in Srebrenica on July 11, 1995 does not mean that he 
commanded the troops who carried out the massacres, Kovac said. He said 
that Mladic was definitely not in charge of the troops responsible for the 
killings while he was in Belgrade between July 14 and 17, 1995.

The trial continues on Tuesday.
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13 NOVEMBER  2015

Bosnian Serb Official Admits 
Helping Srebrenica Fugitives

Testifying in defence of Ratko Mladic, former Bosnian Serb 
deputy interior minister Dragan Kijac said that in 1996 he 

gave fake identification cards to Srebrenica massacre 
suspects so they could flee to Serbia.

JUSTICE REPORT

Kijac testified at the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that he was ordered to 
give fake identification cards to eight former members of the Bosnian Serb 
Army’s Srpska Tenth Reconnaissance Unit so they could escape potential 
prosecution.

He said he received the order from Petar Salapura, the former commander 
of the Bosnian Serb Army Main Headquarters’ information section.

The order, which prosecutor Arthur Traldi presented to the witness in the 
courtroom, stated that fact identification cards were needed by “persons 
indicted by the Hague Tribunal”.

At that time, only Mladic and Bosnian Serb political leader Radovan Karad-
zic were charged with war crimes by the UN-backed court in The Hague.

Kijac said that assisting the fugitives was “totally fine”.

“In 1996 I had no obligation to cooperate with the Tribunal,” he said.

Among those given fake identification, Kijac admitted, was Drazen Er-
demovic, who in 1996 admitted to taking part in the killings of over 1,000 
Bosniaks in a village near Zvornik after the fall of Srebrenica.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
genocide in July 1995 in Srebrenica, when units under his control killed 
more then 7,000 Bosniak men and boys.

Prosecutor Traldi also showed Kijac an order in which Mladic authorised 
Erdemovic and three other soldiers to travel to Serbia in 1996. The witness 
said he “had no knowledge” about who they were.

Asked by presiding judge Alphons Orie if he knew that by giving fake iden-
tification to suspects he was “obstructing the Tribunal”, Kijac replied: 
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“From this perspective, yesÖ But I was just acting under the law at that 
time.”

Traldi also quoted Mladic’s notes made during a meeting with Karadzic, 
after a visit to Bosnia by US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. Karadzic 
said, according to the notes, that “a big show was made for Albright and 
they expected to find 1,200 bodies but found only five”.

Mladic is also being tried for genocide in several other municipalities in 
1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

Karadzic is awaiting his verdict for genocide and other crimes in Bosnia 
during wartime.

Mladic’s trial continues on Monday.
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10 NOVEMBER  2015

Mladic Witness: Police Buried 
Bodies in Mass Grave

A defence witness at Ratko Mladic’s trial said he did not 
know in 1992 that the bodies of Bosniaks and Croats were 

being buried in mines he ran near Prijedor, but believes that 
local police did it.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Ostoja Marjanovic told the Hague Tribunal on Monday 
that he only heard about the mass graves at the Tomasica and Jakarina 
Kosa mines in 2003, via testimony at the UN-backed court, despite the 
fact that he was the director of the Ljubija mining company which was in 
charge of both sites where the bodies of Bosniaks and Croats were buried 
in 1992.

Marjanovic said however that he believed the Prijedor police and not the 
Bosnian Serb Army buried the corpses.

He said that he based his assumption on the fact that Prijedor police of-
ficers were also in charge of clearing the bodies after mass killings on 
Koricanske Stijene on Mount Vlasic in 1992.

He said that he did not know where the bodies in the Tomasica and Jaka-
rina Kosa mines came from.

Asked if he knew that in June 1992, non-Serbs were killed in one of his 
mines, Marjanovic replied: “It is possible. I don’t know the details, but it’s 
possible.”

The Hague prosecution seeking to prove that the hundreds of bodies found 
at the mines in Tomasica and Jakarina Kosa were those of victims killed 
by Bosnian Serb forces under Mladic’s command in an ethnic cleansing 
campaign in 1992.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide in several municipalities, among them Prijedor. He is also on 
trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Marjanovic continues his testimony on Tuesday.
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03 NOVEMBER  2015

Mladic Prosecution Highlights 
Defence Expert’s ‘Mistakes’
The prosecutor at the trial of Ratko Mladic tried to 

undermine claims by a defence ballistics expert that 
Bosnian Serb Army snipers did not intentionally kill or 

wound civilians in besieged Sarajevo.

JUSTICE REPORT

Hague Tribunal prosecutor Carolyn Edgerton cross-examined Mladic’s 
expert witness Mile Poparic on Monday, claiming there were mistakes, 
inaccuracies and false allegations in his testimony.

Edgerton said that Poparic wrongly concluded that civilians in Sarajevo 
were not intentionally targeted from Bosnian Serb Army positions during 
the wartime siege of the city.

The prosecutor denied Poparic’s allegation that 14-year-old Tarik Zunic, 
who was wounded in the Sedrenik neighbourhood on March 6, 1995, was 
probably hit by a stray bullet fired in an exchange of fire between the Bos-
nian Army and Serb troops.

Quoting a report by the UN peacekeeping force UNPROFOR which said 
peacekeepers opened fire at Bosnian Serb sniper positions from which ci-
vilians were being shot at, prosecutor Edgerton suggested this was the 
“exchange of fire” mentioned by the expert witness.

“I believe there was an exchange of fire between the conflicting partiesÖ 
The situation was very complex Ö I do not know what happened when 
Tarik Zunic arrived,” Poparic responded.

The prosecutor also said that in his report, Poparic intentionally changed 
the location where Zunic was hit, so it would appear that it was not have 
been visible from Bosnian Serb positions.

The witness responded by saying that the location was different from the 
one mentioned by the victim, but it was shown to him by eyewitnesses.

Former Bosnian Serb Army chief Mladic is charged with terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo. The indictment mentions 17 sniper attacks in 
which civilians were killed and wounded in the city.
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Edgerton dedicated most of her cross-examination to proving that Bos-
nian Serb Army sniper positions from which civilians were fired upon on 
several occasions were located in the Blind People’s House in the Nedzarici 
neighbourhood of Sarajevo.

Expert witness Poparic stuck to his assertion that he “never received such 
information”.

He accepted the allegation that Serb forces were in the building, but dis-
agreed with the allegation that there was “an organised firing position” 
there.

The prosecutor presented him with an UNPROFOR document from July 
1995 which said the commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s Ilidzans-
ka Brigade “admitted” that snipers opened fire from the Blind People’s 
House and promised it would not happen again.

“It is true the commander admitted that somebody had opened fire from 
the Blind People’s House, but it does not mean it was an organised firing 
position maybe somebody opened fire sporadically ñ one case of shooting 
was registered,” Poparic responded.

Mladic has also been charged with genocide in Srebrenica, persecution of 
Muslims and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached 
the scale of genocide in six municipalities, and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

The prosecutor continues cross-examining Poparic on Tuesday.
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30 OCTOBER 2015

Bosnian Serb Army ‘Didn’t 
Shoot Mother and Son’

A ballistics expert testifying in Ratko Mladic’s defence 
denied that a bullet that killed a seven-year-old boy and 
wounded his mother in Sarajevo in 1994 was fired from 

Serb positions.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Mile Poparic told the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that a 
sniper bullet that wounded mother Dzenana Sokolovic in downtown Sara-
jevo on November 18, 1994 and then killed her son Nermin Divovic was not 
fired by the Bosnian Serb Army, as Mladic’s indictment says.

Poparic said it had not been properly determined from which side the bul-
let came, because police reports indicated the victims were hit from the 
right, while medical documentation suggested they were hit from the left.

“The boy could not have been hit with the same bullet as his mother, if 
the bullet came from the right side, ie. from a building in [the Sarajevo 
neighbourhood of] Grbavica, where [Bosnian Serb Army] positions were 
located, as alleged in the indictment,” he said.

He argued that the same bullet could have hit the boy in his head and then 
the mother in her stomach, as the doctors said, if it came from their left 
side - from territory controlled by the Bosnian Army.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is charged with terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo with shelling and sniper attacks. The indictment 
lists 17 sniper attacks in which civilians were killed and wounded in the 
city.

Popovic also said Serb forces could not have staged on an attack on a tram 
near the former Marshal Tito military barracks on November 23, 1994, in 
which two women were wounded.

He further testified that 14-year-old Tarik Zunic, who was wounded in 
the Sedrenik neighbourhood on March 6, 1995, was most probably hit by 
a stray bullet during an exchange of fire between the Bosnian Army and 
Serb forces.



- 111 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

At the beginning of cross-examination, prosecutor Caroline Edgerton 
questioned Poparic’s credibility as an expert, claiming he did not visit 
some of the locations of the incidents he testified about, that he was not 
a trained investigator, nor a court pathologist or lawyer, and that he used 
the wrong maps.

Edgerton also alleged he was not a credible witness because he was “a 
member of a tank crew” with the Bosnian Serb Army, which Poparic con-
firmed was correct.

The trial continues on Monday.
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29 OCTOBER 2015

Bosniaks Blamed for Sarajevo 
Sniper Attacks

A defence ballistics expert told Ratko Mladic’s trial that 
the Bosnian Serb Army did not carry out sniper attacks 
on Sarajevo in 1994, accusing Bosniak forces of being 

responsible for the shootings.

JUSTICE REPORT

Ballistics expert Mile Poparic testified in Mladic’s defence at the UN-
backed court in The Hague on Wednesday that Bosnian Serb forces did not 
fire on civilians riding in trams in Sarajevo city centre in October 1994.

Poparic said that after analysing the bullets’ trajectory, he concluded that 
the shots could not have come from the Metalka building, which was un-
der Serb control, as Mladic’s indictment alleges.

“All the evidence points to this conclusion and we concluded that all three 
trams were shot at from the executive council building, which was under 
the control of the Bosnian Army,” said Poparic.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
a series of sniping and shelling incidents during the siege of Sarajevo. 
He is also on trial for the genocide in Srebrenica and other municipali-
ties, persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the country and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Analysing an incident in which civilians Nafa Taric and her daughter Elma 
were wounded by sniper fire in September 1993 while walking in the city, 
Poparic said that “the shooter must have fired before seeing Mrs. Taric”, 
because she was covered by a barricade.

Poparic did not however dispute that the woman could have been shot 
from a position held by Serb troops 800 metres away.

Speaking about the wounding of a 16-year-old girl called Sanela Mura-
tovic, who was hit by a sniper’s bullet in June 1994, the defence expert said 
it happened because of a ricochet.

Poparic said Muratovic was walking down the street during an exchange of 
fire and the bullet first struck a nearby building before hitting her.

The expert also denied the prosecution claim that the bullet came from the 
Department for the Blind, which was held by the Bosnian Serbs, insisting 
that Muratovic would have been only partially visible from that spot.

The trial continues.



- 113 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

28 OCTOBER 2015

Bosnian Serb Army ‘Didn’t 
Target Three-Year-Old’

A defence ballistics expert told Ratko Mladic’s trial that the 
Bosnian Serb Army could not have been responsible for 

sniper attacks on Sarajevo that wounded a small child and 
killed others.

JUSTICE REPORT

Ballistics expert Mile Poparic told the UN-backed court in The Hague on 
Tuesday that the Bosnian Serb Army did not stage the 17 sniper attacks on 
Sarajevo during the wartime siege of the city which are listed in Mladic’s 
indictment.

Poparic insisted that Bosnian Serb troops did not intentionally wound 
three-year-old Anisa Pita while she was playing near her house in De-
cember 1992.

The expert said that the child’s location could not be seen from Serb posi-
tions at Stijena Baba above Sarajevo, which is where the shot came from, 
according to the prosecution.

“The girl was not visible from Stijena Baba and she was not targeted in-
tentionally,” said Poparic.

In Poparic’s report, which he prepared based on the findings of the Sara-
jevo police and other available material, he said that it was not possible, 
under the rules of ballistics, for the shots listed in the indictment to come 
from the Bosnian Serb side.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
a series of sniping and shelling incidents during the siege of Sarajevo. 
He is also on trial for the genocide in Srebrenica and other municipali-
ties, persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the country and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The ballistics expert also tried to prove that the Bosnian Serbs were not 
guilty for the killing of a woman called Munira Zametica while she was 
drawing water from the Dobrinja river in July 1993.

Poparic said it was “completely impossible” that Zametica was hit near 
the river, which had a concrete wall on its side, with a bullet fired from a 
Serbian Orthodox church which was 1,100 metres away.

The trial continues.
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27 OCTOBER 2015

Mladic Witness: Bosniaks ‘Left 
Srebrenica Voluntarily’

At the war crimes trial of Ratko Mladic, a defence witness 
said that Bosniak civilians left Srebrenica voluntarily after 

the town fell to the Bosnian Serb Army in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

“The people wanted to leave the territory. As far as I know, they left of 
their own accord,” defence witness Ljubodrag Gajic, a former member of 
Bosnian Serb police special forces who was in Potocari near Srebrenica 
at the time, told former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic’s trial in The 
Hague on Monday.

Gajic admitted however that members of the Bosnian Serb police’s special 
forces unit killed Muslim prisoners in the village of Kravica in July 1995, 
after the fall of Srebrenica.

The indictment charges Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bosnian 
Serb Army, with genocide against about 7,000 Srebrenica Bosniaks in the 
days that followed the occupation of the town on July 11, 1995.

As evidence that the Bosniak population left Srebrenica voluntarily, Mlad-
ic’s lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic showed a recording filmed on July 12, 1995 
showing the defendant telling Bosniak civilians they would be transferred 
to territory “under the control of [Bosnian wartime president] Alija [Izet-
begovic’s] forces” and that they should not be afraid.

Mladic Witness ‘Died of Natural Causes’

The Hague Tribunal said on Monday that an autopsy had revealed that 
no foul play was involved in the death of Serbian forensic expert Dusan 
Dunjic.

Dunjic died last week in a Dutch hotel before he was due to testify in Ratko 
Mladic’s defence at the Tribunal.

“A pathologist from Serbia was also in attendance and observed the au-
topsy. As a result of the autopsy it was concluded that Mr. Dunjic died of 
natural causes,” the Tribunal said in a statement.



- 115 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

Gajic testified that on July 12 and 13, 1995 he did not witness the abuse of 
Bosniaks, but said that Serb civilians “violently” separated the able-bod-
ied men from their families.

According to the witness, who led talks between Serb police officers and 
UN peacekeepers in Srebrenica, the men were then detained in a nearby 
“white house”.

“The separation was a surprise to me, because Mladic said everyone would 
be evacuated,” Gajic said.

Before they entered the “white house”, the witness said, the Bosniak men 
had to dump their bags and other belongings, and their money was taken 
away from them.

During cross-examination, the witness said that on the early morning of 
July 14, 1995, near an agricultural warehouse in the village of Kravica, he 
saw what he thought was a soldier firing a machine gun at Bosniak pris-
oners detained in the warehouse. He said however that he later learned 
that the soldier was actually a special policeman.

According to the indictment, around 1,000 Bosniak prisoners were killed 
at the warehouse in Kravica on July 13 and 14 - the first mass killing of 
Srebrenica civilians.

Gajic said that about 400 metres from the warehouse, he and other police 
officers from his unit were tasked with collecting Bosniaks who surren-
dered and “putting them on trucks” in order to take them to the ware-
house.

When asked what happend to the detainees afterwards, he replied: “I 
know they were executed, killed... From the morning until 3 or 4 in the af-
ternoon, gunfire could be heard from time to time. At the time, we did not 
know what was going on, but later there were rumours they were killed 
there.”

Mladic’s attorney Stojanovic asked whether any member of the Bosnian 
Serb Army was near the warehouse, and Gajic said no.

Mladic is also charged with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of 
genocide in six other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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22 OCTOBER 2015

Ratko Mladic Witness Found 
Dead in Hotel

Serbian forensic expert Dusan Dunjic, who was scheduled 
to testify in Ratko Mladic’s defence, was found dead in a 
hotel in the Netherlands but the cause is not yet known.

DENIS DZIDIC

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia said that 
Dunjic died on Thursday in a hotel in The Hague and that a court official 
found the body, while the cause of death is being investigated.

“Emergency services personnel were immediately notified and ascertained 
Mr. Dunjic’s death. Dutch authorities are conducting an investigation into 
Mr. Dunjic’s death,” the tribunal said in a statement.

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in the days that 
followed the occupation of the town on July 11, 1995.

Mladic is also charged with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of 
genocide in six other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Dunjic has previously testified as a defence expert in several other cases 
at the Hague Tribunal.

In his testimony at Radovan Karadzic’s trial in 2013, Dunjic said that 
there was “firm evidence” that only “450 to 500” bodies exhumed from 
mass graves linked with the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995 were victims of 
shooting.

Mladic’s trial resumes on Monday.
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02 OCTOBER 2015

Hague Prosecutors Dispute 
Mladic’s Ballistic Expert

At the trial of former Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko 
Mladic, the Hague prosecutors disputed the expertise and 
reliability of the Defence’s ballistic expert, Zorica Subotic.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

During cross examination, prosecutor Adam Weber on Thursday suggest-
ed that Subotic did not possess the right expertise to dispute allegations 
in the indictment that Bosnian Serb forces fired the mortar missiles that 
killed dozens of Sarajevo citizens in the war.

Weber said that Subotic was not a forensic expert or a military or explo-
sives expert. Subotic confirmed she was none of the above, but added that 
she had “learnt a lot about explosives”.

She also accepted the prosecutors’ claim that she never analyzed a crater 
from a missile within the context of an investigation.

Discussing Subotic’s claim that the killings in the Markale marketplace in 
1994 were not caused by a mortar missile but by a stationary explosive, 
Weber asked whether an additional explosive device would have had to 
have been used to detonate the stationary device.
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The ballistic expert accepted this, and added that after the explosion, the 
remains of the second device could have been found. Subotic said that the 
remains “would have been minimal” if an electric device was used.

“If those remains weren’t found, you cannot claim they were there?”, the 
prosecutor asked, to which Subotic replied: “Of course I cannot”.

Mladic is charged as commander of Bosnian Serb forces with terrorising 
the population of Sarajevo through shelling and sniping, and with two 
attacks on Sarajevo Markale market in which around 100 persons were 
killed.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, 
with the persecution of non-Serbs across the country and with taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The prosecutor also suggested that Subotic electronically modified an im-
age of a crater from tha blast on May 27, 1992 in Sarajevo’s Vase Miskina 
Street, which killed 28 people who stood in line waiting for bread.

“This is not true, of course. Those photographs are in the documenta-
tion,” said Subotic.

The Hague prosecutors will continue cross-examining Subotic on Monday.
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23 SEPTEMBER 2015

Bosnian Army Killed Children, 
Mladic Witness Says

A defence ballistics expert told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes 
trial that Bosnian Serb forces did not fire mortar bombs 

that killed dozens of civilians in Sarajevo in 1993 and 1994.

JUSTICE REPORT

On the second day of her testimony at Ratko Mladic’s trial in The Hague on 
Wednesday, defence ballistics expert Zorica Subotic claimed that Sarajevo 
police and the UN protection force UNPROFOR made a series of mistakes 
in reports which concluded that the Bosnian Serb forces, under Mladic’s 
command, fired the mortar bombs at civilians.

After reviewing the evidence and traces in the field, Subotic insisted that 
the missiles were fired by the Bosnian Army.

According to Subotic’s findings, the mortar bombs which killed six chil-
dren in the Alipasino Polje district of Sarajevo in January 1994 were fired 
from the UPI Institute ñ which was held by the Bosnian Army ñ and not, 
as the indictment alleges, the Institute for the Blind, which was under the 
control of Mladic’s troops.

Subotic also said that the UNPROFOR and Sarajevo police reports contra-
dicted each other about the projectile’s flight angle and the calibre of the 
weapon that fired it.

Mladic, the former commander of Bosnian Serb forces, is on trial for ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo through a series of shelling and snip-
ing incidents. He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica and other 
municipalities, the persecution of non-Serbs across the country and tak-
ing UN peacekeepers hostage.

Subotic told the court that Sarajevo police officers also wrongly deter-
mined the source of the missile which killed 12 people in the Dobrinja 
district who were waiting for water in July 1993.

She said that the mortar bomb actually came from the opposite direction 
than the one listed in the indictment.

“The closest Bosnian Serb positionÖ was eight to nine kilometres, and the 
maximum range of this weapon is much smaller,” she said.

She called the methods used by Sarajevo police investigators to determine 
the line of fire “unacceptable, incorrect and useless for any considera-
tion”.

The trial resumes on Monday after a recess for Eid.
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22 SEPTEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness Denies Serb 
Mortar Attacks

Defence ballistics expert Zorica Subotic told Ratko Mladic’s 
trial that the Bosnian Serb Army was not responsible for 

two mortar attacks in Sarajevo that killed dozens of 
civilians in 1992 and 1993.

Ratko Mladic in the courtroom. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Subotic told the UN-backed war crimes tribunal in The 
Hague on Tuesday that Bosnian Serb forces were not responsible for a 
deadly attack on a sports field during a football match in the Dobrija area 
of Sarajevo on June 1, 1993.

Ten people were killed in the attack and around 100 injured.

Subotic’s testimony was part of an attempt by Mladic’s defence to dis-
credit the prosecution’s evidence about the deadly incident.

The witness told the court that the first examination of the crime scene 
took place two years after the attack, and that as a result, the crime scene 
was contaminated.

“They wrongly marked the area from which the mortar allegedly came,” 
she said.
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Subotic insisted the match was not played in a parking lot in front of a 
building, as the indictment states, but on a nearby football field.

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic also read a document from the Bosnian 
Army intelligence service, which said that seven of those killed and 50 of 
those injured were soldiers.

Mladic, the former commander of Bosnian Serb forces, is on trial for ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo through a series of shelling and snip-
ing incidents, the attack on Dobrinja among them.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, 
persecution of non-Serbs across the country and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

Subotic also gave testimony about a blast in Vase Miskina Street in Sara-
jevo on May 27, 1992 which killed 28 people who were waiting in a bread 
queue, despite the fact that this incident is not in the indictment against 
Mladic.

She said the mortar bomb used in the attack was fired from 100 to 120 
metres away, while the nearest Bosnian Serb positions were 1,700 to 1,800 
metres away.

She also alleged that after staging the attack, Bosniak forces fired sniper 
shots at survivors.

The trial continues on Wednesday.
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18 SEPTEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness Blames 
Bosniaks for Sarajevo Market 

Blast
A Canadian intelligence officer testifying at Ratko Mladic’s 

trial said there was a widespread belief amongst UN 
peacekeepers that the Bosnian Army was responsible for 

the 1994 Markale market attack.

JUSTICE REPORT

“There was a widespread belief that Muslim forces were shelling their 
own people so they could blame Serbs and cause an international inter-
vention to their benefit,” the intelligence officer told the UN-backed court 
on Thursday, testifying under the pseudonym GRM-037.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege with a 
campaign of violence that includes two deadly attacks on the Markale 
market.

In the first attack, on February 5, 1994, a grenade killed 66 civilians and 
wounded more than 140.

Witness GRM-037 served with the UNPROFOR [UN Peacekeeping Force] 
Command in Zagreb from November 1994. He said an American intelli-
gence officer showed him a photo depicting a person throwing a mortar 
bomb into the Markale market from the window of a nearby building.

“The photographer was in the same room as the person who threw the 
grenade. The photograph was obtained from the Bosnian side. The Amer-
ican intelligence officer showed the photo to me and others during a joint 
meeting on the shelling of Markale,” GRM-037 said.

Responding to questions from the prosecution, GRM-037 said he couldn’t 
see exactly what was in the photo, which the American intelligence officer 
showed only briefly. He said he believed the officer’s description of what 
the photo depicted.

In response to a question from presiding judge Alphons Orie, GRM-037 
said he believed it was possible to target a mortar bomb on the market 
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from a three-storey building which was one metre away from the explo-
sion point.

When the judge presented him with photographs and drawings of the 
Markale market, GRM-037 was unable to locate any three-storey build-
ings that were one metre away from the bomb crater.

He also confirmed he wasn’t familiar with the details and conclusions of 
the official investigation into the Markale attack, and said he had never 
participated in the analysis of grenade craters.

GRM-037 then addressed the second attack on the Markale Market, in 
which 43 civilians were killed and 75 wounded on August 28, 1995, saying 
it could not be determined who fired the projectile although it was record-
ed by UNPROFOR radar.

He went on to testify that while he was in Bosnia and Herzegovina, mem-
bers of UNPROFOR and NATO worked on determining potential targets for 
NATO airstrikes in the Bosnian Serb entity Republika Srpska.

“Special forces, whose members guided bombs from NATO airplanes onto 
Serb targets, were in the field as well,” GRM-037 said.

According to GRM-037, UN military observers behaved “like James Bond,” 
because they collected intelligence data for their governments. He also 
compared them to the fictional action hero Rambo, because they were 
armed without permission.

While being examined by the prosecution, he admitted these descriptions 
were exaggerated and “degrading” towards his former colleagues.

GRM-037 further testified that weapons were delivered to the Bosniak side 
despite the international embargo.

“A Turkish C-130 airplane, escorted by American F-16 fighter planes, used 
to bring weapons to the Tuzla airport, which was controlled by the UNÖ 
I have personal findings that similar airplanes landed in Zagreb at least 
once a week. One of them even exploded, making all of Zagreb shake,” 
GRM-037 said.

Ratko Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina (which reached 
the scale of genocide in six municipalities), and taking UNPROFOR mem-
bers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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17 SEPTEMBER 2015

Mladic ‘Attended Wedding’ 
During Srebrenica Massacres

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that 
he videotaped the military leader at a wedding in Belgrade 

on one of the days when Bosnian Serb forces massacred 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Radovan Popovic told the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday 
that Mladic attended a wedding in Belgrade on July 16, 1995, when, ac-
cording to the charges, the Bosnian Serb Army under his command shot 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

Popovic said that he made a video recording of the wedding at the request 
of bride Biljana Djurdjevic, with whom he worked at the Vojska newspaper 
at the time.

The indictment has charges Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bos-
nian Serb Army, with genocide against about 7,000 Srebrenica Bosniaks in 
the days that followed the occupation of the town on July 11, 1995.

The indictment alleges that most of the Bosniaks were killed in the vicinity 
of Zvornik from July 14 to 17, 1995.

The defence insists that Mladic was in Belgrade at the time. The prosecu-
tion does not deny that, but claims that while in Belgrade, Mladic still had 
command and control over the Bosnian Serb Army.

Popovic said Mladic and his wife Bosiljka attended the wedding of Zarko 
Stojanovic and Biljana Djurdjevic from 10am to 6pm on July 16, 1995.

Mladic, who was the best man, arrived at the bride’s apartment and then 
attended the wedding at the church as well as the party at the Dva Ribara 
restaurant afterwards.

“The best man and his wife were in the camcorder’s lens all the time,” 
the witness said.

Popovic added however that he missed the departure of the married couple 
and Mladic at around 6pm because he went out to buy a new tape.
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At the end of the party that same evening Popovic handed over both tapes 
to the bride and groom as a present. He said never saw the tapes again.

In their previous testimonies, the couple said the tapes disappeared from 
the bride’s mother’s house while they were on a trip abroad.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Peter McCloskey asked the witness 
whether he lost sight of Mladic at any moment during that day.

“No, I am a professional photographer. When I set up a scene, while the 
camcorder is recording, I look around, paying particular attention to the 
newlyweds and the best man and his wife, so I do not miss an important 
detail. Therefore I never lost sight of them, even when the camcorder was 
off,” Popovic replied.

He said Mladic did not leave the table at the restaurant at any moment and 
that he did not even go to the toilet. According to the witness’s testimony, 
he “smoked a lot” and “drank mineral water”, except for when he took a 
small glass of domestic brandy to propose a toast for the newlyweds.

McCloskey presented the witness with a transcript of an intercepted con-
versation between Mladic and the Bosnian Serb Army’s Main Headquar-
ters, at 4.15pm on July 16, 1995 - during the wedding party.

“I did not see something like that,” Popovic responded.

When asked whether, “as a journalist”, he knew about the massacres of 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica that were happening around Zvornik during the 
party in Belgrade, the witness said he did not know about it at the time 
and only found out later.

“I know many people got killed, but I was not involved in investigating the 
details, because the editor-in-chief did not ask me to do it. I can say it was 
taboo at that timeÖ Horrible things happened in that place, many people 
got killed,” Popovic said.

When asked by the prosecutor whether by saying “horrible things”, he 
meant the mass murders of Bosniaks from Srebrenica, the witness replied: 
“Yes”.

Mladic is also charged with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached the scale of 
genocide in six other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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09 SEPTEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness: UN 
Peacekeepers Were Prisoners 

of War
A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial at the Hague 

Tribunal that in the summer of 1995, UN peacekeepers were 
held by the Bosnian Serb Army as prisoners of war, not 

hostages.

JUSTICE REPORT

Radoje Vojvodic, a former security officer at the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
logistics base in Jahorina, told the court on Tursday that on May 26, 1995 
- the day after NATO started bombing Serb troops - he saw unknown sol-
diers tie two UNPROFOR (UN Protection Force) peacekeepers to a post.

According to the witness, those soldiers told him that the UNPROFOR 
“blue helmets” were “prisoners of war” because there were suspicions 
that they “were guiding NATO aircraft”.

Vojvodic said that shortly after that he was ordered to go to a nearby ware-
house at Jahorinski Potok, which had already been bombarded by NATO. 
He said that there he saw there another five or six UNPROFOR troops tied 
to posts.

He said he was ordered to take care that the prisoners were safe, that no 
one hurt them and that they were not approached by other soldiers.

Mladic is charged, as the commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, with tak-
ing more than 200 UNPROFOR troops as hostages and using some of them 
as human shield against the NATO airstrikes.

Vojvodic said he transferred all the UNPROFOR prisoners to his base, 
where they were kept until June 18, when they were released.

“I assert that after that, no one threatened them... From May 26 until June 
18, they were never threatened physically or mentally,” the witness said 
adding that they treated according to the Geneva conventions.

Vojvodic said that the prisoners had an access to a doctor, that the Red 
Cross paid them a visit and that they were able to buy fruit at the market 
and purchase video cassettes.
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Prosecutors tried to prove during the cross-examination that the captured 
UNPROFOR troops were actually hostages of the Bosnian Serb Army and 
that they were threatened that they would be killed if NATO continued 
bombing.

They screened a film in the courtroom showing a Bosnian Serb Army sol-
dier who said to a prisoner through a translator: “You are going to die... 
for the sake of NATO.”

The prosecutor quoted Mladic, who told UNPROFOR commander Rupert 
Smith that his troops would be killed.

Vojvodic responded that he couldn’t have known that, because it was “be-
yond his level of decision making”.

However, he confirmed that the UNPROFOR troops were exposed to risk in 
order to make NATO stop its bombardment. He called it a “military trick”.

“However, they were not in greater danger from the NATO bombardment 
than our soldiers who were nearby,” he said.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of 
Muslims and Croats across the country, as well as terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo.

The trial continues on September 9.
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08 SEPTEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness Casts Doubt on 
Sarajevo Market Attack

At Ratko Mladic’s trial, a former UN peacekeeping officer 
testified that it was not clear which side fired the shell into 
the Markale market in Sarajevo in 1994, killing 66 people.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying for Mladic’s defence, John Russell, a Canadian former officer 
of UNPROFOR, the UN protection force in Bosnia, told the Hague Tribunal 
on Monday that was not clear if the mortar that fell on Sarajevo’s Markale 
market on February 5, 1994 was fired from Bosnian Serb positions.

The attack killed 66 people and wounded another 140.

Russell said however that it was his “personal opinion that the Bosnian 
Army had fired the mortar on Markale”.

Mladic is charged as the commander of the Bosnian Serb forces of terror-
ising the population of Sarajevo citizens through a series of shelling and 
sniping incidents, the attack on Markale among them. He is also charged 
with genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, persecution of non-
Serbs across the country and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Russell said that on the day of the deadly blast, he took part in the investi-
gation and analysed the shell crater at Markale, and concluded that “both 
sides could have fired the missile”.

“Both the Serb and Bosnian armies had positions in the line from where 
the missile was fired,” he told the UN-backed war crimes court.

The exact distance to the place rom which the missile was fired could not 
have been determined, the witness added, which is why it could not be 
definitely established which side had actually fired the mortar.

In his personal log from that time, which was read out in the courtroom, 
Russell wrote that it was his opinion that Bosniak forces “bombed them-
selves”, which many in Sarajevo “refused to accept, since there were so 
many victims”.
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The witness said that by “many”, he meant almost all his colleagues from 
the UN. Russel described reports by CNN on the day of the Markale mas-
sacre the Bosnian Serbs for the attack as “propaganda”.

His personal view - that the attack was launched from Bosniak positions 
- was based on the steep trajectory of the shell, which flew over high 
buildings near the market, he explained.

“That was my opinion and I wrote it down. However, my official report 
says that we could not conclude who fired the missile,” he said.

During his testimony, Russell said that before the Markale investigation 
he had only analysed craters from mortars four times. He added that he 
had a two-day training course in Knin before arriving to Sarajevo.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Adam Webber read out UN reports 
on what were described as disproportionate attacks by Bosnian Serb forces 
on Sarajevo while Russell was in the city.

Russell said that a lot of shells fell on Sarajevo while he was there and that 
he saw “attacks from both sides”, but he agreed that Bosnian Serb troops 
used disproportionate force, meaning that “civilians were killed”.

The trial continues.
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02 SEPTEMBER 2015

Ratko Mladic’s Driver Gives Him 
Srebrenica Alibi

Mladic’s former driver told the Hague Tribunal he was 
with the Bosnian Serb military chief in Belgrade on the 

days in July 1995 when his forces massacred Bosniaks in 
Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladjen Kenjic testified at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that he 
drove Mladic to Belgrade on July 14, 1995 and drove him back to the Main 
Headquarters of the Bosnian Serb Army near Han Pijesak in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina three days later.

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, has been 
charged with the genocide of about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in the 
days that followed his forces’ takeover of Srebrenica on July 11, 1995.

The indictment alleges that most were killed in the Zvornik are in the 
period from July 14 to 17, 1995, when, according to Kenjic, Mladic was in 
Belgrade.

Kenjic said that, during Mladic’s stay in Belgrade, he drove him to meet-
ings with Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic at the presidency building 
and in the suburb of Dobanovci, as well as to a wedding and meetings at 
the Military Medical Academy in the capital.

Kenjic said that after they spent three nights in Belgrade, he drove Mladic 
back to the Main Headquarters near Han Pijesak.

While being examined by Mladic’s defence lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic, 
Kenjic said there were no communication devices in their vehicle.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Peter McCloskey asked the witness 
whether, while travelling from Han Pijesak to the Serbian border on July 
14, he saw convoys of trucks and buses transporting thousands of Bos-
niaks from Bratunac to locations near Zvornik, where they were later shot.

“I did not notice a traffic jam. The situation was as usual,” Kenjic replied.
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When asked whether he knew about the execution of a number of Bosniaks 
in the villages of Kravica, Orahovac, Petkovci and Pilica at that time, the 
witness answered: “No.”

Prosecutor McCloskey suggested that Kenjic did not drive Mladic by car 
from Belgrade to Han Pijesak on July 16, 1995, but that instead they flew 
to Zvornik by helicopter and then continued their journey by car.

The witness denied the allegation, saying he had never been with Mladic 
in a helicopter. “Never, if you understand, never at all,” Kenjic said.

Mladic’s wife Bosiljka, as well as Biljana and Zarko Stojkovic, at whose 
wedding in Belgrade Mladic was the best man on July 16, 1995, have also 
offered the same alibi for the former Bosnian Serb military chief.

Over the course of the trial, the prosecution has not denied that Mladic 
was in Belgrade at the time, attending meetings with Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic and international officials, among other things. How-
ever, the prosecutors say that although he was in Belgrade, Mladic had full 
control and command over the Bosnian Serb Army at the time.

Mladic is also charged with persecuting Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in six mu-
nicipalities as well as Srebrenica, terrorising the population of Sarajevo, 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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01 SEPTEMBER 2015

Mladic Witness: 3,300 Serbs 
Killed in Sarajevo Siege

A former Bosnian Serb police official testifying in defence 
of Ratko Mladic said 3,300 Serbs died during the siege of 

Sarajevo, but the prosecution argued that some were killed 
by Serb forces.

JUSTICE REPORT

Former police official Simo Tusevljak, who researched war crimes against 
Serbs, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that 3,300 Serb 
civilians were killed in ten Sarajevo municipalities during the 1992-95 
siege.

During cross-examination, Hague prosecutor Carolyn Edgerton tried to 
prove that Tusevljak’s list contains victims of artillery and sniper attacks 
by Bosnian Serb forces.

Tusevljak said he could neither confirm nor deny her allegations. He said 
the list was only compiled to help Bosnian Serb police and was not in-
tended to determine causes of death. That job was left to the Bosnian state 
prosecution, he said.

He was testifying at the trial of Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko 
Mladic who is charged with terrorising the residents of Sarajevo with a 
campaign of artillery and sniper attacks.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, 
persecution of non-Serbs across the country and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

Prosecutor Adgerton listed the example of a woman called Vera Kovacevic, 
who she said died in the summer of 1992 from a mortar fired from Bosnian 
Serb positions.

“That is clear, but I did not have this document. But really, we didn’t say 
anything wrong [on the list]. This person did die on July 30, 1992,” an-
swered Tusevljak.

According to military files, Adgerton said, another woman on the list 
called Nova Furtula died in June 1992 from a bomb thrown by a Bosnian 
Serb fighter.
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She also said that Zelimir Knezevic, mentioned on Tusevljak’s list as 
“missing in Sarajevo”, was actually abducted by a Serb paramilitary called 
Veselin Vlahovic, according to witness testimonies.

“I see all this for the first time. I did not know,” said Tusevljak.

Vlahovic was jailed for 42 years, Bosnia’s longest-ever war crimes sen-
tence, for a campaign of murder, rape and robbery against Bosniaks and 
Croats in Sarajevo in 1992.

Tusevljak repeated that the list only contains the names of Serbs killed in 
Sarajevo, without the causes of death.

“Many Serbs died on the front lines because they were used as human 
shields as they dug trenches. They died from Serb mortar attacks,” said 
Tusevljak.

He insisted that the examples given by the prosecutor did not invalidate 
his list of 3,300 Serb victims.

Mladic’s trial continues.
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26 AUGUST 2015

Mladic Trial: Dispute Over 
Srebrenica Bodies in Serbia

At Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial, a defence demographics 
expert rejected a prosecution report that said victims of the 

Srebrenica massacres were washed up by a river across 
the border in Serbia.

Ratko Mladic in court. Photo: ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence demographics expert Svetlana Radovanovic was cross-examined 
by prosecutors at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday, as a courtroom dis-
pute about whether Srebrenica victims’ bodies could have been found in 
Serbia continued.

The defence cited a report by its own investigator Dusan Janac, who found 
that several bodies of people declared missing after the fall of Srebrenica 
were found in Serbia, along the Drina and Sava rivers, near the towns of 
Sremska Mitrovica, Sabac and Belgrade.

The bodies, according to the prosecutors, came from Zvornik in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina - where most of more than 7,000 Bosniaks from Sre-
brenica were killed by Bosnian Serb forces in July 1995, according to the 
charges - and then were carried into Serbia by the River Drina.
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But Radovanovic said that there was no evidence to connect the remains 
with Srebrenica except for the date of the victims’ disappearance.

“Besides the date when these men went missing, there is no factual evi-
dence that anyone [of them] was killed in Srebrenica,” said Mladic’s ex-
pert witness.

Mladic, the former chief of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with gen-
ocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking 
UN peacekeepers hostage.

Asked by the prosecutor if she disputed the lists of missing Srebrenica res-
idents made by the Red Cross, which lists Srebrenica and nearby Potocari 
as the places from which they disappeared, Radovanovic replied: “This 
information cannot be a factor, and even your own experts admit there 
are mistakes and that the place of disappearance is missing sometimes.”

Commenting on Radovanovic’s claim that 31 people on the list of the men 
who went missing from Srebrenica were already dead according to Bos-
nian Army information, Hague prosecutors said that these mistakes were 
removed in later lists which were used in Mladic’s trial.

Asked if she used the previous lists from 2009 rather than the updated 
ones from 2013, Radovanovic said it was not her task to look for new lists.

Prosecutors will finish their cross-examination of Radovanovic on Thurs-
day.
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24 AUGUST 2015

Mladic Trial: Defence Disputes 
Prosecution Forensic Evidence
At the trial of Ratko Mladic, demographics expert Svetlana 

Radovanovic said the Hague Tribunal’s prosecution had 
inflated the numbers of Bosniaks who went missing from 

Srebrenica in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Radovanovic told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Monday that the 
prosecution had used demographics experts to exaggerate the number of 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica who were killed by Bosnian Serb forces.

She said that the prosecution’s demographics experts did not define what 
they meant by Srebrenica and included in their statistics the deaths of 
Bosniaks in a much wider area, including casualties from “almost 15 mu-
nicipalitiesÖ among them some in western Serbia”.

As an example, Radovanovic said that Hague prosecution expert Helga 
Bumborg wrote in one report that some Srebrenica victims went missing 
in the Loznica, Valjevo, Priboj and Tara areas of Serbia.

Arguing that these were “statistically minute numbers”, Radovanovic said 
the only reason for their inclusion was to “increase the number of victims 
for Srebrenica”.

According to Hague prosecution data, 7,692 people went missing after 
Bosnian Serb attack on Srebrenica in July 1995.

Radovanovic also tried to dispute the Hague prosecution’s findings by cit-
ing that 29 people on the Srebrenica missing lists do not have a date of 
birth, and 20 per cent of them do not have a listed place of disappearance.

She called the Hague prosecution demographers’ work “unprofessional 
and intellectually unfair”.

Former Bosnian Serb army commander Mladic is charged with genocide 
of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995, and the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats across the country which reached the scale of genocide in sev-
eral municipalities in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with terrorising the population of Sarajevo and tak-
ing UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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12 AUGUST 2015

Ratko Mladic’s Wife Gives Him 
Srebrenica Alibi

The wife of former Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko 
Mladic told the Hague Tribunal that he was with her in 
Belgrade in the days when troops allegedly under his 

control massacred Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

Bosiljka Mladic in the courtroom. Photo ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Bosiljka Mladic testified at her husband’s war crimes trial at the UN-
backed court in The Hague on Wednesday that she was with him at their 
apartment in Belgrade in July 1995 during the days when the Srebrenica 
massacres took place.

She said that on July 16, 1995, they attended a wedding and then met a 
group of Serb refugees at the military academy.

She told the court that her husband could not have committed mass crimes 
and called the Srebrenica killings “propaganda”.

“I asked him: ‘Ratko, tell me if you gave an order about these crimes in 
Srebrenica?’ He got serious and looked at me sternly and said: ‘Do you 
doubt me?’” she said with a trembling voice.



- 138 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

During cross-examination by prosecutor Margaret Hassan, she said that 
she “did not accept” that soldiers under her husband’s command killed 
more than 7,000 Bosniak men and boys from Srebrenica.

“I am sure he could not have committed such a crime and I think he should 
not be convicted. I always condemn any crime, even if my husband would 
commit one,” she said.

Former Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko Mladic is on trial at the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia for his role in orches-
trating the Srebrenica genocide, the persecution of non-Serbs in several 
Bosnian municipalities, which allegedly also reached the scale of genocide, 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo, and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage.

Asked to describe what Ratko Mladic did between July 14 and 17, 1995, 
when the massacres took place, his wife said he was at home in Belgrade.

The prosecution tried to dispute the witness’s claims that Mladic did not 
give any orders during this time by quoting a recorded conversation be-
tween the defendant and an unknown person on July 16, 1995, during 
which Mladic says: “How is it up there, near Vinko?Ö Full steam ahead, 
maximum security... Do not wait for orders, if they go into the air, shoot 
them down.”

According to the prosecution, the conversation suggests that Mladic want-
ed NATO aircrafts near the town of Zepa to be brought down.

Bosiljka Mladic said that she was not an expert on such issues, but added 
that “orders are given on a secure line, and this was an ordinary line”.

She said that prior to her husband’s arrest in 2011, she last saw him in 
2001, when Belgrade extradited Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic to The 
Hague. Until that time, the witness said, “the state still protected him”.

Mladic lived freely until Milosevic’s extradition but then went on the run 
for a decade.

His wife insisted that she had no contact with him during that time.

She said that for at least six months before his arrest, she was confident 
he was already dead, as he had a stroke in 1996 and was “probably living 
in difficult conditions” in hiding.

The trial continues.
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12 AUGUST 2015

Mladic Witness: Mosques 
‘Brought Down During Fighting’

Defence expert Dragic Gojkovic told the trial of Ratko 
Mladic that dozens of mosques were destroyed during 

fighting in the Bosnian war or when the Bosnian Serb Army 
was not present in the area.

JUSTICE REPORT

Gojkovic told the UN-backed court in The Hague on Tuesday claimed that 
ten mosques were destroyed during fighting, and 84 in areas previously 
abandoned by the Bosnian Serb Army in the summer of 1992.

“Those were uncontrolled actions,” he said during cross-examination.

Gojkovic begain his testimony on Monday, claiming that mosques weren’t 
blown up using military methods during the war, suggesting that Bosnian 
Serb Army chiefs were not responsible for their destruction.

Former Bosnian Serb army commander Mladic is on trial for genocide in 
Srebrenica and several other municipalities, the persecution of non-Serbs 
across the country, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The destruction of Muslim and Catholic religious buildings by Bosnian 
Serb forces was part of the persecution of non-Serbs, according to the 
indictment.

The prosecution and Hague Tribunal judges asked Gojkovic several times 
which individual mosques were destroyed and when, but he could not give 
a reply. He repeated that he based his findings on the report of Hague Tri-
bunal expert Andras Riedlmayer.

After being presented with a Bosnian Serb Army document which said that 
at the time when mosques were destroyed in the Bosanska Krajina area, 
the army was conducting operations in that region, Gojkovic said that 
Bosnian Serb forces “had other priorities”.

“Parts of units stayed in that region all through the war, in bases, but the 
area was free, there were no Muslims, so what would soldiers do there, in 
the villages?” he asked.
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“There were some groups of savages there who did all these thingsÖ Now, 
I can’t say if they wore uniforms,” he added.

He said there was no organised destruction of religious buildings and that 
the police and civilian authorities had responsibility in areas “liberated” 
by the army.

As proof that the Bosnian Serb leadership ordered the destruction of 
mosques, prosecutor Arthur Traldi quoted a wartime statement by the de-
fendant Mladic in which he said that a mosque with two minarets in the 
town of Tesanj could be allowed to stand.

“I don’t know about that and I don’t care,” responded Gojkovic.

The trial continues.
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11 AUGUST 2015

Mladic Witness: Bosnian Serb 
Army ‘Didn’t Destroy Mosques’
At the trial of former Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko 

Mladic, the defence sought to prove that mosques weren’t 
blown up using military methods during the war in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic’s trial resumed on Monday in The Hague after its summer break 
with testimony from Dragan Gojkovic, a former artillery commander in 
the Bosnian Serb Army’s First Krajina Corps, who told the UN-backed war 
crimes court that mosques were brought down “without expertiseÖ with 
too much explosive”, contravening military procedures.

Gojkovic was testifying as a defence expert on destroyed Muslim and 
Catholic religious buildings, as Mladic’s team sought to prove that the 
Bosnian Serb Army did not raze mosques during the 1992-95 war.

“I can assert that most of these buildings could have been brought down 
mechanicallyÖ There was no need for this destruction,” said Gojkovic.

He added that the mosques were destroyed in a “criminal manner, without 
order or system”.

“In most cases the attack was on the minaret and too much explosive was 
used, which was enough to destroy the entire building,” he said.

Former Bosnian Serb army commander Mladic is on trial for genocide in 
Srebrenica and several other municipalities, the persecution of non-Serbs 
across the country, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The destruction of Muslim and Catholic religious buildings by Bosnian 
Serb forces was part of the persecution of non-Serbs, according to the 
indictment.

Earlier in the trial, prosecutors introduced into evidence a report by expert 
witness Andras Riedlmayer, who said that 94 mosques were destroyed 
during the war.
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Gojkovic said that all the mosques listed in Riedlmayer’s report were de-
stroyed without documentation and without using the expert procedures 
which the Bosnian Serb Army required in such cases.

Asked by Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic who would have seen an order to 
destroy a building, Gojkovic replied: “The commander of the artilleryÖ 
Such an order could not bypass the position I held during the war.”

He added that he could not find a single order for the destruction of 
mosques in Riedlemayer’s report or in his own archives.

The trial continues.
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17 JULY 2015

Sarajevo Was Not Besieged, 
Mladic Witness Says

Testifying in defence of Ratko Mladic, a former member of 
his Serbian Democratic Party Zdravko Salipur said Sarajevo 

was a divided city in the war but was not under siege.

JUSTICE REPORT

“Sarajevo was indeed divided, that is the correct termÖ it was divided from 
the start,” defence witness Salipur, who worked in the Novo Sarajevo Serb 
municipality, said at Mladic’s trial.

During the cross examination, presented with certain documents, Sali-
pur admitted that the Bosnian Serb leadership “wanted the division of the 
city”.

After being played an intercepted discussion between the former Bosnian 
Serb president Radovan Karadzic and an official from the Novo Saraje-
vo municipality in which the “reorganization of the city” was discussed, 
based on where Muslims live, Salipur said it was a “childish conversation” 
because both men “knew nothing about Sarajevo”.

The former Bosnian Serb army commander, Ratko Mladic, is charged with 
terrorizing the people of Sarajevo with a shelling and sniping campaign. 
He is also charged with genocide, persecution of non-Serbs and with tak-
ing UN peacekeepers hostage.

Karadzic is on trial in a separate case for the same crimes.

The witness denied that non-Serbs were expelled from the district of Gr-
bavica in Sarajevo, which was under control of Bosnian Serb forces.

When the prosecution read out a UN report from September 1992, which 
stated that 300 Muslims were expelled from Grbavica, the witness said he 
knew nothing of these events.

“I never heard about this and it did not happen in Grbavica while I was 
there,” Salipur said, adding that Bosnian Army snipers and artillery killed 
hundreds of Serb civilians in Grbavica.

Because of the artillery and snipers, Grbavica was “hell on earth”, Salipur 
said.

Following Salipur’s testimony, as the 170th defence witness, Mladic’s trial 
was suspended until August 10 for the summer recess.
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16 JULY 2015

Mladic Witness Recalls 
Bosnian Serb Army’s Goals

A Defence witness told the trial of Ratko Mladic that that 
the Bosnian Serb army in the Krajina region tried to 

implement the goal of separating Serbs from Muslims and 
Croats.

Ratko Mladic in the courtroom. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Bosko Kelecevic, former head of the First Krajiski Corps of the Bosnian 
Serb Army Main headquarters, said one of the army’s main goals was sep-
arating the Serbs from the Muslims and Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

During cross examination, prosecutor Arthur Traldi asked him if his units, 
together with other Bosnian Serb forces, “detained and removed” non-
Serbs, destroyed their villages and in those ways “implemented the war-
time strategic goals of the Bosnian Serbs”. Kelecevic said: “Yes.”

Admitting that the first strategic goal was the separation of the Serbs from 
Muslims and Croats in Bosnia, he said the second was “removing the Dri-
na river as a border between Serbia and the Bosnian Serbs”.

Ratko Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is 
charged with the wartime persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across Bos-
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nia, reaching the scale of genocide in several municipalities, such as Pri-
jedor in the northwest.

Mladic is also charged with committing genocide in Srebrenica, eastern 
Bosnia, with terrorizing the local population of Sarajevo and with taking 
UN peacekeepers hostage.

Answering questions about mass killings of Bosniaks in Vecici village near 
Kotor Varos in November 1992, Kelecevic suggested the crime was com-
mitted by local Serbian forces and not by the Bosnian Serb military.

Prosecutor Traldi than presented documents showing the Bosnian Serb 
army guarded the school in the nearby village of Grabovica where the kill-
ings took place.

Answering questions about Mladic himself, Kelecevic recalled the defend-
ant as “energetic, decisive and difficult to work with”.

Asked whether Mladic was cruel, Kelecevic said this was not true. “Maybe 
cruel is not good word. He is energetic and has his beliefsÖ Cruel is not a 
good word,” Kelecevic said.

The wirtness was due to continue his testimony Thursday, when the 
Hague tribunal starts its summer recess.
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14 JULY 2015

Serbs Fought Defensive War, 
Mladic Witness Says

At the trial of Ratko Mladic, defence witness Bosko 
Kelecevic denied that the Bosnian Serb army persecuted 

non-Serbs in the Krajina region - and said they left the 
region voluntarily.

JUSTICE REPORT

Kelecevic, former chief of staff of the Bosnian Serb army’s First Kraji-
na Corps, on Monday maintained that his units fought only a “defensive 
war”.

After being shown an order from the Bosnian Serb army headquarters, 
during cross-examination, which ordered units to “fight for separation 
from Muslims and Croats and for the creation of a Serbian state”, Kelece-
vic replied that this “was the goal of the war in the view of the [army] 
main headquarters”.

He continued to insist that Muslims and Croats left Serb-controlled areas 
voluntarily.

Asked by prosecutor Arthur Traldi whether he knew that 4,000 Muslim 
civilians were expelled from the Prijedor region of northwest Bosnia in 
1992, Kelecevic replied: “I would not say expelled. They wanted to leave 
and were allowed to.”

He added that the civilian Crisis Committee organized their transport out 
of the area.

Asked whether he knew that, roughly at the same time, around 4,000 
Muslims were also deported from Bosanski Novi, Kelecevic replied he did 
not.

He also denied knowledge that they were stopped in Doboj, where Muslim 
men were arrested and subsequently detained in Bosanski Novi.

The Serbian breach of the so-called Posavina corridor in northern Bosnia, 
according to the witness, was a “defensive move” aimed at connecting the 
eastern and western Serbian territories in Bosnia.
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After being shown an order by General Mladic, which called it a “big of-
fensive operation”, Keleceiv maintained that there were “both defensive 
and offensive elements” to it.

Kelecevic was testifying at the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army com-
mander who is charged with persecution of Muslims and Croats to the 
level of genocide in some municipalities in Krajina.

He is also charged with committing genocide in the eastern Bosnian town 
of Srebrenica, with crimes against the city of Sarajevo and with taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Last week, the prosecution finished their evidence hearing regarding the 
Tomasica mass grave, presenting forensic evidence showing that the re-
mains of more than several hundred persons were found there in 2013.

After the presentation of the evidence regarding Tomasica, Mladic’s De-
fence continued its evidence hearing with the testimony of a former Bos-
nian Serb policeman, Simo Tusevljak, who said the official army and po-
lice forces of Republika Srpska had no connection to Serbian paramilitary 
formations.

“The paramilitary formations worked in opposition to us and committed 
criminal actsÖ By the end of 1992 all paramilitary forces were forced to 
leave Bosnian Serb territory and some people were prosecuted,” Tusevljak 
said.

The trial continues on July 14.
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08 JULY 2015

Mladic Trial: Mass Grave 
Victims ‘Died in Ethnic 

Cleansing’
A Hague Tribunal prosecution expert said that victims 
exhumed from the Tomasica and Jakarina Kosa mass 

graves near Prijedor were killed in attacks listed in Ratko 
Mladic’s indictment.

JUSTICE REPORT

Demographic expert Ewa Tabeau told the UN-backed court on Tuesday 
that out of 385 bodies exhumed from the mass grave in Tomasica, a total 
of 123 were identified as people who were killed in attacks by the Bosnian 
Serb Army on Bosniak villages that are listed in the indictment against 
Mladic as a campaign of ethnic cleansing.

“I was able to confirm that 75 exhumed victims were killed in the Biscani 
village in July 1992 and 28 more were among the 150 men killed in the 
Keraterm [detention] camp,” said Tabeau.

She added that out of 211 bodies exhumed Jakarina Kosa, 61 were killed in 
seven incidents listed in Mladic’s indictment.

Former Bosnian Serb army commander Mladic is charged with the per-
secution of Bosniaks and Croats which reached the scale of genocide in 
several municipalities, including Prijedor, in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The UN-backed court decided last year to allow the prosecution, which 
had already finished presenting its evidence against Mladic, to call a series 
of new witnesses to testify about the Tomasica grave, the largest in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, which was discovered in 2013.

Tabeau also confirmed previous testimony from the head forensic officer 
of the International Commission on Missing Persons Thomas Parsons, 
who said that a total of 604 people were exhumed from the Tomasica and 
Jakarina Kosa mass graves.
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During cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic told Tabeau that 
18 victims’ names are on a list of Bosniaks who were mobilised to the local 
Territorial Defence forces in Kozarac near Prijedor.

Tabeau said that she could not confirm these were are the same people just 
based on first and last names, and added that “even if some persons were 
on the lists, that does not mean they were killed in combat”.

The trial continues.
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01 JULY 2015

Mladic Trial: Mass Grave 
Victims ‘Were Civilians’

A prosecution expert told the trial of Ratko Mladic that 
around 300 victims found in the Tomasica mass grave near 

Prijedor were not wearing uniforms and many had been 
shot in the head.

JUSTICE REPORT

Pathology expert John Clark told former Bosnian Serb military chief Mlad-
ic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that 293 bodies were ex-
humed at Tomasica, of which 275 were whole, while the others were in 
pieces.

He said all the victims had “everyday clothes” and “there were no military 
uniforms, and no boots”.

The prosecution is attempting to prove that the victims in Tomasica were 
killed by Bosnian Serb forces in 1992, in a campaign of persecution which 
it claims reached the scale of genocide in Prijedor.

Mladic is also on trial, as commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, of gen-
ocide in Srebrenica, taking UN peacekeepers hostage and terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo.

The UN-backed court decided last year to allow the prosecution, which 
had already finished presenting its evidence against Mladic, to call a series 
of new witnesses to testify about Tomasica.

According to Clark, a large number of the Tomasica victims had been shot. 
He said bullet holes were found on 283 bodies - 97 per cent of those ex-
humed.

“There was a surprisingly large number of bullet shots to the head, around 
35 per cent, which lead me to conclude that this body part was targetedÖ 
This means the wounds are not accidental,” said Clark.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic suggested that 
Clark “cannot exclude the fact that some of the victims died in combat”.

“That is true, I cannot rule that out,” replied the witness.



- 151 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

Lukic also said that the multi-layered clothing found on some of the bod-
ies “was unusual for July [when the killings took place], unless they want-
ed to sleep outside”.

“That is true for some, but others had light clothes, most of them just a 
shirtÖThere were in some cases situations of too much clothes for July, but 
those were exemptions,” Clark responded.

On Tuesday, Mladic’s defence team also tried to dispute the testimony of 
prosecution ballistics expert Bruno Franjic in an attempt to distance the 
Bosnian Serb Army from the mass grave in Tomasica.

Franjic reviewed the bullets, casings and munition pieces found at Toma-
sica, and concluded that most bullets were from the Kalashnikov auto-
matic rifles or semi-automatic rifles, but said he also found M-48 casings.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic said that in 
1992, M-48 rifles were owned by civilians.

“I am not sure and I would rather not respond to that,” replied Franjic.

The expert did however, confirm Ivetic’s claim that he could not deci-
sively say that the bullet casings belonged to the Bosnian Serb forces. He 
explained this was not his task and that other sides in the conflict used 
the same guns.

The trial continues on Thursday.
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26 JUNE 2015

Mladic Defence: Mass Grave 
Victims ‘Misidentified’

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Ratko Mladic’s 
defence said the International Commission for Missing 

Persons wrongly identified victims exhumed from mass 
graves.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic told the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that 
the International Commission for Missing Persons (ICMP) wrongly iden-
tified victims and tried to cover this up by paying bribes.

Lukic cited a statement allegedly given by Jasmin Odobasic, the former 
deputy chief of the former Bosnian Federation Commission for Missing 
Persons.

Ian Hanson, the ICMP deputy director for forensics replied that he did not 
know Odobasic but admitted that he knew of cases of misidentification 
which the ICMP had tried to fix.

Hanson began his testimony to the UN-backed court on Wednesday, when 
he said that “371 sets of mortal remains” were exhumed from a mass 
grave at the Tomasica mine, near Prijedor, in 2013. He said that some had 
been transferred from there to the grave in Jakarina Kosa.

Prosecutors allege that Bosnian Serb forces killed the Bosniaks whose 
bodies were buried at the Tomasica mine in the spring of 1992 during an 
ethnic cleansing campaign in the area.

Citing Odobasic’s statement, Lukic said that during an exhumation in Ja-
karina Kosa in 2001, two bodies were identified as one person. Hanson said 
that he did not know of Odobasic’s statements and that the exhumation in 
2001 was before his time at the ICMP.

Asked if the ICMP had wrongly identified victims and given bodies to the 
wrong families, forcing re-exhumations, Hanson said that “wrong iden-
tifications were not unusual”.

But he said he knew nothing of Odobasic’s claims that the ICMP gave 
bribes to a police officer in Bihac to “hide wrong identifications”.
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Mladic is charged with genocide in Srebrenica and several other munici-
palities in 1992 ñ Prijedor among them.

He is also on trial for genocide in 1995 in Srebrenica, terrorising the pop-
ulation of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The UN-backed court decided last year to allow the prosecution, which 
had already finished presenting its evidence against Mladic, to call a series 
of new witnesses to testify about Tomasica.

The trial continues on Monday.
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24 JUNE 2015

Mladic Trial Hears New Mass 
Grave Testimony

Judges at the Hague Tribunal are examining new witnesses 
in the war crimes case against Ratko Mladic after the 

prosecution was allowed to present evidence found at 
Bosnia’s biggest mass grave in 2013.

JUSTICE REPORT

Forensic expert Ian Hanson testified at former Bosnian Serb military chief 
Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that “371 sets of mortal 
remains” were exhumed from the mass grave at the Tomasica mine, near 
Prijedor.

These include complete bodies, parts of bodies, as well as individual bones, 
said Hanson, who supervised the 2013 exhumation as deputy director for 
forensics of the International Commission for Missing Persons, ICMP.

He said that during the exhumation, “no military uniforms or other mili-
tary objects were found” with the human remains.

According to the indictment, which charges Mladic with the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, Prijedor is one 
of the municipalities where the persecution reached the scale of genocide.

Prosecutors allege that Bosnian Serb forces killed the Bosniaks whose 
bodies were buried at the Tomasica mine in the spring of 1992 during an 
ethnic cleansing campaign in the area.

While being cross-examined by Mladic’s defence, Hanson said his task 
was not to determine the circumstances and timing of the victims’ deaths.

However, he confirmed that he had information from the Institute for the 
Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina that “between 800 and 900 
bodies were brought to Tomasica in the period from May to August 1992”.

According to the Institute, victims from the Brda area, near Prijedor, who 
were killed on July 20, 1992, as well as 140 people killed at the Keraterm 
detention camp on July 24, 1992, were among those buried in the grave.

Hanson said that neither he nor the ICMP had checked this information.
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The UN-backed court decided last year to allow the prosecution to reopen 
its evidence against Mladic to allow it to present evidence about Tomasica.

Judge Alphons Orie said at the time that the Tomasica evidence was “ex-
tremely relevant for the accusations against Mladic”.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in 1995 in Srebrenica, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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Bosnian Serb Troops ‘Never 
Ordered to Terrorise Sarajevo’
A former Bosnian Serb Army artillery officer told Ratko 
Mladic’s trial that he never targeted civilians during the 

1992-95 siege of Sarajevo and was never ordered to 
terrorise the city’s population.

JUSTICE REPORT

Savo Simic, who was the artillery officer in the First Sarajevo Brigade of 
the Bosnian Serb army between 1992 and 1994, told the Hague Tribunal 
on Thursday that Serb forces around Sarajevo simply defended themselves 
and did not attack civilians on purpose.

Simic said his unit’s role was “the protection of Serb areas and stopping 
the Bosnian Army from breaking out of the city”.

“Civilian victims could not be helped... considering that the enemy placed 
its military posts near civilian facilities,” he told the UN-backed court.

Simic was testifying at the trial of Ratko Mladic, former commander of 
the Bosnian Serb Army, who is charged with terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo citizens with a long-running campaign of sniping and shelling. 
He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, the 
persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Simic also claimed that that civilian facilities weren’t fired on without 
cause, “but only military posts that threatened the Serb side”.

He stood by his claim even when prosecutor Adam Weber showed him a 
UN report from May 1995 in which it was said that the Bosnian Serb Army 
fired 1,000 grenades into Sarajevo city centre in one day.

“That was probably our response to fire from the city,” responded Simic, 
adding added that he himself was injured when his post was shelled by 
Bosnian Army forces.

Simic said that he thought that “aiming at civilian facilities” was illegal, 
but “firing at enemy posts, near civilian ones, is not illegal”.

He also denied that the Bosnian Serb fire was not selective. “We only tar-
geted military positions,” he repeated.

The trial continues.
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Bosnian Serb Army ‘Didn’t Run 
Detention Camps’

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial in The Hague 
that the Bosnian Serb military chief had no control over 

detention camps for Bosniaks and Croats near Prijedor in 
the summer of 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Savo Sokanovic, who was in charge of ‘moral and religious issues’ at the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s main headquarters during wartime, told Mladic’s 
trial at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that the Omarska, Keraterm and 
Trnopolje detention camps near Prijedor were under police rather than 
army control, so Mladic was not responsible for any crimes committed 
there.

“Those three camps were run by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the 
[police] Public Security Centre,” said Sokanovic, who visited the camps in 
August 1992 with a group of foreign journalists.

Mladic is charged, as the commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s main 
headquarters, of organising the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, which 
allegedly reached the scale of genocide in Prjiedor and several other mu-
nicipalities in 1992. He is also on trial for the Srebrenica genocide, ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Arthur Traldi claimed that Sokano-
vic knew that a large number of civilians were detained in the camps with 
no legal basis.

“I cannot claim that, since the prisons and prisoners of war were not in 
our jurisdiction,” Sokanovic replied.

When the prosecutor showed him a document from the Bosnian Serb Ar-
my’s First Corps which said that “a large number of people were detained 
without cause”, Sokanovic responded: “That’s what it says, but I don’t 
know who arrested themÖ It also says that this situation was made worse 
by the Prijedor police and their head, Simo Drljaca”.

Drljaca was charged with war crimes by the Hague Tribunal but was killed 
in 1996 during an attempt to arrest him.
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Asked whether he knew that 150 prisoners were killed at Keraterm a few 
days before he visited, Sokanovic replied: “Your honour, I have no knowl-
edge about what happened, that ten days before the International Red 
Cross and the journalists arrived, some killings took place in Keraterm.”

He also denied that he saw the room in which the killings allegedly took 
place.

“I didn’t see signs of blood in any of the rooms,” he said.

The trial continues.
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Bosnian Serb Army ‘Treated 
Prisoners Humanely’

A defence witness at Ratko Mladic’s trial said that 
that during the war, the Bosnian Serb Army’s main 

headquarters gave orders to treat prisoners of war and 
civilians humanely.

JUSTICE REPORT

Savo Sokanovic, who was in charge of moral and religious issues at the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s main headquarters during wartime, told Mladic’s 
trial at the Hague Tribunal on Monday that efforts were made to prevent 
crimes during the 1992-95 conflict, especially in prison camps.

“Even though it was not in our jurisdiction, we warned the need to respect 
prisoner rights and enabling visits of the Red Cross,” the witness told the 
UN-backed court.

Asked whether the main headquarters, which was under Mladic’s control, 
persecuted non-Serbs, Sokanovic replied: “No.”

Mladic is charged, as the commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s main 
headquarters, of organising the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, which 
allegedly reached the scale of genocide in some municipalities. He is also 
on trial for the Srebrenica genocide, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Asked how the main headquarters responded to information about war 
crimes, Sokanovic said that it issued “warnings and directions for future 
conduct”, and left the prosecution of individuals to other institutions.

He said he could not name a war crime case in which the main headquar-
ters took action: “I cannot give an example. That was in the jurisdiction of 
prosecutions and courts,” he said.

He added that the main headquarters “did not do investigations”.

“We only warned about the consequences of such possible negative acts,” 
he said.

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic quoted one such warning, which said that 
“looting, burning and retaliation against civilians must be stopped”, be-
cause it is not “customary for members of the Bosnian Serb Army”.

The trial continues.
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Ratko Mladic ‘Did Not Approve 
Srebrenica Killings’

A defence witness told Mladic’s trial that in July 1995, a 
Bosnian Serb military intelligence officer took soldiers to 

kill Bosniaks from Srebrenica Muslims without orders from 
his army chief.

JUSTICE REPORT

Dragan Todorovic, a member of the Bosnian Serb Army’s 10th Reconnais-
sance Division, told the Hague Tribunal on Monday that Pecanac, the war-
time deputy commander for military intelligence and security in the Bos-
nian Serb army’s main staff, came to his base on July 15, 1995 and asked 
for a group of soldiers for an assignment.

According to the witness, Pecanac always said he was Mladic’s chief of 
security. But when he asked for the solders, he did not have a written order 
from his superior.

“There was no order, there was no order from General Mladic,” said 
Todorovic.

He said he refused to provide the troops but several soldiers went with 
Pecanac anyway, including Franc Kos and Drazen Erdemovic.

Todorovic said he gave the soldiers guns and ammunition, but insisted he 
did not know what their assignment was.

Kos was convicted of executing a group of around 800 Bosniaks from Sre-
brenica at Branjevo farm near Zvornik the following day, July 16, 1995. He 
was sentenced to 35 years in prison. Erdemovic was jailed for five years 
after he confessed to his involvement in the Branjevo killings.

During cross-examination, Todorovic said that even after the group came 
back from their assignment, he did not know what they were sent to do. 
He only learned about the killings at Branjevo farm from Erdemovic’s tes-
timony at the Hague Tribunal, he insisted.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide in Srebrenica in July 1995. He is also on trial for genocide in 1992, 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Cro-
ats and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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Bosnian Serb Army HQ ‘Didn’t 
Order Srebrenica Killings’

A wartime official at the Bosnian Serb Army’s main 
headquarters told Ratko Mladic’s trial in The Hague that no 

order to commit crimes against Srebrenica Bosniaks was 
sent from the HQ.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying in defence of Mladic at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday, the 
main communications operative at the Bosnian Serb Army main head-
quarters, Tihomir Stevanovic, denied that his military chief ordered the 
massacres of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995.

Stevanovic told the Tribunal that Mladic was not in the main headquarters 
in Han Pijesam from July 15, 1995 and that he gave no orders.

Asked by Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic whether his communications ser-
vices were used to relay an order related to any crimes, Stevanovic an-
swered: “Absolutely not.”

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
orchestrating and executing the Srebrenica genocide, in which approxi-
mately 7,000 Bosniak men and boys were killed. The killings took place 
following the occupation of Srebrenica, a UN-protected enclave, by the 
Bosnian Serb Army on July 11, 1995.

Mladic has also been charged with persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, 
which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in some municipalities, ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Peter McCloskey asked Stevanovic 
if he believed that “thousands of sons and fathers from Srebrenica were 
killed after the fall of the enclave”.

“I do not know the number, but I know some were killed,” Stevanovic 
responded.

Asked if he accepted that thousands were killed, the witness said: “When 
you say thousands, that could mean 20,000. I cannot answer.”
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Stevanovic refused to give his own figure for the number of Srebrenica 
victims, even when asked to give a rough estimate .

“My family upbringing does not allow me to trade with such issues. Out 
of respect to the victims of Srebrenica and those on other sides, I will not 
give an estimate,” he said.

Stevanovic said that on July 13 and 14, 1995 he was in his home village 
near Zvornik, but denied having knowledge about thousands of Bosniak 
prisoners executed by Bosnian Serb forces on those days.

“I did not know. The first information I had about that was from media in 
the Bosnian Federation entity. I really didn’t know,” he said.

Asked about his opinion of Mladic, Stevanovic replied: “He is a very pro-
fessional soldier; just, but tough. He is a man who does not stand for and 
dislikes defeat, who respects all peoples, but very much respects and pro-
tects his own people. He personally and his family became victims of such 
views and such work.”

Asked to explain the final sentence of his reply, the witness said that dur-
ing the war, Mladic “lost his daughter, a doctor, and he personally fell ill. 
A greater tragedy is impossible”.

Mladic’s daughter Ana committed suicide in 1993 in Belgrade.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Serb Army 
Didn’t Control Camps

A defence witness told former Bosnian Serb military 
commander Ratko Mladic’s trial that detention camps 
where Bosniaks were held in the east of the country 

weren’t under the army’s control.

JUSTICE REPORT

Drasko Vujic, wartime commander of one of the Bosnian Serb Army bri-
gades in Prijedor, testified at the Hague Tribunal on Monday that forc-
es under Mladic’s control did not have any authority over the notorious 
Omarska and Keraterm prison camps in the east of the country.

He also described the camp in Trnopolje as a “collective centre”, and said 
Bosniaks went there voluntarily, without coercion.

Vujic further testified that he did not know about any crimes committed 
in the camps in 1992.

He did say however that various paramilitary groups “made problems for 
Serbs and Muslims” in the Prijedor region.

Vujic told the judges that Serb paramilitary boss Zeljko Raznatovic, alias 
Arkan, was in close connection with the Prijedor chief of police Simo Drl-
jaca, but that he did not know who invited Raznatovic’s ‘Tigers’ to Prije-
dor.

“I don’t know who ordered them, but it was not the army,” he said.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged 
with taking part in the persecution of Muslims and Croats, which alleged 
reached the scale of genocide in several municipalities ñ Prijedor being 
one of them. He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising 
the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Bosniaks 
Targeted After Attacking Serbs

A former Bosnian Serb Army commander told Ratko 
Mladic’s trial that his units didn’t expel Bosniaks from the 
Podrinje region in 1992 and 1993, insisting that they only 

retaliated after enemy attacks.

Ratko Mladic in court in The Hague. Photo: Beta. 

JUSTICE REPORT

On the second day of his testimony at Mladic’s war crimes trial in The 
Hague on Wednesday, Svetozar Andric, former commander of the Bosnian 
Serb Army’s Birac Brigade, denied expelling Bosniak civilians from the 
Podrinje in eastern Bosnia.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Alan Tieger quoted the Bosnian 
Serb Army’s Directive 4 from March 1993, in which “consistent and de-
cisive attacks to expel the enemy with the local Muslim population” were 
ordered.

Andric responded that the only reason for the directive was “the extreme 
number of crimes against Serbs”.

“In six months of 1992, 370 Serbs were killed and 33 villages robbed and 
burned,” he said.
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He said that by March 1993, 1,322 Serbs were killed in the Skelani and 
Bratunac areas alone.

Asked by the prosecutor whether his forces’ operation in Podrinje in 1993 
was aimed at linking up Serbs in Bosnia and Serbia, Andric replied: “Not 
at all.”

“The political leadership of the Birac region asked for this operation be-
cause of the genocide committed against Serbs in Vlasenica, Srebrenica 
and Zvornik. They asked Radovan Karadzic to do it, and he ordered the 
army,” said Andric.

Former Bosnian Serb army commander Ratko Mladic is on trial for the 
persecution of Muslims and Croats across the country, which allegedly 
reached the scale of genocide in several municipalities. He is also on trial 
for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and tak-
ing UN peacekeepers hostage.

Andric also said that Mladic also ordered his forces not to enter Srebrenica 
in 1993, although it had almost fallen. He said that “thanks to Karadzic 
and Mladic, the Muslim population did not suffer”.

He suggested that revenge was the only explanation for the mass killings 
of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Bosniaks 
‘Wanted to Leave’ Eastern 

Bosnia
The former commander of the Birac brigade of the Bosnian 
Serb Army told Ratko Mladic’s trial that he helped organise 
the ‘removal of Muslims’ from eastern Bosnia, but insisted 

they wanted to go.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying in defence of former Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko Mlad-
ic at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday, former local commander Svetozar 
Andric said that in the end of May 1992 he ordered the “removal of the 
civilian Muslim population” from the territory under the control of the 
Birac brigade in eastern Bosnia.

But he said this was done”in an organised fashion”, insisting that the 
order only applied to those Bosniaks “who wanted to leave”.

Andric rejected a suggestion from prosecutor Alan Tieger that the Bosniak 
population was persecuted as a result of the order. He also explained that 
the decision to move the Bosniaks out of the area that was affected by 
fighting actually saved their lives, as they needed protection from Serb 
refugees.

“That order saved thousands, as many would not have survived,” said 
Andric.

He said that the Bosniaks also needed to be sent away from the area to 
avoid paramilitaries, who were a “threat to Muslims and Serbs”.

During cross-examination, Andric confirmed he ordered a setting up of a 
camp to hold Bosniaks in Vlasenica, but insisted it was done in accordance 
with humanitarian law.

He explained that the camp temporarily held Bosniak men if they had not 
participated in the fighting. After being checked, they were sent to Bosniak 
territory, the witness said.

Andric said he did not know about the killings of Bosniak men in the Su-
sica detention camp in Vlasenica in September 1992.
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He blamed paramilitaries for most crimes committed in eastern Bosnia 
in 1992.

“The blame lies with paramilitaries in the Birac region,” he said.

He added that at the time, however, he did not know about the crimes 
committed by paramilitaries like the Yellow Wasps in Zvornik.

He denied that the Yellow Wasps were under the command of the Bosnian 
Serb Army, although he admitted they fought alongside him in Kalesija.

Mladic is on trial for the persecution of Muslims and Croats which alleg-
edly reached the scale of genocide in several municipalities ñ Zvornik in 
the Birac region being one of them. He is also on trial for genocide in Sre-
brenica, taking UN peacekeepers hostage and terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Never Gave Illegal 
Orders, Serb Commander Says
A wartime Bosnian Serb Army commander told the war 

crimes trial of his former military chief Ratko Mladic that 
the defendant never gave him an illegal order.

JUSTICE REPORT

“I never received an order which was illegal and which was given by Gen-
eral Mladic. Never,” Grujo Boric, former commander of the Bosnian Serb 
Army’s Second Krajina Corps in Drvar in the west of the country, told 
Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday.

Boric also told the UN-backed court that the Second Krajina Corps never 
expelled Bosniaks and Croats from the area under its control.

“I never received a report about this. This never happened. If it had, I 
would have known and I would have taken steps to stop it,” said Boric.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, which allegedly reached the scale 
of genocide in some municipalities. Mladic is also on trial for the Sre-
brenica genocide, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Boric testified that in the spring of 1992, when the Bosnian Serb Army 
Second Corps was formed, “most Muslims had [already] left” the unit’s 
territory.

The fact that Bosniaks left and Serbs from other regions arrived was “not 
an issue for the military”, the witness said.

“This was an issue for the municipal authorities, the local ones and those 
from where Serbs came. We did nothing about this,” said Boric.

He explained that the police was in charge of operations within the Drvar 
area, while the Bosnian Serb Army only dealt with the frontlines.

Boric also said he had no knowledge that some of his subordinates inhu-
manely treated prisoners of war.
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“I did not know of a single case maybe it happened ñ I do not know. Pris-
oners were under the care of the security organs and I was never told that 
something like that happened,” said the witness.

Mladic’s trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: ‘Unknown 
Serbs’ Killed Sanski Most 

Bosniaks
A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told Ratko Mladic’s trial 

that crimes against non-Serbs were committed in Sanski 
Most in the spring of 1992, but denied his soldiers were 

involved.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Branko Basara, who was the commander of the Bosnian 
Serb Army’s Sanska brigade, testified at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday 
that the killing of 16 Bosniak men at a bridge near the village of Vrhpolje 
at the end of May 1992 was committed by a group of unknown members 
of Serbian forces.

Basara told the UN-backed court that his soldiers, who were also present 
at the time, could not prevent the killings.

Basara said he went to the crime scene shortly afterwards, but did not 
have the time or resources to conduct an investigation.

The witness denied the prosecutor’s suggestion that he knew the leader of 
the ‘unknown’ group of Serbs, Jadranko Palija. A Bosnian court sentenced 
Palija to 28 years in prison for crimes in Sanski Most.

Basara also testified that there was a mass killing in the village of Hrus-
tovo at the same time.

The prosecutor cited his earlier statement, when he said that among 
the victims who were later found in mass graves were Bosniak fighters 
“dressed in civilian clothes”, and asked the witness whether the children 
and women who were exhumed from the same mass grave were fighters.

“Everybody knows that they did not participate in the fighting,” Basara 
responded.

According to the indictment against Mladic, Serbian forces killed 22 un-
armed civilians in a garage in Hrustovo on May, 31, 1992.
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The prosecutor cited an order issued by Basara on June 3, 1992, in which 
he forbade “genocide” against women, children and disabled people. He 
suggested that Basara used these words as a result of the crimes in Vrh-
polje and Hrustovo.

“My soldiers did not do that. One can learn from other people’s mistakes,” 
Basara replied. He said he was “afraid” that similar atrocities could hap-
pen.

Mladic is on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats from Sanski 
Most, as well as for the Srebrenica genocide, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Basara confirmed that his brigade conducted a disarmament operation in 
the hamlet of Mahala and in Hrustovo at the end of 1992, but he denied the 
prosecutor’s claim that the villages were “randomly shelled”. He said that 
people were given three hours to leave the village, and that “those who 
wanted to fight” stayed in Mahala afterwards. He claimed that the shells 
were used in fighting with Bosniak forces.

Last year, the Bosnian state court filed an indictment against Basara for 
some of the crimes committed in the Sanski Most area.

Mladic’s trial continues.
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08 APRIL 2015

Ratko Mladic’s Defence Targets 
Prosecution Eyewitness

Ratko Mladic’s defence team disputed the testimony of 
a key Hague Tribunal prosecution witness who said that 

the former Bosnian Serb military chief gestured that 
Srebrenica captives would be killed.

JUSTICE REPORT

In the defence’s latest of several attempts to undermine the prosecu-
tion’s key witness Momir Nikolic, former Bosnian Serb police commander 
Slavoljub Mladjenovic testified on Tuesday that Nikolic gave false evidence 
about the incident.

Nikolic, a former security officer with the Bosnian Serb Army’s Bratunac 
Brigade, who has already been jailed for crimes in Srebrenica, testified at 
the trial in 2013 that he met Mladic near Srebrenica on July 13, 1995 and 
asked him what would happen to the Bosniak captives.

Mladic made a hand gesture indicating they would be killed, Nikolic told 
the court.

Nikolic also said that a police officer called Nenad Deronjic attended the 
meeting.

However, Mladjenovic told the UN-backed war crimes court on Monday 
that he was Deronjic’s supervisor and that the police officer could not have 
been with Mladic and Nikolic on July 13, 1995.

“I guarantee that Deronjic did not leave Srebrenica on July 12 and 13,” said 
Mladjenovic.

Mladjenovic said that Deronjic was guarding a hotel in Srebrenica and that 
all police officers were assigned to “stop looting” and “set up a police 
station”.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and the persecution of Mus-
lims and Croats which reached the scale of genocide in several other mu-
nicipalities, as well as terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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03 APRIL 2015

Mladic ‘Didn’t Tell Troops to 
Massacre Bosniaks’

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told his ex-commander 
Ratko Mladic’s trial that the defendant never made 
a gesture indicating that all Bosniak prisoners from 

Srebrenica would be killed in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Pero Andric testified the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that 
on July 13, 1995, he was Mladic’s bodyguard on the road from Bratunac to 
Vlasenica, and denied key prosecution testimony that the Bosnian Serb 
military chief gave a ‘kill sign’ to a subordinate.

Prosecution witness Momir Nikolic, a former security officer with the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s Bratunac Brigade, who has already been jailed for 
crimes in Srebrenica, testified at the trial in 2013 that he met the defend-
ant near Srebrenica on July 13, 1995 and asked him what would happen to 
the Bosniak captives. Mladic made a hand gesture indicating they would 
be killed, Nikolic told the court.

But Andric said he did not see Nikolic at any point that day while he was 
with Mladic.

According to Andric, Mladic stopped near Konjevic Polje that day and 
talked to a group of soldiers, but Nikolic was not among them.

Mladic is on trial for the Srebrenica genocide and the persecution of Mus-
lims and Croats which reached the scale of genocide in several other mu-
nicipalities, as well as terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Andric said that that he saw Mladic talking to a group of 300 to 400 Sre-
brenica captives in Sandici village after the fall of Srebrenica.

“He told them that they, as a people, weren’t guilty of anything. He said 
that the authorities, the commanders were to blame. He asked where they 
wanted to go and asked for buses,” said Andric.

Later on, according to the witness, Mladic also spoke to a group of prison-
ers in Nova Kasaba, and said the same thing. Andric added that he did not 
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see any prisoners being abused. He also said that Mladic never gave him 
any illegal order.

During cross-examination, Andric admitted that Mladic told his body-
guards that day to hit an old man and a police commander because they 
did not go to the woods to fight Bosniaks.

According to Andric’s testimony, Mladic also stopped a Serb family and 
told them to go to the woods, and “take a stone or stick and kill Turks”.

The trial continues on Tuesday.
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02 APRIL 2015

Seselj Called to Testify in 
Mladic’s Defence

Serbian Radical Party leader Vojislav Seselj will be called 
to give testimony at the war crimes trial of former Bosnian 

Serb military chief Ratko Mladic at the Hague Tribunal.

RADOSA MILUTINOVIC

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic said on Wednesday that the defence has 
filed a motion calling for Seselj ñ who is also on trial in The Hague ñ to be 
questioned via video link since he is on temporary leave in Serbia because 
of illness.

But after the UN-backed court’s appeals chamber ordered Seselj to re-
turn to the Tribunal’s detention unit two days ago because he violated the 
terms of his release, prosecutor Alan Tieger asked the defence to withdraw 
the motion.

However the defence said it would not withdraw the request until Seselj 
is back in custody. The Serbian Radical Party leader has so far refused to 
return voluntarily for the verdict in his trial.

Former Bosnian Serb military leader Mladic is on trial for genocide in Sre-
brenica and several other municipalities, most of which were in the Bos-
nian Krajina region, as well as terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking 
UN peacekeepers hostage.

At Wednesday’s hearing, Mladic’s defence called Nikola Erceg, an official 
with the Bosnian Krajina Serb authorities in 1992, who said that the au-
thorities in Banja Luka did not “violently persecute or expel non-Serbs”.

Erceg suggested that most Bosniaks and Croats voluntarily left the Bos-
nian Krajina in 1992. He claimed that their property was only “temporarily 
given” to Serb refugees.

Asked whether he knew of “violent expulsion” of Bosniaks and Croats, 
Erceg replied: “Yes, but not from official documentsÖ Neighbours expelled 
neighbours for who knows what reasons.”

Erceg also denied the prosecution’s claims that the local Serb authorities 
in Krajina discriminated against non-Serbs.
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He confirmed however that the authorities’ wartime goals were the divi-
sion of Serbs from other peoples, connecting Serb territories and remov-
ing the River Drina as a border between Serbs in Bosnia and Serbia.

“The first goal was to stay in Yugoslavia and we did everything to do it. 
When that could not be done, then we went on from there,” said Erceg.

He added that the Bosnian Serb Army was in charge of implementing these 
goals.

The trial continues.
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01 APRIL 2015

Mladic Witness: Bosnian Secret 
Service ‘Killed UN Soldier’

A former Bosnian state security service officer told Ratko 
Mladic’s war crimes trial that a covert paramilitary unit 

killed a French UN peacekeeper in 1995 to put the blame on 
the Serbs.

JUSTICE REPORT

Subpoenaed witness Edin Garaplija, who was the head of Bosnian state 
security service’s anti-terrorist team, told Mladic’s trial in The Hague on 
Tuesday that the leader of its Seve (‘Lark’) paramilitary unit, Nedzad Her-
enda, admitted to him in 1996 that he and his men killed the UN peace-
keeper and committed other crimes.

According to Garaplija, Herenda confessed that he shot the French soldier 
from the Bosnian Executive Council building in May 1995, while he was 
setting up a barricade on the street in front of Holiday Inn hotel in Saraje-
vo in order to protect people from Bosnian Serb attacks.

“Herenda said that he fired so the UN could blame the Serbs,” the wit-
ness told the UN-backed court. He alleged that Herenda was paid 2,000 
Deutschmarks for the crime.

Garaplija said that in May 1993, the Seve unit also killed the so-called ‘Sa-
rajevo Romeo and Juliet’ - 25-year-old couple Admira Ismic, a Bosniak, 
and her boyfriend Bosko Brkic, a Serb, as they tried to cross the Vrbanja 
bridge in the city centre to the Serb-occupied district of Grbavica.

“Herenda told us that he shot at that couple with a colleague, Dragan, 
from the Seve unit,” said Garaplija.

The witness said that “the Serb side was blamed [for the couple’s murder], 
as well as for the majority of sniper operations”.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo citizens during the city’s siege from 
1992-95 with a campaign of shelling and sniping.

Garaplija called Seve a terrorist group and blamed it for the killing of im-
prisoned Serb soldiers and civilians in Sarajevo’s Great Park, the assas-
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sination of senior Bosnian Army officer Sefer Halilovic and the killing of 
Serb civilians in Grbavica.

He also said that the Bosnian authorities arrested him in 1996 and charged 
him with trying to abduct Herenda, as well as attempted murder and 
abuse, right after he documented the Seve unit’s alleged crimes.

According to the witness, he was subjected to a “show trial” during which 
, show “certain structures tried to cover up” the Seve unit’s crimes, but he 
was ultimately acquitted.

He said that Herenda later disappeared and that his whereabouts are un-
known.

Mladic is also on trial for alleged genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats across the country, which allegedly reached the 
scale of genocide in several municipalities, and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

The trial continues.
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31 MARCH 2015

Ratko Mladic ‘Did Not Order 
Srebrenica Executions’

A former Bosnian Serb Army commander told the Hague 
Tribunal that neither he nor military chief Ratko Mladic 
ordered his squad to execute Bosniak prisoners from 

Srebrenica in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

The former commander of the 10th Reconnaissance Squad of the Bosnian 
Serb Army, Milorad Pelemis, told Mladic’s war crimes trial on Monday 
that neither of them ordered the killing of around 1,200 Bosniak men from 
Srebrenica at Branjevo farm near Zvornik on July 16, 1995.

A member of Pelemis’s squad, Drazen Erdemovic, admitted in 1996 at the 
Hague Tribunal that he participated in the executions.

But Pelemis insisted that Erdemovic was “on vacation” at the time and no 
one gave them an order to kill the Bosniaks that day.

“The chief intelligence officer of the Bosnian Serb Army’s Headquarters, 
Petar Salapura, who was the immediate superior for the squad, did not do 
that either,” Pelemis said in a written statement to the UN-backed court.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against more than 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995.

Pelemis said that he was in the hospital during the mass execution at 
Branjevo farm because he was injured in a car accident on July 12, 1995.

During cross-examination, he again denied giving an order for the execu-
tion to Erdemovic.

“I have never issued an order to Erdemovic,” Pelemis said.

He argued that Erdemovic “was taking revenge [on him], because I took 
his house and car”.

“How could I have ordered them, when Erdemovic said he only learned 
that he would execute people when he got to Branjevo?” Pelemis asked.
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He said that he at first did not believe Erdemovic’s confession about the 
Branjevo executions, but later realised it was true, although “the number 
of victims is a bit too high”. According to the witness, in cases before the 
Sarajevo court “it was proven that 200 people at most” were killed.

The prosecutor presented the witness with the DNA analysis findings that 
showed that at least 800-900 people were killed at Branjevo farm. “No, I 
am not familiar with that, I do not know exactly,” Pelemis replied. But he 
suggested that six of his soldiers couldn’t have killed so many prisoners.

Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across 
the country, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several mu-
nicipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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27 MARCH 2015

Mladic Witness Recalls 
Shooting of Srebrenica 

Prisoners
A former Bosnian Serb military policeman told Ratko 

Mladic’s trial in The Hague that he witnessed the killings of 
Bosniak prisoners after the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Nedjo Jovicic, a former member of the Bosnian Serb Ar-
my’s special police brigade, told the UN-backed court on Thursday that he 
saw two members his brigade shooting at prisoners who were being held 
in an agricultural warehouse in Kravica between Bratunac and Srebrenica 
on July 13, 1995.

When the prosecutor suggested that what he saw was an execution, the 
witness agreed.

Jovicic said that they were shooting “towards the building” where prison-
ers were. When asked if he saw someone throwing hand grenades into the 
warehouse, he said he did not.

According to the indictment charging Mladic with genocide against 7,000 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica, about 1,000 prisoners were killed in the ware-
house in Kravica on July 13, 1995.

Jovicic, who was the driver for the commander of the special police bri-
gade, Ljubomir Borovcanin, confirmed that he passed by the warehouse in 
Kravica in the car along with Borovcanin and a journalist from Belgrade, 
Zoran Petrovic Pirocanac, earlier that day, and saw pile of bodies in the 
yard near the entrance.

The prosecutor showed a video to the court that Petrovic Pirocanac made 
at the time. It shows about 20 to 30 bodies, with Serbian forces are walking 
around as the sound of gunshots is heard.

Jovicic explained that Borovcanin had been informed via radio that “some-
thing had happened in Kravica”, so they headed to the warehouse.
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“We did not know what happened, at first I didn’t see it, and then Borov-
canin said: ‘Mother of God, what is this?’ I turned my head and saw those 
bodies,” said the witness.

After they stopped further along the road, Jovicic said they learned that 
prisoners first took weapons from the guards and wounded two men. They 
escorted one wounded man to a health centre in Bratunac, then Borovca-
nin ordered Jovicic to go back to Kravica and see what was going on.

When Jovicic went back, he saw that the killings of prisoners were con-
tinuing, he said.

Borovcanin was sentenced to 17 years in prison by the Hague Tribunal for 
aiding and abetting the mass killings in Kravica.

Mladic is also being tried for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across 
the country, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several mu-
nicipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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26 MARCH 2015

Mladic ‘Never Gave Illegal 
Orders to Kill Bosniaks’

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told Ratko Mladic’s 
trial that the defendant never gave him an order that 

contravened the laws of war or told him to kill Bosniak 
prisoners from Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Former officer Milomir Savcic testified at the UN-backed war crimes tri-
bunal in The Hague on Wednesday that he did not know about any plan to 
kill Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995 and that his commander Ratko 
Mladic never gave him an illegal order.

“I never got an order which was against the rules of war,” said Savcic, a 
former commander of a unit within the Bosnian Serb Army’s Main Head-
quarters.

In a written statement, Savcic insisted that an army order on how to deal 
with prisoners of war from Srebrenica, which was issued on July 13, 1995 
after the enclave fell to Bosnian Serb forces, “had nothing to do with any 
plan to kill prisoners”.

During cross examination by prosecutor Peter McCloskey, Savcic con-
firmed that members of his unit guarded more than 1,000 prisoners from 
Srebrenica on July 13, 1995 at a football pitch in Nova Kasaba.

Asked whether he knew that those prisoners were then executed on July 
16, the witness replied: “I did not know that for many years.”

Sacic clarified that he later heard from witnesses that some of the prison-
ers were killed in Branjevo on July 16.

Discussing Savcic’s claim that he never received an illegal command, Mc-
Closkey asked him who ordered the killing of Bosnian Army commander 
Avdo Palic, who was arrested by Bosnian Serb forces in July 1995.

“I do not know,” answered Savcic.

The prosecutor suggested that it had to have been someone from the top 
of the civilian or military command, but the witness responded: “I do not 



- 184 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

agree with you. That could have been done by any irresponsible individ-
ual.”

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against more than 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995, 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the country, which alleged-
ly reached the scale of genocide in several municipalities, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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25 MARCH 2015

Mladic Officer Denies 
Removing Srebrenica Bodies

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told Ratko Mladic’s 
trial in The Hague that he was not involved in an attempted 

cover-up of the massacre of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 
July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Vidoje Blagojevic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
Bratunac brigade, told the UN-backed court on Tuesday that he knew 
nothing about the removal of the Srebrenica victims’ corpses from mass 
graves in autumn 1995 as part of a planned cover-up.

“I cannot testify about that, because I do not have the knowledge,” said 
Blagojevic, who was testifying in Mladic’s defence.

Prosecutor Margaret Hassan presented the witness with evidence that 
trucks containing “hundreds and hundreds of bodies” of the Srebrenica 
dead passed by his command and his apartment in the centre of Bratunac 
as the Bosnian Serb Army tried to “cover up evidence” about the mass 
killings.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
alleged genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica after the 
fall of the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995. According to the in-
dictment, his forces exhumed the bodies from ‘primary’ mass graves that 
autumn and transferred them to inaccessible ‘secondary’ mass graves in 
an attempt to cover up the crime.

Asked whether the Bratunac brigade’s former security officer informed 
him and other officers on October 16, 1995 that he was conducting a ‘clear-
up’ operation Blagojevic replied: “To be honest, I do not remember.”

In 2007, the Hague Tribunal sentenced Blagojevic to 15 years in prison for 
aiding and abetting the killings and forced relocation of Bosniaks from 
Srebrenica. After he served two-thirds of his sentence in Norway, he was 
released in 2013.
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Blagojevic also denied that he commanded army and police units which 
were searching for Bosniak men in the woods around Srebrenica in 
mid-July 1995.

“You say that because some prisoners who were later executed were seized 
in that operation and you know it,” the prosecutor said.

“No, that is incorrect,” the witness responded.

Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across 
the country, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several mu-
nicipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The trial continues.



- 187 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

24 MARCH 2015

Mladic Witness: No Order for 
Srebrenica Massacres

A former Bosnian Serb Army commander told Ratko 
Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal that he received no 

order for the mass killings of Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 
July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Vidoje Blagojevic, former commander of the Bosnian Serb 
Army’s Bratunac brigade, said in a written statement to the UN-backed 
war crimes court on Monday that he “never received or issued an order for 
illegal actions” in the Srebrenica area in July 1995.

Blagojevic said that he “had no knowledge about any plan for the commis-
sion of crimes” or the execution of Bosniak prisoners.

In 2007, the Hague Tribunal sentenced Blagojevic to 15 years in prison for 
aiding and abetting the killings and forced relocation of Bosniaks from 
Srebrenica. After he served two-thirds of his sentence in Norway, he was 
released in 2013.

Blagojevic said that his sentence was illegal. When asked by the prosecutor 
if he accepted responsibility for the crimes of which he was convicted, he 
replied: “I do not accept it.”

Asked if he was responsible for the fate of Bosniaks detained in the zone 
controlled by his brigade, he responded: “I did not have prisoners in the 
defence zone of the Bratunac brigade, and if I did, I would have been re-
sponsible for them.”

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
alleged genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica after the 
fall of the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995.

Blagojevic dismissed a statement by key prosecution witness Momir Niko-
lic, who said that Blagojevic informed him on July 12, 1995 that all the 
prisoners from Srebrenica would be executed. Blagojevic,said he did not 
see Nikolic that day.

In 2003, Nikolic pleaded guilty to participating in the Srebrenica crimes 
and was sentenced to 20 years in prison.
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Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across 
the country, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several mu-
nicipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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20 MARCH 2015

Witness Accused of Strpci 
Abduction

Prosecutors at Ratko Mladic’s trial in The Hague tried to 
prove that defence witness Dragisa Masal ordered the 

abduction of Bosniaks at the Strpci railway station in the 
winter of 1993, while Masal denied the allegations.

JUSTICE REPORT

Prosecutor Adam Veber presented Masal, a former commander of the 
Visegrad Tactical Group of the Bosnian Serb Army, with his order from 
February 21, 1993, six days before the Strpci abduction.

In that order referring to the “instructions from the supreme commander 
of the Bosnian Serb Army” Radovan Karadzic, the former lieutenant Masal 
asked his subordinate brigades to “inform him on detained Bosniaks from 
Sandzak”.

“If you do not have them, organise yourselves and conduct actions in or-
der to detain them,” Masal’s order continued.

“I did order that, but I did not order them to capture civilians but Bosniaks 
who often went towards Gorazde and Sarajevo through my zone of re-
sponsibility... It had nothing to do with civilians,” the witness said.

Serbian forces seized 19 Bosniaks and one Croat from the train which trav-
elled from Belgrade to Bar on February 27, 1993. They took them to the 
Visegrad area, and then robbed and killed them.

Prosecutor Veber cited document from the intelligence service of the Bos-
nian Serb Army’s Drina Corps from the day after the abduction, which 
mentioned Bojan Indjic and Milan Lukic, leaders of the paramilitary units 
Sooty Alley [Garavi sokak] and Avengers, as perpetrators.

The document also said that “Masal claims” that members of Sooty Alley 
are in fact “an intervention squad of the Bosnian Serb Army and that they 
respect and implement orders”.

Retired general Masal confirmed that he told his superior that “there are 
groups with that name within the intervention squad” and that they re-
spect and implement command orders.
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“I know that Indjic was commander of the intervention squad, it is the 
first time I heard that he was commander of that group,” the witness said 
adding that he had heard of Milan Lukic and that he “met him only twice”.

The Hague tribunal sentenced Lukic to life-in-prison for crimes against 
Bosniaks from Visegrad, including the burning of dozens of women and 
children alive.

Despite the Serbian document from the end of January 1993, which said 
that “members of the Bosnian Serb Army will stop the train and seize 
passengers, most probably in Strpci”, Masal denied that the abduction 
was planed in advance.

“There was no plan as far as of my command, and as much I know, the 
brigades’ command... None of my superior commanders warned me.”

Boban Indjic was recently arrested by the Bosnian authorities along with 
the group of suspects for crimes in Strpci. The Commander of the Second 
Podrinje Brigade of the Bosnian Serb Army, Luka Dragicevic, was also ar-
rested.

Witness Masal confirmed that Indjic’s squad was part of Dragicevic’s bri-
gade. Dragicevic has already testified as a defence witness.

Masal also denied that the Bosnian Serb Army withheld humanitarian aid 
for Bosniak enclaves in eastern Bosnia, or that he ordered artillery fire on 
the Gorazde market. The witness claimed that Srebrenica and Zepa were 
never demilitarised, although it was envisaged in the agreement that the 
UN used to declare a safe zone.

Mladic is on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the 
country, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several munic-
ipalities. He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Mladic’s trial continues on March 23.
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19 MARCH 2015

Srebrenica Prisoners ‘Killed 
Amid Escape Attempt’

A defence witness at Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko 
Mladic’s trial said that a massacre of prisoners near 

Srebrenica in July 1995 happened because of an “attempted 
escape”.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Dragoslav Trisic, a former Bosnian Serb Army officer in 
Bratunac, told the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that shooting started 
in the nearby village of Kravica when Bosniak captives from Srebrenica 
attempted to flee.

“I only heard stories that there was a shooting in a warehouse in Kravi-
ca... that there was an incident, guards were attacked and that there was 
shooting and dead people,” Trisic told the UN-backed court in a written 
statement.

He said that a Bosniak seized a Serb police officer’s rifle and killed him, 
and then “other policemen then started shooting in order to prevent the 
escape”.

Bosnian Serb forces killed around 1,000 Bosniak prisoners in the ware-
house in Kravica on July 13, 1995.
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Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica, including those 
killed in the mass execution in Kravica.

During cross-examination, Trisic confirmed that that former Bosnian 
Serb Army security officer Momir Nikolic informed him and other officers 
on October 16, 1995 that he was conducting a “clearing up” operation.

Prosecutor Caroline Edgerton asked him whether by “clearing up”, Niko-
lic meant digging up “thousands of bodies of Bosniaks from Srebrenica, 
killed in Kravica and elsewhere, and their reburial at other sites”.

The witness replied: “It seems Captain Nikolic said that... I heard that 
from Captain Nikolic at the meeting.”

According to the indictment against Mladic, the bodies were moved to in-
accessible sites in order to cover up the crimes.

In 2003, Nikolic pleaded guilty to participating in the Srebrenica crimes 
and was sentenced to 20 years in prison. He has been a key prosecution 
witness against other people charged with genocide and other crimes 
against Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across 
the country, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in several mu-
nicipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The trial continues on March 19.
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13 MARCH 2015

Keraterm Massacre ‘Not Done 
by Serb Soldiers’

A defence witness for Ratko Mladic told his trial that while 
Serb forces committed crimes against Bosniaks and Croats 

in Priedor in 1992, they were not the work of the Bosnian 
Serb Army.

JUSTICE REPORT

Miso Rodic, a former intelligence officer of the 43rd Bosnian Serb Army 
brigade, said on Thursday that he knew that 150 Bosniaks were killed in 
the Keraterm detention camp near Prijedor in July 1995.

He said that officers had told him that “the motive was revenge and that 
our members weren’t involved”, adding that Keraterm was guarded by 
civilian police.

During cross-examination, Rodic admitted that no investigation into this 
massacre was carried out.

“The first information was that this was done by police officers”, after 
a Serbian policeman was killed, he said. “I know they were killed, out of 
revenge,” Rodic added.

The witness added that he heard of other crimes being committed in Ker-
aterm but never witnessed them personally.

The former Bosnian Serb military chief is on trial for persecution of Bos-
niaks and Croats in Bosnia, which reached the scale of genocide in several 
municipalities, Prijedor included.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in 1995 in Srebrenica, with crimes in 
Sarajevo and with taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Rodic said he knew about crimes carried out by a group surrounding Zoran 
Zigic in Prijedor, adding that he had personally arrested Zigic for looting 
during the war. However, Zigic was not a member of the Bosnian Serb 
Army, he noted.

The witness said he could not answer for why Zigic was never prosecuted 
during the war, as his brigade had initiated cases against Zigic and others 
before the courts.
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When the prosecutor suggested that Bosnian Serb policy was “to not pun-
ish soldiers for war crimes”, Rodic disagreed. “I did not think so, and I 
don’t have that information”, Rodic replied.

Zigic was sentenced to 25 years in jail in 2005 by the Hague war-crimes 
tribunal, ICTY, for crimes committed in the Prijedor area. He was released 
last year after serving two-thirds of his sentence.

Mladic will continue his defence on Monday.
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12 MARCH 2015

Mladic Witness Blames 
‘Criminals’ for Sanski Most 

Killings
A defence witness told the trial of Ratko Mladic that 

criminals from outside the area committed crimes against 
Bosniaks and Croats in 1992 in Sanski Most, not the 

Bosnian Serb Army.

JUSTICE REPORT

Witness Tomislav Delic, a former Bosnian Serb soldier, told the Hague 
Tribunal on Wednesday that mass killings in the villages of Hrustovo and 
Vrhpolje in the Sanski Most municipality were carried out by “people from 
outside Sanski Most”.

He added that Bosniak homes in the village of Mahala were looted by 
“criminals who wore the uniforms of the Serb Defence Forces”.

He also suggested that the crimes against Bosniaks were committed in 
revenge for crimes against Serbs in World War II.

Former Bosnian Serb army commander Ratko Mladicis on trial for the 
persecution of Muslims and Croats, which reached the scale of genocide in 
several municipalities, Sanski Most among them.

According to the indictment against Mladic, Serb forces killed 22 civilians 
in a garage in Hrustovo in May 1992 and several civilians in nearby Vrh-
polje on the same day.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The prosecutor suggested that Delic was involved in ordering the killing of 
seven Croats in the village of Skrljevita in November 1992, saying that the 
killer, Danilusko Kajtez, had accused him.

But Delic denied this: “It is not trueÖ I could not give ordersÖ Kajtez would 
do anything to get out of prison,” he said.
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Asked if he used the crime to expel terrified Croats from their village and 
loot their property, Delic said this was also not true, and that he actually 
defended a Croat from Kajtez.

Asked if Croats did leave their homes, he replied: “Almost all of them”.

Kajtez was sentenced to 12 years in prison by the Bosnian court for crimes 
in Sanski Most.

The trial continues.
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11 MARCH 2015

Mladic Witness: Detention 
Centre Was a ‘Sanctuary’

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial in 
The Hague that the Trnopolje detention centre near Prijedor 

was not a prison camp in 1992 but a place of refuge for 
Bosniaks.

JUSTICE REPORT

Branko Beric, who was a quartermaster at Trnopolje, testified at the UN-
backed court on Tuesday that it was just a “collection center for Muslims” 
where they were “offered help and sanctuary”.

Beric said that “no one was killed in the centre” and that there was no 
barbed wire or machine-gun nests nearby.

According to Beric, unlike Trnopolje, the nearby Omarska and Keraterm 
detention centres were prison camps, from which Muslims came “in very 
bad conditions”.

Video footage of skeletal Bosniaks behind a partially barbed wire at Trnop-
olje ñ shot by British ITN television journalist Penny Marshall in August 
1992 ñ “fooled the international community”, said Beric.

He said that the thinnest of the prisoners “probably” previously spent 
time at Omarska. “That man, unfortunately, before the war had tubercu-
losis. His neighbours told me. He died, unfortunately,” said Beric.

“It is sad that Marshall fooled the world, because there was no wire in 
TrnopoljeÖ Only two square feet [of barbed wire],” he added.

He clarified however that he had already left Trnopolje by the time the ITN 
report was filmed. “When the tape was made I wasn’t thereÖ But I can 
describe the place where they staged it,” he said.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
the persecution of Muslims and Croats, which allegedly reached the scale 
of genocide in several municipalities, Prijedor among them. He is also 
charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population of Saraje-
vo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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Beric said that Bosniaks told him after the war that they felt “as if they 
were in a hotel” when they arrived in Trnopolje after being at the Omars-
ka and Keraterm detention centres. He said they described Trnopolje as a 
camp to get “privileges” in other countries after leaving Bosnia.

The witness testified that he advised many young Muslims in Trnopolje 
to throw away their military boots ñ so they wouldn’t be sent to Keraterm 
and Omarska. “I could not allow those young men to get hurt because of 
their naivety”, said Beric.

During cross-examination, the Hague prosecutor told Beric that this 
meant that he knew about crimes being committed at Omarska and Ker-
aterm.

“I cannot say those were crimes, I know they were camps and that the 
conditions weren’t good,” Beric answered.

He added that “no one in Prijedor is denying this, it would be shameful”.

He confirmed however that there was poor hygienic conditions at Trnop-
olje because there were so many Bosniaks there.

The trial continues.
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10 MARCH 2015

Mladic ‘Ordered Troops to 
Protect Srebrenica Captives’
A defence witness told the Hague Tribunal that former 

Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko Mladic ordered his men 
to ensure the safety of Bosniak prisoners from Srebrenica 

in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Bojan Subotic, a former Bosnian Serb military policeman, told the UN-
backed court on Monday that hundreds of Bosniak soldiers surrendered to 
him on July 13, 1995 near Srebrenica.

Subotic said that some of them told him that their commanders were 
“killing those who want to surrender”. He testified that two of those cap-
tives, took him to the nearby woods, where he saw a “horrible scene” of 
“around 500 corpses” of Bosniak fighters.

“They were in groups of two, ten and 50Ö The wounds were irregular, 
as if made by mines and bombs, a few were shotÖ It smelled, it was very 
hot,” he said.

He recalled hearing gunfire earlier that day from that area and wondering 
what happened, as there were no Serb units there.

A group of around 200 Bosniak soldiers then arrived and surrendered, he 
continued.

He took the captured Bosniaks to a football stadium in Nova Kasaba and 
then Mladic arrived.

“Mladic shook hands with the prisoners, told them about the war and said 
they would be exchangedÖ He gave us a strict order to guard the prison-
ers, to write [their names] downÖ He said buses would come and that we 
should give them to civilian police in Bratunac,” recalled Subotic.

He said that Mladic told him: “Kid, I want all of them to get to Bratunac.”

The witness said he gave the prisoners 150 loaves of bread, which he took 
from Serb bakeries, for which he was later sued.
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According to Mladic’s indictment, the captured Bosniaks from Bratunac 
were taken to several locations near Zvornik where they were killed by 
Serb forces.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against more than 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995, 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats ñ which reached the scale of gen-
ocide in some municipalities ñ terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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06 MARCH 2015

Ratko Mladic ‘Never Gave 
Srebrenica Kill Sign’

A former Bosnian Serb soldier told the Hague Tribunal 
that Mladic never made a hand gesture indicating that all 

captives from Srebrenica should be killed.

JUSTICE REPORT

Ex-soldier Mladen Blagojevic testified on Thursday as Mladic’s defence 
tried to discredit the testimony of key Hague Tribunal prosecution witness 
Momir Nikolic, who said that the defendant made a gesture in July 1995 to 
say that the Srebrenica prisoners should die.

Nikolic, a former security officer in the Bosnian Serb Army’s Bratunac 
Brigade, who has already been jailed for crimes in Srebrenica, testified 
previously at Mladic’s trial that he met the defendant near Srebrenica on 
July 13, 1995 and asked him what would happen to the Bosniak captives. 
Mladic made a hand gesture indicating they would be killed, Nikolic told 
the court.

But Blagojevic, who was Mladic’s escort that day in Srebrenica said that 
Nikolic’s story was “totally false and untrue”.

Blagojevic said that he was certain he did not see Nikolic that day and that 
Nikolic did not see Mladic.

According to the witness, at a control point in Konjevic Polje, where the 
alleged meeting took place, Mladic did not even get out of his vehicle “but 
only spoke to police officers while passing by”.

Blagojevic confirmed that Mladic spoke to hundreds of captured Bosniaks 
that day in Sandici and Nova Kasaba. He said Mladic’s words to them were 
“calming”.

During cross-examination, the prosecutor said that a prisoner was killed 
in Nova Kasaba, and Mladic failed to react.

“I am certain that did not happen while Mladic was there. He would not 
allow it,” responded Blagojevic, who is currently serving a seven-year 
sentence for crimes in Srebrenica.
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Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb forces, is on trial for 
genocide in July 1995 when more than 7,000 Muslim Bosniak men and 
boys from Srebrenica were killed. He is also on trial for the persecution of 
Bosniaks, genocide in several municipalities in 1992, terrorising the pop-
ulation of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

On Wednesday, former Bosnian Serb Army officer Milovan Simic told 
Mladic’s trial that the defendant told him in the summer of 1995 that 
2,000 Bosniak prisoners were killed in Srebrenica without his knowledge.

Simic described a meeting with Mladic, which allegedly took place in 
August 1995when the former Bosnian Serb Army chief said: “Brothers, 
something terrible happened, something which shouldn’t have happened 
ñ without my knowledge and without an order, 2,000 people were killed.”

The trial continues on Monday.
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03 MARCH 2015

Bosnian Serb Police Blamed for 
Attacks in Doboj

Testifying in Ratko Mladic’s defence, a former Bosnian Serb 
army officer admitted that non-Serbs were persecuted 
and killed in 1992 in Doboj, but blamed local police and 

paramilitaries.

JUSTICE REPORT

Milivoje Simic, the wartime commander of a unit in Doboj Simic, testified 
at Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that during “cleansing 
operations” in the town of Doboj and the surrounding area, Serb police 
and paramilitaries robbed, arrested and killed Bosniaks and Croats.

“All of what happened was carried out by paramilitaries and the Police 
CentreÖ They robbed Croats and Muslims and also Serbs; I warned the 
police chief,” said the witness after the Hague prosecutor showed him a 
document stating that a military unit in the village of Civcija stole 70 kilo-
grammes of gold and 350,000 Deutschmarks.

Testifying about the detention of civilians from Civcija, the witness said: 
“That was done only by the police.”

Former Bosnian Serb Army chief Mladic is charged with the persecution 
of Muslims and Croats, which reached the scale of genocide in several 
municipalities in 1992. He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Milivoje testified that a unit led by a man called Veljko Milankovic which 
was known as the Wolves from Vucijak was guilty of crimes but was inde-
pendent of the Bosnian Serb Army.

But after the prosecution showed him an order which named Milankovic 
as “commander of a battalion” of the Bosnian Serb Army, he said that the 
renegade unit was actually mostly commanded by another man, Bosko 
Kelecevic.

“Wherever he went with his group, there were problems,” said the wit-
ness.

The trial continues.



- 204 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

27 FEBRUARY 2015

Bosniak War Deaths 
‘Exaggerated’, Says Mladic 

Witness
A Bosnian Serb official involved in the search for missing 
persons said the Sarajevo government and international 
organisations exaggerated the number of Bosniak war 

victims in places like Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying in the defence of Ratko Mladic at the Hague Tribunal on Thurs-
day, Bosnian Serb official Goran Krcmar blamed both the Sarajevo author-
ities and the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) for 
overstating the number of Bosniak deaths.

Krcmar, who has been involved in finding the remains of people who went 
missing during the war, claimed that so far “no list of missing Muslims 
has been published”. Without this, he said, it was “pointless to make a list 
of bodies” of victims.

He alleged that the Bosnian prosecution and the ICMP were engaged in a 
“dangerous and perfect manipulation” by finding part of a body of an al-
ready-buried victim and claiming it to be that of an unknown person, thus 
increasing the death toll.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Mladic is charged with the gen-
ocide of some 7,000 Bosniak men and boys from Srebrenica. Prosecution 
experts have previously testified that about 6,500 Srebrenica victims have 
been identified so far.

Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During Krcmar’s testimony, Mladic’s defence screened video recordings of 
Mujahedin fighters who fought for the Bosnian army, which showed the 
severed heads of some Serb victims.

A recording of a visit by former Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic to the 
El Mujahid unit in Gostovici was also played. The witness said that in the 
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autumn of 1995, in Ozren, the Mujahedin captured 180 Serbs, of whom 
only eight survived.

Judge Alphons Orie warned the defence that this was not relevant, since 
the Hague prosecutors do not deny that all sides in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na committed crimes during the war.

Krcmar will continue testifying when Mladic’s trial resumes on Monday.
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27 FEBRUARY 2015

Bosniak War Deaths 
‘Exaggerated’, Says Mladic 

Witness
A Bosnian Serb official involved in the search for missing 
persons said the Sarajevo government and international 
organisations exaggerated the number of Bosniak war 

victims in places like Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying in the defence of Ratko Mladic at the Hague Tribunal on Thurs-
day, Bosnian Serb official Goran Krcmar blamed both the Sarajevo author-
ities and the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) for 
overstating the number of Bosniak deaths.

Krcmar, who has been involved in finding the remains of people who went 
missing during the war, claimed that so far “no list of missing Muslims 
has been published”. Without this, he said, it was “pointless to make a list 
of bodies” of victims.

He alleged that the Bosnian prosecution and the ICMP were engaged in a 
“dangerous and perfect manipulation” by finding part of a body of an al-
ready-buried victim and claiming it to be that of an unknown person, thus 
increasing the death toll.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Mladic is charged with the gen-
ocide of some 7,000 Bosniak men and boys from Srebrenica. Prosecution 
experts have previously testified that about 6,500 Srebrenica victims have 
been identified so far.

Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During Krcmar’s testimony, Mladic’s defence screened video recordings of 
Mujahedin fighters who fought for the Bosnian army, which showed the 
severed heads of some Serb victims.

A recording of a visit by former Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic to the 
El Mujahid unit in Gostovici was also played. The witness said that in the 
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autumn of 1995, in Ozren, the Mujahedin captured 180 Serbs, of whom 
only eight survived.

Judge Alphons Orie warned the defence that this was not relevant, since 
the Hague prosecutors do not deny that all sides in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na committed crimes during the war.

Krcmar will continue testifying when Mladic’s trial resumes on Monday.
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25 FEBRUARY 2015

Bosnian Army ‘Left Srebrenica 
at Serbs’ Mercy’

A defence witness at Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial 
testified that Bosniak troops quit Srebrenica in July 1995 

and left the enclave’s population at the mercy of Bosnian 
Serb forces.

JUSTICE REPORT

Miodrag Dragutinovic, former assistant commander of the Bosnian Serb 
Army’s Zvornik brigade, told Mladic’s trial on Wednesday that his units 
took part in the attack on Srebrenica in July 1995.

“At some point the Bosnian Army’s 28th Division left the town and left the 
population at the mercy of Bosnian Serb forces,” said Dragutinovic.

He said that aim of the attack on Srebrenica was not to target civilians or 
the enclave itself, but the 28th Division. His units did not encounter civil-
ians, but saw their movements, he added.

With Dragutinovic’s testimony, the defence sought to challenge the 
charges against Mladic that Zvornik Brigade soldiers took part in mass 
executions of Bosniaks after the fall of Srebrenica.

Dragutinovic said that his unit took part in fights with the Bosnian Army 
Second Corps on July 15 and 16. “I had not seen such intense fighting in 
five years,” he said.

He said that an agreement was finally reached to create a corridor to let 
the Bosniak soldiers get out.

He described Srebrenica as a “sad town” when he entered it on July 11, 
1995.

“I didn’t see destruction, and I could not see fighting in the city. There 
were no civilians,” he said.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide over the killing of some 
7,000 Bosniak men and boys from Srebrenica in the days that followed 
the occupation of the UN-protected enclave by Bosnian Serb forces on July 
11, 1995.

He is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking 
UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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18 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: Srebrenica 
Wasn’t Demilitarised Zone

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told Ratko Mladic’s trial 
that Bosniak forces remained active in Srebrenica even 
when it was supposed to be a demilitarised ‘safe area’.

JUSTICE REPORT

Milenko Jevdjevic, a former commander of one of the Drina Corps battal-
ions of the Bosnian Serb Army, told the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that 
Srebrenica and Zepa were not cleared of soldiers and military equipment 
even though this should have been done after they were declared UN pro-
tected safe areas in 1993.

“Demilitarisation wasn’t implemented and the Muslim side continued 
military activities,” Jevdjevic testified.

After Srebrenica and Zepa were declared safe areas, the witness said that 
“Drina Corps units were given a strict order to stop activities since the safe 
areas were about to be disarmed and demilitarised”.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide over the killing of some 
7,000 Bosniak men and boys from Srebrenica in the days that followed 
the occupation of the UN-protected enclave by Bosnian Serb forces on July 
11, 1995.

He is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Jevdjevic said that even after 1993, the Bosnian Army in Srebrenica and 
Zepa had “one division with between 12,000 and 15,000 fighters” who 
“stayed in trenches with guns pointed toward Bosnian Serb forces”.

“From those enclaves, certain reconnaissance groups came to Serb terri-
tories and they were a serious threat to Drina Corps units and they killed 
soldiers and civilians,” he said.

Asked by the judges why ‘Turks’ were mentioned in the Drina Corps’ or-
ders, Jevdjevic said that “this meant members of the Bosnian Army”.

“Even today if the Turkish national football team plays, everyone in Sara-
jevo cheers them on,” he insisted.

The trial continues.
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17 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Witness Describes 
Prison Camp Murders and 

Abuse
A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial in The Hague 

that Bosniaks were killed near the Bosnian Serbs’ Manjaca 
prison camp in 1992, but blamed the crimes on civilian 

police.

JUSTICE REPORT

Radomir Radinkovic, a former intelligence officer with the Bosnian Serb 
Army at the Manjaca prison camp near the town of Banja Luka, testified on 
Tuesday that 24 Bosniaks from Sanski Most suffocated to death in a truck 
which Serb police used to transport them to the camp.

A number of prisoners from Prijedor were also killed in front of the camp 
in the summer of 1992, the witness said.

Radinkovic said that some of the 1,430 prisoners from Prijedor in August 
1992 were killed while they waited in 11 buses to be admitted into the 
camp.

“We did not know if they were beaten or executed,” said Radinkovic, but 
later added that he was told that “they were taken from buses and killed”.

“I couldn’t hear screams, but the military policemen did and they told usÖ 
the military policemen saw them being taken and shot,” said Radinkovic.

Former Bosnian Serb Army chief Ratko Mladic is on trial at the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia for the persecution of 
non-Serbs in the Bosnian Krajina municipality, which allegedly reached 
the scale of genocide during the war.

He is also on trial for his alleged role in orchestrating the Srebrenica gen-
ocide, terrorising the population of Sarajevo, and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

Radinkovic began his testimony to the UN-backed court on Monday, when 
he said that Bosniak and Croat prisoners held at the Manjaca camp in 1992 
were treated according to international conventions and were regularly 
visited by the Red Cross.
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But while answering questions from prosecutor Caroline Edgerton, Rad-
inkovic confirmed that eight Bosniak prisoners were also beaten to death.

“It was done by the police, unfortunately,” said the witness, who insisted 
that military policemen couldn’t stop the crime.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie asked why he didn’t stop the civilian police. 
“It wasn’t my job to call on them to act humanely and morally,” Radink-
ovic replied.

He described how 24 Bosniaks from Sanski Most suffocated while being 
transported to Manjaca by truck.

“They suffocated because the truck was covered. It was almost hermeti-
cally sealed and the weaker ones suffocated,” said Radinkovic.

“Nobody killed them,” he added.

He said that civilian policemen from the escort wanted to leave the bodies 
at the camp, but the Manjaca management forced them to take them back 
to Sanski Most.

Radinkovic admitted that prisoners in Manjaca were beaten, but said this 
was done by regular policemen or military policemen who acted irrespon-
sibly and were removed because of this.

The trial continues.
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12 FEBRUARY 2015

Serbs Detained Bosniaks ‘For 
Their Own Protection’

A defence witness testified at Ratko Mladic’s war crimes 
trial at the Hague Tribunal that Muslims held in the 

Trnopolje detention camp near Prijedor in the summer of 
1992 were not abused.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Slavko Puhalic, who was a quartermaster at the Bosnian 
Serb-run Trnopolje camp, told the UN-backed court on Thursday that it 
was intended for “the removal of the non-Serb population from the com-
bat zoneÖ for their own protection”.

Bosniaks, Croats and others stayed at Trnopolje “until there were condi-
tions for them to leave”, Puhalic said in a statement to the court.

“They could go out freely, after they notified the guard and left their doc-
uments... No one was brought in by force,” he said.

According to the witness, apart from what he called several “incidents”, 
the people held at Trnopolje were not abused.

According to the indictment against former Bosnian Serb Army chief 
Mladic, his forces committed serious, large-scale crimes against Bosniaks 
and Croats held at the Trnopolje, Keraterm and Omarska camps in the 
Prijedor area. Prijedor was one of the municipalities where the persecution 
of non-Serb civilians reached the scale of genocide in 1992, the indictment 
alleges.

After defence lawyer Branko Lukic screened video footage from Trnopolje 
shot by a British television news crew from ITN, which shows Bosniak 
men, some of them desperately thin, behind barbed wire, Puhalic said that 
the footage was misleading and those inside the wire were actually report-
ers, while the prisoners were outside.

“The reporters are in an enclosed part, and the people are free,” the wit-
ness said.

ITN’s video report, made in August 1992, caused international condemna-
tion of the Bosnian Serb authorities.
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During cross-examination, the prosecutor asked the witness if there was 
an investigation in Trnopolje into the killings and rapes of prisoners and 
whether he knew if any perpetrator was prosecuted.

Puhalic said that he did not know, confirming that he heard about several 
cases of killings and rapes and saying that he informed military police and 
regular officers about them.

Ratko Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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11 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: ‘Disloyal 
Muslims’ Faced Expulsion

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial in 
The Hague that Serb authorities in the Sanski Most area 

were planning to expel “extreme” and “disloyal” Bosniaks in 
the spring of 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Nenad Davidovic, a dentist who was the chief of the 
medical service in the Sanska brigade of the Bosnian Serb Army during 
wartime, said that the Serb crisis staff in the Sanski Most area wanted 
“disloyal” and “extreme” Bosniaks to be expelled, while “those who were 
loyal should be protected”.

Davidovic said that people who voted for an independent Bosnia and 
against remaining inside Yugoslavia were considered disloyal.

“Safety guarantees were mainly provided for the locals, not the extrem-
ists... Extremists were ready to go into battle, the disloyal ones [were] 
those who did not listen,” he said.

He confirmed that he wrote in his notes from a crisis staff meeting that 
“everyone who objects to the Serb authorities must be expelled along with 
their families”.

However he said he didn’t know if the plan was implemented. “Those 
were proposals, and the decisions were made in the inner circle,” he said.

According to the indictment against former Bosnian Serb Army chief 
Mladic, the persecution of non-Serbs in Sanski Most reached the scale of 
genocide.

The judge asked the witness if disagreement with the authorities was a 
democratic right.

Davidovic replied: “It was already state of war and democracy was not up 
for discussion.”

When asked if non-Serbs were expelled, Davidovic said that he “did not 
have such information”.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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10 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: Bosniaks 
Entered Detention Centres 

‘Voluntarily’
A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial in 

The Hague that Bosniaks in the Prijedor area in spring 1992 
were seeking protection from Serb paramilitaries.

JUSTICE REPORT

Witness Rade Javoric, the former commander of the territorial defence 
force in Prijedor, told the UN-backed court on Tuesday that he heard about 
abuses at the detention centres where Bosniaks were held, including kill-
ings and rapes, and that conditions inside them were inhumane, but in-
sisted they went there of their own free will.

When presiding judge Alphons Orie asked Javoric whether he thought that 
such abuses were crimes, he responded that they were contrary to all mil-
itary rules.

Orie then asked why Bosniaks “voluntarily” stayed in the Omarska, Ker-
aterm and Trnopolje detention camps in the Prijedor.

Javoric replied that “those who did not take up arms and did not partic-
ipate in the fighting” arrived there by themselves and were allowed to 
leave if they wanted, but those who were captured with arms or during 
fighting were not.

Javoric said that the Bosnian Serb Army was not responsible for the crimes 
committed inside the camps and was only guarding them from the outside 
to ensure the security of the Bosniaks and Croats who were there.

According to the indictment against former Bosnian Serb Army chief 
Mladic, persecution of Bosniaks and Croats reached the scale of genocide 
in the Prijedor municipality in 1992, and serious crimes were committed 
at the prison camps.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and several 
other municipalities in 1992, terrorising the population of Sarajevo, and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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Javoric blamed Bosniak paramilitaries who killed two soldiers in the vil-
lage Hambarine in May 1992 for the outbreak of the conflict in the Prijedor 
municipality.

But when the prosecutor asked him if Serb forces attacked the Prijedor set-
tlement of Kozarac and the village of Hambarine with artillery and “killed 
many Muslims”, the witness responded: “Unfortunately, that happened.”

The trial continues.
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06 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: Sanki Most 
Muslims Weren’t ‘Expelled’

Vinko Nikolic, defence witness for Ratko Mladic, blamed 
Bosnian Muslims for the breakout of war in Sanksi Most 

in 1992 and denied that Serbian forces expelled them from 
the area.

JUSTICE REPORT

Nikolic said that the Bosnian Muslims in Sanski Most had rejected a pro-
posal to ethnically divide the municipality and police and had forcibly oc-
cupied the municipal government and the police station.

The former member of the Crisis Committee and Serbian defence forces 
admitted that in May 1992 Bosnian Serb forces expelled Muslims from the 
area and disarmed Bosnian Muslim paramilitaries.

However, Nikolic blamed the “chaotic situation” and Serbian refugees 
from Croatia for burning and looting houses and for the killings that oc-
curred.

On the last day of May, Serbian forces had informed the non-Serbian pop-
ulation that they would “enable them to leave if they wanted to”, he said.

“Most of the Muslims had evacuated their families much earlier, probably 
acting on their party’s instructions,” he said, referring to the Party of 
Democratic Action, SDA.

“Neither the Crisis Committee nor the political leaders in Sanski Most 
wanted to prevent their decision. It was left up to each individual to de-
cide,” Nikolic said.

The indictment against Mladic, the former Commander of the Army of 
Republika Srpska, names Sanski Most as one of the locations where the 
persecution of Bosnian Muslims and Croats reached the scale of genocide.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in the eastern Bosnian town of Sre-
brenica, with terrorising the local population in Sarajevo, and with taking 
UNPROFOR soldiers hostage.

However, Nikolic said Serbian forces had protected law-abiding citizens 
and had sent the others to a detention camp at Manjaca.
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“Neither the authorities, the police, nor the army planned, abetted and 
ordered the permanent removal of the Muslims,” Nikolic said.

Nikolic said that he had heard later on about the crimes committed against 
non-Serbs in Sanski Most. He also heard that most of the perpetrators had 
been charged with crimes.

Nikolic’s asserted that 8,000 Muslims stayed in Sanski Most until the end 
of the war in 1995 - to which prosecutor Amir Zec said that the number 
was actually 950. “I meant both Muslims and Croats,” Nikolic responded.

When reminded by judges that he had only mentioned Muslims in his 
written statement, Nikolic said: “I still stand by that statement”.

Prosecutor Zec then read from a document issued by the leadership of the 
Serbian Democratic Party, SDS, which said that they “wanted Sanski Most 
to be a Serb town” and that this had been accomplished by the mass ex-
pulsion of non-Serbs from the area.

In response, Nikolic said that he “was not an SDS member.

“The Crisis Committee never discussed the mass expulsion of Muslims,” 
Nikolic repeated. “The aim was to preserve human lives even if it meant 
that people had to be moved away from Sanski Most,” he added.

Mladic’s attorneys will examine their next witness on Monday, February 
9.
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05 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Honoured Geneva 
Convention, Witness Says

Defence witness Vojin Ubiparip told the Ratko Mladic trial 
that Mladic always respected the Geneva Convention and 
Muslims leftSerb-held territory on the orders of the Party 

of Democratic Action, SDA, not because Serbian forces 
persecuted them into leaving.

JUSTICE REPORT

Ubiparip, former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army battalion at Mt 
Vlasic, told the court that Muslims often passed through on their way to 
Bosnian Army controlled territory and that “prominent people” among 
them told him that “they had received an order to move out...[from Bos-
nian Serb territory] or their beloved ones would be destroyed”.

He said they told him they received such order from “their headquarters.

“I do not know who gave the order, whether it was someone from the 
military or from a political party,” Ubiparip added.

Reminded that in his written statement, which accounted as evidence, he 
had said that the [Muslim] Party of Democratic Action, SDA, had ordered 
them to move, the witness replied that some leading Muslims had told 
him that the order came from “SDA headquarters in Sarajevo.

“They expressed regret that they had to leave. People, according to my 
knowledge, did not want to leave,” Ubiparip testified.

Speaking about several meetings with the defendant, Ubiparip said that 
Mladic always told the Bosnian Serb military to respect the laws and cus-
toms of war and international conventions.

According to the witness, in May 1993 Mladic ordered his soldiers to dis-
tribute “reminder on the Geneva convention” and after that no war crimes 
occurred in his unit.

The former Bosnian Serb military chief is accused of genocide in Srebreni-
ca, the persecution of Muslims and Croats across Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which reached genocidal proportions in seven municipalities, of terroris-
ing the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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Radomir Pasic, former head of Crisis Staff in Bosanski Novi municipality, 
also testified at this hearing. He, too, said that the Muslim population 
“voluntarily” left that municipality.

“We are constantly accused of having persecuted them, but those people 
themselves wanted to go,” Pasic said.

Mladic’s trial continues on Thursday.
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04 FEBRUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: Serb Army 
‘Helped Thousands of Croats’

A Defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial in the Hague 
that in 1993 the Bosnian Serb Army provided help for 

thousands of Croatian civilians and fighters.

JUSTICE REPORT

Davor Kolenda, former official of Croatian Defence Council from Travnik, 
testified that Bosnian Serb forces, under Mladic’s command, helped thou-
sands of Croatian fighters and civilians in the summer of 1993 by letting 
them to evacuate trough the territory under Serbian control, during the 
conflicts between Bosnian Muslims and Croats.

According to Kolenda, UNPROFOR previously rejected to enable that evac-
uation, but after the negotiations with Bosnian Serb Army, in which he 
participated himself, Croatian people and fighters were evacuated trough 
the mount Vlasic.

Kolenda said that 800 soldiers of the Croatian Defence Council were then 
located in the Bosnian Serb Army’s prison camp at Manjaca, out of “hu-
manitarian reasons”.

There were no crimes or mistreatment of Croats at Manjaca camp, Kolen-
da said.

During the cross examination, Kolenda confirmed that Serbs used the fact 
they helped Croats for propaganda.

“We needed help for the evacuation, and Serbs used it for propaganda 
purposes in order to explain the world that they respect international con-
vention,” Kolenda said adding that “treatment at Manjaca, compared to 
the conditions that prevailed in 1993, was correct”.

Kolenda confirmed that, on the other hand, he protested to the camp ad-
ministration, “because of one day of mistreatment”, which he considered 
was “against international conventions”.

He described that Croatian soldiers were taken out of hangars while it was 
extremely hot outside in order to “repeat one statement” in front of the 
cameras of Serbian television.
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“The statement that we are prisoners of Bosnian Serb Army and that Bos-
nia is Serbian like Moscow is Russian... It was humiliating, especially be-
cause we were not military prisoners, but we asked for help,” Kolenda 
recalled.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is accused of genocide in Sre-
brenica, the persecution of Muslims and Croats across Bosnia and Herze-
govina, which reached genocidal proportions in seven municipalities, ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

On Monday, witness Slobodan Zupljanin testified that the Bosnian Serb 
Army wasn’t able to prevent the killing of Bosnian Muslims in Kotor-
Varos in the autumn of 1992.

Kotor-Varos is one of the seven municipalities where the persecution of 
the non-Serb population reached the scale of genocide during the Bosnian 
War.

Zupljanin, a former Captain in the Army of Republika Srpska, confirmed 
that about 150 Bosnian Muslims, who had surrendered to Serb forces, were 
killed in the village of Grabovica on November 4, 1992. Zupljanin said he 
informed his supervisor about the killings in Grabovica.

“I do not know if I mentioned the number, but I know that I wrote down 
that some idiots committed a massacre...I called it a massacre,” he added.

Zupljanin said he convinced his supervisor that members of his brigade 
were not involved in the crime. When asked by prosecutor Camille Bibles 
whether the Grabovica incident was investigated at all, he said he did not 
know.

When asked who committed the Grabovica killings, Zupljanin said that 
officers who were present in the field, informed him that “the participants 
in the horrible incident were mostly civilians and that his security was not 
able to prevent them.”

Bibles then confronted him with a statement he had later given to a news-
paper that the victims of the Grabovica killings had received a “deserved 
punishment.” In response, Zupljanin said that he was referring “to ex-
tremists...who were a legitimate military target”, and not civilians.

Judge Bakone Moloto then asked him what a “deserved punishment” 
meant. “Both the liquidation and the capture,” Zupljanin responded.

Mladic’s trial continues on Wednesday.
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23 JANUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: Bosniaks 
Didn’t Flee Due to Persecution
A former Bosnian Serb Army officer from Kljuc told Ratko 

Mladic’s war crimes trial that more than half of the town’s 
Bosniaks fled in 1992, but Serb forces weren’t to blame.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Velimir Kevac told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on 
Friday that the Bosniaks did not leave Kljuc because of persecution by Serb 
forces, but “because they were afraid”.

“It was a war and everyone was afraid and wanted to take their families 
where they felt they would be safer,” former Bosnian Serb Army officer 
Kevac told the UN-backed court.

During cross-examination, Kevac admitted that Serb forces did commit 
crimes against Bosniaks, including mass killings and the burning of hous-
es.

But he denied that the aim of those actions was to remove the non-Serb 
population from Kljuc.

According to the prosecution, of the 17,000 Muslims who lived in Kljuc 
before the war, only 1,000 remained afterwards.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for genocide in sev-
eral municipalities in 1992, including Kljuc. He is also accused of genocide 
in Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the 
country, as well as terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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22 JANUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: ‘Muslims’ 
Caused Conflict in Kljuc

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer from Kljuc told Ratko 
Mladic’s war crimes trial in The Hague that “local Muslims” 

were guilty of starting the conflict in the area in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Former officer Velimir Kevac told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on 
Thursday that Bosniak units in Kljuc ambushed a Yugoslav Peoples Army’s 
convoy which was retreating from Croatia on May 27, 1992, sparking the 
conflict in the western Bosnian municipality.

Kevac said that “Muslims and Serbs started leaving Kljuc” after that, 
while the Yugoslav Peoples Army disarmed Bosniak villages.

He testified that Bosniak municipal official Omer Filipovic did not submit 
to the Yugoslav Peoples Army’s demand for disarmament, but changed his 
stance “after many warnings”.

According to the indictment and the testimonies of other witnesses, Fil-
ipovic was later killed in a prison camp run by Bosnian Serb forces in 
Manjaca.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for genocide in sev-
eral municipalities in 1992, including Kljuc. He is also accused of genocide 
in Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the 
country, as well as terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Asked by the prosecutor about civilian victims of the shelling of the Kljuc 
municipality village of Pudin Han by Bosnian Serb and Yugoslav People’s 
Army forces on May 28, 1992, the witness replied that he “did not hear” 
about it and that he was “not in the area” at the time.

Asked about an attack by Bosnian Serb forces on the village of Velagici on 
June 1, 1992, when according to the indictment, 77 men were killed at the 
local school, Kevac said that he heard that “military police conducted an 
investigation and that the perpetrators were arrested and transferred to 
the Banja Luka jail”.

The prosecutor said that there were mass arrests of non-Serbs during 
operations in the Kljuc area, but Kevac said that “it was not widespread 
practice” and that only armed men were detained.

The trial continues on Friday.
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19 JANUARY 2015

Mladic Witness: Extremists 
Guilty of Prijedor Conflict

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial, which has 
restarted after the Hague Tribunal’s holiday break, that 

“Muslim extremists” were guilty of starting the conflict in 
Prijedor in 1992.

Ratko Mladic in court in The Hague. Photo Beta. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Zdravka Karlica, the president of the Association of Victims’ Families, 
Missing Persons, Detained and Killed People from Prijedor, told the for-
mer Bosnian Serb military chief’s war crimes trial on Monday that her 
husband Zoran was killed by “Muslim extremists” in the summer of 1992.

Karlica said that her husband participated in negotiations on the disar-
mament of “paramilitary units” in mainly Bosniak village of Kozarac in 
May 1992.

“The moderate arm of the [Bosniak] Party of Democratic Action, SDA, 
agreed on disarmament, but the extreme part did not and the conflict 
erupted,” she said.

During cross-examination, Karlica confirmed that she knew about the 
“resettlement” of Bosniaks and Croats from Prijedor, but also said that “a 
large number of them left before the war”.
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Mladic is charged with genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats across the country, which allegedly reached genocidal propor-
tions in seven other municipalities, as well as terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

According to the indictment against Mladic, Bosnian Serb forces killed, 
unlawfully detained, tortured, abused and expelled thousands of Bosniak 
and Croat civilians in villages in the Prijedor municipality.

Karlica told the court that she learned from victims’ families six or seven 
years ago that “256 women and 10 girls were killed” in the area, which 
was “shocking news” for her.

Before her testimony, there was a brief status conference, during which 
presiding judge Alphons Orie said that Mladic’s defence will last the entire 
year and will also continue in 2016.

Orie said that Mladic’s defence had so far questioned a third of its 300 wit-
nesses and that it had spent “less than a third” of the time it was allloted.

Mladic’s wife Bosiljka will also testify, Orie said.

According to the defence lawyer Branko Lukic, Bosiljka Mladic will testify 
about his stay in Belgrade from July 14 until July 17, 1995, when forces 
under his command executed around 7,000 Bosniak prisoners from Sre-
brenica, according to the indictment.

Defence attorney Lukic said that defence will prove with the testimonies of 
Bosiljka Mladic and other witnesses that Mladic could not have command-
ed Bosnian Serb troops during the massacres while he was in Belgrade.

The trial continues on Tuesday.
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19 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic ‘Told Serb Troops to Act 
Like Knights’

A defence witness at the war crimes trial of Ratko Mladic 
said that the former Bosnian Serb military chief ordered his 

men not to harm Bosniak prisoners from Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Milovan Milutinovic, a former spokesman for the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
general staff, told the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that Mladic, “as an 
officer and a man, could never issue orders which were contrary to the 
Geneva Conventions”.

He testified that after the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995, Mladic said gave 
an order to his subordinate, the commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
Drina Corps, Radislav Krstic, that his troops should “behave like knights” 
and “that no one must be harmed”.

Mladic had a meeting with representatives of local Bosniaks in nearby 
Bratunac two days after the fall of Srebrenica and assured them they could 
decide whether they wanted to leave or stay, as long as they had not com-
mitted war crimes, the witness continued.

“General Mladic also said that all Muslim men who are suspected of com-
mitting war crimes will be held back,” Milutinovic said, claiming that the 
suspects were later handed over to the Red Cross.

Asked by the judge if he knew that the detained Bosniaks were execut-
ed soon afterwards, the witness replied: “I am hearing that for the first 
time.”

“Although I was head of the [general staff’s] information service, I didn’t 
know about the crimes that happened at Srebrenica until almost ten days 
afterwards,” he said.

Mladic is charged with genocide over the massacres of about 7,000 Muslim 
men and boys in the days after the Bosnian Serb Army seized the UN-pro-
tected enclave of Srebrenica on July 11, 1995.

The prosecutor quoted articles from the Western press about the massa-
cres that were published in mid-July 1995, suggesting that Milutinovic’s 
information service passed them on to their commander.
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“Certainly yes, I think that we said that to general Mladic, but we didn’t 
knew how high the level of these executions ñ or let’s say crimes ñ were in 
those areas,” Milutinovic said.

He also said that he “didn’t know” who was responsible for the killings.

Milutinovic further testified that Mladic’s forces were not responsible for 
a series of massacres in Sarajevo, which he said were committed by Bos-
nian forces to put the blame on the Serbs.

He said that Bosniak troops were responsible for a deadly attack on a bread 
queue in Vasa Miskin Street in May 1992 and the blasts at the Markale 
market in February 1994 and August 1995, which killed scores of civilians.

Milutinovic also claimed that after the second explosion at the Markale 
market on August 28, 1995, in which 43 people were killed, Russian inves-
tigators discovered that “some of the victims died earlier and their bodies 
were exchanged”, indicating that the scale of the carnage was faked by the 
Bosniak authorities.

The indictment charges Mladic with terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
with a long-term campaign of shelling and sniper attacks. He is also ac-
cused of the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats across the country, which 
allegedly reached genocidal proportions in seven municipalities, and of 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial will continue on January 19 after the Hague Tribunal’s seasonal 
break.
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18 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic Witness Recalls 
‘Genuine Hatred of Serbs’

A defence witness at Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial said 
Serb forces did not persecute Bosniaks and Croats in the 
Sanski Most area, but responded to a real armed threat.

JUSTICE REPORT

Boro Tadic, a former local official from the north-western Sanski Most 
municipality, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that 
the persecution of non-Serbs was not Bosnian Serb policy.

“The [governing] Serb Democratic Party and the Serb-led entity Republika 
Srpska didn’t have a policy of removing Muslims and Croats,” said Tadic 
in a written statement to the UN-backed court.

According to the indictment against former Bosnian Serb military chief 
Mladic, Sanski Most is one of seven municipalities in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina in which the persecution of the Bosniak and Croat population reached 
genocidal proportions in 1992.

Tadic argued that the armed conflict in Sanski Most was caused by Bos-
niaks refusing to disarm and attacking the Yugoslav People’s Army and 
the police. He said this was part of a plan by the West to dismantle Yugo-
slavia.

Although he denied that he was a member of the Serb Democratic Party, 
Tadic confirmed under cross-examination that he contributed to the par-
ty’s bulletin. The prosecutor then quoted a series of derogatory descrip-
tions of Muslims and Croats from the bulletin which said that they wanted 
to kill and rape Serbs and “take their eyes out”.

“When you tell the truth, that is not propaganda, that is so people become 
aware,” the witness responded.

Asked whether he thought that Muslims “are not people” and that Croats 
“have a gene to kill those better and stronger then themselves”, as the 
party bulletin said, Tadic responded that he did not agree and thought the 
words were “harsh”, although he insisted that the bulletin articulated a 
genuine danger.
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Tadic confirmed that in 1992 he told locals in Bosniak villages around 
Sanski Most that Bosniaks were “Islamised Serbs” who had “genuine ha-
tred” of other Serbs.

The witness accepted that 18 mosques were destroyed in Sanski Most and 
said that he saw the ruins, but denied knowing who was responsible. He 
added that “it is possible” that local authorities made a decision to relo-
cate the mosque cemeteries in February 1993.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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17 DECEMBER 2014

UN Troops ‘Detained to Stop 
NATO Attacks’

A Bosnian Serb journalist told Ratko Mladic’s trial that he 
filmed captive UN peacekeepers for a TV report in a bid to 
stop further NATO air strikes on the Bosnian Serb Army in 

1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Snjezan Lalovic, a television journalist from the Bosnian Serb wartime 
stronghold of Pale, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday 
that he filmed the UN troops who were being used as human shields in 
May 1995 after being given a tip-off by “unknown people in uniforms” 
that they were being held there.

The UN troops were tied up at a radar station at the foot of Mount Jahorina 
in an attempt to prevent NATO planes from bombing the facility, he said.

Lalovic testified that the uniformed people who sent him to the Jahorina 
radar station didn’t mention Mladic but said that he should film the UN 
troops for a TV report “because there is a threat that the facility could be 
targeted”.

He also said that the prisoners were not mistreated, and denied that he 
was working under the orders of the police and Bosnian Serb Army.

During cross-examination, the prosecutor presented the witness with a 
statement by Mladic threatening UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) com-
mander Rupert Smith that he would “watch the killings of UNPROFOR 
members on television if he continues bombing”.

Responding to the prosecutor’s suggestion that Mladic was threatening 
to kill the UN personnel, Lalovic responded: “I was with them and I could 
also have got killed.”

He described the filming of the captives as a “trick to show that they are 
up there”, not a genuine death threat.

“We were exposed to bombing from the largest military alliance and these 
TV reports were supposed to stop NATO from bombing Republika Srpska,” 
he said.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Mus-
lims and Croats across Bosnia and Herzegovina, which allegedly reached 
genocidal proportions in seven other municipalities, and terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo.

The trial continues.
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16 DECEMBER 2014

Applauding Mladic Ejected 
from Courtroom

Ratko Mladic was temporarily ejected from his war crimes 
trial at the Hague Tribunal for clapping his hands when 

a witness said he would go down in history as a positive 
person.

JUSTICE REPORT

The chief judge ordered Mladic’s removal from the courtroom on Monday 
after he applauded the testimony of defence witness Vojo Kupresanin, a 
former official from the Serb Democratic Party in Bosnia, who praised his 
courage and leadership during the 1992-95 war.

“It is the truth that this general sitting here [Mladic] stood up to defend 
the Serb people at the exact moment when all other Yugoslav army gener-
als ran away,” Kupresanin testified.

“If it wasn’t for this general here, there wouldn’t be any trace of the Serb 
people in Bosnia and Herzegovina. That is why the Serb people are grateful 
to general Mladic and they will talk about him forever and he will enter 
Serbian history as a positive person,” he said, after which Mladic started 
clapping.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is accused of genocide in Sre-
brenica, the persecution of Muslims and Croats across Bosnia and Herze-
govina, which reached genocidal proportions in seven municipalities, ter-
rorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Kupresanin, who was a senior Serb Democratic Party official in Bosanska 
Krajina, confirmed that Serb forces killed 68 non-Serbs in the village of 
Brisevo near Prijedor in July 1992.

“The truth is that they were not punished for it,” the witness said, but in-
sisted that the crime, which is listed in Mladic’s indictment, didn’t happen 
during a Bosnian Serb military operation.

Kupresanin said that Bosnia’s declaration of independence from Yugosla-
via was the cause of the war.

He said that the October 1991 declaration, which was adopted amid a boy-
cott of the Sarajevo parliament by Serb MPs who opposed independence, 
was “unconstitutional” and “humiliated the Serb people”.

The trial continues.
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12 DECEMBER 2014

Serbs ‘Wanted to Stop Bosnian 
Islamic State’

The Bosnian Serbs’ wartime goal was not to destroy the 
country, but to stop Bosniaks establishing an Islamic state, 

a former Serb official told Ratko Mladic’s trial.

JUSTICE REPORT

Vojo Kupresanin, a former official of the Serb Democratic Party, told 
Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that the Bosnian Serbs 
wanted to prevent Bosniak leader Alija Izetbegovic from setting up a Mus-
lim republic.

Kupresanin, one of the Serb leaders in the Bosanska Krajina region, ini-
tially told the UN-backed court that he did not tell the Republika Srpska 
Parliament that “our clear objective is to destroy Alija’s state”.

The prosecutor then showed him a transcript of the parliament session, 
suggesting that he meant that he wanted to destroy “independent and 
unitary Bosnia and Herzegovina”.

But the witness responded: “When I speak about ‘Alija’s state’, I’m talk-
ing about an Islamic state, based on Izetbegovic’s Islamic declarationÖ 
I’m not talking about unitary Bosnia and Herzegovina Ö We wanted to 
destroy the concept of an Islamic state.”

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged 
with, among other things, the persecution of Muslims and Croats across 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The goal of that persecution, according to the 
indictment, was the creation of a Serb state in the country.

But Kupresanin said that the goal of the Serbs, on the eve of the war, was 
for Bosnia and Herzegovina to stay within Yugoslavia. He recalled that the 
vast majority of Bosnian Serbs voted in a plebiscite in late 1991 to remain 
part of Yugoslavia.

“I don’t think that was a step towards the break-up of Bosnia and Her-
zegovinaÖ but the democratic will of the peopleÖ We wanted to stay in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina if Bosnia and Herzegovina remained within Yu-
goslavia. The constitution guaranteed us that,” Kupresanin said.
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Asked by the chairman of the panel of judges, Alphons Orie, whether he 
advocated “the creation of an independent Serb state”, Kupresanin re-
sponded: “At that time, no.”

The prosecutor quoted from the record of paarliamentary session in Feb-
ruary 1992, during which Kupresanin called Muslims and Croats “our nat-
ural enemies” and said that Serbs shouldn’t have anything with them.

“I don’t remember thatÖ These are harsh words,” the witness responded.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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11 DECEMBER 2014

Hague Defendants’ Health 
Problems Threaten Trials

The Hague Tribunal’s president warned that long-awaited 
verdicts in the war crimes trials of Ratko Mladic, Goran 
Hadzic and Vojislav Seselj are being delayed because of 

their poor health.

MILKA DOMANOVIC

Theodor Meron, the president of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), told the UN Security Council in his latest 
biannual report on Wednesday that the court was facing major challenges 
because of high-profile defendants’ health problems.

Meron said that the judgement in the case of Bosnian Serb military chief 
Ratko Mladic, which was previously expected to be delivered in July 2016, 
can now be expected “in March 2017 or later”.

The trial of Croatian Serb wartime leader Goran Hadzic is currently ad-
journed because of his health condition, while Serbian Radical Party lead-
er Vojislav Seselj has been given temporary release for cancer treatment, 
Meron added.

“Health-related issues are an unavoidable concern and raise humanitar-
ian questions. Although the Tribunal makes every effort to ensure appro-
priate medical care, developments related to the health of detainees can 
sometimes fall outside our control and, as I am sure the [Security] Council 
understands, can cause delays to the Tribunal’s work,” he explained.

Meanwhile the ICTY’s chief prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, told the UN Se-
curity Council that Seselj has mocked the Hague Tribunal and insulted 
victims after his release on health grounds last month and should be re-
turned to custody.

Seselj: I’m Saying Nothing New

Serbian war crimes defendant Vojislav Seselj dismissed the call made by 
Hague Tribunal chief prosecutor Serge Brammertz to return him to custo-
dy because of the inflammatory nationalist statements he has made after 
he was freed, arguing that he was saying exactly the same thing in court.
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“Brammertz should know that I did not say anything new on the Serbian 
political scene compared to what I was constantly repeating in the court-
room of the Hague Tribunal,” Seselj told a press conference in Belgrade 
on Thursday.

He said that the UN-backed court did not impose any conditions on him 
about what he should say in public when he was released for cancer treat-
ment last month.

“I did not receive any conditions, I was thrown out of custody in Schev-
eningen [the Tribunal’s detention centre], thrown out brutally; I had no 
right to appeal against that decision,” he said.

Seselj vowed once again that he would refuse to go back to the court to 
complete his trial, challenging his former Serbian Radical Party allies who 
are now in government, President Tomislav Nikolic and Prime Minister 
Aleksandar Vucic to arrest him.

“I will not go voluntarily,” he insisted.

Brammertz said he understood war victims’ anger that after 11 years of 
Seselj’s trial in The Hague, there has been no verdict yet in the case.

“The office of the prosecutor understands and shares the frustration of 
many that the trial judgment has not yet been issued when the last wit-
ness testified in July 2010 and the trial closed in March 2012,” Brammertz 
said.

He told the Security Council that the prosecution asked for the Serbian 
nationalist leader to be returned to custody after Seselj said that he would 
refuse to go back to the court to complete his trial.

The controversy caused by Seselj’s hardline rhetoric after he returned to 
Belgrade “should encourage us to redouble our efforts to ensure accounta-
bility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and to firm-
ly stand against all forms of revisionism”, Brammertz added.

The verdict in Seselj’s case was scheduled for last year, but was postponed 
after one of the judges in the trial was removed for alleged bias. The new 
judge is expected to take until at least the end of June 2015 to familiarise 
himself with details of the case, and no date has yet been set for a verdict 
in the marathon trial.

Speaking about war crimes prosecutions in local courts in former Yugoslav 
countries, Brammertz said that “further improvements are needed”.
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But he also said that the recent arrest of 15 people suspected of seizing 20 
passengers from a train in the Bosnian town of Strpci in 1993 and killing 
them - a joint operation by the Serbian and Bosnian authorities - set a 
good example.

“This is a very positive development that demonstrates how much more 
can be achieved through effective cooperation,” he said.
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11 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Serb Forces 
‘Helped Loyal Bosniaks’

A former Bosnian Serb officer told Ratko Mladic’s trial that 
Bosniaks loyal to the Serb authorities in the Rogatica area 
were ‘relocated’ in 1992 because of threats from their own 

side.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Milovan Lelek, a wartime assistant chief of staff of the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s Rogatica Brigade, told Mladic’s war crimes trial on 
Wednesday that Bosniaks were not expelled from the Rogatica area in 
1992.

“All of them from the villages volunteered to leave their residences, no 
one forced them into it,” testified Lelek.

He said that Bosniaks from villages “loyal” to the Serb authorities asked 
to be relocated because of threats they received from the Bosniak side be-
cause “they were living near Serbs”.

Bosniaks from “loyal villages” were taken to temporary accommodation 
in local nursery and schools from where they were transferred “according 
to their wishes” to Sarajevo or other territories under the control of the 
Bosnian Army, he said.

Mladic is charged with having participated in the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats from 15 municipalities under the control of Serb forces, includ-
ing Rogatica.

The prosecutor suggested that the Serb authorities “abused the exchange 
of prisoners” to ethnically cleanse Rogatica by removing Bosniak civilians 
at the same time.

“That is also not true,” Lelek responded.

He also said that he did not know about the abuse of the prisoners in the 
nursery.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other munici-
palities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeep-
ers hostage.

The trial continues.
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10 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic Witness: No Abuse at 
Manjaca Camp

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told the war crimes 
trial of Ratko Mladic that Bosniaks were not starved and 

beaten at the Manjaca military prison camp in 1992.

ICTY Building. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Bosko Amidzic, who was the wartime commander of the supply service 
of the Bosnian Serb Army’s First Krajina Corps, told Mladic’s trial at the 
Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that the Manjaca detention camp had fewer 
supplies then necessary, but claimed “it was like that everywhere” and 
that the prisoners ate the same food as their guards.

He said that aid was brought to the camp by charities like Muslim foun-
dation Merhamet and Catholic organisation Caritas. But he denied reports 
by representatives of those charities who visited the camp with him that 
prisoners at Manjaca were tortured.

“These reports didn’t reflect the actual state... We saw the same but spoke 
differently... They emphasised the inhumane treatment, harassment and 
torture,” Amidzic said.

He also denied a claim by a previous prosecution witness that represent-
atives of Merhamet took about 40 bodies of dead Bosniaks from the Man-
jaca camp so that they could bury them.
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Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
genocide in Srebrenica and several other municipalities, the persecution of 
Muslims and Croats, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

During cross-examination, the Hague prosecution cited a report by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross that said prisoners at Manjaca 
had “visible traces of recent beating”.

The witness first said that he “can’t say that he didn’t seen traces” but 
insisted that they weren’t recent. Then he changed his statement and 
claimed that he “didn’t see that”.

The prosecutor then said that representatives of Merhamet notified the 
commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s First Krajina Corp, Momir Talic, 
that there were “peaceful citizens who were starved and beaten” in the 
camp and that a third of them were injured.

“That is not true,” responded Amidzic, saying that complaint referred to 
“other camps run by civilian police”.

Amidiz also said that he “didn’t know” about the killings of Bosniaks at 
the camp.

“I was not aware of any murders of prisoners in Manjaca,” he said.

Amidzic described Mladic as “real soldier” who “seeks order, work and 
discipline and all of that on the principle of personal example”, as well as 
being “very determined and principled.”

“He never, really never, disappointed me,” he said.

The trial continues.
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09 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic Witness: No Plan to 
Take Sarajevo

A former Bosnian Serb serviceman told Ratko Mladic’s 
war crimes trial that the military chief had no intention of 

seizing the capital during the 1992-95 siege.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected defence witness codenamed GRM-010, a former member of 
Bosnian Serb forces, said on Monday that he was present when Mladic said 
in 1993 said that the idea of conquering Sarajevo was unacceptable because 
it would cause heavy casualties on both sides.

Instead, the witness said, Mladic wanted “the warring sides to agree to a 
fair and just peace”.

Mladic is charged with terrorising the population of Sarajevo with per-
sistent mortar and sniper attacks, as well as genocide in Srebrenica, the 
persecution of Muslims and Croats across the country, and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

GRM-10 explained Mladic’s command to Bosnian Serb artillery to open 
fire on the Sarajevo neighborhood of Pofalici in May 1992 as an operation 
against Bosniak “military and paramilitary formations” and “gangs” who 
had expelled Serbs from Pofalici by “attacking, burning and looting their 
houses”.

On an audio recording that was played in the courtroom, Mladic could 
be heard ordering a subordinate officer to attack the Velusici and Pofalici 
neighbourhoods with artillery because “there is not a large Serbian pop-
ulation there”.

Mladic said in the recording, which was made during the night between 
May 28 and May 29, 1992, the aim of the attacks was to not allow people 
of Sarajevo to sleep and to “blow their minds”.

Mladic’s defence has disputed the authenticity of the recording, claiming 
that it is a montage made by the Bosniak side.

The trial continues.
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05 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Serb Troops 
Innocent of Massacre

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told the trial of Ratko 
Mladic that local Serbs, not soldiers, massacred Bosniaks 

and Croats in the village of Grabovica in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Vojislav Krsic, a former officer in the Kotor-Varos Light 
Infantry Brigade of the Bosnian Serb Army, testified at the Hague Tribu-
nal on Thursday that local Serbs were responsible for the mass killings in 
Grabovica.

Around 150 men who were being held captive in a school in the village 
are said to have been murdered in November 1992 ñ a crime listed in the 
indictment against Mladic.

Krsic said that a security officer notified him about the crime, saying: 
“There is a problem. The population in Grabovica has screwed things up.”

The witness said that he wasn’t in the village at the time of the killings, 
but when he was there, the detainees were not tied up and that “there 
were no actions against their dignity”.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Camille Bibles quoted an order from 
the Bosnian Serb Army to “cleanse” the territory around Kotor-Varos. The 
witness responded that order did not apply to the civilian population.

Krsic gave a similar response when the prosecutor asked about an order 
to Serb forces to shell the Stari Grad district in Kotor-Varos. He said that 
the order meant that enemy forces, not civilian homes, should be shelled.

The prosecutor argued that men captured and killed in the village of 
Grabovica were the responsibility of the Kotor-Varos Brigade of the Bos-
nian Serb Army.

“Well, in a certain way, yes,” Krsic replied.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under Serbian control, one of 
which was Kotor-Varos. He is also accused of genocide in Srebrenica and 
several other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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04 DECEMBER 2014

Mladic Witness: No Ethnic 
Cleansing in Kotor-Varos

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told the trial of Ratko 
Mladic that he never received an order to carry out the 
ethnic cleansing of non-Serbs in the Kotor-Varos area.

JUSTICE REPORT

Vojislav Krsic, a former officer in the Kotor-Varos Light Infantry Brigade 
of the Bosnian Serb Army, testified in Mladic’s defence on Wednesday that 
no ethnic cleansing was attempted in the north-west Bosnian area and 
that his brigade never fired a single shell on civilian targets during war-
time.

In Krsic’s written statement, which Mladic’s defence attorney Branko Lu-
kic read in the courtroom, he also claimed that “army personnel were not 
involved” in the killing of a number of Bosniaks in the village of Grabovica 
in November 1992, a crime listed in the indictment against Mladic.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under Serbian control, one of 
which was Kotor-Varos. He is also accused of genocide in Srebrenica and 
several other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Milorad Sajic, wartime commander of the Serb-led Territorial Defence 
force in Banja Luka, also told Wednesday’s hearing that ethnic cleansing 
wasn’t a strategic objective of the Bosnian Serbs.

Sajic told the court that he “didn’t know there were forced eviction” of 
Bosniaks and Croats while he was in Banja Luka.

The trial continues.
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02 DECEMBER 2014

Ratko Mladic Ejected from 
Courtroom

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic was 
removed from the Hague Tribunal courtroom for talking too 
loudly after arguing with the chief judge in his war crimes 

trial.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic was told to leave the courtroom on Monday after getting into an 
altercation with judge Alphons Orie over whether he shouted the name of 
prosecutor Amira Zec after being previously forbidden to talk too loudly 
in the courtroom.

The former Bosnian Serb military chief then accused Orie of not letting 
him speak and of “playing the prosecutor and the judge”, and was ordered 
to leave the courtroom.

“I have the rightÖ Orie, you just pretend to be the judge,” Mladic retorted, 
suggesting that the judge was biased in favour of the prosecution.

Mladic was ejected during testimony from defence witness Simo Bilbija, 
former chief doctor at the Bosnian Serb Army General Staff hospital.

Bilbija, who participated under Mladic’s orders in the evacuation of the 
wounded after fighting in Srebrenica in April 1993, described the former 
Bosnian Serb general as a “courageous and honourable officer”.

During cross-examination, prosecutor Zec suggested to Bilbija that Bos-
nian Serb forces’ offensive in 1993 shepherded thousands of Bosniaks into 
the Srebrenica enclave, where many people had to live on the streets under 
the shelling with a shortage of basic necessities.

Bilbija confirmed that he knew about “combat operations” around Sre-
brenica and that he heard about a large number of refugees. A local doctor 
told him that there was “occasionally” a lack of water and medical sup-
plies, but Bilbija said that the health centre in Srebrenica, which he visited, 
“looked like any other on the Serb side”.

Prosecutor Zec showed him a journalist’s film about the shelling of Sre-
brenica during the evacuation of the wounded, when two Canadian sol-
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diers were wounded and one small boy died. Bilbija responded that the 
footage didn’t show the day when he was in Srebrenica.

The witness confirmed that he sent a letter of support to Mladic in Sep-
tember 1996, for the “troubles” that he was going through, but he denied 
that he was referring to the indictment for war crimes.

Asked by the prosecutor whether he still has “the same feeling of love and 
support to general Mladic”, Bilbija replied: “I sit here because of that.”

Mladic’s former bodyguard Zarko Cvijic also testified on Monday, calling 
his former boss “an honest man and officer, who didn’t get any benefits 
from the war”.

The trial continues.
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28 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic ‘a Connoisseur of 
Military Rules’, Witness Says
A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told Ratko Mladic’s 

trial at the Hague Tribunal that the wartime general was a 
disciplinarian who insisted on order among his troops.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected defence witness codenamed GRM-130 told the UN-backed 
court in The Hague on Thursday that Mladic was a tough commander but 
a “genuine officer”.

Character witness GRM-130 described meetings with Mladic as “unpleas-
ant and educational” because the general was “a great connoisseur of mil-
itary regulations” and “he insisted that we commanders and leaders must 
know them well”.

Mladic “couldn’t stand unshaven soldiers” and insisted that they had 
their weapons and equipment correctly prepared, the witness testified.

“He insisted on order and work,” GRM-130 said.

The witness arrived in Bosnia as a Yugoslav People’s Army officer in late 
1991 with his unit and later joined the Bosnian Serb Army’s General Staff 
in Crna Rijeka near Han Pijesak, where Mladic was in charge

He met Mladic in 1993 and said that he had a powerful impact on his 
troops’ morale.

“His appearance and talk with the soldiers was like a transfusion for a sick 
man,” he testified.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Muslims and Croats through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in sev-
en municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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27 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness: Muslim 
Extremists Caused Prijedor 

Conflict
A defence witness at the war crimes trial of former Bosnian 

Serb military commander Ratko Mladic said Muslim 
militants started the fighting in Prijedor in spring 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Bosko Mandic, a former member of the Serb Crisis Staff in Prijedor, testi-
fied at Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that the conflict 
in Prijedor was started by a Muslim armed assault on a police checkpoint 
and Yugoslav People’s Army recruits near the village of Hembarine on May 
22, 1992, after which Serb forces attacked the village.

The witness also said that Muslim paramilitary forces attacked Prijedor 
itself eight days later.

According to the witness, the Serb authorities, with the assistance of in-
ternational organisations, helped non-Serb civilians leave if they “hadn’t 
broken the law and taken up weapons”.

Mladic is trial for genocide in Srebrenica and several other municipali-
ties, one of which is Prijedor. He is also charged with the persecution of 
Muslims and Croats, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Witness Mandic confirmed that non-Serb villages were shelled and that 
many locals ended up in nearby detention centres in Trnopolje, Omarska 
and Keraterm.

The prosecutor said that about 7,000 Muslims and Croats were detained in 
camps near Prijedor.

“I don’t know the number, maybe there wereÖ. several thousand,” the 
witness replied.

Mandic claimed that in Trnopolje, non-Serbs had “freedom of move-
ment”, while in Omarska and Karaterm, people who had taken part in 
fighting were detained and questioned.
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But when the prosecutor suggested that all of the detainees were civilians 
who had nothing to do with the fighting, the witness responded that it was 
“possible” and that he didn’t really know who was detained.

Asked whether he knew about crimes committed against prisoners in the 
camps near Prijedor, Mandic answered: “I heard that non-Serbs in Omar-
ska and Karaterm were tortured, that there were murders also, but I didn’t 
see anything.”

He added that he had heard about the murder of 150 Muslim prisoners in 
Karaterm on July 25, 1992.

“I agree that it was a massacre,” the witness said.

The trial continues.
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25 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness: No Crimes in 
Susica Jail Camp

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that 
he didn’t see Serb fighters abusing Bosniak prisoners at the 

Susica detention camp in the Vlasenica area in 1992.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Momir Deuric, who worked as a warehouseman at the 
Susica camp, told the former Bosnian Serb military chief’s trial at the 
Hague Tribunal on Monday that he had no knowledge of the crimes which 
are listed in the indictment.

When the prosecutor presented him with evidence about atrocities includ-
ing beatings to death, the disappearance of captivities and sexual violence, 
Deuric responded: “I didn’t see or hear about that.”

According to the witness, Susica was a reception centre where local Mus-
lims ñprisoners of war, but also civilians ñ were held before they were 
freed in prisoner exchanges.

“Some of them came voluntarilyÖ They were safer there than in their 
houses, they said,” Deuric testified, confirming that there were women, 
children and old people among the prisoners.
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The witness stated that the prisoners were fed regularly, the same food as 
Serb guards and workers, and denied that they were “exhausted and skin-
ny”, as international observers who visited the camp reported.

“There were, I don’t know, some of them who are naturally skinny, who 
were also skinny when they came,” the witness said.

He insisted that prisoners worked voluntarily and not under duress.

When the prosecutor suggested that the prisoners were mostly innocent 
civilians, Deuric responded: “I couldn’t know thatÖ There were members 
of the army in civilian clothes ñ whether someone was a solder or civilian, 
I couldn’t know that.”

The head of security at Susica, Dragan Nikolic, was jailed for 20 years by 
the Hague Tribunal after he admitted that he was guilty of persecution, 
murders, torture and sexual abuse at the camp.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
the persecution of Muslims and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, which allegedly reached the scale of genocide in Vlasenica and six 
other municipalities in 1992.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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21 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness Says Muslims 
Left Kljuc ‘Voluntarily’

A defence witness for former Bosnian Serb military 
commander Ratko Mladic claimed that the Serbian civilian 
and military authorities never intended to expel Muslims 

and Croats from Kljuc in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Fromer reserve policeman Nikola Vracar told the Hague tribunal on Thurs-
day that the “departure of the population ñ Muslim and Serb alike ñ was 
caused by fear and [was] voluntary.

“It was not the policy of the municipality or the [Serbian] central gov-
ernment to move people by force, it was voluntaryÖ People just moved. 
People followed the armies, Muslims followed their own, Serbs their own 
and Croats their own forces,” Vracar said.

He blamed the start of the conflict in Kljuc on the Muslims, because, as he 
testified, they attacked the local police force and Yugoslav People’s Army, 
JNA.

Although confirming he had heard about mass murders of Muslims in the 
villages of Velagici and Biljani, the witness said he had heard the perpe-
trators were “members of paramilitary forces”.

Mladic, former Commander of the Bosnian Serb Army Headquarters, is 
charged with genocide in Srebrenica and several other municipalities ñ 
one of which is Kljuc ñ the expulsion of Muslims and Croats, terrorizing 
Sarajevo citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During cross examination, prosecutor Caroline Edgerton told the witness 
that the perpetrators of “at least 77 murders in the school in Velagici” 
were Bosnian Serb serviceman and that this had been confirmed in a re-
port sent to the First Krajina Corps Commander a few days later.

“I didn’t know. I was on sick leave. I don’t know how many peopleÖ The 
guilty ones should be prosecuted. It happened, and everyone knows,” Vra-
car answered.

The witness also confirmed that 144 Muslims were killed in the village of 
Biljani in May 1992. He said that while on guard at the police station in 
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Biljani a few days earlier, he had “heard some men scream” while they 
were beaten during interrogations.

Prosecutor Edgerton said that the expulsion of non-Serbs was the offi-
cial policy of the military and civilian authorities of Republika Srpska, and 
presented a document of seven Krajina municipalities which reads: “All 
municipalities agree the Muslims and Croats should leave”.

“I didn’t see those decisions. I saw others in which it is said that people 
shouldn’t be expelled,” the witness maintained.

Vracar did confirm that after May 27, 1992, Serbian Territorial Defence 
Forces attacked Muslim and Croat settlements, shelling them and arrest-
ing citizens.

Asked if some were murdered, the witness said: “Some incidents hap-
pened. There were rogue gangs that burned and robbed and killed. It was 
difficult keeping order.”

The trial continues on Monday.
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20 NOVEMBER  2014

Witness Denies Mladic Wanted 
Genocide

Testifying in defence of the former commander of Bosnian 
Serb Army, Ratko Mladic, Rajko Sarenac said what he knew 
of the personality of the accused stood ‘in stark contrast to 

the crimes of genocide that he is accused of’.

JUSTICE REPORT

Summing up the witness’s written statement in court, Mladic’s defence 
lawyer, Miodrag Stojanovic, said Sarenac “had multiple personal contacts 
and meetings with General Mladic on which basis he is assured that his 
family and military upbringing, principles and persistence are in stark 
contrast with the crimes of genocide that he is accused of”.

Sarenac, former deputy commander of the Guards Brigade at the Main 
Staff of the Bosnian Serb forces, said Mladic had allowed thousands of 
Croatian civilians from the town of Vares to withdraw through territory 
held by Bosnian Serb forces in 1993.

He also described how Mladic guaranteed the safety of the local Muslim 
chief of police at Trnovo that same summer.

Mladic, former Commander of the Bosnian Serb army Main Headquarters, 
is charged with genocide in Srebrenica and several other municipalities, 
persecution of Muslims and Croats, terrorising the population in Sarajevo 
and taking UNPROFOR members hostage.

During cross-examination, the Prosecution faced Sarenac with the claim 
that, during the battles in eastern Bosnia in 1993, Serbian forces, his bri-
gade included, forced the Muslim population to move.

“We were not at war with civilians but with fightersÖ if someone got in 
the way that was his problem,” Sarenac replied, adding that he “doesn’t 
remember such situations happening”.

The Prosecutor then quoted Mladic’s order to “cleanse Podrinje”, “smash 
Muslim units” and “allow Muslim population to relocate.” Sarenac ac-
cepted “that was an order”.

At the Prosecutor’s suggestion that a strategic goal of the Bosnian Serbs 
was to ensure that the river Drina was “not the border with Serbia”, 
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Sarenac countered that he was engaged with completing combat missions 
and “didn’t know what strategic objective was”.

Asked whether he spread anti-Muslim propaganda during the Serbian of-
fensive in eastern Bosnia, the witness said that even had he wanted to do 
so, he lacked the technical means.

Questioned whether Mladic had ordered the arrest of the members of UN-
PROFOR if NATO airplanes attacked Serb positions, Sarenac said that “sit-
uations happened”, but that he “doesn’t remember” such a specific order 
from April 1994, which the prosecutor quoted to him.

Mladic’s trial continues on Thursday, November 20.
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19 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness Blames Arkan 
For Sanski Most Killings

Testifying at Ratko Mladic’s trial, defence witness Dusko 
Corokalo blamed Serbian soldiers who ‘lost control’ and 
Zeljko Raznatovic ‘Arkan’’s men for the crimes against 

Muslims and Croats in Sanski Most.

JUSTICE REPORT

Corokalo, a former security officer with a local brigade of the Republika 
Srpska Army, VRS, said that local Muslims caused conflicts in Sanski Most 
in May 1992, by refusing to hand over their weapons to the Serbs.

He also blamed an event in Hrustovo village in which a number of non-
Serbs was killed, though he did not know how many, on “a number of 
people who got out of control”.

The witness said that paramilitary forces led by Zeljko Raznatovic “Ar-
kan” were responsible for “all the evil” that befell about 1,000 Muslims 
and Croats from the village of Aganovici in the autumn of 1995, admitting 
that these people had “caused no troubles” to the Serbian authorities dur-
ing the war.

Corokalo said Arkan’s men abused Serbs as well, and shaved their heads if 
they left the battlefield running away from Muslim-Croat offensives. They 
also shaved the head of the director of the hotel in Sanski Most in which 
they stayed, because their “pie was cold”, the witness said.

Mladic, former Commander of the VRS Main Headquarters, is charged with 
the persecution of Muslims and Croats throughout BiH, which reached the 
scale of genocide in six municipalities, including Sanski Most.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, with terrorising the 
local population in Sarajevo and taking UNPROFOR members hostage.

During the cross-examination the prosecutors said that no significant 
quantity of weapons was found in Muslim and Croat homes in Sanski 
Most, quoting a document issued by Serbian police. Corokalo disagreed, 
asking “what a rather significant quantity means”.

Asked if he knew that, on May 31, 1992 Serbian forces killed 22 unarmed 
civilians in a garage in Hrustovo, the witness said he did not have that 



- 256 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

information, although he had examined arrested local residents in the vil-
lage.

The Prosecutor then asked him if he had been informed that, on that same 
day, several Muslims and Croats were killed on a bridge in neighbouring 
Vrhpolje. Corokalo said that he heard about the killings “in the town in 
those days”.

Responding to a prosecutor’s suggestion that VRS members were the per-
petrators, he said: “I do not know which units did that. I did not indulge 
in that.”

The witness confirmed that non-Serbs were detained at several locations 
in Sanski Most and that some were transferred later to a detention camp 
in Manjaca.

According to the charges, crimes against detainees were committed in a 
local sports hall, “Krinks” factory and “Betonjerka”.

Corokalo said that “there was no reasons” for the crimes committed 
against Muslim and Croat residents of Sanski Most by Raznatovic’s para-
military forces.

However, he said that most non-Serb had left the town even before the 
arrival of Arkan’s men in 1995.

The trial is due to continue on November 19.
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18 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic’s Witness Denies 
Muslims, Croats, Fled Srbac
Defence witness Milos Milincic told the trial of Ratko 

Mladic in the Hague that he thought most Muslims and 
Croats stayed in the municipality of Srbac for the duration 

of the war.

Ratko Mladic in court. Photo: ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

The former president of the municipality of Srbac, Milos Milincic, on 
Monday said that only “around 60 non-Serbs” out of the 897 who lived 
there before the war left the municipality - and left “because of the eco-
nomic reasons”.

However, he changed his statement during the cross-examination, after 
the Hague prosecution presented him with the data from the Republika 
Srpska’s state security service in Banjaluka, which showed that more than 
two-thirds of Muslims and Croats left the municipality during the 1992-5 
war.

According to those data, out of 940 Muslims in 1991, only 300 of them re-
mained in Srbac four years later. There were 145 Croats before the conflict, 
and only 50 afterwards.

Milincic admitted that the data were accurate, but pointed out that he 
“had no knowledge” about such matters in the war.
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“I thought the majority of people did not leave Srbac. I knew people were 
leaving, but I was not obliged to know those data, and I did not know 
them,” Milincic said.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is charged with the persecu-
tion of Bosniaks and Croats in areas under Bosnian Serb control, genocide 
in Srebrenica and several other municipalities, as well as terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Milincic explained that “around 60 people” had addressed him about 
leaving, and he had intervened to allow them to go to Croatia. He later said 
that it might be more precise to talk about “60 families, not individuals”.

Milincic also said that more than 40 Muslims from Srbac fought for the 
Bosnian Serb Army, of whom 22 were wounded.

The witness said Mladic had supported his stance that the Srbac brigade 
of the Bosnian Serb Army should not get into fights with the neighboring 
municipality of Davor in Croatia in 1992, even though Srbac was shelled 
from the Croatian municipality.

“Mladic laughed, he was in a good mood, and he said: You are right, leave 
those fools, do not get into a direct fight with Croats,” Milincic recalled 
him as saying.

Mladic’s trial continues on November 18.



- 259 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

12 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness: Bosnian Serb 
Army Was Multi-Ethnic

A witness at Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial said that some 
Bosniaks and Croats voluntarily joined the Bosnian Serb 

military chief’s armed forces in the town of Prijedor in 1992.

DENIS DZIDIC

Defence witness Cedo Sipovac, a former official with the Bosnian National 
Defence Secretariat in Prijedor, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal 
on Tuesday said that “all Serbs, Bosniaks and Croats” received mobilisa-
tion invitations at the beginning of the conflict in Prijedor in 1992 and that 
people from all ethnic groups responded.

“It is known to me that the Ljubija Battalion [of the Bosnian Serb Army] 
was mobilised from a multi-ethnic area. As far as I know, neither Croats, 
Bosniaks nor Serbs had any objections in terms of being given different 
tasks. It was a homogenous group,” Sipovac said.

However, he said that there were problems with the mobilisation in some 
Bosniak and Croat villages in the Prijedor area before the conflict broke 
out.

“People who hand-delivered the invitation in the field faced problems, 
because political leaders of the Muslim and Croat peoples gave instruc-
tions to people not to respond. Such calls were reflected in the field, so 
couriers faced problems. For instance, a Bosniak courier was killed in San-
ski Most. Interceptions and threats happened in Prijedor,” Sipovac said.

During cross-examination, prosecutors asked Sipovac if he knew what 
happened to the men who were detained in the notorious Omarska de-
tention camp in 1992. Sipovac responded by saying that, according to his 
findings, Omarska was “an investigation centre, not a detention camp”.

He also said that he did not know that “defence forces” participated in the 
murders and persecution of the non-Serb population in the Prijedor area.

“I am claiming that I do not know who did that. I am not the type of person 
who would inquire about things. Therefore I did not know anything about 
it then. I know nothing about it now. I have no reason to lie,” Sipovac said.
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Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is charged with genocide in 
several municipalities, including Prijedor, in 1992, as well as genocide in 
Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats from areas under Serb 
control, terrorisng the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

The trial continues.
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06 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness: Serb Army 
‘Prohibited Prisoner Abuse’

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial 
that the Bosnian Serb Army gave troops orders to protect 
civilians and prohibited the destruction of their villages.

DENIS DZIDIC

A former Bosnian Serb Army unit commander, Ranko Kolar, testified at 
the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that Mladic’s troops were told not to 
abuse prisoners during the 1992-95 conflict.

“In every commandment ñ attack or defensive ñ it was said that we must 
not harass captured civilians or prisoners of war, and that we must hand 
them over to the nearest body with intelligence and security authority,” 
Kolar said.

“Actions in populated areas were also very clear, we were allowed to open 
fire only at places showing resistance, with minimal destruction,” he add-
ed.

Kolar said that his units fought against “Muslim-Croatian formations” 
in the Sanski Most area in the summer of 1992 and that he participated 
in combat against Bosniak units led by Naser Oric on the road between 
Bratunac and Zvornik in early 1993.

“We started an intervention to stop the operations of Naser Oric’s units, 
whose job it was to cut the communication between Bratunac and Zvornik 
and then conquer both cities. The village of Kravica and 11 another Serb 
villages were burned down in those operations. We then started an inter-
vention, stopped Oric and managed to save some of the civilians who were 
there,” the witness said.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic is on trial for gen-
ocide in Srebrenica and several other municipalities, the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats throughout the country, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

During cross-examination, the Hague prosecutors asked Kolar whether he 
knew that Bosniaks were disarmed in Sanski Most and taken to the Beton-
irka facility or local sports hall, where they were abused.
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“I heard that our unit participated in the disarmament of the formations 
which were not in the Bosnian Serb Army, but I’m not familiar with them 
being taken away. I’ve heard of that sports hall, but I never went there,” 
he replied.

Kolar also said that he didn’t hear about the murders of Bosniak civilians 
in the villages of Hrustovo and Krkojevci near Sanski Most during the war.

The trial continues.
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05 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness: Serbs 
‘Humiliated’ by Bosniaks

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial that Bosnian 
Serbs had to set up their own government and police 

before the war because they were being outvoted and 
obstructed by Bosniaks.

DENIS DZIDIC

Nedjo Vlaski, a former state security official at the Bosnian interior minis-
try, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that Bosnian Serb 
President Radovan Karadzic’s decision to establish separate Serb political 
and police structures reflected “the social reality of that time”.

“The constant humiliations and overruling of Serb staff and then a viola-
tion of procedures in all institutions were of such proportions that the only 
possible reaction was to act in that way,” he said.

Vlaski told the UN-backed court that in late 1991 and early 1992 there was 
“a desperate need to protect Serb personnel and interests”.

He said that he saw “political and media preparations for war against 
Serbs” before the conflict broke out.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic is on trial for gen-
ocide in Srebrenica and several other municipalities, terrorising the pop-
ulation of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

He is also accused of the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats from 15 mu-
nicipalities under Serb control, one of which is Trnovo.

During cross- examination, Vlaski said he attended Crisis Staff meetings 
in the Trnovo municipality in April and May 1992 as “an observer and 
guest who dealt with security issues”.

He said that during that period, “joint government with Muslims in Trno-
vo was not possible” because they “were doing everything to obstruct the 
actions of the Serb government in police and other structures”.

Asked by the prosecution whether he knew that the Serb Crisis Staff pre-
pared an attack on Bosniak villages in Trnovo in May 1992, Vlaski said that 
he did not.

“That is unlikely because the municipality of Trnovo has such a demo-
graphic composition that its population was only 30 per cent Serb and a 
peaceful solution to the conflict suited for us,” he said.

The trial continues.
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04 NOVEMBER  2014

Mladic Witness: Police Couldn’t 
Stop Vlasenica Killings

A former Serb police chief told Ratko Mladic’s trial that 
he reported “incidents” at the Susica detention camp in 

Vlasenica, where 150 Bosniak prisoners are estimated to 
have been killed.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mane Djuric, the former chief of the police’s Public Security Station in 
the town of Vlasenica in eastern Bosnia, told Bosnian Serb military leader 
Mladic’s trial in The Hague on Monday that the Susica holding centre had 
a “humane character” when it was set up, but turned into a detention 
camp in May 1992.

Asked if he heard about the killings and beatings at the Susica camp, 
Djuric said that he learned that there had been “incidents” and informed 
security officers.

According to the indictment against Mladic, Vlasenica was one of six 
municipalities in Bosnia where the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
reached the scale of genocide.

At the Susica camp, the indictment says, 150 prisoners were killed from 
May to September 1992. Susica’s commander Dragan Nikolic was sen-
tenced to 20 years in jail by the Hague Tribunal in 2004 after admitting 
the murder and torture of Bosniak detainees.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the popula-
tion of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Testifying about alleged violence at the Public Security Station in Vlasen-
ica, Djuric said that “people were saying there were incidents”, but that 
he didn’t see any abuses. However, he insisted that he took precautions to 
prevent any incidents.

“I insisted that it cannot happen. I said to the police officer at the entrance 
that he must register everyone who enters,” he said.

Questioned about a massacre of Bosniaks in the village of Drum in the 
Vlasenica municipality in June 1992, Djuric said that it was hard to find 
the perpetrators, but in his opinion they were soldiers or paramilitaries.
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“When they were not thrown out [by the Bosnian Serb military leader-
ship], it was common that paramilitary units were involved in planned 
military actions, which were conducted in cooperation with the police, and 
that they committed crimes,” the witness said.

He confirmed that the mosque in Vlasenica was destroyed in August 1992 
and that police was informed by the Bosnian Serb Army several hours be-
fore.

When they found out that the mosque would be attacked, he said, police 
took action to notify and remove people who lived close to it.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie asked why the police didn’t stop this crim-
inal act, but the witness responded that they were focused on protecting 
people. He also said that they were careful not to get into any conflict with 
the army over jurisdiction.

The trial continues.
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31 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Serb-Run 
Hospital Helped Bosniaks

A doctor testified in Ratko Mladic’s defence at the Hague 
Tribunal that the hospital in the Serb-run town of Foca 

did not turn away Bosniaks who needed treatment during 
wartime.

JUSTICE REPORT

Veljko Maric, the former director of the hospital in Foca, told Mladic’s war 
crimes trial in The Hague that it treated everyone throughout the war, 
regardless of their ethnicity.

“From April to December 1992, the hospital treated around 1,900 patients, 
around 300 of whom were Muslims,” said Maric.

He added that in April 1992, he personally operated on 48 patients, 37 
Muslims and 11 Serbs.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under Serb control during the 
war, one of which is Foca. He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, 
terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage.

The witness told the UN-backed court that the hospital i Foca provided 
temporary accommodation for a number of Bosniak children who were 
not sick.

The prosecution presented evidence that the parents and other relatives of 
those children had been killed in Foca.

The witness responded that he could say anything about the reasons for 
housing the children at the hospital.

“I am a surgeon. I was in the operating room. All those who asked for help 
were admitted,” he said.

“The hospital performed an additional humane role, which was not its 
obligation,” he added.

The trial continues on Monday.



- 267 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

30 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Hunger Deaths 
Were Propaganda

A defence witness told former Bosnian Serb military 
chief Ratko Mladic’s trial that Bosniaks lied about deaths 
from hunger during wartime in a bid to win international 

support.

DENIS DZIDIC

Slavko Kralj, a former Bosnian Serb Army liaison officer working with the 
UN’s protection force in Bosnia, UNPROFOR, told the Hague Tribunal on 
Wednesday that Mladic had the authority to stop any humanitarian convoy 
entering Bosnian Serb territory during the war, but only did so with good 
reason.

Kralj testified that the Bosnian Serb army never stopped humanitarian 
convoys for no reason, but only after receiving information there were 
banned items inside. On Tuesday he claimed that aid convoys transported 
munitions and food for the Bosnian Army.

Asked by prosecutor Peter McCloskey whether Mladic would have been 
the one to make the decision whether or not a convoy should be allowed 
through, the witness replied that this was true, but added that the former 
Bosnian Serb military chief only did this with good reason.

Kralj also testified that Mladic wasn’t always aware of all the information 
about convoys since he had other tasks as well.

Prosecutor McCloskey showed the witness a photograph from 1995, saying 
that it shows Bosniaks from Srebrenica digging through trash for food, 
and quoted Mladic saying that the enclave was only attacked after human-
itarian aid was restricted for months.

Kralj said he was seeing the picture and heard Mladic’s statement for the 
first time.

“I know nothing about the photograph, it could be a fake for all I know,” 
he said.

“I never saw this statement, nor do I know if Mladic had any general opin-
ion towards convoys,” he added.
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Asked whether he believed that anyone starved to death during the war, 
the witness said that this was just propaganda.

“I am very sceptical that anyone died. I believe this is the standard prop-
aganda of the opposing side, which wanted intervention by the interna-
tional community. I don’t believe anyone died from hunger during the 
war,” he said.

According to Kralj, after NATO forces bombed Serb positions in 1995, the 
Bosnian Serb Army considered them “enemies”.

He said they had operational information that some members of the UN-
PROFOR peacekeeping force were “equipped to guide NATO airplanes to 
strike targets”.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and several other municipal-
ities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo, restricting humanitarian aid 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage. He is also accused of the persecution 
of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under Serb control.

The trial continues.
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29 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Aid Convoys 
Helped Bosniak Forces

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial that 
humanitarian convoys transported munitions and food for 
the Bosnian Army during wartime and some international 

military observers scouted Serb positions.

DENIS DZIDIC

Slavko Kralj, a former Bosnian Serb Army liaison officer working with the 
UN’s protection force in Bosnia, UNPROFOR, told Mladic’s war crimes trial 
at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that during the war he received reports 
about smuggling and reconnaissance activities, which caused Serb forces 
to establish tighter controls on humanitarian convoys.

“The procedure was to conduct an examination and if it was determined 
that there was something wrong, that something was smuggled or not on 
the list, then an assessment was done. If there were munitions or more 
serious stuff, then the whole convoy would be stopped,” Kralj said.

He told the UN-backed court that he also received information about con-
voys that delivered guns and munitions to Bosnian Army troops.

“On one occasion, when a convoy came from Zagreb, we organised a lit-
tle more detailed control, which they didn’t allow, and after consultation 
between the convoy leader and his superior, we agreed that the convoy go 
back to Zagreb. We latter found out that the same convoy passed towards 
Bihac and transferred a certain amount of weaponry and munitions hid-
den in the vehicle,” he said.

According to Kralj, the Bosnian Serb Army also had information that the 
Dutch UNPROFOR battalion gave some of its food supplies and fuel to units 
of the 28th Bosnian Army Division, which was located in Srebrenica.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and several other 
municipalities in 1992, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats from areas 
under the control of Serb forces, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

He is also charged with terrorising the population of Sarajevo and restrict-
ing humanitarian aid in order to create tougher conditions.

Under cross-examination, Kralj said that despite the aid that UN forces 
gave to Bosniak troops, the main headquarters of the Bosnian Serb Army 
never considered them enemies.

The trial continues.
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23 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Trial to Hear New Mass 
Grave Evidence

Hague Tribunal prosecutors have been granted permission 
to present new forensic evidence found at Tomasica, 
Bosnia’s biggest mass grave, in the war crimes case 

against Ratko Mladic.

DENIS DZIDIC

The trial chamber of the UN-backed court in The Hague on Thursday ac-
cepted a request from the prosecutor’s office to reopen its evidence pres-
entation to put forward the forensic material found at Tomasica, a mass 
grave near Prijedor discovered a year ago containing the bodies of hun-
dreds of war victims believed to have been killed by Bosnian Serb forces.

In the decision, presiding judge Alphons Orie said that the forensic evi-
dence was relevant to the charges against Mladic, and noted the prose-
cution’s claim that it clarifies “the organised and large-scale nature of 
killings in Prijedor, and the VRS’s [Bosnian Serb Army’s] role therein”.

The Tomasica mass grave was uncovered in September 2013, and 435 bod-
ies of men, women and children have been exhumed there.

Hague prosecutors finished their evidence hearing in Mladic’s case in De-
cember last year.

While ruling that prosecutors could present the new evidence from To-
masica, the judge argued that “the re-opening will prolong the trial, but 
the delay will not be undue” and the defence would have time to respond.

The prosecutor’s office said it would call six experts and seven factual wit-
nesses, and present 43 pieces of material evidence regarding the Tomasica 
mass grave.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic is on trial for 
genocide in 1992 in Prijedor and several other municipalities, as well as 
genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of the non-Serb population across 
the country, terrorizing the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

Earlier this year, the Hague prosecutors also attempted to reopen their ev-
idence hearing in the case of former Bosnian Serb political leader Radovan 
Karadzic in order to present evidence about Tomasica, but were denied 
because the case was near its end.
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23 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Muslims 
Planned ‘Slaughter’ in 

Vlasenica
A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that 
he saw a Bosniak municipal official’s journal that contained 
information about preparations for an attack in Vlasenica 

in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Tomislav Savkic, the Serb former president of the Vlasenica municipal as-
sembly, testified in Mladic’s defence at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday 
that a local Bosniak official called Izet Redzic’s journal from April 1992 
contained a list of Serbs from the area with the words: “Herd for Slaugh-
ter.”

Savkic told the UN-backed court that the journal “clearly explains what 
was being prepared”.

He explained that it said that “main headquarters controls all opera-
tions”, mentioned an electrical inductor and warned that “Muslim chil-
dren should be removed from the high school” in Vlasenica.

He said that inductors were used in demolition explosions.

Savkic testified that Serb and Bosniak officials in the municipality “re-
spected each other”. But, he continued, “Redzic felt threatened and at one 
point he armed his accomplices, all 21 of them”.

Under cross-examination, Savkic said that Redzic’s journal had been pub-
lished in a local newspaper called the Birch Voice, and that he learned 
about what it said from others.

According to several Hague Tribunal verdicts, Bosnian Serb forces took 
control of Vlasenica in April 1992. As a result of the attacks and shelling 
by Serb forces, many Muslims and other non-Serbs fled from the area and 
those who remained were either deported or arrested.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is charged with persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under his forces’ control, includ-
ing Vlasenica. He is also on trial for genocide, terrorising the population of 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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22 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Muslims 
Started Conflict in Foca

Bosniaks refused a peace deal that could have averted 
fighting in the city of Foca in 1992 and began military 

operations first, a former Bosnian Serb official told Ratko 
Mladic’s war crimes trial.

DENIS DZIDIC

Testifying in Mladic’s defence at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday, the war-
time president of the executive council of Foca municipality, Radojica Ml-
adjenovic, said that the political representatives of Bosniaks in the city 
did not agree to implement an agreement in April 1992 which could have 
preserved peace in the area.

“The Muslim side started first with operations in the city and their repre-
sentatives didn’t want to say whether they rejected or accepted the deal, 
and then [military] actions intensified,” Mladjenovic said.

He also accused Muslims of opening fire on a church in Foca.

According to the witness, Foca’s Muslims left the area of their own free 
will, alongside their leadership, after seeing that their army would be de-
feated.

Under cross-examination, Mladjenovic said that he heard in May and June 
1992 that Muslims were detained in a local prison facility, KPZ Foca.

“I guess they were held against their will. I think an investigation was 
carried out in those months to ask if they had weapons and whether they 
were engaged in the business of obtaining weapons,” Mladjenovic testi-
fied.

He said that he was never inside KPZ Foca, but that he later heard reports 
about harassment there.

“The only thing that I could not understand in those statements was in-
formation that people were beaten with baseball bats, because it’s not 
possible that there were those kind of bats in Foca,” he said.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is being tried for the persecu-
tion of Bosniaks and Croats in 15 municipalities controlled by his forces, 
including Foca. He is also on trial for genocide, terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Bosniak 
Prisoners Murdered in Rogatica

A defence witness admitted at Ratko Mladic’s trial 
that some prisoners held by Bosnian Serb forces at the 
Rasadnik camp in Rogatica were murdered in 1992 by 

‘extremists’.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mile Ujic, the president of the executive board of the Rogatica municipality 
in the 1990s, told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague Tribunal on Mon-
day that he was aware of an “incident” when a group of Bosniak prisoners 
from the Rasadnik camp were murdered.

Answering questions from the prosecution, Ujic said that from the be-
ginning there were rumours that murders were committed by a Serb unit 
chief called Dragoje Paunovic; a fact that was later confirmed by an in-
vestigation.

Paunovic, the former leader of a unit within the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
Rogatica battalion, was jailed for 20 years in prison in October 2006 for 
participating in the execution of 27 civilians who were unlawfully detained 
at the Rasadnik camp on August 15, 1992.

Ujic was presented with a statement that he gave as a defence witness at 
Paunovic’s trial at the Bosnian court, where he said that “some extrem-
ists” had committed the murders.

“I stand by that because a reasonable human can’t do that, only an ex-
tremist who has a confused mind and I don’t exclude him [Paunovic] from 
that, either,” Ujic told the Hague court.

Ujic previously testified at Mladic’s trial last Thursday that Bosnian Serb 
troops had tried to keep civilians in Rogatica safe by detaining them for 
their own protection.

Mladic is on trial for the persecution and expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats 
from 15 municipalities controlled by Bosnian Serb forces during the war, 
including Rogatica.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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Prosecutors further questioned Ujic about attacks by Serbian forces on 
the villages of Kozadra and Kramer Selo near Rogatica in May 1992. The 
witness argued that these settlements were not “unarmed villages with 
refugees”, and that the attacks were mounted to combat armed groups.

Ujic also said that Bosniak units around Rogatica were “well trained and 
supplied”.

“I think that the size of their strength was around a battalion, which was 
very well trained and organised. They were especially well trained for ter-
rorist acts and they were very ingenious there,” he said.

He recalled that at the beginning of the conflict in Rogatica, after one Serb 
died, he participated in negotiations with Bosniak forces about handing 
over the body.

“They told us that day that they wouldn’t hand over the body until they 
killed ten or a hundred more Serbs, and then we could talk,” Ujic said.

The trial continues.
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16 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Seizing 
Sarajevo Meant Suicide

A former officer told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that 
Bosnian Serb forces were not strong enough to seize 

Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege of the city.

DENIS DZIDIC

“The attacker must have three times more power. That, in this case, was 
not an optionÖ The Sarajevo-Romania Corps would have committed su-
icide,” Ratomir Maksimovic, a former officer with the Bosnian Serb Ar-
my’s Sarajevo-Romanija Corps, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal 
on Wednesday.

Defence witness Maksimovic told the UN-backed court that the Saraje-
vo-Romanija Corps had 22,000 armed men, and only 12,000 of them were 
“fighters one could count on”, who were defending the Serb lines around 
the besieged city.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the population of Sarajevo with artillery 
and sniper attacks against civilians, as well as genocide in Srebrenica and 
seven other municipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Bosnian Serbs 
Didn’t Organise Expulsions

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that 
the Bosnian Serb military and civilian authorities did not 
organise the expulsion of non-Serbs from the Rogatica 

area in 1992.

DENIS DZIDIC

Milenko Jankovic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
Rogatica company, told his former military chief Mladic’s war crimes trial 
at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that Muslims and Croats left Rogatica 
voluntarily at the beginning of 1992.

“Muslims left Rogatica mainly before the war, and at the beginning of 
the war, the others left with their [military] units. Serbs mainly stayed or 
stayed with their relatives in the nearby villages, but there was no organ-
ised expulsion for sure,” Jankovic told the UN-backed court.

He said he had no knowledge about non-Serbs being detained in the po-
lice’s ‘public safety station’ in the town.

“The station had no room for someone to be detained and I can assure you 
that no one was detained in those rooms, there was no room,” Jankovic 
said.

Mladic is being tried for the persecution and expulsion of Bosniaks and 
Croats from 15 municipalities controlled by Bosnian Serb forces, including 
Rogatica.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Ratomir Maksimovic, former member of the command of Bosnian Serb 
Army’s Sarajevo-Romanija Corps, also started testifying at Tuesday’s 
hearing. He said that Serb forces never intentionally targeted civilians or 
public transport in Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege of the city.

Maksimovic said that the Sarajevo-Romanija Corps only responded to 
gunfire from the Bosnian Army’s First Corps, and that its actions were 
purely defensive.

“There never was a thought about taking offensive actions against Sara-
jevo,” he said.

The trial continues.
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14 OCTOBER 2014

Mladic Witness: Bosnian Serb 
Forces Protected Civilians

A witness at the war crimes trial of Ratko Mladic said that 
Serb troops held civilians at a school in Rogatica in 1992 to 

protect them from fighting, not to persecute or abuse them.

JUSTICE REPORT

Milenko Jankovic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
Rogatica company, told his former military chief Mladic’s war crimes trial 
at the Hague Tribunal on Monday that local people were kept in the Veljko 
Vlahovic school in Rogatica in 1992 for their own safety.

“Civilians were held in the Veljko Vlahovic school, both of Muslim and 
other ethnic backgrounds, so that they could be protected from combat 
activities carried out at the time in the municipality of Rogatica. My uncle 
was there with his wife, also my cousin Veljko... and there were certainly 
more families that I cannot recall,” defence witness Jankovic told the UN-
backed court.

Asked why the school was guarded, Jankovic said it was to avoid any po-
tential ‘excesses’.

“There were families who lost their relatives, we wanted to avoid retal-
iation. That’s why there was a guard duty set up there,” he said, adding 
that he did not know whether any of the people held at the school were 
murdered.

Mladic is being tried for the persecution and expulsion of Bosniaks and 
Croats from 15 municipalities controlled by Bosnian Serb forces, including 
Rogatica.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Jankovic testified that in the Rogatica area, a joint Territorial Defence 
force was set up, and that there were Muslim members in its ranks.

“The Serb Territorial Defence armed the Serb population, including a 
number of Muslims who lived close to the Serb people,” he explained.

Asked whether he saw prisoners forced to do hard labour at the Veljko Vla-
hovic school and the Rasadnik improvised detention facility in Rogatica, 
where prisoners were also allegedly abused by Serb troops, Jankovic said 
that they actually volunteered to work.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Bosnian Serbs 
Didn’t Control Paramilitaries
Paramilitary units that terrorised Bosniaks in the Foca 

area in 1992 were not under army orders, a witness told 
the Hague trial of former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko 

Mladic.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Svetozar Petkovic told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribu-
nal on Thursday that there were armed groups and individuals in Foca in 
1992 who menaced and robbed Bosniaks, but the army led by the defend-
ant was not responsible for them.

“There were units that arbitrarily persecuted and looted people,” Cvetk-
ovic testified.

He said that the Bosnian Serb Army’s brigade in Foca was established only 
at the beginning of July 1992, but the paramilitary units did not want to be 
under its command. He said that the brigade commander tried to contact 
the paramilitaries, but he was ignored.

The prosecution presented a document from the local parliament in Foca 
which said that Pera Elez, who was the leader of a paramilitary unit, par-
ticipated in the war as part of the Bosnian Serb Army from April 6 until 
December 10, 1992.

The witness replied that many fighters got such certificates for length of 
service, but the prosecution pointed out that Elez died in December 1992.

Petkovic, who said he worked for the local Serb crisis staff providing food 
and equipment for the population of Foca, also testified that Bosniaks left 
the area because of a rumour about the imminent arrival of “5,000 Chet-
niks [Serb nationalists] from Montenegro”.

Mladic is charged with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats from the 
municipality of Foca. According to his indictment, Foca is one of seven 
municipalities, where persecution of non-Serbs reached the scale of gen-
ocide.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on October 13.
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Mladic Witness: Prisoners Not 
Persecuted in Rogatica

A defence witness told Ratko Mladic’s trial that non-Serb 
prisoners in Rogatica were not persecuted by the former 

Bosnian Serb military chief’s forces during wartime, as the 
indictment alleges.

JUSTICE REPORT

Novica Andric, a former driver with the Bosnian Serb Army’s Rogatica 
Brigade military police told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague Tribu-
nal on Tuesday that he saw no persecution of prisoners who were held in 
Rogatica in 1992.

Andric said that after the referendum on Bosnia’s independence that year, 
nationalism started growing, and he joined Serb territorial defence forces 
because his village was surrounded by armed Muslims.

He said that the Rasadnik building in Rogatica, an improvised detention 
facility where Bosniak prisoners were allegedly abused by Serb forces, was 
actually divided into two parts - a reception centre and a detention centre.

In the reception centre were civilians who wanted to leave the area and go 
to territory under the control of Bosniak forces, he testified.

“Upon my arrival at Rasadnik, I saw civilians walking around freely and 
they were not imprisoned, unlike soldiers,” he said.

When asked whether the people he saw could also go home freely, the 
witness said they were safer in the reception centre.

Mladic is on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats in 15 munici-
palities under Serb forces’ control, including Rogatica.

The witness also denied that members of the Hurko family, who were al-
legedly detained in his father’s garage, were actually imprisoned at all, or 
assaulted.

“These three people were not imprisoned there. The door on the garage, 
which served as a summer kitchen, was not closed while they were there. 
They were even served with coffee. There were no abuses,” he said.
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Bosnian Serb soldier Stojan Perkovic admitted abusing the Hurko family 
in Andric’s father’s garage and was jailed for 12 years in 2009 for various 
wartime crimes in Rogatica including the assault.

But Andric insisted that no crime took place in the garage.

Mladic is also on trial for terrorising the population of Sarajevo by con-
ducting artillery and sniper attacks against civilians, genocide in Srebren-
ica and seven other municipalities, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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25 SEPTEMBER 2014

Bosniak and Croat Officers ‘Not 
Fired From Serb Army’

A former personnel officer in the Bosnian Serb Army told 
Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that some Muslim and 
Croat officers chose to remain with Serb-led forces in 

wartime.

JUSTICE REPORT

Witness Stojan Malisic told former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic’s 
trail at the Hague Tribunal on Thursday that the army he commanded 
always fought according to the rules of war, and that he never heard that 
Mladic ordered the killing of prisoners or civilians.

During cross-examination, the Hague prosecution claimed that Mladic 
was faced with the problem of non-Serb officers in the 1st Krajina Corps, 
and told Bosniak and Croat officers to take vacations.

Malisic responded that the officers were not “cleansed” from the force, 
but that Mladic treated them humanely by giving them time to decide 
which army they wanted to be part of.

“The 1st Krajina Corps asked general Mladic for his opinion about what 
should be done with active Croatian and Muslim officers,” Malisic testi-
fied.

“Mladic responded immediately and said that they should take 30 days 
of vacation. And why 30 days? So they could think what they should do... 
They should consult their family members to see what was next, because 
it was big step,” he said.

He added that many Muslim and Croatian officers decided to stay in the 
Bosnian Serb Army.

“Officers who wanted to stay in the units of the Bosnian Serb Army, they 
stayed,” he insisted.

He added that some Bosniaks and Croats deserted from the Yugoslav Peo-
ple’s Army and joined their own armed forces.

“Those who stayed were true Yugoslavs, true patriots,” the witness said.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the population of Sarajevo by conducting 
artillery and sniper attacks against civilians, as well as genocide in Sre-
brenica and seven other municipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and 
Croats, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on September 29.
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Mladic Witness: Bosnian 
Snipers Killed Civilians

An ex-officer with the Bosnian Serb Army testified at his 
commander Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that Bosniak 
forces deployed snipers in Sarajevo but his brigade never 

targeted civilians.

JUSTICE REPORT

Desimir Sarenac, former security officer with the First Sarajevo Brigade of 
the Bosnian Serb Army, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal on Tues-
day that his brigade never attacked Sarajevo during wartime, but just held 
Serb lines around the besieged city.

Sarenac said that Serb forces did not open artillery fire on civilian areas 
in the city, but the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina did sometimes and 
blamed it on the Serbs.

“As far as sniper activities by the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina are 
concerned, they were very pronounced. The death of a 70-year old man, 
who was shot on the doorstep in the Dobrinja neighbourhood [of Saraje-
vo], was a particular example,” Sarenac said.

Mladic is on trial in The Hague for terrorising the population of Saraje-
vo by conducting artillery and sniper attacks against civilians, as well as 
genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Under cross-examination by the Hague Tribunal prosecution on Wednes-
day, Sarenac said he knew nothing about the fate of a group of prison-
ers from Hadzici near Sarajevo who were taken from the Slavisa Vajner 
Cica military barracks in Lukavica, which was under his command in June 
1992, and were never seen again.

“I had no authority over this group of people. They came and they were 
taken away by buses, I think even on the second day following their ar-
rival, because we did not have the capacity to guard them forever at that 
place. There is no way that somebody was separated and taken away from 
the military barracks,” he said.
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“I am not an irresponsible man who would say that in regard to so many 
people. I would have known it, except if somebody had ordered it without 
me knowing about it,” he added.

The prosecution also asked the witness if he knew about the beating of 
prisoners and the fact that they were used for forced labour. Sarenac re-
sponded by saying that he had intervened after he heard about it.

“I proposed disciplinary measures to the commander and the removal of 
such persons from the unit, because such persons could not work with 
detainees. Disciplinary measures in terms of ordering a person into prison 
were not under my responsibility,” Sarenac said.

When asked whether he did anything to prevent the use of prisoners for 
forced labour, Sarenac said that he was not able to do so.

“My position at the Brigade’s command was not such... I was not in a po-
sition to order or prevent that,” he said.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Witness: Muslims Left 
Bosnia’s Rogatica ‘Voluntarily’

Thousands of Bosniaks were not driven out of the Rogatica 
area by Serbs in spring 1992 but actually chose to leave, 
a former local Serb politician told the war crimes trial of 

Ratko Mladic.

DENIS DZIDIC

Testifying in former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic’s defence at the 
Hague Tribunal on Tuesday, Milorad Sokolovic, who was the president 
of the executive board of the Rogatica Municipal Assembly when the war 
started, said that Bosniaks were not coerced to flee the area.

He said that about 6,000 left Rogatica for Zepa and Sarajevo in April 1992 
and that this halved the number of Muslims in the municipality.

“After the beginning of the conflicts, the remaining Muslims decided to 
leave Rogatica and they departed right away,” Sokolovic said.

“After their departure, the number of Muslims in Rogatica was very 
small,” he added.

Mladic is charged with having participated in the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats from 15 municipalities under the control of Serb forces, includ-
ing Rogatica.

Among the incidents listed in the indictment are the murders of several 
prisoners in detention camps in Rasadnik and the Veljko Vlahovic school 
building in Rogatica in 1992.

When asked whether the Executive Board of Rogatica municipality dealt 
with the issue of prisoners in those detention camps, Sokolovic said no.

“I do not know if those facilities were organised by the [Bosnian Serb] 
police or the army, but the civil authorities certainly did not do it. As far as 
I know, the idea was to put Muslims, Serbs and a few Croats who still lived 
there, in those facilities at a time of war,” Sokolovic said.

He also said he had no knowledge of the mistreatment of prisoners held 
at the school.
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“You should ask the army or police about it and examine those who have 
experience,” he said.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other munici-
palities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeep-
ers hostage.

The trial continues.
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Mladic Soldier: Muslim 
Paramilitaries Burned Serb 

Homes
Bosnian Serb ex-soldier Bozidar Krnojelac testified on 

behalf of his former commander Ratko Mladic that Bosniak 
forces torched Serbs’ houses in the Foca area in 1992.

Ratko Mladic in court. Photo ICTY. 

DENIS DZIDIC

Krnojelac told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague Tribunal on Monday 
that there was no “single brigade or battalion of the Bosnian Serb Army” 
in Foca in eastern Bosnia until June 22, 1992, although he did see Serb 
paramilitaries in the area.

The conflict broke out in Foca on May 8, but Bosniak units had already 
taken over an old school next to his house in April, Krnojelac testified.

“Some of them had green berets and that is what we called them, so we 
felt insecure, afraid for our lives and we left on the evening of April 11. My 
house was burned two or three days later, when the Muslims were retreat-
ing. Ten to 12 houses of people of Serb nationality were also burned,” he 
said.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats from 15 municipalities under Serb 
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control during wartime, including Foca. Among the incidents listed in the 
indictment is the murder of more than 200 prisoners from a detention 
facility in Foca in 1992.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other munici-
palities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeep-
ers hostage.

The witness said that he went to the detention facility in Foca, where his 
father Milorad Krnojelac was working, in order to protect him from the 
Serb paramilitary units that were stationed there.

“My father told me that those members [of the paramilitary units] kept 
Muslims imprisoned and I went to protect him, because we all knew what 
kind of people they were and how they behaved,” the witness said.

When asked if he knew that his father, who was the commander of the 
Foca detention facility, was sentenced to 15 years in prison at the Hague 
Tribunal in 2003 for the unlawful detention, torture and killings of Bos-
niaks, the witness replied: “I assert that my father is not guilty, but he was 
convicted. He certainly did not disobey any law.”

His father was granted early release in 2009.

Mladic’s trial continues.
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17 SEPTEMBER 2014

Mladic Ally: ‘We Didn’t Shell 
Sarajevo Civilians’

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told the war crimes 
trial of his commander Ratko Mladic that his brigade had 
no heavy weapons to attack Sarajevo and didn’t use its 

sniper bullets for sniping.

DENIS DZIDIC

Defence witness Mihajlo Vujasin, who was deputy commander of the Ra-
jlovac Brigade of the Bosnian Serb Army in 1992, told Mladic’s trial at 
the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday that Serb forces situated around Sarajevo 
“conducted defensive activities only” and did not attack civilian targets.

He said that his brigade’s role was simply “to block the First Corps of the 
Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.

He said that the brigade did not have heavy weapons or trained snipers, 
and that he had never heard any order to attack civilians or public trans-
portat in Sarajevo.

“As we did not have heavy weapons, it was not possible to open fire on the 
city,” the witness said.

During cross-examination, Hague prosecutors presented Vujasin with a 
document in which his Rajlovac Brigade requested 9,000 sniper bullets, 
and asked him why it needed the bullets if it had no sniper rifles or trained 
snipers.

“The sniper bullets are more precise and better manufactured. If they 
were used in the rifles we had, the rifles performed better and were more 
precise. However, this did not make them sniper rifles,” the witness re-
sponded.

Mladic is charged with having terrorised the population of Sarajevo with 
artillery and sniper attacks against civilians during the 1992-95 siege of 
the city. He is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other 
municipalities, persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, as well as taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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11 SEPTEMBER 2014

Bosnian Serbs ‘Weren’t 
Responsible for Looting and 

Theft’
The former Bosnian Serb prime minister Vladimir Lukic 

told Ratko Mladic’s trial in The Hague that outsiders were 
responsible for wartime rapes and robberies and Serb 

forces weren’t involved in looting.

DENIS DZIDIC

Defence witness Vladimir Lukic, who was prime minister of Republika 
Srpska from January 1993 to August 1994, told Mladic’s war crimes trial 
at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that large numbers of people came 
to Bosnia at the beginning of the war in neighbouring Croatia and started 
creating problems and committing crime.

“When the war broke out in Croatia, we just had a rush of people with 
questionable morals who wanted to get rich. They were performing all the 
acts of [sexual] indecency and other [criminal] acts, and they were not 
from Bosnia, and definitely not from Republika Srpska,” Lukic said.

“We as the local authorities had many problems with those people,” he 
added.

He said that the authorities in Republika Srpska sometimes used weapons 
seized from enemy forces for their own defence, but never looted and sold 
ordinary non-Serb people’s property.

“It is well known that there are different kinds of seizures and looting in 
the war. However, we considered something to be a trophy of war only if it 
did not belong to any citizen - something we took from those who seized 
it illegally and what we took away from the enemy,” Lukic explained.

“Private property could not be considered as a trophy of war and no one 
could distribute it or allocate to someone else, not even to the army,” he 
said.

Lukic also testified on Tuesday that he heard that individual Bosnian Serb 
soldiers committed crimes during wartime, but insisted that the army it-
self did not.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, genocide in Srebrenica and seven 
other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial will continue on September 16.
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10 SEPTEMBER 2014

Bosnian Serb Soldiers’ Crimes 
‘Were Isolated Incidents’

The former Bosnian Serb prime minister testified at Ratko 
Mladic’s trial in The Hague that he heard that individual 
soldiers committed crimes during wartime, but not the 

army itself.

DENIS DZIDIC

Defence witness Vladimir Lukic, who was prime minister of Republika 
Srpska from January 1993 to August 1994, told Mladic’s war cimes trial 
at the Hague Tribunal on Tuesday said that he used to inform Bosnian 
Serb Army officers that some of their soldiers committed thefts and other 
crimes in 1993.

“Generally I did not think the whole army was doing it, but individuals. 
However, I had no authority over those individuals, and that is the reason 
that the army was informed, in order to find who was responsible,” Lukic 
said, adding that many among those who committed crimes were not ‘true 
soldiers’.

The Hague prosecutors presented a report that Lukic sent to the Security 
Service Centre in Sarajevo about rapes in the Novo Sarajevo area, which 
said that Serbs were also sexually abused by soldiers. The witness replied 
that the government of Republika Srpska did not think that only crimes 
against Serbs should be prosecuted.

“You are taking this document out of context. Those who did that, they did 
discriminate between Croat, Serb or Muslim women. They did it dishon-
ourably, and none of us [politicians in Republika Srpska] could even think 
that Muslim woman should be raped, nor a Serb woman,” said Lukic.

He said that the Republika Srpska government advocated the prosecution 
of all crimes and added that in the Sarajevo area “many more Serb women 
were raped than Muslim or Croat women”.

In response to a question from the prosecutor, Lukic said that he believed 
that Bosnia was “historically Serbian territory”, but that “everyone should 
[be able to] live” in the country.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, genocide in Srebrenica and seven 
other municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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09 SEPTEMBER 2014

Mladic’s Forces’ Firepower in 
Sarajevo ‘Exaggerated’

Bosnian Serb forces did not have enough heavy weapons 
to terrorise the population of Sarajevo at the start of the 

siege, a defence witness told the war crimes trial of Ratko 
Mladic.

DENIS DZIDIC

Defence witness Milosav Gagovic, who was a representative of the com-
mander of the Yugoslav People’s Army’s Fourth Corps in Sarajevo from 
May to June 1992, said that there was “a distorted image of what was 
happening in Sarajevo at the beginning of the war”.

“When we speak about the Serb side’s artillery pieces, the numbers are 
exaggerated several dozen times,” Gagovic told the trial of former Bosnian 
Serb military chief Mladic at the Hague Tribunal on Monday.

Gagovic said that numerous crimes against Serb civilians living in Sarajevo 
were committed.

“A witch hunt against Serbs in Sarajevo was conducted at the time. The 
key perpetrators of those murders and crimes were paramilitary and pa-
ra-police forces under the control of Muslim forces in Bosnia and Herze-
govina,” he said.

When he was presented during cross-examination with an intercepted 
conversation during which Mladic said that he would “destroy half of the 
city” unless captives who were being held at the Yugoslav People’s Army’s 
barracks in Sarajevo were released, Gagovic said that these were “empty 
threats”.

He said that at the time, Mladic did not even have enough weapons to de-
stroy “one single building”.

“Mladic advocated a peaceful solution of problems. I once heard him tell-
ing Fikret Abdic, a member of the Presidency of the Republic of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, who he called by his nickname ‘Babo’: ‘Let us solve the 
problems on our own. Let’s not allow men speaking foreign languages to 
solve them for us,’” Gagovic recalled.
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Mladic is on trial for terrorising the people of Sarajevo with an artillery 
and sniper campaign from 1992 to 1995. He is also accused of genocide 
in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Abdic was sentenced in Croatia to 15 years in prison for wartime crimes in 
the Western Bosnia Autonomous Region, a self-proclaimed Bosniak state-
let which existed between 1993 and 1995. After having served two-thirds 
of his sentence, he was released two years ago.

The trial continues.
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05 SEPTEMBER 2014

‘Charming Man’ Mladic 
‘Incapable of Ordering 

Massacres’
A defence witness told the Hague Tribunal that Bosnian 

Serb military chief Ratko Mladic couldn’t have ordered the 
killings of 7,000 Muslims from Srebrenica because it was 

out of character.

JUSTICE REPORT

Bosko Gvozden, a former liaison officer with the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
main headquarters, testified this week at Mladic’s war crimes trial in The 
Hague that his former commander was not capable of ordering the July 
1995 massacres because it was “not consistent with his personality”.

Mladic was “philanthropic”, “sociable” and “extremely, extremely strict, 
which is the primary condition for executing tasks with minimal losses”, 
Gvozden told the UN-backed court.

He was also “an extremely capable man, who should be respected as a 
leader”, the defence witness said.

Gvozden argued that Mladic was unable to command his troops when he 
was on a visit to Belgrade on July 16 and 17, 1995, when some of the mas-
sacres of Bosniaks from Srebrenica took place, and so could not be held 
responsible for the killings on those days.

Commenting on a recording made on July 16, 1995, in which Mladic is 
heard issuing instructions by telephone to his subordinates on the battle-
field to continue “at full steam”, the witness suggested that this did not 
represent a commanding, but was just amiable communication.

“I concluded that he wanted to demonstrate, in a charming manner, how 
he could communicate with his staff in his capacity as commander of the 
main headquarters,” Gvozden said.

“Therefore, this may have been some sort of self-promotionÖ As he was a 
good-looking and charming man, women adored him, so this was some-
how beneficial for him,” he added.
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The indictment charges Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian 
Serb Army, with the genocide of about 7,000 Muslim captives in the days 
that followed the occupation of Srebrenica by units under his command on 
July 11, 1995. He is also on trial for persecution, terrorising the population 
of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Mladic’s defence this week also called Milorad Bukva, a former Intelli-
gence Officer with the Bosnian Serb Army, who said that during the war, 
the Bosnian Army misused civilian buildings in Sarajevo by deploying its 
command positions, units and factories there, making them military tar-
gets for Serb forces.

Bukva said that the command of the First Corps of the Bosnian Army was 
situated in a basement of a residential building in downtown Sarajevo, 
across the road from the Bosnian presidency.

“Serbs were used as human shields and they weren’t allowed to leave the 
city,” the witness said.

Mladic’s trial resumes next week.



- 295 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

01 SEPTEMBER 2014

Siege of Sarajevo ‘Was War, Not 
Chess’

A former Bosnian Serb officer told the trial of his military 
commander Ratko Mladic that his unit didn’t deploy snipers 

against Sarajevo residents but did use heavy artillery to 
defend Serbs.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Velimir Dunjic, the former commander of the Bosnian 
Serb Army’s Igman Brigade, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal last 
week that his unit only defended the six Sarajevo municipalities in which 
“tens of thousands of Serbs” lived during military offensives by Bosniak 
forces in 1992 and 1993.

The witness denied using snipers, claiming that the terrain was not suita-
ble, but confirmed that the brigade fired high-calibre artillery grenades at 
targets in the city “because it was a war, not a chess game”. However he 
said that the artillery was not used disproportionately.

Dunjic denied the prosecutor’s allegation that the grenades hit civilian 
buildings as well. “We opened fire at our enemy, its units and military 
positions,” he said.

During cross-examination, the prosecutor noted that Stanislav Galic, 
commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s Sarajevo-Romanija Corps, who 
was Dunjic’s superior, accused him of the disproportionate use of artillery 
while testifying at the trial of Radovan Karadzic.

Dunjic responded by saying that he had never heard this before and that 
“on the basis of documents, one can see that I never received a warning 
for using artillery in a disproportionate manner”.

“In case of an attack, I used all resources to destroy the enemy ñ that is 
trueÖ I do not know what disproportionate use of weapons is,” he said.

Ratko Mladic is charged with having terrorised the population of Sarajevo 
with a lengthy sniper and artillery campaign. He is also on trial for geno-
cide in Srebrenica and seven other Bosnian municipalities, persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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At the end of his testimony, Dunjic thanked the Tribunal for having al-
lowed him to speak in defence of “great Serb hero Ratko Mladic”.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie reprimanded him, reminding him that 
Mladic was charged with war crimes.

The trial continues this week.
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27 AUGUST 2014

Karadzic Requests US General’s 
‘Muslim Attack’ Evidence

Former Bosnian Serb president Radovan Karadzic has 
asked the Hague Tribunal to accept new evidence from a 

US Army cable alleging that only Bosniak troops attacked 
UN peacekeepers.

DENIS DZIDIC

Karadzic filed a motion to the UN-backed court on Wednesday asking it 
to reopen the evidence presentation process in his trial to include the US 
Army cable which he believes will aid his defence by showing Bosniaks 
were the aggressors.

Karadzic’s motion said that the cable from US Brigadier General James 
Jones in 1993 alleges that “Muslims were responsible” for all casualties 
among UNPROFOR (UN peacekeeping troops) in Bosnia.

“This piece of evidence is relevant for the defence, because it shows that 
Bosnian Muslims are responsible for sniper and shelling incidents, which 
are described in the indictment. This document fits into the defence’s 
strategy, because it offers evidence by an independent third party, which 
confirms the [defence] witnesses’ allegations,” the motion said.

The presentation of evidence in Karadzic’s trial has already ended and 
closing statements are scheduled for the end of September.

Also on Wednesday, the Hague prosecution asked the Tribunal to allow it 
to reopen its evidence presentation process in Bosnian Serb military chief 
Ratko Mladic’s trial, so it can present the judges with forensic evidence 
from a mass grave at Tomasica near Prijedor, which was discovered last 
year.

The prosecutors said they wanted to introduce evidence about the 275 
whole bodies and and more than 100 body parts found in the mass grave.

“These new pieces of evidence are very relevant for the accusations related 
to a joint criminal enterprise aimed at removing the non-Serb population 
from municipalities under Serb control by committing crimes and geno-
cide,” the prosecution’s motion alleged.
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“These pieces of evidence confirm the [Bosnian Serb Army’s] important 
role in murders, burial and concealing of murders of non-Serb civilians in 
Prijedor,” it said.

The prosecution has already finished setting out its case in Mladic’s trial, 
and the presentation of defence evidence is currently underway.

Mladic and Karadzic are on trial in separate cases for genocide in Srebren-
ica and seven other towns, the persecution of non-Serbs, terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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26 AUGUST 2014

Ratko Mladic’s Lawyer Slams 
‘Cynical’ Hague Tribunal

Mladic’s lawyer said that judges at the UN-backed war 
crimes court were trying to undermine the former Bosnian 

Serb military chief’s defence by labelling his witnesses 
irrelevant and repetitive.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence lawyer Branko Lukic on Monday condemned the Hague Tribunal 
judges for “limiting Mladic’s right to defence” and “changing the rules in 
the middle of the trial to the defence’s detriment”.

He was responding to the judges’ remarks before the trial’s summer break 
in July that Mladic’s witnesses’ statements were often irrelevant, giving 
generalised and repetitive testimony with limited value as evidence.

Lukic said that because the indictment labelled “all Bosnian Serbs older 
than 16” as participants in a joint criminal enterprise during the 1992-95 
war, no Serb witnesses could be considered irrelevant.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, as well as for terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo, the persecution of Muslims and Croats through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven 
municipalities, and for taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Goran Sehovac, who was a military policeman with the Ilidza Brigade of 
the Bosnian Serb Army in 1992, when he was 18 years old, testified on 
Monday as the trial resumed after its summer break that his unit never 
received an order to terrorise civilians in Sarajevo.

“We neither got an order to terrorise civilians, nor it was our intention 
to do itÖ Our only goal was to defend the Serbian municipality of Ilidza,” 
Sehovac said, adding that shots were fired on military enemies only.

He said that he had never heard that Bosnian Serb Army snipers opened 
fire at civilians in the city, but alleged that Muslim snipers shot at local 
people in Serb neighbourhoods.

The witness also denied the allegation that the Bosnian Serb Army blocked 
the passage of humanitarian convoys to Sarajevo. However he said that 
in 1993, he personally participated in the discovery of a large quantity of 
“NATO ammunition” in an UN peacekeeping convoy coming from Butmir 
airport.

The trial continues.
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25 JULY 2014

Ratko Mladic’s Allies Deny 
Srebrenica Massacres

Former Bosnian Serb fighters testified in defence of their 
wartime commander Ratko Mladic that they were not 
involved in the mass killing of Bosniak civilians from 

Srebrenica in 1995.

MARIJA RISTIC, JUSTICE REPORT

At the last week of Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal before its summer 
recess, former Bosnian Serb Army commander Zoran Kovacevic claimed 
that he didn’t see any abuse of Bosniak civilians after Serb forces took over 
the town of Srebrenica in July 1995.

“I was an honourable officer and no one from my brigade participated in 
the separation of men and women and the evacuation of civilians, except 
Momir Nikolic,” Kovacevic said.

Nikolic was one of the Bosnian Serb Army officers who admitted to the 
Hague Tribunal in 2003 that killings took place in Srebrenica and became 
one of the key prosecution witnesses in genocide cases. He was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison.

Bosnian Serb policamen Nenad Deronjic also testified in Mladic’s defence 
this week, claiming that he saw no killings of civilians in Srebrenica.

He also claimed that Nikolic gave false testimony about what he saw.

“As far as Momir Nikolic is concerned, it is known that he was lying about 
the events in Bratunac [a village near Srebrenica where large numbers 
of Bosniaks were murdered], so he could be cleared of the things he was 
accused of,” Deronjic said.

“Everything he said he saw was a lie,” he insisted.

In July 1995, Srebrenica was shelled and occupied by the Bosnian Serb 
forces despite having being declared a protected area by the United Na-
tions, and more than 7,000 Bosniak men and boys were killed in the days 
that followed.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, as well as for terrorising the 
population of Sarajevo, the persecution of Muslims and Croats through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven 
municipalities, and for taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial resumes in August.
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21 JULY 2014

Mladic’s Troops Deny Raping 
Bosniaks in Foca

Former Bosnian Serb Army troops testified at the trial 
of Ratko Mladic that volunteer fighters from Serbia and 

Montenegro were to blame for wartime crimes in the town 
of Foca.

MARIJA RISTIC, JUSTICE REPORT

Dragan Milanovic, former commander of Territorial Defence fighters in 
the Bosnian town of Foca, told Bosnian Serb ex-military chief Mladic’s 
trial at the Hague Tribunal that local people in his town were not respon-
sible for the expulsion, rape and killings of Bosniaks from the town in 
1992.

“Houses and everything were robbed by the dogs of war,” Milanovic said, 
referring to groups of volunteer fighters who came from Serbia and Mon-
tenegro to “defend Foca from Muslim occupation”.

Milanovic explained that the war broke out after Bosniaks tried to capture 
the town, burning Serb houses, after which the Serbs recaptured it, estab-
lishing their own war command in spring 1992.

Former Bosnian Serb general Mladic, who is on trial for genocide and war 
crimes in Bosnia, is also indicted for genocide in Foca.

Last week Mladic’s trial also heard the testimony of Milan Vujicic, another 
former Foca Territorial Defence fighter, who claimed that Bosniak women 
who were captured by the Bosnian Serbs were “safe”.

“This was their safe placeÖ Those were free womenÖ They were just placed 
here so they could be protected more efficiently,” Vujicic said, referring to 
the Partizan sports hall, where according to the indictment, a number of 
women were raped.

Asked whether he was informed of rapes taking place, Vujicic said: “I re-
ally didn’t hear that there were some incidents,”

Vujicic also confirmed the testimony of his colleague Milanovic, saying 
that a number of paramilitaries from Serbia and Montengro robbed Mus-
lim and Serbian houses in the area around the town.
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“This was taken care of when Ratko Mladic came and solved this,” Vujicic 
said, adding that after that, the paramilitaries withdrew from Foca.

On Friday, Zoran Nikolic, another Foca Territorial Defense fighter, also 
testified inMladic’s defence, claiming he was not aware of rapes of Bos-
niaks in the town in 1992.

“I heard that, but only after the warÖ.During the war, I didn’t hear that 
from anyone,” Nikolic said.

Asked by the prosecution whether he participated in any rapes, the wit-
ness denied it.

Both the Hague Tribunal and local courts in Bosnia and Herzegovina have 
ruled in several cases that mass killings, expulsion and rapes took place 
during spring 1992 in Foca, convicting a number of Bosnian Serbs of these 
crimes.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the population of Sarajevo, genocide in 
Srebrenica, the persecution of Muslims and Croats throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven municipalities, 
including Foca, and for taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues this week.
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10 JULY 2014

Bosnian Serb Officer Published 
Document Claiming Racial 

Superiority
Former Bosnian Serb Army officer Luka Dragicevic said he 

circulated the document, which said that Muslims were 
“genetically inferior” to Serbs, to his troops during the 

1992-95 war.

JUSTICE REPORT

Dragicevic told the trial of Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic at 
the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that that he had produced the wartime 
document which said that Serbs were genetically stronger, better-looking 
and more intelligent than Bosnian Muslims.

In the document that he gave to his units, Dragicevic wrote that ‘Poturice’ 
(‘half-Turks’, an offensive name for Bosniak converts to Islam) were “ge-
netically inferior”.

Dragicevic produced the document in his role as the wartime Assistant 
Commander for Morale, Religious and Political Affairs of the Sarajevo-Ro-
manija Corps of the Bosnian Serb Army.

When asked by prosecutor Adam Weber if he still believed what was writ-
ten in it, Dragicevic replied: “In essence, that is how the things standÖ-
from my experience.”

“That is racism and you are a racist,” prosecutor Weber suggested.

“Of course not,” Dragicevic responded.

Weber then confronted him with a sentence from the document which said 
that “we [the Serbs] are genetically stronger, better, more beautiful and 
more intelligent” than Bosniaks.

“That is my experience of life. I stand by my words,” the witness con-
firmed, although he added that the document “also contained some prop-
aganda designed in order to boost soldiers’ morale”.
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The prosecutor also quoted a passage from the document which said that 
“a well-tempered punch on the nose will force the ‘Poturice’ to change 
their religion again”.

Dragicevic again confirmed that he still believed what he wrote.

“Yes, I am saying that they frequently changed their religion and ethnic-
ityÖ and that they can invent a new religion and ethnicity very easily. I 
knew how we should fight them in order to be successful,” he said.

Dragicevic was testifying in defence of Mladic, who is on trial for with in 
Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, the persecution of the non-
Serb population, terrorising the population of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.
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07 JULY 2014

Ratko Mladic’s Soldiers ‘Only 
Defended Their Homes’

The Bosnian Serb military leader led a multi-ethnic army 
which never terrorised civilians in Sarajevo but was itself 

targeted by Bosniak snipers, a Mladic defence witness told 
the Hague Tribunal.

DENIS DZIDIC

Witness Slobodan Tusevljak, the former commander of a squad which was 
part of the First Sarajevo Motorised Brigade of the Bosnian Serb army, told 
Mladic’s trial last week that there were Croat and Bosniak soldiers among 
his troops and that a Croat was even the commander of the squad at one 
point.

In a statement made by Tusevljak during the investigation, which was 
read out in the courtroom, he also said that he had never received an order 
to attack civilians in Sarajevo.

He said however that attacks by the Bosnian Army killed more than 200 
soldiers and dozens of civilians on the road connecting the towns of Luka-
vica and Pale.

“People got killed in combat, but most were killed in sniper and artillery 
attacks. There is data about it, as well as a list of soldiers who were killed,” 
Tusevljak said.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the population of Sarajevo, genocide in 
Srebrenica, the persecution of Muslims and Croats throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven municipalities, 
and for taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

When asked by trial chamber chairman Alphonse Orie why the fact that 
some of the Bosnian Serb Army’s soldiers were Croats and Bosniaks was 
relevant to Mladic’s trial, defence lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic said that the 
fact that it was a multi-ethnic army “indicates that its members were just 
defending their homes”.

“Its composition says that they fought to defend their homes and that 
Serbs, Croats and Bosniaks were victims of the Army of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina,” Stojanovic said.
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“Considering the accusations about the terror against citizens in Sara-
jevo, we want to demonstrate that the terror was not as described in the 
indictment and it was committed against Sarajevo residents who failed to 
accept the political stance of the then Bosnian leadership. We are trying 
to prove that Serbs, Croats and Bosniaks who were present there suffered 
equally,” he explained.

Judge Orie said that he was “not sure” that he agreed.

“The chamber is not fully convinced that what you are saying is true. It 
is true that soldiers sometimes suffer during a war, but when a soldier 
gets killed in a war, it is not necessarily considered a crime irrespective of 
whether we like it or not. This is the reality of war,” Orie said.

Mladic’s trial resumes next week.
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26 JUNE 2014

Bosnian Serb Commander 
Ordered Sarajevo TV Bombing

A Bosnian Serb lieutenant-colonel told Ratko Mladic’s war 
crimes trial that he ordered an attack on Radio Television 

Sarajevo in 1995 because it was broadcasting ‘propaganda’ 
against Serbs.

JUSTICE REPORT

“On June 28, 1995, we launched a modified air-bomb at the RTS building, 
which was actually the radio and television of the First Corps of the Bos-
nia and Herzegovina Army,” Vladimir Radojcic, the former commander of 
the Bosnian Serb Army’s Ilidza Brigade, told the Hague Tribunal trial of 
Mladic on Wednesday.

“During the course of the war it broadcast the worst possible propagan-
da against the Serbian peopleÖ They presented us as the most notorious 
criminals,” said former lieutenant-colonel Radojcic.

Radojcic said that he “personally saw the bomb hitting the television 
building”.

“I was happy because of that,” the witness said.

The incident, in which one person was killed and 28 wounded, was orig-
inally included in the war crimes indictment against Mladic, the wartime 
chief of the Bosnian Serb Army, but was removed before the beginning of 
the trial.

Radojcic confirmed that he also targeted the Aleksa Santic school building 
in Sarajevo with the same type of bomb on April 7, 1995 because it was “a 
legitimate military target”.

“It was called a school, but a centre for the training of special [Bosnian 
Army] forces was located in it,” he said.

The bomb killed one person and wounded three others.

Radojcic said that the Bosnian Serb strategy was to protect its people 
around Sarajevo and prevent a breakthrough by Bosniak forces.
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“Blocking civilians was not our goal. There was no full blockade of Sa-
rajevo, as we always allowed civilians to leave. Our enemy did not allow 
that,” he said.

He insisted that the Ilidza Brigade only fired on military targets in the city, 
under orders from their top commanders.

Like previous defence witnesses at Mladic’s trial, Radojcic said that he had 
never received or given an order to attack or terrorise civilians.
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23 JUNE 2014

Bosnian Serb Commander 
Denies Bombarding Sarajevo 

Civilians
The trial of Ratko Mladic resumed after the Bosnian Serb 
Army chief’s brief illness with another military witness 

denying the indiscriminate shelling of civilians in besieged 
Sarajevo.

DENIS DZIDIC

Defence witness Milos Skrba, a former commander of one of the Bosnian 
Serb Army companies deployed to the hills surrounding Sarajevo during 
its siege, told the Hague Tribunal on Monday that that his unit did not 
have any heavy artillery at all, and had never issued nor received an order 
to open fire on civilians in the city.

He denied that the Bosnian Serb Army was responsible for a blast at Sa-
rajevo’s Markale marketplace on August 28, 1995, when 44 citizens were 
killed and 75 wounded, saying that his company did not have any 120mm 
rocket-launchers in the village of Studenkovici, from which, according to 
an investigation, the shell could have been fired.

Skrba also denied the allegation that a sniper bullet that wounded a three-
year old girl called Anisa Pita while she was playing in front of her house 
in the Sirokaca neighbourhood of Sarajevo, on December 19, 1992, was 
fired from positions held by his unit.

Skrba said that his company neither had sniper guns not trained snipers. 
He said that the Pita family’s house could not even be seen from his unit’s 
positions.

His company allowed the passage of all humanitarian convoys into Sara-
jevo during the siege, he insisted.

“We did not even control them. Military policemen did it at checkpointsÖ 
All the convoys passed uninterruptedly,” Skrba said.

Mladic is charged with genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Muslims 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in seven municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

His trial was suspended last week because he was suffering from stomach 
flu.



- 310 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

20 JUNE 2014

Ratko Mladic Trial Again 
Interrupted by Illness

The war crimes trial of the former Bosnian Serb military 
leader, which has been suspended several times because 

of Mladic’s health, was interrupted again when he was 
hospitalised.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic’s trial did not resume this week after he was taken to Bronovo 
hospital in The Hague on Monday suffering from stomach flu, his defence 
lawyer, Branko Lukic, told the judges.

After spending a day being treated, Mladic was returned to the hospital in 
the Hague Tribunal’s detention unit in Scheveningen.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie said that Mladic had not given up his right to 
attend the trial and so it could not continue in his absence.

Mladic has already had two strokes during the course of the trial, which 
began in 2012.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Muslims 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale 
of genocide in seven municipalities, terrorising the population of Sarajevo 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

It’s not yet clear whether the trial will resume next week.
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13 JUNE 2014

Serb Officer Insists Sarajevo 
Market Blast Was Staged

A Bosnian Serb Army officer insisted that Bosniak forces 
staged an attack that killed over 60 people at Sarajevo’s 
Markale market in 1994, Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial 

was told.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Milorad Batinic, who was an interpreter for UN military 
observers during the Bosnian war, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tri-
bunal this week how a Bosnian Serb Army officer said he believed that 
the deadly attack on the market in Sarajevo was faked to incriminate the 
Serbs.

He said that officer Marko Lugonja told the UN observers that after watch-
ing television footage after the blast on February 5, 1994 that he was 
“convinced that this thing was staged”.

“[Lugonja] said: ‘My service recorded everything and said what hap-
penedÖ Look at those two men, running away from the crime scene. That 
is suspicious. Look, he said, here is a plastic leg. Where did the leg come 
from? There is no body?

“Look at those pyramids of potatoes on the stalls ñ not one single potato 
fell down. Look at the bottles on the stalls ñ not one of them is broken, not 
one of them fell down,” he added.

He said that Lugonja suggested to the UN observers that the bodies had 
been brought to the marketplace from elsewhere and that “the number of 
killed and wounded people was too large for one grenade”.

The Bosnian Serb officer said that his forces could not have staged the 
attack because “it is not in our interest at all”.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the residents of Sarajevo with a lengthy 
shelling and sniping campaign. The indictment alleges that a grenade 
fired from Serb positions killed people 66 and wounded about 140 more at 
the Markale market in February 1994.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other munic-
ipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout the country, 
and for taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues on Monday.
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09 JUNE 2014

Mladic ‘Tried to Fight Serb 
Paramilitary Marauders’

Former Bosnian Serb policeman Dragomir Andan testified 
that his military leader Ratko Mladic told him in 1992 that 

his biggest problem was fighting to rein in paramilitary 
groups.

DENIS DZIDIC

Andan, a former police inspector at the Bosnian Serb Interior Ministry, 
testified at Mladic’s war crimes trial in The Hague on Friday that in July 
1992, he was told by the Bosnian Serb Army headquarters to go to the 
Zvornik area in order to fight a paramilitary unit called the Zute Ose (Yel-
low Wasps).

He said that he then went to a meeting at the headquarters and Mladic 
came into the room and told him: “Welcome to the club of honest men.”

“He asked me to report on the situation in Zvornik, Bijeljina and Brcko. 
When I finished, he said that Republika Srpska’s biggest problem was 
fighting against paramilitary formations,” Andan told the court.

“He said that we cannot stabilise the frontline until we settle accounts 
with the paramilitaries, who have one goal, and that is looting and expel-
ling innocent non-Serb civilians,” he said.

He added that Mladic told him that the police’s role was to ensure safety 
for all non-Serb civilians.

“Mladic said that this was the worst war that existed, because we were 
fighting people who speak the same language. He said that we have to be 
aware that our role is to take care that all the Muslims and Croats who are 
on the territory of Republika Srpska - who did not harm Serbian people - 
must be protected. He told me that we had to take into account the Geneva 
Convention,” he said.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the residents of Sarajevo, genocide in Sre-
brenica and seven other municipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and 
Croats throughout the country and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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05 JUNE 2014

Mladic Memorial Erected Near 
Sarajevo

A memorial plaque dedicated to the former Bosnian Serb 
military leader Ratko Mladic, who is on trial for genocide 
and other crimes in Bosnia, has been erected on the hills 

above Sarajevo.

JUSTICE REPORT

The plaque to Mladic, which was erected in the Vraca neighbourhood 
above Sarajevo, in the territory of the Bosnian Serb entity, was raised by 
the former fighters union of Eastern Sarajevo.

“In this place, on May 19, 1992, the commander of the Republika Srpska 
Army Main Headquarters, Ratko Mladic, mustered two battalions of the 
self-organized people of the Novo Sarajevo municipality,” it reads.

The head of the Eastern Sarajevo former fighters union, Dragisa Tusevljak, 
said the plaque marked the anniversary of the formation of the First Sara-
jevo Motorized Brigade of the Bosnian Serb army.

Mladic is on trial before the Hague war crimes tribunal for terrorizing the 
people of Sarajevo through a shelling and sniping campaign that lasted 
from 1992 to 1995.

The sniping and shelling killed and wounded thousands of civilians of 
both sexes and all ages, including children and the elderly, the indictment 
reads.

Sarajevo Mayor Ivo Komsic issued a statement on Thursday calling Mladic 
a “war criminal”, adding that erecting a plaque to him sent a “bad mes-
sage”.

Edina Kamenica, a Sarajevo-based journalist who has written extensively 
about crimes committed by Bosnian Serb forces in the Vraca and Grbavica 
municipalities, told BIRN that putting up a memorial to Mladic was ab-
surd.

“It makes absolutely no sense to put up a plaque to him there after those 
crimes. I would also say it makes no sense to celebrate him anywhere. 
This, unfortunately, only speaks about the misguided value system we are 
seeing today in Bosnia,” Kamenica said.
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05 JUNE 2014

Bosniaks Left Serb Territory 
‘Fearing Revenge Attacks’

The former local government chief in the town of Pale told 
Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial 
that Bosniaks were not expelled from the area, but wanted 

to leave.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Zdravko Cvoro, the former head of the Pale local government, told Mlad-
ic’s war crimes trial at the Hague Tribunal on Wednesday that Bosniaks 
left his municipality voluntarily in the spring of 1992.

He said that they requested permission from the municipality’s Serb au-
thorities to go to Sarajevo because they feared revenge for the killings of 
Serbs in other places.

Cvoro insisted that the Serbian authorities first asked them to stay, but 
finally agreed to their demands on April 18 and organised their departure 
with a police escort.

During cross-examination, the Hague prosecutor told Cvoro that the Bos-
niaks said in their request to be allowed to leave that they were subjected 
to abuse and intimidation in Pale.
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But Cvoro responded that he personally tried to explain to them that they 
did not have to leave. Some Serbs, who understood the decision as tacit 
permission to break into Bosniaks’ homes, were quickly arrested by police, 
the witness added.

Cvoro said that the Serb authorities escorted 400 Bosniaks to Sarajevo af-
ter they were brought to Pale from the town of Bratunac.

“We felt responsible to protect them and give them security in some way,” 
Cvoro said.

Although he refused to call the Bosniaks prisoners because “we did not 
imprison them”, he admitted that “they were not free”.

“Obviously they were not arrested according to the law,” he added.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for genocide in Sre-
brenica and seven other municipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and 
Croats in numerous municipalities, including Pale, for terrorising the res-
idents of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The trial continues.
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04 JUNE 2014

Bosnian Serb Army ‘Didn’t Cut 
Power to Sarajevo’

The war crimes trial of former Bosnian Serb military chief 
Ratko Mladic was told that his forces never intentionally 

cut electricity supplies to Sarajevo civilians during the war.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Veljko Lubura, the wartime director of the Power Trans-
mission Company in Ilidza near Sarajevo, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague 
Tribunal on Tuesday that he had never received an order from Bosnian 
Serb political and military leaders to stop electricity supplies to the be-
sieged capital.

“I would not have done that, even if I had received such instructions. All of 
my workers and I did our best to make sure that both the Serb and Muslim 
side would get enough electricity,” the witness said.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising the residents of Sarajevo with a lengthy 
shelling and sniping campaign. The indictment also alleges that Bosnian 
Serb leadership deprived civilians in Sarajevo of electricity, water and gas, 
using it as a tool for putting pressure on the Bosniak authorities.

Mladic is also on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other munic-
ipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout the country 
and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Lubura said that Bosniak forces, rather than Mladic’s troops, obstructed 
repairs of overhead power lines necessary for delivering electricity to the 
city, most of which were located on their territory.

For example, Lubura said that the Bosniaks prevented the repair of a sub-
station in Vogosca that a military plant which was located on Serb-held 
territory would not have power. He suggested that was the reason why 
civilians in Sarajevo were also deprived of electricity.

He also accused Bosniak fighters of shelling another substation and cut-
ting power lines.

Lubura testified that in July 1993 he offered to transfer electricity via over-
head lines from Montenegro to the Otoka and Skenderija neighbourhoods 
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in Sarajevo. To do that, it was necessary to repair a power line in the city, 
but “the Muslims did not show any interest in that”, he said.

During the cross-examination, the prosecutors referred to documents in-
dicating that the Serb side prevented the repairs of electrical installations, 
but the witness stuck to his claims.

He said that he did not know that the Bosnian Serb Army asked Bosniak 
forces for “military trade-offs” in return for getting electricity into the 
city.

“I responsibly claim that the electricity supply to Sarajevo was never cut 
off, except in case of a breakdown... Sarajevo had electricity,” Lubura in-
sisted several times even after having been presented with a document 
which said that the city’s downtown area had no electricity for 140 days 
during 1993.

The trial continues.
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03 JUNE 2014

Ratko Mladic ‘Wasn’t in Hiding’ 
After the War

Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic lived normally at 
his apartment in Belgrade from 1997 until 2001, his former 

security officer told his war crimes trial in The Hague.

JUSTICE REPORT

Dragan Lalovic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army unit in 
charge of Mladic’s security, told the international court on Monday that 
Mladic arrived in Serbia in March 1997 and did not go into hiding despite 
the fact that the Hague Tribunal indicted him for alleged war crimes in 
1995.

“He went to his apartment [in Belgrade]Ö he never stopped living in that 
apartmentÖ He occasionally visited some army places, but he would re-
turn to that apartment,” Lalovic said.

He stressed that Mladic was living a relatively normal life in Belgrade.

“I was not helping Mladic to hide because, while he was in Serbia, he was 
not hidingÖ He was in Belgrade like any other citizen, he was going to 
the marketÖ to the grocery store to buy breadÖ to football matches,” he 
explained.

Lalovic also confirmed that he was aware of the war crimes indictment 
and the international arrest warrant for Mladic, but said that he was under 
orders from the Bosnian Serb Army to protect him. The Serbian authorities 
only issued an arrest warant for him in 2002.

Asked by the prosecution if Mladic visited the Topcider army barracks in 
Belgrade, where two army officers were killed in 2004, the witness initial-
ly answered no.

But after additional questioning, he admitted that Mladic did at one point 
visit Topcider to talk with some Bosnian Serb soldiers who were in charge 
of his security and were based there.

The prosecution lawyer quoted an interview given to BIRN by the father 
of one of the officers who died, who alleged that they were killed because 
they saw Mladic at the barracks.
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“I had no idea that place in Topcider existed until that happened... I don’t 
know what I have to do with it, I was already retired at the time... I cannot 
believe that that happened in such way,” Lalovic responded.

Following the killings of the soldiers, the Serbian Army and its military 
court launched an investigation which resulted in a ruling that one soldier 
killed the other and then committed suicide.

But another investigation, initiated by the families and supported by a 
state commission, found that an unknown third person killed the two ser-
vicemen.

A further investigation into the case has yet to produce any results.
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30 MAY 2014

Ratko Mladic’s Troops ‘Didn’t 
Shell Sarajevo Market’

Two former Bosnian Serb Army soldiers told the trial of 
their wartime commander Ratko Mladic that Bosniak 
forces were responsible for attacking civilians in the 

besieged capital.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence witness Slavko Gengo told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal 
this week that explosions at the Markale market and in Vase Miskina 
Street in Sarajevo, as well as in the centre of the town of Tuzla, in which 
hundreds of citizens were killed, were “staged” by the Bosniak authorities 
in Sarajevo.

Gengo, a former battalion commander with the First Romanija Brigade of 
the Bosnian Serb Army, said that Bosniak forces, not the Serbs, were re-
sponsible for the Markale marketplace blasts in February 1994 and August 
1995.

He said that the Bosnian Serb Army requested that a joint commission be 
formed in order to investigate who was responsible for the first attack on 
Markale, but the Bosnian Army turned the proposal down.

“The Muslims rejected it, probably because they were afraid of the truth, 
because it would be proved that what happened at Markale was staged in 
Sarajevo, just like all the other planned events ñ in Vase Miskina Street, 
then they did it at Markale, then they did it in Tuzla; all those things were 
staged,” Gengo said.

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic is charged with terrorising 
civilians in Sarajevo with a lengthy shelling and sniping campaign, com-
mitting genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, persecut-
ing Bosniaks and Croats and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The indictment against Mladic alleges that his units fired the grenades at 
Markale market place in February 1994 and August 1995, but the blasts in 
Vase Miskina Street in May 1992 and Tuzla in May 1995 are not included 
in his indictment.
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A second defence witness this week, Dragan Maletic, told the trial that 
Bosnian Army snipers killed many civilians in the Sarajevo neighbour-
hoods of Grbavica and Vraca during the siege.

“Our enemy used fire unselectively, irrespective of whether civilians or 
soldiers would be hit on our side,” said Maletic, a former assistant com-
mander of a Bosnian Serb Army battalion in the area.

Maletic said that although his battalion “suffered loses”, it never opened 
fire on civilians in the city, especially not sniper fire, because it was strict-
ly prohibited by “a permanent order” issued by higher commanders.

Mladic’s trial will resume next week.
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23 MAY 2014

Mladic Knew of Batko’s Crimes 
in Grbavica

The trial of Ratko Mladic continued with testimony by 
Defence witness Branko Radan, who admitted that 

crimes were committed against Bosniaks and Croats in 
the Grbavica neighbourhood of Sarajevo, but denied that 

Serbian authorities deported them.

JUSTICE REPORT

Radan, who headed the Serbian municipality of Novo Sarajevo in 1992 and 
1993, said a group of “nine people who came from elsewhere” and com-
mitted crimes, creating “a big problem” for the authorities in Grbavica.

He said that the group was led by Veselin Vlahovic, known as Batko.

“We did not give them support. We wanted to remove them from our ter-
ritory in every possible way. In the end we managed to do it in cooperation 
with the military and civil police,” Radan said.

Radan was not able to answer a question about when Vlahovic’s group was 
forced to leave the neighbourhood.

“Batko, whose crimes are known, was removed from our territory in 1992 
or 1993. He returned later on, but he was then removed permanently,” the 
witness said, explaining that he left the post as president of the municipal 
government in March 1993.

Radan said that “criminals were not part of the system at all. They wore 
uniforms, but they did not form units”.

He said that about 300 non-Serbian citizens left Grbavica by crossing Riv-
er Miljacka and reaching part of the city under Bosniak/Muslim control in 
late September 1992.

However, he said that this was not a deportation and that the Bosniaks 
left in order to “be more secure”, as their houses in Grbavica were on the 
frontlines.

“Neighbours agreed to cross the bridge, because they could not stand gun-
fire on the frontline any moreÖThis was a gesture of good will. Nobody 
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deported themÖThe authorities did not participate in that agreement,” 
Radan said.

Mladic, former Commander of the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, is charged 
with having terrorized citizens of Sarajevo, genocide in Srebrenica and 
seven other municipalities, persecution of Bosniaks and Croats and taking 
UNPROFOR members hostage.

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina last year sentenced Veselin Vlahovic 
to 45 years in prison for crimes committed in Grbavica.

During the cross-examination Prosecutor Camille Bibles faced witness 
Radan with an allegation that the Republika Srpska authorities knew about 
Vlahovic’s crimes in Grbavica and nothing to prevent or punish them. 
“They may have known, but I did not know that they knew,” Radan re-
sponded.

Quoting Mladic’s own notes from July 1992, the Prosecutor suggested to 
the witness that the VRS Commander also “knew that Batko was terroriz-
ing Grbavica”. “He probably knew that, because we made an initiative to 
remove him,” Radan responded.

The trial of Mladic is due to continue on Friday, May 23.
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20 MAY 2014

Bosnian Serb Forces ‘Never 
Targeted Sarajevo Civilians’

Former Bosnian Serb Army officer Predrag Trapara testified 
in the defence of his ex-commander Ratko Mladic in The 
Hague, saying that his unit did not intentionally fire on 

civilians.

Ratko Mladic in court. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Trapara, the former commander of the First Sarajevo Motorised Brigade of 
the Bosnian Serb Army, told Mladic’s trial at the international tribunal on 
Tuesday that his troops only defended their positions from attacks by the 
Bosniak forces from Sarajevo.

He said that he never received an order, or had any intention, to terrorise 
the population of Sarajevo, or to cause civilian casualties.

According to Trapara, he constantly received orders from his command to 
fire only at enemy troops and only targeted Bosnian Army position where 
he was “sure there were no civilians”.

He claimed however that the Bosnian Army “abused” civilian buildings in 
the Lukavica settlement of the capital by using them as military positions.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipali-
ties, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Her-
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zegovina, terrorising the residents of Sarajevo through a lengthy cam-
paign of shelling and sniping, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Trapara denied claims by the Hague prosecution that Bosnian Serb Army 
stopped the convoys with humanitarian aid getting through to civilians in 
Sarajevo, using them as a tool of warfare.

Prosecutor Milber Shin asked the witness whether he knew that members 
of the Sarajevo-Romanija corps of the Bosnian Serb Army committed war 
crimes.

Trapara replied: “There were war crimes, but the perpetrators were not 
from the corps, but ‘volunteers’... I believe that there were no war crimes 
on our part.”

The prosecutor challenged the credibility of the witness by asking whether 
he was arrested in Sarajevo in the autumn of 1991, during the transporta-
tion of a large amount of weapon and ammunitions, and Trapara did not 
deny it.

Mladic opened his defence on Monday by calling former Bosnian Serb 
Army officer Milo Sladoje, who also denied that his forces intentionally 
shot at civilians in Sarajevo.

Sladoje said that the Army “exclusively defended itself” from attacks by 
Bosniak forces launched from the city.

Mladic’s trial continues on Wednesday.
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19 MAY 2014

Ratko Mladic Begins War 
Crimes Defence

Former Bosnian Serb Army chief Mladic has begun his 
defence at the Hague Tribunal against charges of genocide 
and crimes against humanity during the 1992-95 conflict.

BIRN

The 72-year-old former Bosnian Serb commander called his first defence 
witness at the UN-backed court in The Hague on Monday as he seeks to 
prove that he is innocent of some of the worst atrocities of the Bosnian 
war.

He is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, terrorising the residents of Sarajevo through a lengthy campaign of 
shelling and sniping, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Mladic called Mile Sladoje, a former Bosnian Serb Army officer in the Sa-
rajevo area during wartime, as his first witness. Sladoje testified that he 
was never ordered to target civilians in the besieged city.

He said that Serb forces only responded to fire coming from Bosniak 
troops who had set up their positions in civilian areas of Sarajevo, adding 
that “there was no part of town which had a [Bosnian] army unit or an 
army base”.

The Tribunal has allowed 207.5 hours for Mladic’s defence to examine his 
proposed 336 witnesses, the same amount of time that was given to the 
prosecution in the case.

The names of the witnesses are not yet known, although according to his 
lawyers, 122 of them have already testified in the defence of former Bos-
nian Serb political leader Radovan Karadzic at the Hague court.

The former Bosnian Serb military chief’s trial started in 2012, after he 
spent more than a decade on the run.

Last month, the Hague Tribunal turned down his request to quash the 
genocide and war crime charges against him midway through his trial, 
saying that the prosecution had presented enough evidence so far to sug-
gest that the wartime general could be found guilty of the charges in all 11 
counts of his indictment.

Mladic has condemned the Hague Tribunal as a “devil’s court” created 
only to prosecute Serbs, and has said that he does not recognise it as legit-
imate. His trial has been suspended several times because he has suffered 
from health problems.
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15 APRIL 2014

Hague Tribunal Rejects Ratko 
Mladic’s Acquittal Plea

The international court turned down former Bosnian Serb 
military chief Ratko Mladic’s request to quash the genocide 

and war crime charges against him midway through his 
trial.

DENIS DZIDIC

Judges at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
on Tuesday rejected Mladic’s demand for acquittal, saying that the pros-
ecution had presented enough evidence so far to suggest that the wartime 
general could be found guilty of the charges in all 11 counts of his indict-
ment.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie said that the evidence presented by the pros-
ecution could lead to the conclusion that Mladic was an active participant 
in a joint criminal enterprise during the 1992-95 conflict.

“The chamber considers that there is evidence upon which, if accepted, 
a reasonable trier of fact could be satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that 
there existed a joint criminal enterprise of members of the Bosnian Serb 
leadership and military, including the accused Mladic and [former polit-
ical leader] Radovan Karadzic, the purpose of which was to permanent-
ly remove non-Serbs from Serb territories through the commission of 
crimes,” said the judge.

Judge Orie also said that the prosecution witnesses, experts and material 
evidence was of sufficient quality and quantity that it could lead to the 
conclusion that Mladic was guilty of genocide in seven Bosnian munici-
palities in 1992 and in Srebrenica in 1995.

He read out quotes from witness statements about mass killings in Pri-
jedor, Foca and Vlasenica as well as Srebrenica, along with excerpts from 
Mladic’s wartime diary, saying that they could also lead to the conclusion 
that Mladic was aware of the crimes committed by his subordinates from 
1992 to 1995.

The judge specifically highlighted the testimonies of former Bosnian Serb 
troops Drazen Erdemovic and Momir Nikolic, who have been convicted of 
taking part in the Srebrenica killings and testified against Mladic.



- 328 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

“Nikolic testified that in the afternoon of July 13, 1995 he met Mladic 
on the crossroads in Konjevic Polje where there were Bosniak prisoners. 
Mladic approached them and said they should not worry. Returning to the 
vehicle, Nikolic asked Mladic what would really happen to them, to which 
Mladic responded by smiling and making a sweeping gesture at the middle 
of his body, from which witness Nikolic concluded they would be killed,” 
explained Orie.

Referring to evidence relating to the torture and sexual violence charges 
against Mladic, Orie said that witnesses had made it clear that they suf-
fered “cruel and inhumane treatment” while held at Serb-run detention 
camps.

He quoted one witness who told the UN-backed court: “They knew that a 
raped woman can never be healed. They wanted to destroy us.”

The judge added that the court had carefully examined the evidence relat-
ing to the charges accusing Mladic of terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage, and concluded that “there is sufficient 
evidence for these counts to stand”.

Mladic’s lawyers had argued that there was no evidence that Mladic had 
genocidal intent or ordered the execution of about 7,000 Bosniaks from 
Srebrenica in July 1995, and insisted that the prosecution had failed to 
prove that Mladic participated in a joint criminal enterprise which aimed 
to exterminate and expel the Bosniak population.

The former Bosnian Serb military chief’s trial started in 2012, after he 
spent more than a decade on the run. His lawyers will begin presenting 
his defence next month.
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08 APRIL 2014

Ruling on Mladic Acquittal 
Request Due April 15

The trial chamber of the Hague tribunal is to decide on the 
request of Ratko Mladic’s defence for his release after the 

prosecution presents its case on April 15.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mladic’s defence team last month asked the trial chamber to drop all 
counts of the indictment, which charges former Bosnian Serb military 
leader with genocide in Srebrenica, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats 
throughout Bosnia - that reached the scale of genocide in seven munic-
ipalities - terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

Mladic’s defence said the prosecution failed to prove Mladic’s guilt during 
its evidence hearings, which finished last December.

The prosecution in turn asked the Trial Chamber to reject the request, 
saying hundreds of witnesses and thousands of items of presented evi-
dence had clearly showed that Mladic was among the “most prominent 
members of the joint criminal enterprise” and played the lead key role in 
the crimes.

Mladic’s trial started in May 2012. If the request for acquittal is rejected, 
Mladic’s defence team will present its case in May.
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19 MARCH 2014

Defence Denies Mladic Had 
Genocidal Ambitions

Ratko Mladic’s defence says the former Bosnian Serb Army 
commander ‘did not give any orders for any crimes’ during 

the war in Bosnia.

JUSTICE REPORT

On the third day of presenting a request for Mladic’s acquittal of all charg-
es of genocide in Srebrenica and other municipalities, as well as all oth-
er counts in the indictment, lawyer Dejan Ivetic told the Hague court on 
Wednesday that the prosecution had failed to prove any counts of the in-
dictment.

Prosecutors say they have established Mladic’s guilt for all the counts of 
indictment. Mladic is charged with genocide over the slaughter of 7,000 
Bosniaks in Srebrenica after the Bosnian Serb Army seized the enclave on 
July 11, 1995.

He is also charged with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven 
municipalities, of terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and of taking UN peace-
keepers hostage.

The defence countered that it has not been proven that Mladic had “geno-
cidal intent” towards Bosniaks from Srebrenica as an ethnic group.

Ivetic also noted that Mladic had in some sense opposed Bosnian Serb war 
aims, referring to Mladic’s words at the Republika Srpska assembly, when 
he said that he did “not want the war with the Muslims and Croats as peo-
ples,” but only their extremist leaders.

Ivetic said that Mladic did not have command or control over the paramil-
itaries and police units that committed crimes in Bosnia, suggesting that 
they were under the command of former Bosnian Serb president, Radovan 
Karadzic, who is also on trial in the Hague.

Prosecutor Dermot Groome said, however, that the evidence showed that 
the police and paramilitaries had committed crimes against non-Serbs “in 
partnership with the Bosnian Serb Army.
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“The participants in the joint criminal enterprise continued to use the 
paramilitaries and they knew for years that they had committed crimes,” 
Groome said.

Tensions between Mladic and Karadzic, according to the prosecutors, de-
spite occasional disagreements, “never threatened the aim of the joint 
criminal enterprise”.

Commenting on defence claims that Mladic had never ordered the crimes, 
presiding judge Alphons Orie asked Ivetic about an intercepted conversa-
tion in which Bosnian Serb Army commander ordered an artillery attack 
on the Sarajevo suburb of Pofalici in the spring of 1992, because there was 
“not much of a Serbian population” there.

After challenging the authenticity of the recording, Ivetic, on consulting 
the accused, said that Mladic was concerned that the remaining Serbs in 
Pofalici might become the target of “revenge” attacks by local Bosniaks 
following the bombardment.

Judge Orie said the trial chamber would soon make a decision on Mlad-
ic’s request for acquittal. If the request is rejected, Mladic’s defence team 
should start presenting their case on May 13.
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18 MARCH 2014

Hague Tribunal Urged to Reject 
Mladic’s Acquittal Bid

The Hague prosecution said evidence already shows that 
Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic committed war 

crimes and his appeal for release halfway through his trial 
should be denied.

DENIS DZIDIC

“The prosecution called hundreds of witnesses and presented thousands 
of pieces of evidence. This evidence clearly shows the truth about all the 
crimes and criminal acts in the indictment, as well as the Mladic’s role 
in these acts and his responsibility,” prosecutor Dermot Groome told the 
international court’s judges on Tuesday.

Mladic on Monday appealed for acquittal at the mid-point of his trial, ar-
guing that there was “no evidence” that he committed genocide and other 
wartime crimes.

But the prosecutor said that Mladic and former Bosnian Serb President 
Radovan Karadzic, who is also on trial in The Hague, were “the most 
prominent members of the joint criminal enterprise”.

“All the evidence clearly shows that Mladic was the key figure in the es-
tablishment of the joint criminal enterprise from May 1992 to November 
1995, aimed at permanently and forcibly removing Bosniaks and Croats 
through ethnic cleansing and crimes of persecution, killings and other 
atrocities,” said Groome.

Mladic’s defence wants the court to drop charges of genocide in Srebreni-
ca, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herze-
govina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven municipalities, ter-
rorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

But the prosecutor said that all the crimes listed in the indictment were 
used as a way of fulfilling the objectives of the Bosnian Serb joint criminal 
enterprise during wartime.

“The terror of shelling and sniper shooting in Sarajevo was used to put 
pressure on the Bosniak government and international community to 
meet the demographic goals of Serbs, and taking the UN peacekeeping 
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hostage to pressure UN and NATO. The most notable in doing that were 
Karadzic and general Mladic,” said the prosecutor.

Groome rejected a claim by Mladic’s defence that the prosecution was es-
sentially arguing that the Bosnian Serb commander “must be guilty of the 
crimes of his subordinates”.

“Mladic contributed to the commission of crimes with his authority and 
ability to engage the authorities in the implementation of criminal acts. 
Mladic was supervising the collaboration of the Bosnian Serb Army with 
other institutions, which worked with other members of the joint criminal 
enterprise,” said the prosecutor.

Groome cited witnesses and experts who testified that Mladic was present 
at the scenes of crimes, as well as about his control over the troops on the 
ground, who he commanded “directly and actively”.

Mladic’s defence will present its rebuttal of the prosecution claims on 
Wednesday.
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17 MARCH 2014

Mladic Demands Acquittal 
Halfway Through Trial

Halfway through his war crimes trial at the Hague Tribunal, 
former Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko Mladic’s defence 

asked the court to drop all the charges against him.

JUSTICE REPORT

Defence lawyer Dejan Ivetic asked the trial chamber on Monday to drop 
all counts of the indictment which charges Mladic with genocide in Sre-
brenica, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven municipalities, 
of terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Ivetic said that there was “no evidence” that Mladic had “genocidal intent” 
to destroy Bosniaks from Srebrenica as an ethnic group, adding that the 
prosecution had failed to prove that Mladic participated in a joint criminal 
enterprise which aimed to exterminate and expel the Bosniak population.

He also said that there was no evidence that Mladic ordered the execution 
of about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in July 1995, arguing that there 
was no proof that Mladic was present at any of the execution sites listed 
in the indictment, and adding that the military chief was in Belgrade from 
July 14 to 16 that year.

Mladic’s defence also claimed that he could not be found guilty of the 
killings of boys and men from Srebrenica at the end of July 1995 in the 
Trnovo area, because that crime was committed by the members of the 
Scorpions paramilitary unit, who were under the control of the Serbian 
state security service.

“There is no evidence that Mladic gave any criminal order to the perpetra-
tors of those crimes,” said Ivetic.

Ivetic quoted Mladic’s orders for the disarmament and removal from the 
battlefield of paramilitaries who were not under his command, such as 
Zeljko Raznatovic Arkan’s ‘Tigers’ unit.

He also said that there was no “genocidal intent” because Mladic removed 
a sentence from the operational directive for action in Srebrenica in the 
spring of 1995, which ordered Bosnian Serb troops to create intolerable 
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conditions of complete insecurity with no hope for further survival for the 
Muslim population in the area.

Referring to the charges of genocide in seven other municipalities, the 
defence referred to the findings of demography expert Ewa Tabeau, who 
testified during the trial that two per cent of Bosniaks were killed during 
the war.

Ivetic meanwhile dismissed the allegations that Mladic participated in 
a joint criminal enterprise aimed at permanently and forcibly removing 
Bosniaks and Croats.

He said that Mladic opposed the adoption of the Bosnian Serb war aims 
which included the separation of Serbs from the other two ethnic groups 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and cited the military chief’s stated view that 
he did not think “that Muslims should be expelled”.

“We oppose and object to the charges and prosecution evidence entirely,” 
said Ivetic.

He said that Mladic and his defence “cannot wait” to start presenting its 
evidence on May 13 and to reveal “all the lies” of the prosecution and its 
witnesses.

“When he presents the truth, General Mladic will show that he is inno-
cent,” Ivetic said

“He acted honourably defending his country and his people,” the lawyer 
added.

The prosecution will reply to Mladic’s request for release on Tuesday.
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28 JANUARY 2014

Mladic Snubs Karadzic in Hague 
Courtroom

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic 
refused to answer questions about the war at Radovan 
Karadzic’s trial, condemning the Hague Tribunal as the 

“devil’s court”.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mladic refused to reply to his former political leader Karadzic’s questions 
on Tuesday, despite being ordered to appear as a defence witness by the 
international court, claiming poor health and fears that he could damage 
his own war crimes defence at the Hague Tribunal.

“I cannot stand this court and I do not recognise it, so I cannot testify 
or make an oath, because you are pressuring me and my people,” Mladic 
began by saying.

After finally taking the oath and requesting a break because he had forgot-
ten his false teeth, Mladic only replied in detail to the first question that 
he was asked by Karadzic, about his personal and military background.

“I am 71 years old and I have had many military positionsÖ This is the only 
question I will answer. I am refusing to answer the rest of the questions 
because of my poor health and because I have the right as a defendant,” 
he said.

Karadzic went on to ask Mladic whether the former Bosnian Serb com-
mander had ever informed him that captives from Srebrenica had been or 
would be killed, and whether he knew that people in Sarajevo were being 
subjected to a sniping and shelling campaign.

He also asked about the reasons for the attacks on Sarajevo, whether those 
reasons were conveyed to him and whether Karadzic and Mladic ever had 
an agreement to expel Bosniaks and Croats from territories controlled by 
Serb forces.

But Mladic repeatedly responded that he could not give an answer because 
of his poor health and his defence in his own trial.

Mladic had prepared a seven-page document that he wanted to read in the 
courtroom, but the Hague Tribunal judges refused to allow him to do so.
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In response to this, the ex-general said the Tribunal was a “devil’s court”, 
a “NATO court”, and a court created only to prosecute Serbs.

Karadzic and Mladic were appearing together in the Hague courtroom for 
the first time on Tuesday.

Standing a few metres apart, the two men spoke to each other with re-
spect. Karadzic addressed Mladic as “Mr. General”, while Mladic called 
Karadzic “Mr. President”.

Mladic said that he and Karadzic were “not defending ourselves, but the 
Serb people”, and adding that he thought highly of his former political 
leader’s “efforts to save our people”.

Thy are both on trial, in separate cases, for genocide in Srebrenica and 
seven other municipalities, persecution of the Bosniak and Croat popula-
tion throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the citizens of Sara-
jevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

In December last year the Tribunal issued a warrant obliging Mladic to 
testify after he had previously refused Karadzic’s invitation to do so.

Mladic’s defence attorney Branko Lukic again told the Tribunal on Tues-
day morning that his client was not capable of testifying for health rea-
sons. However, presiding judge O-Gon Kwon said that the court believed 
he was well enough to appear.
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13 DECEMBER 2013

Final Prosecution Witness 
Testifies Against Mladic

The Hague Tribunal prosecution has called the final 
witness in the case against former Bosnian Serb military 

chief Ratko Mladic, who said the defendant did not 
investigate his subordinates’ crimes.

JUSTICE REPORT

The last prosecution witness in the trial, military expert Reynaud The-
unens, testified this week that in his role as commander of the Bosnian 
Serb Army, Mladic did not initiate any investigations into allegations of 
war crimes.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence attorney Dejan Ivetic ques-
tioned whether courts martial and prosecutions came under the respon-
sibility of the Bosnian Serb Army’s main headquarters, which was com-
manded by Mladic.

Theunens said that he had come across a document which said that mil-
itary judiciary was subordinate to Radovan Karadzic, the supreme com-
mander of the Bosnian Serb armed forces, Mladic’s political boss.

In an attempt to prove that Mladic did not have the power to tackle par-
amilitary forces whose members committed war crimes, defence coun-
sel Ivetic presented a document which indicated that the Bosnian Serb 
Army commander had requested that Karadzic and the Bosnian Serb in-
terior ministry take action to withdraw paramilitary boss Zeljko ‘Arkan’ 
Raznatovic’s unit, whose fighters had killed Bosniaks, from the Sanski 
Most area.

But Theunens responded by saying that “a commander is responsible for 
all units within his zone of responsibility”.

Theunens gave the same answer when asked about Mladic’s command 
and control over the Special Police Brigade, whose members, according to 
the charges, massacred 1,000 Muslims from Srebrenica in the village of 
Kravica, near Bratunac, two days after the fall of the UN-protected enclave 
in July 1995.
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Mladic is charged with genocide against about 7,000 Muslim men in Sre-
brenica, persecution of Muslims and Croats throughout Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers 
hostage.

Presiding judge Alphons Orie said that Mladic’s trial will continue in the 
last week of February next year, when the defence will present a motion 
asking for acquittal after the prosecution’s evidence.
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06 DECEMBER 2013

Ratko Mladic ‘Actively Led’ 
Bosnian Serb Offensives

The last prosecution witness at Ratko Mladic’s war crimes 
trial in The Hague testified that the former Bosnian Serb 

Army chief took active charge of military operations during 
the war.

JUSTICE REPORT

Military expert Reynaud Theunens told the Hague Tribunal this week that 
Mladic was a “very active” commander during the 1992-95 Bosnian war, 
and “very much involved” in field operations.

“In case he was dissatisfied with how his orders were carried out, Mlad-
ic intervened immediately. Instead of sitting in the main headquarters, 
Mladic moved through the areas where combats were conductedÖ thus 
actively leading the combat activities,” Theunens said in testimony based 
on his analysis of Bosnian Serb Army documents.

He said that Mladic was “very well informed”, receiving daily combat re-
ports and personally getting his own information through numerous field 
visits to his units.

Theunens also said that Mladic’s forces were focused until the end of the 
Bosnian war on achieving the six strategic goals which were adopted by 
the Bosnian Serbs’ Republika Srpska Assembly on May 12, 1992.

The witness explained that those goals included the separation of Serbs 
from Bosniaks and Croats, the division of Sarajevo, the elimination of the 
River Drina as the border between Serbs, making a corridor connecting 
Serb territories with Serbia, the establishment of a western border on the 
River Neretva and ensuring access to the Adriatic coast.

Theunens said that Bosnian Serb Army’s main headquarters made strate-
gic decisions according to instructions received from the supreme com-
mand led by President Radovan Karadzic, who is also on trial at The Hague 
for genocide and other crimes.

Mladic is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, the persecution of 
Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which reached 
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the scale of genocide in seven municipalities, terrorising civilians in Sara-
jevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

This week, presiding judge Alphons Orie announced that the beginning of 
the presentation of evidence by Mladic’s defence could be scheduled for 
May 13 next year.

Mladic’s defence attorney Branko Lukic had previously requested the Tri-
bunal to allow the defence six months to prepare after the completion of 
the prosecution’s evidence.

Theunens is due to continue testifying at Mladic’s trial next week, when 
the prosecution will finish presenting its evidence.
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29 NOVEMBER  2013

Mladic to Answer for Newly-
Discovered Bosnia Grave

The Hague Tribunal prosecution said a recently-uncovered 
mass grave near Prijedor containing hundreds of 

bodies will be used as evidence in former Bosnian Serb 
commander Ratko Mladic’s trial.

JUSTICE REPORT

Prosecutor Dermot Groome told the court this week that although the ev-
idence against Mladic will be complete in two weeks’ time, he will ask to 
present further evidence from the mass grave in Tomasica near Prijedor, 
which was found earlier this year, after it has been fully exhumed in early 
2014.

So far the remains of 470 people, believed to be Bosniaks and Croats killed 
in 1992, have been found at Tomasica since August after the mass grave 
was discovered following a tip-off from a Bosnian Serb soldier.

However snow and a lack of resources have been slowing the process of 
digging up the human remains, Groome said.

The evidence from Tomasica relates to the first count in Mladic’s indict-
ment, charging him with genocide against Bosniaks and Croats in seven 
Bosnian municipalities.

He is also on trial for the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats, terrorising 
civilians in Sarajevo and taking international peacekeepers hostage.

Groome reminded the Tribunal that Mladic had mentioned a figure of 
5,000 bodies in relation to Tomasica in one of his wartime diaries.

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic meanwhile asked the Tribunal for six 
months to prepare for the presentation of defence evidence, and said his 
team would quit the case if not given enough time.

“We are not ready to defend general Mladic in an inadequate manner,” 
Lukic said.

His attorneys had previously been told to begin presenting evidence in late 
February or at the beginning of March.

Mladic’s defence plans to present about 160 witnesses, just like the pros-
ecution.

The trial resumes next week.
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22 NOVEMBER  2013

Mladic’s Troops ‘Forcibly 
Expelled Non-Serbs’

A military expert told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague 
Tribunal that the Bosnian Serb Army forced the non-Serb 
population out of the Bosanska Krajina region in summer 

1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Prosecution military expert Ewan Brown testified at Mladic’s trial this 
week that he had analysed documents from the Bosnian Serb Army’s First 
Krajina Corps and concluded that they expelled Bosniaks and Croats from 
the region.

Commenting on a combat report dated June 1, 1992 about military opera-
tions during which the Corps occupied several Krajina municipalities and 
took “a large number of prisoners”, Brown said that it also indicated that 
the population was moved and that this “cleansing” operation would be 
continued.

Brown said that, as part of an operation for “disarming Muslim extrem-
ists” in Bosanska Krajina, the Bosnian Serb Army captured “a number of 
people” who it then sent out of territories under its control.

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic is charged with the perse-
cution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, which 
reached the scale of genocide in seven municipalities. He is also being 
tried for genocide in Srebrenica and other crimes.

Calling on Mladic’s notes from a meeting held on May 6, 1992, Brown 
said that the separation of Serbs from Bosniaks and Croats was the Serb 
authorities’ first strategic goal. The division of Sarajevo and the erasing of 
the border between Serbs along the River Drina were among the goals too.

Brown argued that the Bosnian Serb Army was “actually a transformed 
Yugoslav People’s Army [JNA]” after Yugoslav forces formally withdrew 
from Bosnia in late May 1992.

To support his claim, Brown quoted Mladic’s note from a meeting with the 
then chief of JNA general headquarters, Blagoje Adzic, in late April 1992. 
According to Mladic’s notes, Adzic said that JNA units would stay in Bosnia 
and serve as the basis for forming Bosnian Serb units.

Mladic’s trial will continue on Tuesday.
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15 NOVEMBER  2013

Ratko Mladic ‘Was Feared by 
His Troops’

A military expert told Mladic’s war crimes trial at the Hague 
Tribunal that the former Bosnian Serb commander firmly 

controlled his forces and everything they did.

JUSTICE REPORT

Prosecution military expert Richard Dannatt told Mladic’s trial this week 
that during the Bosnian war, the defendant exerted firm command over 
Bosnian Serb troops who often feared him.

British General Dannatt said that after reviewing numerous Bosnian Serb 
Army documents, he believed that Mladic was “very involved in main-
taining firm control over all happenings”. As an example, he mentioned 
Mladic’s participation in the offensive on Srebrenica in July 1995.

“It is completely obvious that he personally controlled what was happen-
ing,” Dannatt said.

According to the witness, Mladic had “a strong character, which his men 
certainly respected and, to a certain extent, were afraid of him.”

While Dannat was saying this, Mladic nodded his head in agreement.

Mladic is charged with genocide against about 7,000 Muslim men from 
Srebrenica in the days after the occupation of the UN-protected zone in 
July 1995, as well as other crimes during the Bosnian war.

Mladic’s defence lawyer Dejan Ivetic however questioned Dannatt’s cred-
ibility as an expert.

He quoted a part of the British officer’s autobiography in which Dannatt 
wrote that that he was convinced that Mladic had ordered the Drina Corps 
officer Radislav Krstic to kill thousands of Srebrenica captives. When asked 
what this allegation was based on, Dannatt said that it was his “personal 
opinion”. Krstic was jailed for genocide in 2004.

This week, the Hague prosecution also called demographic expert Ewa 
Tabeau to the stand. She testified that 6,745 victims exhumed from mass 
graves linked to the fall of Srebrenica in 1995 had been identified by July 
this year.

According to Tabeau’s testimony, it has been confirmed that 7,652 Bos-
niak men and boys went missing from the enclave after the Bosnian Serb 
Army entered it.

Mladic’s trial resumes on Monday.
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11 NOVEMBER  2013

Sarajevo Mortar Shells ‘Fired 
From Serb Positions’

A ballistics expert told the trial of former Bosnian Serb 
military commander Ratko Mladic that shells which killed 

scores of Sarajevo civilians at a market were fired from 
Serb forces’ positions.

JUSTICE REPORT

British officer and ballistics expert Richard Higgs told Mladic’s trial last 
week that he had reviewed several police and UN Protection Force investi-
gations into the deadly attacks on Sarajevo’s Markale market in 1994 and 
1995, and had concluded that the shells were launched from Bosnian Serb 
territory.

Prosecution witness Higgs said that the reports he had studied indicated 
that the mortars were fired from Bosnian Serb Army positions on February 
5, 1994, when 66 people were killed and more than 140 wounded, and on 
August 28, 1995, when 43 people were killed and more than 75 wounded.

Mladic is being tried for terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with a lengthy 
shelling and sniping campaign. He is also accused of genocide in Srebren-
ica, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herze-
govina, which reached the scale of genocide in seven municipalities, and 
taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Higgs also analysed the results of investigations into several other attacks 
in Sarajevo ñ an attack on a football match in the Dobrinja district in June 
1993, an explosion in Alipasino Polje in January 1994 and the killing of ci-
vilians queuing for water in front of the Simon Bolivar school in June 1994.

He said he also concluded in these cases that the shells were fired from 
positions held by Serb forces.

Commenting on the attack on Alipasino Polje in which six children were 
killed, Higgs said it was intended to “cause as many victims as possible”.

“The grenades were fired on the street in front of the buildings at a small 
distance from each other with a short pause,” Higgs said, suggesting that 
the aim was to hit people who gathered after the first blast with the second 
projectile.
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During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence attorney Branko Lukic ar-
gued that several investigations’ findings about the trajectory of a shell 
that hit the Markale market in August 1995 were wrong.

Lukic accused Higgs of intentionally using the wrong data, but the British 
ballistics expert denied this.

Mladic’s trial continues this week.
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01 NOVEMBER  2013

Karadzic ‘Had No Idea’ About 
Srebrenica Executions

Former Bosnian Serb President Radovan Karadzic knew 
nothing about the murder of Muslim prisoners from 

Srebrenica, witnesses insisted as his war crimes trial 
resumed after a two-month break.

JUSTICE REPORT

Former Bosnian Serb interior minister Tomislav Kovac told the Hague Tri-
bunal this week that he had a series of meetings with Karadzic before and 
after the fall of Srebrenica and said he was convinced that his political 
leader was not involved in the massacres.

“I am sure Karadzic had no idea prisoners would be executed,” defence 
witness Kovac told the court.

He called the Srebrenica crime “the worst thing that could happen to the 
Serb people” and its perpetrators “the greatest enemies of the Serbs”.

Another defence witness, Milenko Zivanovic, who as commander of the 
Drina Corps of the Bosnian Serb Army led the offensive against Srebrenica 
in July 1995, denied there was a plan to kill imprisoned Muslims.

Zivanovic said that the aim of the attack on Srebrenica, which began on 
July 6, was to separate Srebrenica from Bosnia’s other UN-protected ‘safe 
zone’, Zepa.

“From these two enclaves, Muslim forces previously attacked nearby Serb 
villages and killed civilians,” testified Zivanovic.

He said that during the Srebrenica offensive, he talked to Karadzic twice, 
but insisted there was never a plan to expel Bosniaks or kill them.

Karadzic’s former adviser Jovan ‘John’ Zametica also testified this week, 
and told the defendant in court that he was a “weak president”.

“You were a weak president whose power did not reach far. Other factors 
were more powerful, for example the army, which often did not submit to 
you. I believed you did not have control over the police either, MPs, even 
your own wife and daughter. You had very little control over the chaos 
called Republika Srpska,” said Zametica.
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Karadzic is being tried for genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, the expulsion of 
Bosniaks and Croats across Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians 
in Sarajevo and taking international peacekeepers hostage.

His trial resumed this week after a two-month break which he was given 
in order to prepare to face further genocide charges dating from 1992, 
which were reinstated earlier this year.

Meanwhile at the trial of Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic at the 
Hague Tribunal this week, a former UN military observer said that Serb 
forces held him hostage in the spring of 1995 and used him and two other 
UN troops as human shields against NATO air strikes.

“We considered we were illegally imprisoned hostages and a human 
shield,” said Canadian officer Patrick Rechner, the chief of the unarmed 
UN military monitors in the Bosnian Serb stronghold town of Pale.

He said he was detained on May 25, 1995, the day NATO began air strikes 
against the Bosnian Serb Army.

The next day, the UN observers were handcuffed and taken to nearby Ja-
horinski Potok, where Serb soldiers tied them to posts near an ammuni-
tion store.

“The bombardment was still underway... We were taken to the ammuni-
tion depots which would be bombed... They tied me to a post in front of 
the storages, two of which NATO already destroyed that morning,” said 
Rechner.

Mladic is charged with taking over 200 UN peacekeepers and observers 
hostage, as well as genocide in Srebrenica and other crimes.

Both men’s trials resume next week.
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25 OCTOBER 2013

Bosnian Serbs ‘Held French 
Troops Hostage’

A French officer told Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial at the 
Hague Tribunal how Bosnian Serb forces captured him and 

his men at a checkpoint in Sarajevo in 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying anonymously under the pseudonym RM-401, the French UN 
Protection Force (UNPROFOR) officer told the Hague court this week that 
Serb forces captured him and nine of his soldiers at a UN checkpoint at the 
Vrbanja bridge in Sarajevo in the early morning of May 27, 1995.

The French officer, whose face was hidden and voice electronically altered, 
said that immediately after having captured them, Serb soldiers beat up 
the UNPROFOR troops and threatened them with death.

RM-401 said that he was forced to put on a Bosnian Serb Army uniform 
and soldiers threatened him by saying that, if anything went wrong, they 
would force him to go towards the Bosnian Army’s positions wearing it.

The witness said that the way they were treated improved once they were 
transferred to the Lukavica military barracks.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence attorney Dejan Ivetic sug-
gested that the Serb forces held the UNPROFOR troops as prisoners of war, 
not as hostages, because they took the Bosnian Army’s side by requesting 
NATO airstrikes on Serb positions.

“I was a prisoner, but actually a hostageÖ UNPROFOR only worked to sep-
arate the conflicting parties. We never worked for the government in Sa-
rajevo,” RM-401 responded.

Mladic’s attorney responded by saying that the French UNPROFOR troops 
and Muslim forces jointly attacked the Borbian Serb Army and regained 
control over the Vrbanja bridge on May 27, 1995, causing “human losses 
among the French and Serbs”.

“That is not true. The French UNPROFOR regained what it had lost, the 
observatory point, as per a warrant by the president of the republic [of 
France]. We were already humiliated enough... and we had to regain our 
authority,” RM-401 said.
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Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic is on trial for taking in-
ternational peacekeepers hostage as well as terrorising Sarajevo civilians, 
genocide in Srebrenica and another seven municipalities, and the expul-
sion of Bosniaks and Croats.

This week, Mladic’s trial also heard from Dora Sokola, a Hague prosecu-
tion officer, who testified about what the defendant said to his lawyers 
during a hearing in February this year.

Sokola said that during the testimony of a rape victim codenamed RM-
048, she saw Mladic wave a piece of paper and say “all this is true”. The 
prosecutors allege that the paper Mladic was waving was a part of a state-
ment from RM-048.

During cross-examination however, defence lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic 
suggested that everything Mladic said in the courtroom was addressed to 
members of his defence team and that the communication, according to 
the court’s rules, was confidential and privileged.

Meanwhile the presiding judge in the case against Mladic said he expected 
the prosecution to call all its 12 remaining witnesses by the end of No-
vember.

Judge Alphons Orie said that the trial chamber then has to make a decision 
on several motions and documents, and the prosecution’s evidence will 
end in January 2014, with the defence to begin laying out its case after-
wards.

Mladic’s trial will resume next week, when the court will start to hold four 
hearings per week instead of five because of the defendant’s deteriorating 
health.
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18 OCTOBER 2013

British Journalist Recalls Serb 
Sniper Killings in Sarajevo

BBC war reporter Jeremy Bowen told former Bosnian Serb 
Army chief Ratko Mladic’s Hague trial that he saw Serb 

forces shoot civilians on Sarajevo’s streets and even at a 
funeral.

JUSTICE REPORT

Veteran British foreign correspondent Bowen, who reported on the Bos-
nian war for the BBC, testified at the Tribunal this week how civilians in 
Sarajevo during the 1992-95 siege were terrorised by what he called “the 
Bosnian Serb army’s organised shelling and sniping campaign”.

“There was not a single place where you could not be hit by a shell, and 
there were a lot of places where you could be shot by a sniper,” said Bow-
en.

“There was no safe place in the city until the end of war,” he said.

He told the court that he personally witnessed the murder of civilians who 
were shot in the head on the streets of the city centre by snipers.

“It seems that the Serbs saw civilians not only as a legitimate target, but 
as their principal enemy,” Bowen said.

During Bowen’s testimony, prosecutors showed the court his television 
report from the funeral of two children who were killed by snipers’ bullets 
in July 1992, during an attempt to evacuate them from the city in a bus 
convoy.

Bowen’s footage shows the moment during the funeral when the ceme-
tery was hit by shells, while the family and several children were laying 
flowers.

“I was absolutely bitter and considered this contemptuous. The murder of 
civilians was bad enough in itself, but shelling the funeral was grotesque,” 
said the British journalist.

Bowen added that he was told by eyewitnesses that the cemetery was an 
everyday target, not only just when television cameras were there.
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“There is no doubt in my mind that Serb forces deliberately targeted the 
cemetery to kill civilians,” he said in his report on the attack on the cem-
etery.

Pointing out he was aware of what he called “conspiracy theories” that 
the Bosnian Army attacked its own population, Bowen said “he never saw 
any proof of that”.

Mladic on trial for allegedly terrorising Sarajevo civilians with a long-run-
ning shelling and sniping campaign. He is also charged with genocide in 
Srebrenica and another seven municipalities, the expulsion of Bosniak and 
Croats from all over Bosnia, and taking international peacekeepers hos-
tages.

Mladic’s trial also heard this week from a prosecution expert on Islam-
ic and Catholic religious and cultural heritage, Andras Riedlmayer, who 
said that during the war, Serb forces damaged or destroyed almost all the 
mosques and Catholic churches in the territory under their control.

He explained that places of worship were blown up or burned down in 
order to expel the non-Serb population.

Riedlmayer emphasised that no mosque remained anywhere in Serb-held 
territory.

In his report, he detailed 535 mosques and Catholic churches that were 
damaged or destroyed, half of which he visited personally. He estimated 
the total number of “attacked” mosques at 900.

Mladic’s trial will resume next week.
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07 OCTOBER 2013

Probe Mystery Deaths at 
‘Mladic Hideout’, Serbia Urged

Families of two soldiers killed nine years ago at a Belgrade 
barracks where they believe war crimes suspect Ratko 

Mladic was hiding urged the state to finally tackle the case.

MARIJA RISTIC

The fathers of Dragan Jakovljevic and Drazen Milovanovic, the two sol-
diers who died in mysterious circumstances on October 5, 2004, while on 
guard at the barracks in Belgrade, said on Saturday that they would not 
stop their efforts to find out the truth about what happened to their sons.

“Nine years after the killing, we still don’t know who killed our children,” 
said Janko Jakovljevic, the father of the one of the soldiers, as the families 
laid wreaths near the barracks where they died.

Jakovljevic said the families would appeal to the European Court of Human 
Rights if the authorities did not file charges against the perpetrators.

Serbia’s constitutional court ruled in February that the state denied them 
the right to a fair hearing because it investigated the case for eight years 
but didn’t press any charges. Each family was awarded 5,000 euro in com-
pensation.

Following the killings of the soldiers, the Serbian Army and its military 
court launched an investigation which resulted in a ruling that one soldier 
killed the other and then committed suicide.

But another investigation, initiated by the families and supported by a 
state commission, found that a third person killed the two servicemen.

The case of two soldiers in still in the investigation phase at the Belgrade 
court and no progress has been made, according to the families.

The families claimed last year that they had received unofficial confirma-
tion that their children were killed because fugitive Bosnian Serb military 
chief Ratko Mladic was hiding in the barracks while on the run from an 
indictment at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugo-
slavia, ICTY.
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“We were receiving various information about the alleged killers and their 
connection with the ICTY defendants. We will not give up on our request 
to have Ratko Mladic questioned about the case,” their lawyer Olgica Batic 
said on Saturday.

She added that the Mladic should have been questioned when he was ar-
rested in June 2011 prior to his transfer to the ICTY, but so far the families 
haven’t been given an  answer why the prosecution didn’t do so.

Despite the families’ claims that Mladic was in the barracks in 2004, the 
Serbian war crimes prosecution remains firm in its stance that Mladic was 
in New Belgrade during that period.

Mladic moved freely about Belgrade until April 2002 when the Serbian 
parliament adopted a law on cooperation with the ICTY.

According to the prosecution, Mladic then hid in a variety of locations 
around Belgrade until 2006, when all trace of him was lost.

He was finally arrested in 2011 and is currently on trial in The Hague.
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04 OCTOBER 2013

Witness Recalls Bosnian Serb 
Mass Rapes in Foca

At the Hague trial of former Bosnian Serb commander 
Ratko Mladic, a Bosniak woman recalled how soldiers 

and policemen raped and tortured her and other female 
prisoners in Foca in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected prosecution witness codenamed ‘RM-70’ testified at Mlad-
ic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal this week that she was captured by Bosnian 
Serb forces in her village in July 1992 and taken to a construction site in 
Buk Bijela near Foca with other village women, where they were subjected 
to “daily merciless rape, sexual and non-sexual torture”.

When asked what Serb soldiers used the building in Buk Bijela for, the wit-
ness said: “They used it for torturing and raping women, female Muslim 
detainees.”

According to the charges against Mladic, Foca is one of the seven mu-
nicipalities in Bosnia where the persecution of Bosniaks, which included 
sexual violence, reached the scale of genocide. He is also charged with 
genocide in Srebrenica, terrorising the residents of Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Witness RM-70 said that Bosniak women were held in sexual slavery at 
the Partizan sports centre in Foca and at a notorious Serb base known 
as ‘Karaman’s House’ near the town, where they were subjected to mass 
rape.

She said that at one point, the women were given better food for 15 days 
before being informed that “a TV crew will come in order to film how they 
[Bosnian Serb forces] protected us, guarded us, saved us”.

The witness expressed outrage that she was supposed to say she had been 
saved by Bosnian Serb troops when “20 of them raped me each night”. 
Bursting into tears, she also recalled how they also killed her mother and 
brother.

When asked what was the reason for the sexual abuse of Bosniaks in Foca, 
the witness said: “The goal was to destroy, to kill, to blackmail, and to 
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destroy our spirit as much as they could, because there is no cure for a 
raped woman... I can never get myself clean. Never. But I keep striving, I 
am striving. My life is destroyed, my family is destroyed. They killed my 
dearest onesÖ They killed my happiness. I used to be happy, more than 
happy.”

Mladic’s defence attorney Miodrag Stojanovic began and ended the 
cross-examination of RM-70 by expressing his regrets for everything she 
went through.

Responding to a suggestion from Stojanovic, the witness confirmed that 
two Serb soldiers eventually helped her leave Foca.

“Yes, I am thankful to them for as long as I live,” she said.

She insisted that “I would not be here today” if there were no “good Serb 
people” too.

Mladic’s trial will resume on October 16.
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20 SEPTEMBER 2013

Mladic ‘Warned Bosnian Serb 
Leadership’ About Genocide

Mladic’s right-hand man General Manojlo Milovanovic told 
the Hague Tribunal that the Bosnian Serb military chief 
warned his political leadership about possible genocide 

accusations before the war started.

MARIJA RISTIC

Retired general Milovanovic testified this week at Mladic’s war crimes tri-
al in The Hague that the Bosnian Serb military commander had told his 
political leaders the day before war broke out that the violent expulsion of 
Muslims and Croats from Serb-controlled areas of Bosnia would be gen-
ocide.

Mladic explained this to the politicians on May 12, 1992, at the meeting 
when it was decided to go to war against the Bosniaks, Milovanovic said.

He recited the military commander’s words from the minutes of the meet-
ing: “We cannot [ethnically] cleanse, we don’t have a sieve to sift so that 
only Serbs can stay, and others leaveÖ I don’t know how [Bosnian Serb 
political leaders] Mr. [Radovan] Karadzic and Mr. [Momcilo] Krajisnik will 
explain this to the world. This is genocide, people.”

Speaking about his relationship with his commander, Milovanovic again 
quoted Mladic, who said: “We are two bodies and one soulÖ Everything I 
know, you need to know.”

In the second part of the hearing, Milovanovic spoke about Karadzic’s or-
der to the military to create “an unbearable situation, without hope for 
survival” in the Srebrenica and Zepa areas.

He described the order as illegal and said that Mladic wanted to change it 
to remove references to civilians being the targets.

But, he said, “unfortunately” the order had already been sent to the mili-
tary units, which he described as a mistake.

Asked by the prosecution who had control over these units, Milovanovic 
said that direct control was in Mladic’s hands.

Mladic is charged with genocide against about 7,000 Bosniak men and 
boys from Srebrenica in the days that followed the seizure of the UN-pro-
tected enclave by Bosnian Serb forces on July 11, 1995.
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13 SEPTEMBER 2013

‘No Documents’ Show Mladic 
Ordered Srebrenica Massacres

A military expert told Ratko Mladic’s trial that he never 
saw proof that the Bosnian Serb Army commander ordered 
the Srebrenica killings, but one of his orders “suggested a 

crime”.

JUSTICE REPORT

“I have not come across any documents in which Mladic ordered the exe-
cution of captives,” military expert Richard Butler told Mladic’s trial at the 
Hague Tribunal this week.

However, he said that an order issued by the Bosnian Serb military chief 
in the autumn of 1995, requesting that fuel be obtained for transferring 
the remains of Srebrenica victims from where they were initially buried to 
other graves, “suggested a crime”.

Butler, who used to work for the Hague Tribunal’s prosecution, was re-
sponding to questions from Mladic’s defence lawyer Dragan Ivetic, who 
suggested that he could be biased because of his former employment at 
the international court.

Butler denied the allegation, saying that Tribunal would assess the objec-
tivity of the report he has already presented to the court about the Bosnian 
Serb Army’s Srebrenica operation.

Mladic is charged with genocide against about 7,000 Bosniak men and 
boys from Srebrenica in the days that followed the seizure of the UN-pro-
tected enclave by Bosnian Serb forces on July 11, 1995.

He is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

This week, Mladic’s trial was interrupted because the indictee felt unwell. 
Another of his lawyers, Branko Lukic, informed the judges that “the right 
side of Mladic’s body had become numb”.

He said that Mladic must have “a day or, we now believe, even two days” 
of rest each week.
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“For a few days in the past week we noticed that general Mladic was not 
capable of following the trial... After speaking to him now, we have found 
out that he just lies in the detention unit cell, that he has no strength to 
do anything and that he can neither eat nor drink. He says that he is so 
exhausted that he cannot function,” Lukic said.

The trial chamber chaired by judge Alphons Orie has already rejected two 
requests from the defence to reduce the number of court days from five to 
four despite recommendations by detention unit doctors.

Judge Orie warned the defence that shortening the working week was not 
a topic for discussion.

Orie said that, after having been examined by a nurse, Mladic was sent 
back to the Hague Tribunal’s detention unit and that doctors would later 
submit a report about his health.

Prior to his arrest in May 2011, Mladic suffered three strokes, leaving him 
with reduced mobility in the right side of his body. While being held in the 
Hague court’s detention unit, he has also undergone medical treatment 
for pneumonia and other illnesses.

Mladic’s trial will resume next week.
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09 SEPTEMBER 2013

Ratko Mladic ‘Signed Off 
Srebrenica Attack Plan’

A military expert told former Bosnian Serb commander 
Ratko Mladic’s war crimes trial that his signature on a 

military campaign map showed he controlled the operation 
to take Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Military expert Richard Butler testified at the Hague Tribunal last week 
that a map prepared for the Srebrenica offensive, marked as approved with 
Mladic’s signature, proved that he had direct command during the occu-
pation of the enclave in 1995.

On July 12, 1995, Mladic wrote on the map: “This belonged to Serbs and 
still does.”

Butler suggested that the decision to kill the Muslims from Srebrenica was 
made during the night of July 11 to July 12, 1995, after the second of three 
meetings that Mladic held with representatives of Srebrenica Bosniaks 
and UN peacekeeping troops.

He said it must have been made by Mladic who, he said, personally com-
manded Bosnian Serb forces’ offensive against Srebrenica in the field.

“The decision to kill captives was issued between 10 pm on July 11, 1995, 
when the second meeting held at the Fontana Hotel in Bratunac was fin-
ished, and 10am the following day, when the third meeting began,” Butler 
said.

Recordings of those meetings have been played to the court earlier in the 
trial; at one point Mladic says that Bosniaks could either “survive or dis-
appear”.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide against about 7,000 Bos-
niak men from Srebrenica in the days that followed the occupation of the 
UN-protected enclave by Bosnian Serb forces on July 11, 1995.

He is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.
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Butler quoted documents about the mobilisation of dozens of buses and 
the procurement of fuel, as well as intercepted conversations involving 
Mladic, as evidence that the Bosnian Serb commander had decided, even 
before the meeting with Srebrenica Bosniaks at the Fontana Hotel, that the 
entire population had to forced out of Srebrenica.

“There was an order to remove everybody from Srebrenica,” Butler said, 
pointing out that the population “didn’t have a choice” but to leave.

Mladic’s trial continues this week.
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02 SEPTEMBER 2013

Sarajevo Massacre Rockets 
‘Made in Serbia’

Munitions used in a deadly attack on a Sarajevo market 
in 1995 were manufactured in Serbia, a former Bosnian 
interior ministry official told Ratko Mladic’s trial in The 

Hague.

MARIJA RISTIC

Emir Turkusic, an ex-official at Bosnian and Herzegovina’s interior min-
istry, testified last week at trial of former Bosnian Serb military chief 
Mladic that the rockets used in the attack on Sarajevo’s Markale market 
that killed 43 people and wounded 75 were produced by a Serbian factory 
in Serbia two years earlier.

“They had the mark K-9307, which means they were produced at the 
Krusik [factory] in [the Serbian town of] ValjevoÖ The same rockets were 
used on the same date when four grenades fell on Oslobodilaca Sarajeva 
Street [in Sarajevo],” Turkusic told the Hague Tribunal.

He said that the rockets “came from a distance of 2,400 metres away from 
the positions of the Republika Srpska army [commanded by Mladic]”.

Turkusic also denied claims by Mladic’s defence team that the Markale 
area was a military target.

“At that place there was no military objective, brigade headquarters or 
military garrison. It was a strictly civilian part of the city,” he insisted.

Mladic’s defence then claimed that there was evidence that the grenades 
fell from nearby buildings and were not fired from Bosnian Serb Army 
positions, but the witness responded by saying that these arguments were 
“speculations that I abhor”.

According to the indictment against Mladic and earlier verdicts handed 
down by the Hague Tribunal, the Markale market came under fire from 
positions held by the Sarajevo-Romanija Corps of the Bosnian Serb Army.

Mladic has pleaded not guilty to charges of genocide, crimes against hu-
manity and violations of the laws and customs of war during the Bosnian 
conflict between 1992 and 1995.
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He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
territories under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorising Sarajevo 
residents with a campaign of shelling and sniping, and taking interna-
tional peacekeepers hostage.

His trial continues this week.
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23 AUGUST 2013

Srebrenica Bosniak Recalls 
Escaping Death

At the trial of Ratko Mladic this week, a protected witness 
said that in July 1995 he fled from near Kladanj, where 

Bosnian Serb forces shot dead about 20 other Bosniaks 
from Srebrenica.

JUSTICE REPORT

Protected witness RM-249 said that on the day Srebrenica fell, on July 11, 
1995, he and his family sought shelter near the Unprofor compound in 
Potocari, along with thousands of other inhabitants of the UN-protected 
enclave.

On the following day, hiding in a house, he witnessed the Bosnian Serbs 
separating the men from women and children, who were taken away by 
buses.

While carrying his four-year old girl, the witness, who was wounded in 
his knee by shrapnel in 1992, managed to get on one of the buses on the 
morning on July 13. He hid on the floor, concealed among the many wom-
en and children.

He managed to stay in the bus until it reached its destination in the village 
of Luke, near Kladanj, despite frequent controls by Bosnian Serb Army 
members. However, Serb soldiers separated him there from his family and 
took him to a nearby school.

The witness said he and about 20 other Bosniaks were beaten and their 
possessions were confiscated. After midnight, they were taken to a place 
called Rasica Gaj by truck. As he said, Serb soldiers killed three of the 
captured Bosniaks right after they had got out of the truck and two others 
when they tried to run away.

“The truck stoppedÖ They killed three men while I was still in the truck. 
They opened a burst of gunfire at them, so they fell off the truck. Two 
men, who were sitting on the same bench as me, tried to run away. They 
were about ten metres from the truck when they too were shot,” the wit-
ness said. He added that he jumped off the truck and saved himself by 
running away.
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Mladic, former Commander of the Main Headquarters of the Bosnian Serb 
Army, is charged with genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks in Srebreni-
ca in July 1995. In addition, he is charged with having terrorised citizens in 
Sarajevo, persecuted Bosniaks and Croats and taken members of Unprofor 
hostage.

According to the charges against Mladic, 25 Bosniaks were killed in the 
vicinity of Tisca village in the night between July 13 and 14, 1995.

When asked whether Bosniak civilians could have stayed in Srebrenica af-
ter the fall of the town, witness RM-249 said that “the hatred of the Serb 
soldiers was such” that “all those who stayed would have known they’d 
die in Srebrenica.”

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence attorney, Miodrag Stojano-
vic, suggested that the hatred was caused by Bosniak attacks from Sre-
brenica on surrounding Serb villages in the period from 1993 to 1995.

Mladic’s trial also heard this week from Hague Prosecution expert Robert 
Donia. He said that during the Bosnian war the defendant was dedicated 
to creating a Serbian state through the separation of Serbs from Bosniaks 
and Croats, although he had warned, while speaking before the Bosnian 
Serb parliament in the spring of 1992, that “it would be genocide”.

Donia said that, during the assembly session held on May 12, when he 
was appointed Commander of the [Bosnian Serb] Army, Mladic “harshly 
warned” political leaders of the cost of their adopted strategic goals, tell-
ing them: “People, this would be genocide”.

Prosecution investigator Dusan Janc also took the stand this week to tes-
tify that 6,849 people who were killed after the fall of Srebrenica to the 
Republika Srpska Army in July 1995 were identified through analysis of 
their remains by April of this year.

Mladic’s trial is due to continue next week.
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14 AUGUST 2013

Hague Court Refuses Mladic 
Health Concession

The Hague Tribunal has rejected a request from Bosnian 
Serb military leader Ratko Mladic to shorten the daily 

length of his war crimes trial because of his health 
complaints.

DENIS DZIDIC

Alphons Orie, presiding judge of the trial chamber at the International 
Crime Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, denied the motion filed by 
Mladic’s defence requesting that his time in the courtroom be reduced to 
no more than four hours daily, a maximum of four days a week.

Orie said that there were no “concrete reasons” to cut down the former 
Bosnian Serb commander’s court hours.

However he said that the court would “continue to closely monitor the 
accused’s health and will reassess the trial sitting schedule if needed in 
the future”.

The medical officer at the court’s detention unit testified in June that 
Mladic’s condition was stable, but said that a reduction in the trial sched-
ule would “reduce the risk of adverse medical conditions”

Mladic, who is 71 years old, suffered three strokes before his arrest in 2011. 
He also complained to judges about fatigue and various pains during the 
first year of his trial.

His trial days were already shortened to a maximum of four hours a day 
earlier this year.

Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica and another seven munici-
palities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1992, the expulsion of Bosniaks and 
Croats across Bosnia, terrorising the citizens of Sarajevo and taking inter-
national peacekeepers hostages.



- 367 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

22 JULY 2013

Serb Troops in Srebrenica 
‘Under Mladic’s Control’

A Bosnian Serb general told the Hague Tribunal that 
because Ratko Mladic was the army’s commander, all 

units that committed war crimes in Srebrenica in 1995 were 
subordinate to him.

JUSTICE REPORT

Retired general Ljubomir Obradovic, wartime chief of the operational 
section at the main headquarters of the Bosnian Serb Army, testified last 
week that two units involved in the Srebrenica massacres were under Rat-
ko Mladic’s ultimate control.

Prosecution witness Obradovic said that the Drina Corps and the 10th 
Reconnaissance Squad were both subordinate to Mladic; both have been 
identified in verdicts handed down by the Hague Tribunal and the Bosnian 
state court as being involved in the shooting of thousands of Bosniak cap-
tives after the fall of Srebrenica.

According to Obradovic’s testimony, General Zdravko Tolimir, Mladic’s 
assistant for intelligence and security affairs, and his subordinate Petar 
Salapura, chief of the intelligence administration, had direct control over 
the 10th Reconnaissance Squad.

Tolimir and Salapura could issue orders to the squad with Mladic’s “per-
mission”, Obradovic said.

Last year the Hague Tribunal sentenced Tolimir to life imprisonment for 
genocide in Srebrenica.

Mladic is charged with genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks from 
Srebrenica in the days that followed the occupation of the United Na-
tions-protected enclave by Bosnian Serb forces on July 11, 1995.

He is also charged with persecuting Bosniaks and Croats throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Mladic’s defence attorney Branko Lukic asked the witness during 
cross-examination whether he had ever heard from his colleagues at the 
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main headquarters that Mladic ordered the killing of Bosniaks from Sre-
brenica.

“Never, not even until the present day,” said Obradovic, who was absent 
from the main headquarters on sick leave until July 17, 1995.

The Hague prosecution last week also called Richard Wright, a forensics 
expert, who said that during an exhumation of 21 mass graves linked to 
the fall of Srebrenica, he found nothing that would indicate that people 
killed during battles were buried in them.

“I did not find such indications. All of the bodies I saw were dressed in 
civilian clothes... I considered that all of them were civilians,” said Aus-
tralian professor Wright, who led a Hague Prosecution exhumation team 
from 1998 to 2000.

Mladic’s trial continues this week.
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12 JULY 2013

Ratko Mladic ‘Ordered Buses to 
Evacuate Srebrenica’

A former assistant to Ratko Mladic told the Hague Tribunal 
that the Bosnian Serb military chief ordered him to provide 

buses to move people out of Srebrenica in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Petar Skrbic, who was Mladic’s organisational assistant in July 1995, told 
the Hague court this week that the order to “mobilise” 50 buses and send 
them to a football stadium in the town of Bratunac was conveyed to him by 
phone by the operational centre of the main headquarters of the Bosnian 
Serb Army in Han Pijesak in the late evening of July 11, 1995.

“Mladic, the commander of the main headquarters, stood behind the or-
der,” Skrbic said.

He explained that he forwarded the order, in writing, to the Bosnian Serb 
defence ministry, which mobilised buses in several municipalities on the 
following day.

According to Skrbic’s testimony, civil and military police were in charge of 
escorting the buses. The witness said that the buses were “used for evacu-
ation”, adding that at the time he did not know “who would be evacuated 
or where”.

He said that a few days later he saw on television that the buses evacuated 
“women and children”.

According to the indictment, Mladic is charged with genocide against 
7,000 Srebrenica Bosniaks and the persecution of thousands of women, 
children and the elderly. He is also tried for persecuting Bosniaks and Cro-
ats, terrorising Sarajevo citizens and taking UN personnel hostage.

The Hague prosecution this week also called to the stand the forensic di-
rector of the International Commission for the Missing Persons, Thomas 
Parsons, who said that by June this year the the remains of 6,767 victims 
of whose death was related to the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995 had been 
identified.



- 370 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

Parsons said that a certain number of samples had still not been iden-
tified, but stated that the total number of unique DNA profiles found in 
mass graves had reached 7,001.

He explained to judges that victims had been identified by comparing DNA 
samples found in mass graves and samples obtained from relatives of the 
missing.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence attorney Miodrag Stojanovic 
asked whether it was possible to determine the cause and time of death. 
Parsons responded negatively.

“Is it possible that an identified person died in some other period and not 
in July 1995?” Stojanovic asked. The witness said yes.

Former Hague prosecution investigator Dean Manning however denied 
the possibility that people who were killed in combat were buried in mass 
graves associated with the fall of Srebrenica.

Manning, who co-ordinated an investigation into the mass murders of 
Srebrenica Muslims, told the court this week that people whose bodies 
were found in mass graves were not killed in combat, but captured, shot 
and buried.

To prove that, the witness said that many victims were blindfolded and 
tied up, and that blindfolds and pieces of wire used to bind the captives 
were found in the mass graves.

Mladic’s trial continues on Monday.
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08 JULY 2013

Bosnian Serb Soldier Recalls 
Executing Hundreds

The soldier told the Hague trial of Bosnian Serb military 
chief Ratko Mladic that he took part in the shooting of 

between 1,000 and 1,200 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Former soldier Drazen Erdemovic said that he was at Branjevo farm near 
Pilica village in the Zvornik municipality on July 16, 1995, where he and 
seven other members of the Tenth Reconnaissance Squad of the Bosnian 
Serb Army shot Bosniak captives who were brought there on buses to be 
killed.

He told the Hague Tribunal that he was ordered to kill by officer Brane 
Gojkovic, who in turn got his orders for the shooting from “a tall, big, 
grey-haired” Bosnian Serb lieutenant-colonel, who had brought them to 
Branjevo from the town of Zvornik.

Erdemovic said that once the lieutenant-colonel left, the first group of 
captives arrived by bus.

Men aged between 15 and 60, who were blindfolded and tied up, were tak-
en out of the bus in groups of ten, lined up on a meadow behind the farm 
building and shot from behind by members of the 10th Reconnaissance 
Squad.

Erdemovic said that his unit shot Bosniaks, who were brought there on 15 
to 20 different buses, from 10am until 3.30pm or 4pm. After that, another 
unit from Bratunac took over the killing.

He that besides him, Brano Gojkovic, Franc Kos, Marko Boskic, Aleksandar 
Cvetkovic and Vladimir Golijanin participated in the shooting, amongst 
others.

The Bosnian court has sentenced Kos to 35 years in prison, Golijan to 15 
years and Boskic to ten years. Two years ago, Cvetkovic was arrested in 
Israel and is now being held in an extradition detention unit.

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is on trial for 
genocide against more than 7,000 Srebrenica Muslims, as well as other 
crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Erdemovic said that once the shooting on Branjevo was over, the lieuten-
ant-colonel appeared again and told them that “about 500 other captives 
should be executed” in the village of Pilica.

However, according to Erdemovic’s testimony, members of the 10th Re-
connaissance Squad refused to do it, and the captives, who were being 
held in the cultural centre in Pilica, were killed by soldiers from Bratunac 
instead.

Erdemovic said that he saw the bodies of some of those who were killed 
and heard explosions and shooting from the cultural centre while sitting 
in a cafÈ across the street with other members of his unit.

Erdemovic was arrested in Serbia in 1996 after having told an American 
journalist about the killings in Branjevo.

He was then extradited to the Hague, admitted guilt, cut a deal with the 
prosecutors and was sentenced to five years in prison.

During cross-examination, Erdemovic wasn’t able to specify how many 
Srebrenica Muslims were shot at Branjevo.

After Mladic’s defence lawyer presented him with a statement given by 
Franc Kos, who said that about 650 Muslim men had been shot there, 
Erdemovic said: “I cannot answer.. maybe he is right maybe I am right... 
I do not know. I do not want to know. I am not saying that I do not want 
to know because of those people, but I do not want to know because of my 
conscience.”

Mladic’s trial continues this week.
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28 JUNE 2013

Srebrenica Captives ‘Knew 
They Would Be Killed’

A former Dutch UN peacekeeper told Ratko Mladic’s Hague 
trial that he saw elderly Bosniak civilians captured by 

Bosnian Serb forces who warned him they would be killed.

JUSTICE REPORT

Dutch officer Vincent Egbers, who served with the UN peacekeeping mis-
sion in Bosnia during wartime, testified at the Hague trial of Bosnian Serb 
military commander Mladic this week that he saw a group of Bosniak men 
at a white house in Potocari near Srebrenica two days after the enclave fell 
in July 1995.

Egbers, then squad commander with the Dutch Battalion of the UN Pro-
tection Force, UNPROFOR, said that most of the men were elderly, so he 
believed that they were not soldiers but civilians.

He said he saw piles of personal belongings which had been confiscated 
from the male detainees in front of the white house.

Serb soldiers informed the Dutch officer that they would examine the men 
and then send them to Bosniak-controlled territory in Kladanj, where 
their families had already been sent.

The soldiers later loaded the men onto three buses and drove them away.

“Some of them [the prisoners] gestured at me indicating that they would 
be killed,” Egbers said.

The indictment, which charges Mladic with the  genocide of about 7,000 
Srebrenica Bosniaks, alleges that on July 13, 1995, Serb soldiers transport-
ed the men from the white house, along with thousands of other captives, 
to Bratunac and then to several locations around Zvornik, where they were 
shot.

Mladic is also on trial for the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, terroris-
ing the residents of Sarajevo citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Egbers confirmed that, on July 12 and 13, 1995, he escorted convoys of 
refugees from Srebrenica, driving women, children and the elderly to the 
outskirts of Kladanj.
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Upon their return on July 13, Serb soldiers stopped the Dutch troops and 
seized their armoured personnel car, armour and helmets.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence lawyer Branko Lukic said 
that the 4,000-strong 28th Division of the Bosnian Army was in Srebren-
ica at that point.

“I neither saw the army nor the division. I just saw some armed persons 
and civilians,” the Dutch officer responded, adding that there were armed 
people who “defended the enclave” but he did not believe that it was par-
ticularly strongly protected.

Egbers confirmed that, prior to the Bosnian Serb Army attack on Srebren-
ica, Bosniak forces opened fire at UNPROFOR and killed a Dutch soldier.

There were several hundred Dutch peacekeeping troops stationed near 
Srebrenica before it fell to Mladic’s forces but they could not prevent the 
enclave’s capture or the subsequent execution of prisoners.

The trial of Mladic is due to continue on Monday.
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26 JUNE 2013

Serb Officer Refused Orders to 
Kill Srebrenica Captives

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer told Ratko Mladic’s 
Hague Tribunal trial that he refused two orders to shoot 

Bosniak captives from Srebrenica at a school in 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Former officer Srecko Acimovic, then commander of a battalion with the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s Zvornik Brigade, told Mladic’s trial that he received 
a written order to shoot the prisoners from the brigade’s command, but he 
assumed that it had originally come from the army’s main headquarters.

Acimovic said that the head of the local community in the village of Rocev-
ici, near Zvornik, informed him on July 14, 1995, that Bosniaks were being 
detained in the local school and that some of them had been killed.

He said that when he arrived in front of the school, he saw unknown Bos-
nian Serb soldiers and “a few bodies”.

He also said he heard captives who were being held in the gym begging for 
water and permission to use the toilet.

Acimovic then called the Brigade Command, but his call was not answered 
by his chiefs, but by the security officer of the army’s Drina Corps, Vu-
jadin Popovic, who told him that the captives “would be exchanged” the 
following day.

Acimovic said that during that night he received a coded order, which was 
sent to the battalion command, telling him to “establish a squad” which 
would participate in the shooting of the captives from the school building. 
“

We were ordered to establish a squad, which would be used for the execu-
tion of captivesÖ I refused to do it,” Acimovic said.

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic is charged with genocide 
against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in the days that followed 
the fall of the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995.
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He is also charged with persecuting Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with a lengthy shell-
ing and sniping campaign and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Acimovic said that the order was retransmitted later and that he again re-
fused to carry it out it. He specified that the order came from the Zvornik 
Brigade command and that duty officer or security chief Drago Nikolic 
sent it.

After that, Nikolic invited him to come to the school building in Rocevic 
in the morning of July 15. Upon his arrival, Acimovic saw Popovic, who 
ordered him to check whether any soldiers were available to participate 
in the shooting.

Refusing to carry out the order once again, Acimovic proposed to Popovic 
to return the captives to the location from which they had been originally 
brought and went back to the battalion command.

“When they began transporting them, I was at the command premises, 
but I heard that the captives were taken to a location near the ‘Standard’ 
military barracks in Kozluk, where they were executed,” Acimovic said.

According to the charges against Mladic, about 500 Muslim men who had 
been held in a school building in Rocevic were shot in Kozluk.

In 2010, the Hague Tribunal sentenced Popovic to life imprisonment for 
genocide in Srebrenica, and Nikolic to 35 years in prison for having assist-
ed in and supported the commission of genocide.
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21 JUNE 2013

Bosnian Serb Officers ‘All Knew 
About Srebrenica’

A former Bosnian Serb intelligence chief told Ratko 
Mladic’s Hague trial that high-ranking officers at army 
headquarters knew about the Srebrenica mass killings.

JUSTICE REPORT

The former chief of the intelligence directorate of the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
main headquarters, Petar Salapura, told Mladic’s trial this week that he 
was first told about the Srebrenica massacres in late December 1995 or at 
the beginning of January 1996.

He said that Milorad Pelemis, commander of the 10th Reconnaissance 
Squad at the main headquarters, confirmed to him that members of his 
unit had participated in the killing of Muslim men.

When asked by the prosecutor what he did in order to start an investiga-
tion, Salapura said that it was not his duty to initiate a probe, saying that 
security officials should have done that.

He said that he did nothing because he believed that most officers at the 
main headquarters already knew about the murders.

“Yes, it is true. I heard about it from operation officersÖ Everybody knew 
about it. The entire town knew, let alone the army,” Salapura said.

When asked whether if Mladic also knew that troops from the main head-
quarters squad had shot prisoners, Salapura said that at that time he “did 
not think about whether he knew about it”.

When the prosecutor suggested to him that it was his duty to inform Mlad-
ic about his discoveries, he said that he discussed that with his superior 
officer, Zdravko Tolimir, who was Mladic’s assistant for Iitelligence and 
security affairs. Earlier this year, the Hague Tribunal sentenced Tolimir to 
life imprisonment for genocide in Srebrenica.

Mladic, the then Commander of VRS, is charged with genocide against 
about 7,000 Srebrenica Muslims, as well as other crimes in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Besides that, he is charged with persecuting Bosniaks and 
Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the local popula-
tion in Sarajevo and taking UN “blue helmets” hostage.
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Another prosecution witness, a former security officer with the main 
headquarters of the Bosnian Serb Army, also testified this week about Sre-
brenica. Dragomir Keserovic said that in 1995 he did not receive any infor-
mation about the execution of Muslim captives.

“Nobody spoke about it in my presence. I did not know about it until Feb-
ruary 1996,” Keserovic said.

He said, “there was no discussion” among Bosnian Serb Army officers 
“about the circumstances under which prisoners of war were executed 
until the end of the war”.

“Indeed, I cannot even explain to myself what happened and how it was 
kept a secret,” said Keserovic.

Mladic’s trial will continue on Monday.
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19 JUNE 2013

Bosnian Serb Officer Recalls 
‘Unnecessary’ Srebrenica 

Deaths
A former Bosnian Serb security officer testified at the 

Hague trial of his commander Ratko Mladic that he heard 
about the “unnecessary” deaths of Bosniak troops and 

civilians after Srebrenica fell.

JUSTICE REPORT

Dragomir Keserovic, a former security officer at the Bosnian Serb Army’s 
main headquarters, told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tribunal this week 
that he had no knowledge of the Srebrenica massacres when they took 
place in July 1995.

“I cannot say whether the Muslims were killed summarily or otherwise,” 
Keserovic said, adding that he did not personally witness detentions and 
executions of Bosniaks.

He said however that he learned the following year about “the unneces-
sary deaths of members of the 28th Division of the Army of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and perhaps also civilians” around Srebrenica in July 1995.

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic is charged with genocide 
against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in the days that followed 
the fall of the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995.

He is also charged with persecuting Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with a lengthy shell-
ing and sniping campaign and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

Keserovic testified that on July 16, 1995, Mladic ordered him to take over 
the command of an operation aimed at “searching the terrain and chasing 
the 28th Division of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina”, whose troops 
were trying to break through to Srebrenica.

Keserovic said that the operation’s goal was to “enter into combat and 
cause destruction and losses on the enemy side, as well as capture and 
disarm” the Bosnian Army soldiers.
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However, the witness said that he considered Mladic’s order “unaccept-
able in military terms” because he “was not a commander of any of the 
units participating in the operation”.

The order was subsequently rescinded, he said.

Mladic’s trial continues on Wednesday.
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14 JUNE 2013

Srebrenica Prisoners 
‘Applauded Ratko Mladic’

A former Bosnian Serb Army officer testified at The Hague 
that captured Bosniaks from Srebrenica applauded Mladic 

after he told them that they would be freed in a prisoner 
exchange.

JUSTICE REPORT

Zoran Malinic, a former commander of the military police battalion at the 
Bosnian Serb Army’s main headquarters, testified this week that Mladic 
made his promise to release the Bosniak detainees at a football pitch in 
Nova Kasaba on July 13, 1995, two days after Srebrenica fell.

The detainees gave Mladic a round of applause after he told them they 
would be freed, the prosecution witness said.

Malinic testified that military policemen under his command were guard-
ing about 1,200 captives who were being held at the football pitch when 
Mladic addressed them and promised they would be exchanged.

“General Mladic went into the crowd, he was not standing in front of 
them... I heard a part of what he said,” Malinic said.

“In general, he spoke about the war and the fact that people were killed on 
the basis of inconsiderate decisions. He said that the captives should not 
be afraid, because they would return to their homes and be exchangedÖ 
Following the end of his speech, the captives applauded General Mladic,” 
he said.

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander Mladic is charged with genocide 
against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica in the days that followed 
the fall of the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995.

He is also charged with persecuting Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with a lengthy shell-
ing and sniping campaign and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

This week, the Hague prosecution also called Bosnian Serb special police-
man, Milenko Pepic, to testify against Mladic.
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Pepic said that his senior officer, Rade Cuturic, told him that Muslim cap-
tives from Srebrenica were being killed in an agricultural warehouse in the 
village of Kravica on July 13, 1995.

Pepic explained that Cuturic ordered him to stop a convoy of buses trans-
porting the local population away from Srebrenica at a crossroads near 
Kravica until male captives had been transferred to the warehouse.

He said that as soon as the captives had passed by him, he heard gunshots 
and explosions coming from the warehouse.

Cuturic then appeared at the crossroads and told him that one of the cap-
tives had killed a police officer after having seized his automatic gun. He 
said Cuturic’s palms were scorched after he grabbed the gun barrel in an 
attempt to take it away from the captive.

Pepic testified that Cuturic told him that Muslims were being killed in the 
warehouse.

Mladic’s trial will resume on Monday.
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11 JUNE 2013

Srebrenica Massacre Survivor 
Testifies Against Mladic

A witness at the Hague trial of former Bosnian Serb 
commander Ratko Mladic told the court how he survived 
the mass shooting of captured Muslim men in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected witness codenamed RM-253 said that he was among 12,000 
or 15,000 Muslims, “one third of whom were armed”, who were trying to 
break through to the town of Tuzla when he surrendered to the Bosnian 
Serb Army on July 13, 1995.

He confirmed that he was serving with the Bosnian Army at the time and 
that he had been mobilised on the eve of the attack on Srebrenica.

After having surrendered, more than 2,000 male captives were transferred 
to a football ground in Nova Kasaba, where they were visited by Mladic.

“There was a dead silence at the stadiumÖ Mladic mentioned that buses 
would take women and children and that we would join them,” the wit-
ness said.

Mladic, then commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with the 
genocide against about 7,000 Srebrenica Muslims in the days that fol-
lowed the fall of the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995.

According to witness RM-253, as they were leaving the stadium, another 
captive wanted to take his bag with him, but a Bosnian Serb soldier told 
him: “As if you would need that bag again.”

“At that moment I realised that we would be taken somewhere and exe-
cuted and that our chances for survival were small,” the witness said.

He said they were then taken to a school building in Petkovci and some 
captives were killed even before they arrived.

According to the charges, about 1,000 Muslims from Srebrenica were shot 
at a dam in Petkovci on July 14, 1995.
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In the early evening, Serb soldiers began taking groups of captives out of 
the classrooms, where many of them were held, and then shooting could 
be heard, the witness said.

“When I came out into the corridor, they ordered us to put our personal 
documents aside. They had previously confiscated our money. They tied 
my hands behind my back, so I could not even move my fingers,” RM-253 
said.

Following a short drive in the dark, the truck which was carrying him and 
other captives arrived at a plateau near the dam, where he saw piles of 
bodies.

As soon as they got off the truck, the captives were shot at from close 
range. The witness said he was hit on his hand and lost consciousness. He 
then fell down among the other bodies, so Serb soldiers thought that he 
was dead.

He told the Tribunal that, once the soldiers had left, he managed to hide in 
a nearby canal, along with another survivor.

He said they saw a “truck collecting bodies and loading them onto a trac-
tor, which then transported them up there, towards the dam”. He said this 
clean-up operation lasted the whole day.

The trial of Mladic, who is also charged with persecuting Muslims and 
Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Saraje-
vo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage, continues on Wednesday.
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07 JUNE 2013

Seven-Year-Old Boy ‘Survived 
Srebrenica Firing Squad’

At the Hague trial of former Bosnian Serb army commander 
Ratko Mladic, a witness testified how he survived the 

Srebrenica massacres at the age of seven.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying at Mladic’s trial this week under the codename RM-313, the 
protected  witness said Bosnian Serb forces loaded him, his father and 
other residents of a village near Srebrenica onto a truck and blindfolded 
them.

When the truck stopped, the witness, his father and other men were or-
dered to go into a meadow.

“We went out. They untied our handkerchiefs. They ordered us to lie down 
and then began shooting at usÖ It was dark. Nothing else could be seen,” 
RM-313 said.

RM-313 said that he was shot in his leg and arm. He showed the scars to 
the judges. When asked where his father was at that moment, he said: “I 
don’t know where he was, not close by.”

“I got up... A white SUV with a Red Cross sign was coming towards us. I 
approached it and asked for permission [to get in],” the witness said, add-
ing that he was then taken to Zvornik in the vehicle, where he underwent 
medical treatment.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against about 7,000 Muslim men from Srebrenica in the days 
after it occupied the UN-protected enclave on July 11, 1995.

Mladic’s trial also heard this week from former Bosnian Serb officer Mo-
mir Nikolic, who said that two days after the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995, 
he asked Mladic about the fate of captured Muslims.

Mladic responded by making an abrupt hand gesture, from which the wit-
ness deduced that they would be killed.
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Nikolic said that he met Mladic on the road between Bratunac and Sre-
brenica, near Konjevic Polje, on July 13, 1995, while Muslim men who had 
been trying to get to Tuzla through the woods were surrendering.

“Mladic spoke to Muslim captives. He told them not to worry, adding that 
everything would be fine and that they would be transferred to their de-
sired destinations,” Nikolic said.

“When he headed towards his car, I followed him and asked him what 
would really happen to those people. Not even then did I believe that they 
would go wherever they wantedÖ Mladic laughed. He said nothing, but 
just made a hand gesture from left to right and then left,” Nikolic said.

He demonstrated Mladic’s gesture in the courtroom, abruptly moving 
his hand from left to right with his fingers extended and palm facing the 
ground.

After having admitting that he persecuted Muslims from Srebrenica, 
Nikolic was sentenced to 20 years in prison by the Hague Tribunal in 2003.

At the end of his testimony, Nikolic apologised to “all victims” and “all 
families, who survived the horrible crime” in Srebrenica.

“I am very sorry. I feel terrible...I made a mistake for not running away 
when I became aware of the fact that crime would be committed. I am sor-
ry for having participated in that horrible crime,” the witness said.

The trial of Mladic, who is also charged with the persecution of Bosniaks 
and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in 
Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hostage, continues next week.
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05 JUNE 2013

Ratko Mladic: ‘Hague Tribunal 
Saved My Life’

Former Bosnian Serb commander Mladic, who is on trial for 
war crimes, thanked the Hague Tribunal and its doctors for 

“pulling me out of the grave” after he suffered three 
strokes.

Ratko Mladic in the courtroom. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic thanked the Tribunal after its detention unit’s doctor, Paulus Fal-
ke. testified about the war crimes indictee’s health condition at the inter-
national court on Tuesday.

“Doctor Falke - you, your team, the entire staff in the detention unit that 
monitors me, guards, watches, examines and inspects me night and day, 
all the medical staff in the detention unit that have been treating me and 
the medical staff at the Bronovo Hospital [where Mladic was treated in 
The Hague], I would like to bow down before you and hail all of you as 
the people who pulled me out of the grave by both my legs,” Mladic said.

“Had it not been for your care, medication and God’s will, I would have 
visited Saint Peter a long time ago,” he said.

Mladic said that he had to commend the Tribunal as well, although he had 
said unpleasant things about it.
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“Had I not come here, I would have been in heaven a long time ago. So 
I sincerely thank everyone, from the cleaning lady to the owner and the 
Bronovo Hospital staff for having saved my life. Thank you,” he said.

Speaking in favour of a defence proposal to reduce the Mladic trial’s work-
ing week from five to four days, Falke presented a detailed description of 
the defendant’s health condition.

He said that Mladic’s health was stable and not deteriorating despite his 
three strokes, and contrary to the defence’s medical experts, he said there 
was no increased risk of another stroke.

But he also noted: “Medical staff at the detention unit have noticed that 
Mladic gets extremely tired during hearings. When he returns from a 
hearing, he is too tired to undress himself, so he just lies in his bed and 
ignores dinner.”

According to a psychiatrist’s findings, the testimonies heard during the 
trial have been “very painful and upsetting” for Mladic, which might have 
affected his appetite, Falke said.

“Doctor, as a human being, I am not surprised by even the most heinous 
truths and facts, but even the slightest lie, irrespective of who wrote, im-
puted or uttered it, makes me short-tempered,” Mladic responded.

The trial chamber will make a decision on whether to shorten the working 
week in Mladic’s case at a later stage.
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31 MAY 2013

Srebrenica Massacres ‘Were 
Planned in Advance’

A former Bosnian Serb soldier testified at the Hague trial 
of Ratko Mladic that he was told in advance by a senior 

officer that all the Muslim men from Srebrenica would be 
killed.

JUSTICE REPORT

Witness Momir Nikolic, then chief of security with the Bratunac Brigade 
of the Bosnian Serb Army, told Mladic’s trial this week that one day after 
the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995, Lieutenant Colonel Vujadin Popovic an-
nounced to him that all Muslim men from the town would be killed.

Nikolic said that on July 12, 1995 he asked Popovic, the then chief of secu-
rity of the Drina Corps of the Bosnian Serb Army, what would happen to 
the Bosniaks from Srebrenica who had sought shelter near the UN peace-
keeping troops’ compound in nearby Potocari after fleeing from Serb forc-
es the previous day.

“Popovic told me that the women and children would be transferred to 
territories controlled by Muslim forces in Kladanj or Tuzla. He said that 
able-bodied men would be separated from the others,” Nikolic said.

“When I asked him, ‘Mr. Lieutenant Colonel, what will happen to the 
able-bodied men?’, Popovic said in an arrogant way, as always: ‘All Mus-
lims should be killed,’” he said.

Nikolic was jailed for 20 years for war crimes by the Hague Tribunal in 
2003, and Popovic is also serving a life sentence for committing genocide 
in Srebrenica.

Former Bosnian Serb military commander Mladic is on trial for genocide, 
a charge that includes the murder of about 7,000 Bosniak men and the 
deportation of thousands of women and children.

Nikolic said that the way the Serb soldiers treated the Muslim men who 
they separated from their families in Potocari was “the first signal indi-
cating that something was wrong”.

“They confiscated their personal belongings and threw them on a large 
pile...They threatened them, spat on them, mistreated them and told them 
all sorts of things. I personally saw that,” the witness said.

Mladic’s trial continues next week.
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27 MAY 2013

Mladic ‘Directly Involved in 
Srebrenica Offensive’

A former Bosnian Serb lieutenant colonel testified at Ratko 
Mladic’s Hague trial that the ex-commander was directly 

involved in the Srebrenica offensive in July 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mirko Trivic, wartime commander of the Second Romanija Brigade of the 
Bosnian Serb Army, said that he met Mladic in Srebrenica on the day that 
the enclave fell on July 11, 1995, and that Mladic gave him orders.

On the evening of the following day, Trivic attended a meeting in Bratunac 
with Mladic, Radislav Krstic, then commander of the Drina Corps, and 
Vinko Pandurevic, commander of the Zvornik Brigade.

The witness said that Mladic ordered them to prepare for the continuation 
of an offensive on Zepa, another UN-protected enclave in eastern Bosnia.

The Hague Tribunal has already sentenced Krstic to 35 years in prison 
for having assisted the commission of genocide in Srebrenica, while Pan-
durevic was pronounced guilty of having assisted in the killing and per-
secution of Bosniaks from Srebrenica and sentenced to 13 years’ impris-
onment.

Bosnian Serb commander Mladic is on trial for genocide in Srebrenica, 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo 
citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The Hague prosecution last week also called a protected witness who per-
sonally saw the murder of Muslims from Srebrenica and the burial of hun-
dreds of bodies around Bratunac in July 1995.

Protected witness RM-306 said that he saw the murder of five Muslim 
captives in front of the agricultural co-operative premises in the village 
of Kravica on July 13, 1995, adding that many more dead bodies could be 
seen nearby.

“Besides those five that I saw Ö there was another pile of killed people,” 
the witness said.
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“According to my estimates, between 40 and 50 [dead] people were there,” 
he said.

The witness said that lieutenant colonel Ljubisa Beara, then security chief 
at the Bosnian Serb Army’s main headquarters, ordered him to dig four 
big graves.

The Hague Tribunal ruled in 2010 that Beara was one of the key organisers 
of the Srebrenica genocide and sentenced him to life imprisonment.

Mladic’s trial continues this week.
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17 MAY 2013

Srebrenica Women Recall Their 
Families’ Deaths

Testifying at the Hague trial of Ratko Mladic, two women 
from Srebrenica testified that members of their family 
were killed by Bosnian Serb forces after the fall of the 

enclave in 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mirsada Malagic told Mladic’s trial at The Hague that she saw her husband 
and two sons for the last time on the road towards the village of Potocari 
on the day of the fall of Srebrenica.

Her husband and older son joined some other men who were walking 
through the woods towards Tuzla, while the witness, her father-in-law 
and younger son went to the UN protection force’s compound in Potocari.

“The place was crowded with people. I did not even say goodbye to my 
family properly. We parted ways while grenades were falling around us,” 
Malagic said.

Malagic never saw her husband Salko again, or her sons Admir, 15, and 
Elvir, 20. Before loading them onto buses in Potocari on July 13, 1995, Serb 
soldiers separated the witness from her 70-year old father-in-law. She 
has never seen him again either.

Malagic, who was hit in the hand by shrapnel, said she saw Mladic in Po-
tocari the same day. She said that he assured the refugees that “no harm 
would be done to anybody” and that they “would go to Kladanj”.

“My father-in-law was found in a mass grave in Snagovo, while my hus-
band and middle son were found at Zvornicka Kamenica in 2009. My son 
Elvir was also later found at Kamenica,” Malagic said.

She said that she reburied her father-in-law, husband and middle son at 
the Srebrenica memorial centre in Potocari on the 15th anniversary of the 
fall of the city, on July 11, 2010. Her older son was reburied two years later.

Mladic, then commander of Bosnian Serb forces, is charged with genocide 
against about 7,000 men from Srebrenica and persecution of their women 
and children in July 1995.
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Witness Saliha Osmanovic also spoke about losing her husband and 18-
year old son. The remains of Ramo and Nermin Osmanovic were found in 
a mass grave 14 years later.

“We left the house together. On July 11, we parted ways ñ they went 
through the woods, while I went to Potocari... I have never seen them 
again,” the witness said.

She said that a cousin told her that her husband Ramo left the column of 
men walking through the woods on July 13, 1995 “in order to see us pass-
ing by” and then was captured.

The trial of Mladic, who is also charged with persecuting Bosniaks and 
Croats, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers hos-
tage, is due to continue on May 21.
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10 MAY 2013

Mladic Trial Hears of 
Srebrenica Executions

Testifying at the trial of Ratko Mladic, two surviving 
witnesses described the execution of Bosniaks from 

Srebrenica in July 1995 by Bosnian Serb forces.

JUSTICE REPORT

Protected witness RM-297 witness described the execution of about 1,000 
Bosniaks from Srebrenica by Bosnian Serb forces in Orahovica village, near 
Zvornik, on July 14, 1995.

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, is 
charged with genocide against some 7,000 Srebrenica Muslims in the days 
following July 11, 1995. He is also on trial for persecution of Bosniaks and 
Croats, terrorizing Sarajevo citizens and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The witness said that following the fall of Srebrenica, he tried to break 
through to Bosnian Army territory by walking through the woods towards 
Tuzla but surrendered to Serb soldiers two days later, on July 13, 1995. 
Mladic addressed the captives in a meadow near Sandici village on that 
same evening, the witness recalled.

“He greeted us by saying: ‘Good evening neighbours’. He then told us: 
‘The governments are negotiating. You will be exchanged tomorrow ac-
cording to ‘all for all’ principle’. We said: ‘Thank you Commander’. He 
said: ‘You will go to the hangars. You will get water, but no dinner,’” the 
witness said.

The witness was separated from his brother in Sandici. He only recently 
found out what happened to him. “They say they have found a few bones, 
but not the whole bodyÖ” the witness said.

On the same evening, the captives were transferred to Bratunac, where 
some were killed during the night. In the morning on July 14 they were 
transported to Orahovac by truck. “They cursed our Turkish and Muslim 
mothers and said: ‘This is Serbian land. Nobody can defeat the Serbian 
Army,’” the witness said.

According to witness RMñ297, the Serb soldiers blindfolded their Bosniak 
captives in the overcrowded school gym in Orahovac. They gave each of 
them a small cup of water before loading them onto a truck. The witness 
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said the truck stopped after a short ride. The captives were ordered to get 
out and line up. Looking through an opening below his blindfold, the wit-
ness saw a dead body in front of him. He then heard a burst of gunfire and 
fell down, although he was not hit.

“A captive was severely wounded. He asked them to kill him. He did not 
even cryÖ A Serb soldier said: ‘Slowly, slowly,’” witness RM-297 said.

While lying underneath the dead bodies, he heard trucks bringing new 
groups of captives and shooting “every fifteen minutes”.  A few hours 
later the witness managed to flee from the scene. After wandering around 
for two days, he reached territory controlled by the Bosnian Army.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence attorney, Branko Lukic, 
asked the witness whether he recognized Mladic in Sandici or heard that 
he was present there. Witness RM-297 confirmed that he “had never 
seen” Mladic before Sandici and that the news, that it was him, spread 
among the captives.

Another protected prosecution witness testified under codename RM-314 
and said he survived the shooting carried out by members of the Republika 
Srpska Army, VRS, on the banks of the Jadar River near Konjevic Polje.

RM-314 said that he was among several thousand men who were trying 
to get to Tuzla through the woods following the fall of Srebrenica. The 
witness said that he was captured on July 13, 1995 and that Serb policemen 
beat him up, just like all other captives.

After being held in a warehouse near Konjevic Polje for some time, the 
witness was ordered to get onto a bus together with “15 or 16 other Mus-
lims.

“Four soldiers and a female driver got on the bus with us. Those soldiers 
beat us up in the warehouse... Some time later we were ordered to get out 
of the bus. They lined us up next to a metal partition on the side of the 
road. A soldier then said: ‘Not there’. We were told to go to the river. They 
lined us up again. A 14-year-old boy was among us. The four soldiers fol-
lowed us and shot at us,” witness RM-314 said.

The witness said he was hit in the left hip. He fell into the river and man-
aged to flee from the scene.

Mladic’s trial also heard this week from a former Dutch UN peacekeeper 
who said that Bosniaks in Srebrenica “had no other choice” but to accept 
the evacuation ordered by the Serb forces.
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Robert Franken, the assistant commander of the Dutch Battalion of UN-
PROFOR in Srebrenica, said Bosniaks were forced to accept the evacuation 
organized by the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, after July 11, 1995.

Describing “the choice” facing tens of thousands of refugees from Sre-
brenica who sought shelter in the vicinity of the UN compound in Potocari, 
Franken said they could “either stay in the crowd without food and water” 
in very hot weather and “die slowly” or “leave”.

Franken said he personally saw the separation of Bosniak men from wom-
en and children. “The VRS had previously prevented the ‘blue helmets’ 
from protecting the separated men,” the witness said.

Mladic’s trial continues next week.
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19 APRIL 2013

Mladic Told Srebrenica 
Civilians ‘Survive or Perish’
During testimony by Dutch officer Pieter Boering, 

prosecutors at the trial of Ratko Mladic  again showed 
footage in which the Bosian Serb commander, on seizing 
Srebrenica in July 1995, told Muslim captives they could 

“survive or perish”.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic is charged with committing genocide against around 7,000 Sre-
brenica Muslims, as well as with the expulsion of a thousand women, chil-
dren and elderly people in the days after the Bosnian Serb army seized 
Srebrenica on July 11, 1995.

The then officer of the Dutch UNPROFOR Battalion, Major Boering, was 
present at the meeting of General Mladic with commander of the Blue 
Helmets Thom Karemans and representatives of the Srebrenica Muslims 
in the Bratunac hotel Fontana on July 11 and 12, 1995.

Footage from the first meeting shows Mladic yelling at Karemans, asking 
why he ordered a NATO attack on the Army of Republika Srpska and asking 
him if he “wanted to see his family again”.

After saying that the “goal of my operations are neither UNPROFOR nor 
the civilians”, Mladic asked the UNPROFOR officer to bring the Srebrenica 
representatives. “You can all leave, all stay, or all die,” said Mladic on the 
tape.

Witness Boering said it was a “pure threat”.

At the third meeting in the Fontana in the morning of July 12, 1995, Mladic 
told the representatives of Srebrenica Muslims, among them a woman: 
“You can survive or perish.”

He specified that the condition for survival was that all armed Bosniaks 
“lay down their weapons.

“Then you can choose ñ who wants to stay, and who wants to leave... If 
you want to leave, say so,” said Mladic.
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Boering said that at the time thousands of Muslims were crowded around 
the UNPROFOR base in Potocari, seeking protection from Bosnian Serb 
forces. Among them, the witness said, there were no armed fighters. 
Mladic, however, announced at the meetings in the Fontana he would 
separate all men aged between 16 and 60 and seek the “war criminals” 
among them.

The Dutch officer described how Bosnian Serb soldiers separated men 
from their families and locked them up in the “White House”, stripping 
them of their personal belongings and documents. They were then taken 
by bus towards Bratunac, from where, according to the indictment, they 
were moved to several locations around Zvornik and executed.

Boering testified that he escorted a convoy to the village of Tisce, where 
Serb soldiers separated the men and took them into the woods. He tried to 
follow them, but soldiers of the Bosnian Serb army returned him and in-
structed him to escort the Muslim women and children to territory under 
the control of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which he did.

Cross-examined by Mladic’s lawyer, Miodrag Stojanovic, Boering con-
firmed that the task of UNPROFOR was to disarm the Army of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in Srebrenica, but that the Dutch soldiers had only managed 
to do it partially.

The defence showed footage from the Fontana in which Colonel Karemans 
told General Mladic that “he knew there were a lot of weapons smuggled 
into the enclave”.

Boering said that the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Srebrenica took 
UNPROFOR soldiers hostages and that he himself had been among them.

Mladic is charged with expulsion of Muslims and Croats across Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo by shelling and sniping 
campaigns and taking international peacekeepers hostages between 1992 
and 1995.

The trial will resume on April 19.
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15 APRIL 2013

Srebrenica Massacre Survivor 
Recalls Prisoner Executions

A witness testified at Ratko Mladic’s Hague trial that the 
former Bosnian Serb commander told prisoners from 

Srebrenica that they would be exchanged, but instead they 
were massacred.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected witness codenamed RM-346 testified at Mladic’s war 
crimes trial at the Hague Tribunal last week that after the fall of Srebren-
ica to Bosnian Serb forces, he attempted to escape through the woods in 
the direction of Tuzla.

He surrendered to Serb forces on July 13, 1995. In the village of Nova Ka-
saba, the witness said, Mladic told a group of around 2,000 prisoners that 
they would be exchanged.

Mladic “failed to react” when his soldiers separated a prisoner from the 
others, “beat him with rifle butts and kicked him” and then “shot him 
with a gun”, he said.

RM-346 said that from the bus that was transporting the prisoners that 
day, he saw “four, five bodies” in front of a warehouse in the village of 
Kravica.

According to the indictment against Mladic, Serb forces killed around 
1,000 Bosniaks in the warehouse in Kravica on July 13, 1995.

Mladic, former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against about 7,000 Bosniaks from Srebrenica and persecution of 
their families in the days that followed the occupation of the UN protected 
enclave on July 11, 1995.

He is also on trial for persecuting Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with a long-term shell-
ing and sniping campaign, and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.

The witness said that some of the prisoners disappeared in the town of 
Bratunac too, before the rest were moved the next day to the village of Pil-
ica near Zvornik and locked up in a school. That night, RM-346 said that 
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while he was fetching water, he witnessed the killing of prisoners from the 
bus behind the school.

He added that Bosnian Serb troops told prisoners on July 16, 1995, that 
they were going to be exchanged, and then took them to the Branjevo 
military farm near Zvornik, where 1,200 people are believed to have been 
killed.

When they arrived in three buses, RM-346 saw heaps of bodies of execut-
ed prisoners in a field. He said that Serb soldiers were taking men out of 
buses to the field and killing them in groups of ten.

“They first opened fire in bursts, and I fell, another one fell on top of my 
head. He was already dead. I felt the blood trickling onto me,” RM-346 
said.

“Then I heard them say they would shoot everyone in the head, so that 
no one stayed alive. The other one cursed, said don’t shoot in the head, 
the brain splatters, shoot in the back, and he shot me in the back, and 
the bullet went between my left arm and torso, through the jacket,” the 
witness continued.

“I stayed down. They asked if anyone was wounded, to help and bandage 
them. Some called out and they were finished off fast,” he said.

Mladic was removed from the courtroom while RM-346 was testifying 
after accusing the witness of lying.

After RM-346’s testimony, the judges allowed Mladic to return to the 
courtroom, to hear the testimony of Jean-Rene Ruez, who was the chief 
Hague investigator for Srebrenica until 2001.

Ruez told the Hague judges that he found traces of blood in an agricultural 
co-operative building in Kravica in 1996. He said he based his investiga-
tion on statements given by survivors, which he took in Tuzla on July 20, 
1995.
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11 APRIL 2013

Mladic Thrown Out of Court For 
Insulting Witness

Bosnian Serb wartime general Ratko Mladic launched a 
tirade at the judge after he was ejected from his Hague 
trial for calling a witness who survived the Srebrenica 

massacres a liar.

JUSTICE REPORT

The presiding judge ordered Mladic out of the courtroom on Wednesday 
after he spoke to the protected witness who had been testifying about how 
he survived the execution of around 1,200 Bosniaks at the Branjevo mili-
tary farm near Zvornik on July 16, 1995.

Judge Alphons Orie asked the protected witness, codenamed ‘RM-346’, 
whether Mladic had addressed him.

“Probably, because he said I was lying about everything. I am not sure it 
was about me, I assume so,” the witness replied.

While Mladic was being removed from the courtroom, he shouted at the 
judge: “How dare you throw me out, you bear. I told that to my lawyer, not 
to him. This Turk is lying...”

Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic insisted that his client had only spoken to 
him, complaining that the witness “learned this all by heart”.

Former Bosnian Serb commander Mladic, who is charged with genocide in 
Srebrenica and other wartime crimes, had only just returned to the trial 
after two days of absence while recovering from minor surgery.

The trial continues.
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08 APRIL 2013

Ratko Mladic Surgery 
Interrupts Hague Trial

Hague Tribunal prosecutors’ plans to present evidence 
about the Srebrenica genocide were disrupted when 

doctors ordered Mladic to rest after a minor operation.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic failed to appear in court on Monday morning, claiming that he felt 
unwell.

After initial confusion, the presiding judge Alphons Orie announced he 
had been told that Mladic was in The Hague’s Bronovo hospital, where he 
“underwent minor invasive surgery”.

Mladic however did not give permission for the chamber to hear details 
about the nature of the operation.

According to judge Orie, a specialist from the hospital recommended that 
Mladic have a day’s rest from his trial, and the chamber rescheduled the 
hearing for Tuesday.

Mladic’s lawyer, Branko Lukic, had previously said that he believed that 
Mladic’s visit to hospital was unscheduled.

Lukic announced he would request that due to Mladic’s poor health, the 
court be in session for four instead of five days a week in the future, em-
phasising that the proposal was supported by custody doctors.

Mladic’s trial has been interrupted on several previous occasions due to 
illness.

Jean-Rene Ruez, the chief Hague investigator of the Srebrenica massacres 
between 1995 and 2001, had been scheduled to testify on Monday.

According to the indictment and earlier verdicts by the Hague Tribunal, 
the Bosnian Serb Army, under Mladic’s command, systematically killed 
around 7,000 Bosniak men in the days after the fall of Srebrenica, then a 
United Nations protected zone, on July 11, 1995.

Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats across 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising Sarajevo civilians with long-running 
shelling and sniper campaigns and taking UN peacekeepers hostage.
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01 MARCH 2013

Mladic’s Troops ‘Bombarded 
Sarajevo Civilians’

A former senior UN observer told the Hague Tribunal that 
civilians were killed by grenades and sniper fire from 
positions held by Ratko Mladic’s Bosnian Serb Army.

JUSTICE REPORT

Norwegian major Thorbjorn Overgard said that “there were victims al-
most every day” in the Hrasnica neighbourhood of Sarajevo from October 
1994 to May 1995 while he was acting as a UN observer in the besieged city 
during the Bosnian conflict.

According to Overgard’s estimate, “between 30 and 40 civilians”, includ-
ing two small children, were killed in incidents he investigated on just one 
day, November 17, 1994.

Overgard said that the investigations in which he participated showed that 
the attacks were launched from Bosnian Serb positions.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for terrorising civil-
ians in Sarajevo through a shelling and sniper-fire campaign, committing 
genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, expelling Bosniaks 
and Croats and taking international peacekeepers hostage during the con-
flict.

Overgard said that he personally witnessed the Bosnian Serb Army fir-
ing modified air-bombs at civilian buildings in Hrasnica. He said that one 
such bomb killed a woman and wounded other civilians on April 7, 1995.

When responding to questions from Mladic’s defence attorney, Overgard 
confirmed that he saw a person in military trousers and boots lying mo-
tionlessly in the house which was destroyed in the explosion.

Mladic’s trial has been temporarily suspended until April 7 at the request 
of the defendant.
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26 FEBRUARY 2013

Dead Serbian Soldiers’ Families 
Win Compensation

A court ruled that the state denied a fair legal hearing 
to families of two soldiers killed at a Belgrade barracks 

where they alleged war crimes suspect Ratko Mladic was 
hiding.

MARIJA RISTIC

Serbia’s constitutional court accepted an appeal from the families of Dra-
gan Jakovljevic and Drazen Milovanovic, two soldiers who died in mys-
terious circumstances on October 5, 2004, while on guard at a military 
barracks in Belgrade.

The court ruled that the state denied them the right to a fair hearing be-
cause it investigated the case for eight years but didn’t press any charges.

Each family was awarded 5,000 euro in compensation.

“This is a moral victory for the families and I hope it will result in finding 
those responsible for the killings. Money doesn’t mean anything to these 
people anymore,”  their lawyer, Predrag Savic, said on Monday.

Following the killings of the soldiers, the Serbian Army and its military 
court launched an investigation which resulted in a ruling that one soldier 
killed the other and then committed suicide.

But another investigation, initiated by the families, found that a third per-
son killed the two servicemen.

The families also claimed last year that they had received unofficial con-
firmation that their children were killed because fugitive Bosnian Serb 
military chief Ratko Mladic was hiding in the barracks while on the run 
from an indictment at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia, ICTY.

“A month ago we got a letter signed by the ‘former security of the ICTY 
indictee’ in which it was described what happened that day. The letter says 
that Mladic was present that day in the barracks and that our two boys 
noticed him,” said Janko Jakovljevic, the father of one of the dead soldiers, 
in July last year.



- 405 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

Jakovljevic said that Mladic requested that the two soldiers be killed.

But Serbia’s chief prosecutor for war crimes Vladimir Vukcevic responded 
that according to his office’s information, during that period Mladic was 
in New Belgrade, not at the barracks where the two soldiers died.

“However everything needs to be checked. I support all the efforts of the 
families to find those responsible,” Vukcevic said last July.

Jelena Milic from the Belgrade-based NGO Centre for Euro Atlantic Stud-
ies, who was one of the families’ legal representatives, said that Consti-
tutional court ruling was a boost for their efforts to find those responsible 
for the killings.

“This ruling is a victory for the parents and their legal representatives, 
who can now seek justice before Strasbourg court of human rights,” Milic 
said.

She added that the completion of the investigation and the identification 
of the network that helped Mladic while he was in hiding was crucial for 
the reform of the Serbian security services.

The trial of ten people who harboured and shielded him, which began in 
2009 in Belgrade and is still ongoing, showed that Mladic moved from 
Bosnian Serb territory to the Serbian capital in 1997 with a group of fellow 
senior officers.

That year, at the request of Slobodan Milosevic, then Yugoslav president, 
the so-called 30th Personnel Centre was formed. The unit mostly consist-
ed of former members of the Bosnian Serb army, tasked with taking care 
of Mladic.

Mladic moved freely about Belgrade until April 2002 when the Serbian 
parliament adopted a law on cooperation with the ICTY.

According to the Serbian war crimes prosecutor’s office, Mladic hid in a 
variety of locations in Belgrade until 2006, when all trace of him was lost.

Mladic was finally arrested in 2011 and is currently on trial in The Hague.
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22 FEBRUARY 2013

Mladic’s Trial Told of Killings 
and Abuse

Witnesses told the Hague trial of former Bosnian Serb 
military commander Ratko Mladic that they saw murders 

at detention camps in Foca and Prijedor and the shelling of 
Sarajevo.

DENIS DZIDIC

Prosecution witness Nermin Karagic told Mladic’s trial at the Hague Tri-
bunal this week that he survived the mass murder of Bosniaks by Bosnian 
Serb forces in Ljubija, near Prijedor, in the summer of 1992.

Karagic, who was 17 years old at the time, said that he was hiding in the 
woods, along with his father, cousins and other men, after an attack by 
the Bosnian Serb army on Hambarine village, near Prijedor, but that they 
were captured in July 1992.

After transferring them to the Miska Glava Centre detention camp, Serb 
soldiers took ten people from a group of prisoners, who were held in the 
same room as Karagic.

“They said in advance what would happen to them, how they would end 
up,” the witness said, adding that he heard screams from one of the men 
immediately after they had been taken away.

Karagic and other prisoners were then taken to a stadium in Ljubija and 
lined up against a wall, and the killing began. The witness said that he 
heard gunshots and screams.

Describing the killing of a prisoner standing next to him, the witness said: 
“I accidentally turned my head in that direction. They were killing him 
next to me. They were beating him with rifle butts and bayonets.”

Karagic said that when his turn came, a major stopped the murders. “They 
wanted to kill us as well. The major said: ‘Are you going to carry them 
away?’ So they stopped killing us. We were then ordered to carry the dead 
bodies and load them onto a bus,” the witness said.

Karagic, who said that his father did not survive the massacre at the sta-
dium in Ljubija, explained that he managed to escape by jumping out of 
a bus.
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Mladic, former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is charged with 
genocide against Bosniaks and Croats in seven Bosnian municipalities, in-
cluding Prijedor and Foca. He is also charged with crimes against human-
ity and violation of the laws and customs of war.

This week, the prosecutors also called protected witness RM-013 who said 
that, after having been arrested in April 1992, he was detained in the Foca 
prison for two years.

He described how hundreds of Bosniaks were unlawfully held in diffi-
cult conditions alongside him, while being abused and beaten up, some so 
badly that they died.

RM-013 said that he saw how prisoners were “taken to the administrative 
building” and that “the beating and screams in the courtyard followed”.

A former United Nations observer in Sarajevo, Per Brennskag, also tes-
tified this week and said that the Bosnian Serb Army shelled and fired 
modified air-bombs at civilian buildings in Sarajevo.

Brennskag said that he personally counted 150 artillery projectiles explod-
ing in Sarajevo during one day in June 1995.

He said that both sides opened fire, but most of the grenades fell in the city 
after having been fired from Bosnian Serb positions.
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15 FEBRUARY 2013

Mladic’s Troops ‘Shelled 
Sarajevo Hospital’

A Sarajevo doctor told at Ratko Mladic’s Hague trial that 
the Bosnian Serb army repeatedly attacked his hospital 

with the intention of destroying it.

JUSTICE REPORT

Doctor Bakir Nakas told the Hague Tribunal that Sarajevo’s state hospital, 
where he worked during the 1992-95 war, was hit during the conflict by 
some 200 projectiles fired by Bosnian Serb forces.

Nakas, who was appointed director of the former Yugoslav Army hospital 
after the war broke out in May 1992, said that “the shelling caused signif-
icant damage to the hospital building”, despite the fact that a Red Cross 
flag was hoisted on its south side, facing Bosnian Serb positions.

Former Bosnian Serb military chief Mladic is on trial for terrorising civil-
ians in Sarajevo through a shelling and sniper-fire campaign, committing 
genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, expelling Bosniaks 
and Croats and taking international peacekeepers hostage during the con-
flict.

Nakas said that the worst period was between May 13 and 16, 1992, when 
the hospital was hit by about 40 grenades.

He said that by watching what was going on and looking at the grenade 
fragments found by hospital staff inside the building, he concluded that 
the artillery and sniper fire came from areas controlled by Bosnian Serbs.

Many patients were treated “under the most unfavourable conditions”, he 
said - without electricity, water and other basic necessities.

Other witnesses called by the prosecution at Mladic’s trial this week also 
testified about artillery and sniper attacks by Bosnian Serbs on Sarajevo 
civilians.

Sarajevo police investigator Ekrem Suljevic said that the Bosnian Serb 
army used to fill 200-litre barrels with explosives and put them on wheels 
before “rolling them down towards an inhabited area” from one of the 
hills around Sarajevo.
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A former war crimes investigator for the Sarajevo police, Edin Suljic, said 
meanwhile that an investigation had determined that a mortar shell which 
killed and wounded more than 200 people in the city’s Markale open-air 
market in February 1994 was fired from positions held by the Bosnian 
Serb army.

Mladic’s trial will resume next week.
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08 FEBRUARY 2013

Ratko Mladic ‘Terrorised 
Sarajevo with Snipers’

A former UN peacekeeping forces official told the Hague 
Tribunal that Bosnian Serb forces under Mladic’s command 

targeted civilians with artillery and sniper fire.

JUSTICE REPORT

The Bosnian Serb Army “constantly shelled and conducted sniper attacks 
against civilians in Sarajevo” said Anthony Banbury, who served with the 
UN protection force UNPROFOR in the besieged capital from April 1994 to 
May 1995.

He said that by staging the attacks and restricting the delivery of aid sup-
plies to Sarajevo, the Bosnian Serbs “physically and mentally terrorised 
civilians”.

According to Banbury, Mladic and Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
had firm control over the attacks and the passage of humanitarian convoys 
to the city.

Mladic is on trial for terrorising civilians in Sarajevo, committing geno-
cide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, expelling Bosniaks and 
Croats and taking international peacekeepers hostage during the conflict 
between 1992 and 1995.

During his testimony, Banbury said that Mladic and Karadzic used the 
siege of Sarajevo to put pressure on the Bosnian authorities and respond-
ed to offensives by the Bosnian Army with more intensive attacks and 
blockades.

The witness said that Mladic and Karadzic used these powers as a nego-
tiating tool during peace talks to achieve concessions from the Sarajevo 
authorities and international mediators.

Banbury said that Mladic once admitted to UNPROFOR commander Rupert 
Smith in 1995 that the “intensified sniper attacks” in Sarajevo came in 
retribution for “Serb victims” killed during an offensive by the Bosnian 
Army in the Bihac area of northern Bosnia.
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The Hague prosecution this week also called former Sarajevo police bal-
listics expert Mirza Sabljica, who testified about numerous investigations 
into mortar and sniper attacks which he participated in from 1993 to 1996.

Sabljica said that it was not possible to determine the exact location from 
which the mortars were fired or which of the two sides fired them, just the 
direction from which they came.

“Considering the methods we used, we were never able to precisely deter-
mine the location from which the grenades were fired. We never gave rise 
to prejudice by saying that a grenade was fired from a certain position held 
by a specific army,” said Sabljica.

The prosecution alleges that, in most of the incidents, they were fired 
from positions held by Bosnian Serb forces.

The witness also said that after the war, police discovered “sniper nests” 
and bullets for both sniper rifles and automatic weapons in four tower 
blocks in Grbavica, a Sarajevo district held by Bosnian Serb forces during 
the war.

“We visited those building, because our findings indicated that sniper bul-
lets fired at trams, cars and pedestrians might have come from that area 
during the conflict in Sarajevo,” Sabljica said.

“It turned out... that we were pretty precise,” he said.

Mladic’s trial will continue on Monday.
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04 FEBRUARY 2013

Mladic Ordered to Pay for Own 
Defence

The Hague court told former Bosnian Serb Army 
commander Ratko Mladic that he must pay more than 

60,000 euro towards the costs of his war crimes defence.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mladic declared in June 2011 that he did not have enough money to finance 
his defence but the Hague Tribunal has now ruled that he is able to pay.

An investigation concluded that Mladic’s principal family home “exceeds 
the reasonable needs for himself and the persons with whom he habitually 
resides”.

It also said that both Mladic and his wife Bosiljka receive monthly pen-
sions and that they have cash in their bank account.

After deducting the estimated living expenses for the war crimes defend-
ant and his wife, the Tribunal decided that Mladic should pay 60,992 euro 
towards his defence while the rest of the costs will be borne by the court.

According to the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugo-
slavia’s rules, suspects on trial can be asked to pay part of their defence 
costs, after their estimated living expenses and those of their dependents 
are deducted.

Mladic is on trial for genocide at Srebrenica and seven other municipali-
ties, expelling Bosniaks and Croats, and taking international peacekeepers 
hostage during the conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He was arrested in May 2011 after more than a decade on the run and his 
trial started a year later. The prosecution is currently presenting its evi-
dence.
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01 FEBRUARY 2013

BBC Reporter Recalls Sarajevo 
Horrors

Wartime Sarajevo correspondent Martin Bell told Ratko 
Mladic’s trial that the Bosnian Serb leadership used the 

city’s siege for political gain.

DENIS DZIDIC

Veteran British journalist Bell told Mladic’s Hague trial this week that, of 
all the wars he has reported on, the Bosnian conflict made “the least dif-
ference between civilians and soldiers”, when it came to “taking targets”.

“This was a war waged in the centre of an industrial city. Most of the time 
there was no electricity, gas or water, so the people lived in primitive con-
ditions. I learned that elderly people even died of hypothermia,” said Bell.

He said that the Bosnian Serb leadership used the siege of Sarajevo as 
political pressure in an attempt to extort the best possible outcome of the 
conflict.

Former Bosnian Serb Army commander is charged with terrorising civil-
ians in Sarajevo through systematic shelling and sniper attacks, commit-
ting genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, persecuting 
Muslims and Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina and taking UN 
peacekeepers hostage.

Bell said that Bosnian Serb forces regularly attacked Sarajevo civilians and 
recalled that in January 1993, he saw a sniper shoot a man as he queued 
for water in the street.

“This was the only water pump which was working and civilians were shot 
while they were waiting to get water,” said Bell.

“I would not say they were caught in the crossfire, but I would say they 
were deliberately targeted. The victims were on the side of the government 
in Sarajevo, so I conclude the fire came from the Bosnian Serb side,” he 
added.

Mladic’s trial also heard this week from a French former UN protection 
force, UNPROFOR officer, who was deployed in Sarajevo in 1994 and 1995 
and testified under the code name RM-120.
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He said that Mladic designed the Bosnian Serb Army’s strategy in Sarajevo 
which included attacking civilians with grenades and the use of snipers.

RM-120 said he saw Bosnian Serb forces attack civilians and restrict the 
delivery of humanitarian aid to the city.

He said that UNPROFOR’s investigations showed that “66 sniping inci-
dents” originated from Bosnian Serb-held territories, while the opposing 
Bosnian Army was responsible for six such incidents.
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25 JANUARY 2013

Bosnian Serbs ‘Attacked 
Sarajevo Market’, Mladic Trial 

Told
Two former UN peacekeepers told Bosnian Serb 

commander Ratko Mladic’s trial at The Hague that his 
forces were probably responsible for a market attack that 

killed 43.

DENIS DZIDIC

The two former UN protection forces, UNPROFOR officers testified that 
evidence showed that Bosnian forces could not have staged the deadly 
mortar attack on Sarajevo’s Markale open-air market on August 25, 1995, 
as Mladic has claimed.

Rupert Smith, former UNPROFOR forces commander in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, told the Hague Tribunal that the international peacekeepers’ audio 
and visual radars did not show a mortar being fired from the vicinity of the 
city centre on August 25, 1995.

“That led us to believe that the mortar was fired outside of Bosnian Army 
range,” said Smith.

He added that he later concluded, based on an UNPROFOR investigation, 
that the mortar shell, which killed 43 civilians and wounded 75 more, was 
fired by the Bosnian Serb Army.

Mladic is charged with terrorising Sarajevo citizens through a campaign 
of shelling and sniping, with the Markale attack one of the incidents listed 
in his indictment.

He is also on trial for genocide committed in Srebrenica and seven other 
municipalities, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats, and taking UNPRO-
FOR peacekeepers as hostages.

Smith also testified that he complained to Mladic in 1995 because of an in-
crease in the number of sniper attacks. He said that Mladic “did not deny” 
he had control over the snipers.

Mladic’s also trial heard this week from a former French UNPROFOR of-
ficer who testified as a protected witness under the code name RM-055.
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The witness said that the Bosnian Serb snipers in Sarajevo were “profes-
sional”, explaining that he considered that their goals were to “block the 
city” and “destroy the population’s morale”.

“This means that, for a sniper who did not have any ethnic scruples, it 
would be reasonable to use sporadic and random artillery and sniper fire 
against civilians,” he said.

Witness RM-055 also said that on August 28, 1995, he “clearly heard a 
mortar volley”, which hit the street in front of Markale market.

When he arrived at the scene of the explosion about ten minutes later, he 
said that “the last corpses and parts of human bodies were being carried 
away and the cleaning of the street had just begun”.

RM-055 confirmed that an investigation had determined that because of 
the angle of the mortar’s descent and the fact that none of UNPROFOR’s 
radars recorded it, the projectile came from a location about 1,300 metres 
away to the south-east.

“The division line between the Bosnian Army and Bosnian Serbs was be-
tween 800 and 1,000 metres from the explosion place at Markale, which 
means that the grenade must have been fired from a place between 300 
and 500 metres behind the division line,” the witness said.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s defence suggested that the massacre 
was staged and that corpses of people who had been killed at other loca-
tions were placed amongst the bodies of the Markale victims.

The witness replied he did not know anything about these allegations.
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18 JANUARY 2013

Bosnian Serb Army ‘Under 
Mladic’s Absolute Command’
A former UN commander told the Hague trial of Ratko 
Mladic that the Bosnian Serb military leader had total 

control over fighters who besieged Sarajevo.

DENIS DZIDIC

Former UN protection forces, UNPROFOR commander in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina Michael Rose told the Tribunal this week that Mladic’s forces 
were also guilty of “disproportionate” artillery fire on Sarajevo in 1994 
and 1995, causing civilian casualties.

Rose said that Mladic controlled artillery and sniper attacks on the city 
and Bosnian Serb leaders used the siege of Sarajevo to put pressure on 
the predominantly Bosniak authorities, UNPROFOR and the international 
community.

“Nothing could have happened in the military field without Mladic au-
thorising or knowing about it,” the witness said.

The British general said Mladic had “total control” over his subordinates 
and often personally led offensives.

Former Bosnian Serb commander Mladic is charged with terrorising ci-
vilians in Sarajevo with a long-term shelling and sniping campaign. The 
indictment also alleges that he took part in genocide at Srebrenica and the 
expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats, and took UN personnel hostage.

Rose said that when he arrived in Sarajevo in January 1994, he found the 
city “without light, water and electricity” ñ shortages also used to put 
pressure on the Bosnian presidency.

After his arrival, he personally witnessed civilians killed by grenades fired 
from Serb positions. In reply to UNPROFOR protests, Mladic said that he 
was just responding to fire from Sarajevo, Rose added.

“However, the disproportion of the response undermined the credibility of 
his allegations... One should just look at [the district of] Dobrinja, which 
was totally destroyed. Its residents lived in basements. Artillery fire was 
opened even if a cat walked the neighbourhood’s streets,” Rose said.
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Cross-examined by Mladic’s defence attorney Branko Lukic, Rose said 
that Ejup Ganic, the wartime Bosnian presidency’s deputy leader, “organ-
ised a secret police [force] whose members opened sniper fire on trams” 
in Sarajevo.

Responding to Lukic’s suggestion that Bosniaks were in favour of the con-
tinuation of the war, Rose said that the Sarajevo authorities “abandoned 
the peace process at a certain moment in 1994, after the Americans had 
armed and trained their forces”.

“They considered that going back to the war option was in their best in-
terest. I was of the opinion that this was completely wrong,” Rose said.

During the examination, defence attorney Lukic suggested several times 
that UNPROFOR and Rose were biased against Serbs, although the British 
general denied this.

Mladic’s trial will resume on Monday.



- 419 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

14 JANUARY 2013

Mladic’s Trial Hears of Village 
Deaths

A woman tells the war crimes trial of Bosnian Serb ex-
commander Ratko Mladic how her husband, son and more 

than 40 other villagers were killed.

JUSTICE REPORT

Prosecution witness Munira Selmanovic told the Hague Tribunal hearing 
that Serb forces killed her husband and son along with more than 40 other 
people who lived in the village of Novoseoci in eastern Bosnia in the au-
tumn of municipality of 1992.

In her written statement, which was included in the case file as evidence, 
Selmanovic said that Serb forces attacked Novoseoci on September 22, 
1992 and ordered all local Muslim residents to gather at a factory complex 
while they pillaged their houses.

Male residents, including Selmanovic’s husband and 18-year-old son, 
were then separated from women, children and the elderly, who were 
transported to Sarajevo by buses.

She said that Serb commander Momcilo Pajic ordered the separation, add-
ing that a woman was killed on her way to the bus because she was walk-
ing faster than the orders.

According to Selmanovic, Pajic kept the healthy adult men in the village 
with the excuse that they would perform some labour. However, nobody 
has ever seen them alive again.

Mladic is charged with the persecution of Muslims and Croats from 20 
municipalities throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, including Sokolac 
where Novoseoci is situated.

The remains of 42 victims from Novoseoci were found in a mass grave in 
autumn 2000.

Munira Selmanovic said that she attended the exhumation and identified 
her son’s remains.

Prosecutors then showed her a list of 45 residents of Novoseoci who the 
witness saw at the factory complex on September 22, 1992.

“All of them were alive when they loaded us onto buses. I have never seen 
them again. Never,” said Selmanovic.
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11 JANUARY 2013

Mladic Trial Told of Sarajevo 
Hospital Shelling

A doctor told the Hague trial of Bosnian Serb commander 
Ratko Mladic how his hospital in besieged Sarajevo took 

direct hits from artillery fire.

JUSTICE REPORT

Sarajevo doctor Milan Mandilovic recalled the desperate conditions in 
which he had treat wounded citizens during the 1990s war as his hospital 
came under attack from grenades and gunfire.

“Dozens of wounded citizens, most often from grenade shrapnel, were 
brought to the hospital daily, and due to the constant shelling, the patients 
were operated on in the basement,” said Mandilovic.

In a written deposition, which the prosecutors entered into evidence 
against Mladic, Mandilovic testified that conditions at the state hospital 
were made even more difficult by “shortages of water, food, medicine and 
oxygen” as well as power cuts.

A former Yugoslav Army major, Mandilovic stayed behind to work at the 
hospital after the army withdrew from Bosnia and Herzegovina in May 
1992.

He said that he treated around 40 civilians wounded by shrapnel in an 
attack on Sarajevo’s  Markale market on August 28, 1995.

According to the indictment against Mladic, a mortar shell fired from Bos-
nian Serb positions killed 43 people and wounded 75 more at the market.

Mladic is charged with terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with long-cam-
paigns of shelling and sniper fire, as well as with genocide in Srebrenica, 
the expulsion of Muslims and Croats across Bosnia, and taking interna-
tional peacekeepers hostage.
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10 JANUARY 2013

Mladic’s Trial: Sarajevo 
Civilians ‘Targeted By Snipers’

An expert witness told the Hague Tribunal trial of Bosnian 
Serb commander Ratko Mladic that Sarajevo residents 

could have been shot from his troops’ positions.

JUSTICE REPORT

The prosecution’s expert witness on snipers, Patrick van der Weijden, 
concluded that in 17 incidents in which residents of the Bosnian capital 
were targeted during the siege of the city, the bullets could have been fired 
from Bosnian Serb positions.

Van der Weijden made his conclusions after visits to Sarajevo in 2006 and 
2009, during which he analysed the origins of the sniper fire using wit-
ness testimonies.

He also said he believed that civilians were deliberately targeted.

Mladic listened to the witness’s testimony to the end, although at the be-
ginning of the session he complained he didn’t feel well and asked to be 
taken to hospital, accusing the Hague Tribunal of not being a court but a 
“corrupted group”.

Mladic is charged with terrorising civilians in the Bosnian capital with 
prolonged shelling and sniper fire campaigns, as well as genocide in Sre-
brenica and another seven municipalities, the expulsion of Bosniaks and 
Croats, and taking international peacekeepers hostage.

Van der Weijden said that a shot which on November 18, 1994, killed sev-
en-year old Nermin Divovic and wounded his mother Dzenana Sokolovic 
could have been fired from the Metalka building in the Grbavica district 
where, according to the indictment against Mladic, Bosnian Serb snipers 
were positioned.

The indictment said that the same bullet first injured the boy’s mother, 
going through her stomach, before hitting her son in the head and killing 
him.

The prosecution expert said he had established that shots fired at a tram 
in front of the Holiday Inn hotel on October 8, 1994 could have come from 
Bosnian Serb positions either at Metalka or at Sarajevo’s Jewish cemetery.
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Van der Weijden made similar conclusions about the sources of sniper fire 
in several other cases: the wounding of three-year-old Anisa Pita on De-
cember 13, 1992, the killing of Munira Zametica while she was fetching 
water on July 11, 1993, and the wounding of 14-year old Tarik Zunic on 
March 6, 1995.

During the cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer, Dragan Ivetic, contested 
van der Weijden’s credentials as a sniper expert and the methodology he 
had used.

Mladic attended the hearing to the end despite earlier demanding to be 
hospitalised.

“I feel my health is endangered and I need hospital and treatment,” Mlad-
ic had stated in the morning.

“I weakened a lot in the last 10 to 15 days, I lost my appetite... I cannot 
endure this. It’s better for me to go there and lie down, to die, than to be 
here and listen to this NATO propaganda nonsense,” he said.

Mladic has complained on several previous occasions of high blood pres-
sure and feeling unwell, but, according to the trial’s judge, Alphons Orie, 
medical examinations have shown he is not suffering from any illness 
which could prevent him from attending his trial.

The trial will resume on Friday.
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17 DECEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Says UN 
Had Insufficient Manpower

Before the start of its winter recess the Hague Tribunal has 
heard from one more UN peacekeeper who testified under 
protective measure at the trial of the former Bosnian Serb 

army commander, Ratko Mladic.

JUSTICE REPORT

A French UN peacekeeper, testifying under the code name RM-176 and 
with his face concealed and his voice digitally altered, has testified last 
Thursday and Friday.

On Friday, the witness confirmed that in 1993 it was the duty of the UN 
protection forces, UNPROFOR, to prevent the smuggling of weapons and 
manpower to Sarajevo either through the tunnel underneath the Sarajevo 
airport or the airstrip itself.

RM-176  said that “this was in accordance with the agreement reached in 
June 1992.”

While being cross-examined by Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic, the witness 
confirmed that Bosniak fighters moved across the airstrip.

Asked by Lukic whether UNPROFOR “helped or silently allowed” the 
crossing of the airstrip, RM-176 replied that it “it did not allow the cross-
ing of the airstrip”, but that UNPROFOR “did not have enough men” and 
“they could not control the whole airport.”

“They did not help them, but returned them to the starting point or moved 
them to the hospital if they were wounded,” said the witness.

In his main testimony on Thursday, the witness said that, during the first 
three months of 1993 “1,200 grenades hit Sarajevo each day”, adding that 
it seemed that some of the projectiles were fired “randomly, because they 
did not have a visible military target”.

The witness said that 2,400 grenades hit Sarajevo on March 21, 1993, add-
ing that 400 of them exploded in the old part of the town.

The witness considered that it was a reprisal for the attack of the Bosnian 
army on the Bosnian Serb army positions.
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During the cross examination the defence suggested, reffering to the 
events of March 21, 1993, that “2,000 grenades fell on the Muslim posi-
tions on the front line.”

“I would have to look into the UNPROFOR daily report to answer that 
question,” said the witness, after which the sound from the courtroom 
was turned off in order to protect his identity.

Focusing on the witness’s claim that on the same day 400 grenades fell 
on the old inner city, Lukic claimed that the headquarters of the 10the 
Mountain Brigade of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina were located 
there, in the close vicinity of the headquarters of the UNPROFOR Egyptian 
battalion.

“I did not know about the existence of the headquarters nor where it was 
located,” replied RM-176.

Mladic’s defence also denied results of the UNPROFOR investigation into 
explosion of two mortar grenades in the Sarajevo suburb of Dobrinja, dur-
ing a football match on June 1, 1993, while there was a truce between war-
ring sides.

The witness said on Thursday that the investigation showed that the gre-
nades came from the direction of the Army of Republika Srpska barracks 
in Lukavica. According to the indictment against Mladic, “more than 10 
people died in the attack and around 100 were wounded.”

At the suggestion of the defence that Dobrinja was a “highly militarised 
area,” RM-176 confirmed that there was a “certain number of the Army of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina brigades” inside the suburb.

Almost the whole cross-examination was held behind closed doors.  Dur-
ing the closed session Mladic was removed from the courtroom for talking 
too loudly.

Mladic’s trial of will resume on January 10, 2013, after the winter recess.
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12 DECEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial Hears About 
Sarajevo Airport Tunnel

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb army commander, 
Ratko Maldic, has continued with a testimony of a senior 

UN protection forces, UNPROFOR, officer.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying under the code name RM-163, the witness said that he had 
heard rumours that the Bosnain army brought weapons and ammunition 
through the tunnel under the Sarajevo airport in 1993 and 1994.

 “There were rumours about it, but I haven’t seen it,” said the witness 
when asked by Mladic’s lawyer, Dragan Ivetic

Asked whether UNPROFOR regarded such use of the tunnel as violation of 
the agreement, the witness replied: “There was no UN resolution about 
the tunnel. Both sides used what they got. Such is war.”

RM-163 confirmed that he met “Brigadier Fikret”, who was rumoured to 
have controlled the tunnel and who listened only to orders from the war-
time Bosniak leader Alija Izetbegovic.

Ivetic claimed that the Army of Republika Srpska, according to the agree-
ment on the zone of exclusion of heavy artillery around Sarajevo reached 
in February 1994, had the right to reclaim its weapons from the UN check-
points in case of being attacked and UNPROFOR being unable to prevent 
that attack.

“I do not agree with your interpretation... I know that Bosnian Serbs pro-
posed that, but UNPROFOR never accepted it,” replied RM-163.

Mladic is charged with terrorising civilians in Sarajevo through campaign 
of artillery and sniper, with genocide in Srebrenica and another seven 
Bosnian municipalities, the expulsion of non Serbs across Bosnia and Her-
zegovina and taking the UN peacekeepers as hostages.

The cross-examination, just like the testimony by the protected witness 
which began on December 12, was mostly closed for the public in order to 
protect his identity.

In his testimony, RM-163 said that the Army of Republika Srpska exposed 
civilians of Sarajevo to artillery and sniper attacks.

Mladic’s trial is due to resume on Thursday, December 13.
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11 DECEMBER 2012

Protected UNPROFOR Witness 
Testifies at Mladic’s Trial

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, a senior UNPROFOR officer testified that the Army 

of Republika Srpska used artillery and sniper attacks 
against the civilian population.

BIRN

A senior UN protection forces, UNPROFOR, officer, who served in Sarajevo 
in 1993 and 1994, testified under the code name RM-163, with a concealed 
face and electronically altered voice.

A large part of his testimony and the cross-examination took place behind 
closed doors in order to protect his identity.

During the part of the proceedings which were open to the public, the 
witness said that the siege of Sarajevo was a “means of pressure” by the 
Bosnian Serb army and political leadership for the “Muslim leadership to 
accept division of the city.”

According to the witness, the attacks on Sarajevo were “retaliation for 
the attacks by the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina in other parts of the 
country.”

RM-163 said that the Sarajevo-Romanija Corps, which carried out the 
siege, was under “strict command” of General Mladic, and the army was 
disciplined and had a strict hierarchy.

Mladic is charged with terrorizing civilians in Sarajevo through campaign 
of artillery and sniper attacks, the expulsion of non Serbs across Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and taking UN peacekeepers as hostages.

RM-163 had regular contacts with the Bosnian Serb army commanders 
and he also took part in negotiations with General Mladic on the zone of 
exclusion of heavy artillery around Sarajevo, after the first explosion at the 
Markale market, on February 5, 1994, in which 66 citizens were killed and 
around 140 wounded.

Asked by Mladic’s lawyer, Dragan Ivetic, whether he knew that the weap-
onry for the Bosnian army was being manufactured in Sarajevo, the wit-
ness said he knew about the facilities in which weapons and ammunition 
were manufactured “both for Muslims and Serbs”.

The trial will resume on December 12.
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10 DECEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Sarajevo Citizens 
Were Terrorized, Says Witness

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, has continued with the cross examination of an ex 
Sarajevo policeman who investigated approximately 200 

shelling and sniping incidents in the city between 1993 and 
1995.

Ratko Mladic in the courtroom. Photo Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

Dragan Miokovic described the attacks by the Bosnian Serb army during 
the Sarajevo siege as acts of terrorism.

“Other than the tragic consequences, this manner of activity had all the 
characteristics of terrorism. The population was terrorised, if we accept 
the definition of terrorism which claims it is actions taken with the aim 
of creating fear and panic to achieve military or political goals,” said the 
witness.

Miokovic said that he determined in many shelling and sniping incidents 
in which Sarajevo citizens were injured or killed, that the fire came from 
Bosnian Serb positions.

Mladic is charged by the Hague Tribunal, ICTY,  with terror against ci-
vilians in Sarajevo through artillery and sniper attacks between 1992 and 
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1995,  genocide in Srebrenica and seven other municipalities, the expul-
sion of non Serbs across Bosnia and taking UN peacekeepers as hostages.

The witness said that an investigation revealed that three grenades, which 
fell in the Livanjska street in Sarajevo on November 8, 1994, and killed 
three civilians, were fired from Bosnian Serb positions.

According to Miokovic, shots fired at two trams in the centre of Sarajevo 
on November 23, 1994 also came from Bosnian Serb sniper positions. In 
one of the trams, two people were injured, while in the second a person 
was killed.

Miokovic said that after the war, while searching through a skyscraper in 
the neighbourhood of Grbavica, he found a dozen sniper positions with a 
clear view of the centre of Sarajevo. The prosecutors entered into evidence 
photographs from the locations.

When asked by the prosecution why he wrote in his reports that the fire 
came from “aggressor’s positions”, Miokovic answered that Sarajevo was 
under siege for four years.

“Without a doubt the fire came from Bosnian Serb positions. The one who 
attacks is the attacker. In wartime context, the term ‘aggressor’ is more 
suitable then ‘attacker’,” explained Miokovic.

On Monday, during the cross examination by the defence, the witness ad-
mitted that UN protection forces concluded that one of the shells during 
the attack on November 8, 1994 was fired by the Bosnian side and that it 
was “technically not possible” to determine the source of sniper fire on 
trams in Sarajevo.

Mladic’s trial will continue on Tuesday, December 11.
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06 DECEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: General Fraser’s 
Examination Continues

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, continued with the cross examination of the 

former deputy commander of the UN protection forces, 
UNPROFOR, in Sarajevo, Canadian General David Fraser.

JUSTICE REPORT

Fraser confirmed that the Bosnian army “on at least one occasion” shelled 
its own citizens in Sarajevo in order to put the blame on the Bosnian Serb 
side.

During the cross examination by Mladic’s lawyer, Dragan Ivetic, Fraser, 
testified that on one occasion a grenade fired from Serb positions fell in 
downtown Sarajevo and then the same spot was hit by a missile fired by 
Bosniaks.

Fraser could not specify when exactly that happened but he said that both 
explosions caused civilian casualties.

In his main testimony of Wednesday, December 5, Fraser said that the 
Bosnian Serb army exposed Sarajevo to indiscriminate and excessive ar-
tillery and sniper fire.

Mladic is charged with terror against civilians in Sarajevo with artillery 
and sniper attacks between 1992 and 1995,  genocide in Srebrenica and 
seven other municipalities, the expulsion of non Serbs across Bosnia and 
taking UN peacekeepers as hostages.

 During the cross examination on Thursday, Fraser confirmed that the 
Bosnian army had violated several truces by firing from portable mortars 
in Sarajevo, despite a ban on the use of heavy weaponry.

He added that a French member of UNPROFOR was killed in April 1995 
near the Sarajevo airport by a sniper from predominantly Bosniak forces.

The Bosnian army snipers also operated from the government buildings in 
downtown Sarajevo, said Fraser.

The witness confirmed one of his earlier statements before the Hague Tri-
bunal that in September 1994 the Bosnian army shot at the vehicle carry-
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ing the UNPROFOR commander adding that it was an “isolated incident” 
and that the motorcade found itself in the crossfire.

 Asked by Ivetic whether UNPROFOR ever threatened the authorities in 
Sarajevo with NATO air strikes, Fraser responded negatively, emphasising 
though that international forces sent out strong protests.

“We have never sought air strikes because there were no appropriate tar-
gets in the city.... We did not know where the portable mortars of Bosnian 
forces were and we were constantly looking for them... “

“You never make threats if you cannot follow up on them. We have never 
threatened the Muslims, we only protested,” said the witness.

The witness dismissed Ivetic’s suggestion that it goes to show UNPRO-
FOR’s bias in favour of Bosniaks, given that in September 1994, the Bos-
nian Serb army was bombed at the request of the UN forces.

“We were not in war with the Serb side, we were there under the UN man-
date. Air strikes were caused by the actions of the Serb army which was 
forewarned in time,” said Fraser.

Mladic’s defence is due to end the cross-examination of Fraser on Friday, 
December 7.
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05 DECEMBER 2012

Witness Says Mladic Had Full 
Control Over His Forces

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, has continued with a testimony of a former UN 
protection forces, UNPROFOR, officer who was based in 

Sarajevo during the Bosnian war.

JUSTICE REPORT

The former UNPROFOR deputy commander for Sarajevo, David Fraser, said 
that the Bosnian Serb army had used “excessive and random” artillery fire 
and had deliberately targeted civilians in Sarajevo in 1994 and 1995.

“Sarajevo was hit with numerous missiles, they were firing not only at the 
army command but also randomly across the city,” said the witness, while 
describing one of his Sarajevo days between April 1994 and May 1995.

General Fraser, a Canadian, concluded that the Bosnian Serb army used 
disproportionate and indiscriminate fire on the basis of UNPROFOR’s in-
vestigations into attacks on the city.

Mladic, the former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with terrorizing civilians in Sarajevo with artillery and sniper attacks be-
tween 1992 and 1995. He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica and 
another seven municipalities, the expulsion of non Serbs across Bosnia 
and taking UN peacekeepers as hostages.

Fraser said that the fire from the positions of the Army of Republika Srp-
ska was partially “provoked” by the Bosnian army inside the city, but that 
the response was disproportionate.

“For each grenade fired by the Bosnian army, the Army of Republika Srp-
ska would respond with ten missiles,” he said.

According to Fraser, Bosnian Serb forces firing modified airplane bombs 
at densely populated areas “did not have military merit”, because these 
bombs were not precise.

Fraser said that he had witnessed Mladic threatening to restrict UNPRO-
FOR’s movements and the prevent humanitarian convoys entering Saraje-
vo following the NATO airstrikes on the Bosnian Serb army in the autumn 
of 1994.
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Following Mladic’s orders, which was shown in the courtroom, subse-
quently his troops did exactly that, the witness confirmed.

Fraser said that Mladic threatened the then commander of UNPROFOR in 
Sarajevo, Francis Briquemont, that he would “attack UNPROFOR itself”.

The witness said that Mladic had the undeniable command and control 
over the Army of Republika Srpska units.

Fraser will be cross-examined by Mladic’s lawyer, Dragan Ivetic, on 
Thursday, December 6.
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03 DECEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness 
Describes Attacks on Dobrinja
At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 

Mladic, an ex Sarajevo policeman said that investigations 
into attacks on the Sarajevo suburb of Dobrinja showed 
that they came from the Bosnian Serb army positions.

JUSTICE REPORT

Refik Sokolar, an ex policeman who investigated over 200 artillery and 
sniper attacks on Dobrinja, said in his written deposition which was en-
tered into evidence, that in all those incidents “victims were civilians”.

The shells, mostly from a mortar, according to Sokolar, were fired from 
the positions of the Bosnian Serb army “near the Theological School, the 
army barracks in Nedzarici, and in the Airport settlement.”

Sokolar added that snipers fired from Nedzarici and from next to the The-
ological School, but also from the vicinity of the Orthodox Church at Vel-
jine.

The witness added that the direction from which the grenades came was 
established on the basis of interviews with wounded in the Dobrinja infir-
mary and investigations at the scene, whenever possible.

Mladic, the former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with terrorising civilians in Sarajevo with artillery and sniper attacks. He 
is also charged with the genocide in Srebrenica and another seven munici-
palities, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats and taking UN peacekeepers 
as hostages.

Sokolar said in his testimony that Dobrinja was completely blocked until 
mid-1992, since the road linking it with the city centre was under fire by 
the Bosnian Serb army snipers.

The people who were killed were buried at the spot in Dobrinja itself, 
among buildings and in parks, and their bodies were transferred to cem-
eteries only after the war.

 During the cross examination by Mladic’s lawyer, Branko Lukic, the wit-
ness confirmed that the Bosnian army used abandoned civilian apart-
ments in Dobrinja to accommodate its soldiers.
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 Sokola said that he saw some Bosnian army soldiers, but without weap-
ons.

The witness confirmed that the headquarters of the 5th Motorised Brigade 
of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina was stationed not far from the 
police station where he worked.

During the recess, Mladic had his blood pressure measured and it was 
very high ñ 190/106, the Trial Chamber was told by his lawyer, Miodrag 
Stojanovic.

After medical consultations, the presiding judge, Alphons Orie, said it was 
established that there was nothing preventing Mladic from attending the 
process. After that, the defendant followed the Sokolar’s testimony.

Mladic’s trial will resume on Tuesday, December 4.
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20 NOVEMBER  2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Torture in Foca Prison

As the trial of the ex Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko Mladic, 
continues, a protected witness testified about crimes 

against Bosniaks who were held in the Foca prison in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

According to a summary of the written statements given in 1996 and 1998, 
which was read in the courtroom, the protected witness, RM-063, was 
captured in the village of Pilipovici on April 26, 1992 by Serb forces and 
taken to the Foca prison.

During the next few months he spent in the Foca prison RM-063 said 
that his weight dropped “from 85 to 39 kilograms”. The witness said that 
prisoners were “beaten up and tortured” regularly, while “those who were 
taken away were never seen again”.

In the late October 1992 the witness RM-063 was taken, along with a 
group of other prisoners, for an exchange, but he was held at the police 
station in Kalinovik for about ten days where the Serb police broke his ribs.

When asked by the prosecutor, Rupert Elderkin, whether he knew why he 
had been detained, the witness replied: “I do not understand it at all. I 
wonder why they did it”.

“I got along with Serbs nicely. We worked together and socialized with 
each other... There was no reason for keeping me in prison for so long. I 
did not have weapons, I did not kill  anybody, nor did I set any houses on 
fire,” he said.

At a suggestion by the presiding judge, Alphons Orie,  that he might have 
been detained because he was a Muslim, RM-063 said: “Only because I am 
Muslim. There is no other reason”.

The witness added that the prisoners in Foca were “mostly peasants”, 
who had nothing to do with combat operations.

The indictment charges Mladic, the former commander of the Republika 
Srpska Army, with the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats, which reached 
the scale of genocide in seven Bosnian municipalities, including Foca. Be-
sides that, he is charged with the genocide in Srebrenica, terror against 
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civilians during the siege of Sarajevo and taking UN peacekeepers as hos-
tages.

During the cross examination by Mladic’s defence attorney, Branko Lukic, 
the witness said that he did not know anything about the existence of the 
Bosniak armed units in Foca, as suggested by the defence.

Lukic then suggested that the Crisis Committee of the Serbian Democratic 
Party in Foca decided which of the imprisoned Bosniaks would be released 
from prison, but the witness RM-063 said that he did not know about it.

Last week Mladic’s trial heard from Francis Roy Thomas, a former UN 
observer, who said that the Bosnian Serb army terrorized Sarajevo citizens 
by shelling the city in 1993 and 1994.

During the cross examination by the defence, Thomas said that UN ob-
servers heard “rumours” that the Bosnian army shot at its own people in 
order to trigger international intervention.

Mladic’s trial is due to continue on Wednesday, November 21.
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09 NOVEMBER  2012

Mladic’s Trial: Sarajevo 
Policeman Testifies

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, the Hague Tribunal heard a testimony from a 

Sarajevo policeman who investigated artillery and sniper 
attacks in 1994 and 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected prosecution witness, RM-110, confirmed that results of 
those investigations indicated that the fire was opened at the citizens from 
territories controlled by the Republika Srpska Army.

Among the incidents investigated by the witness RM-110 was an explosion 
in front of the Markale market on August 28, 1995, when, according to the 
charges, a mortar fired from the Bosnian Serb army positions killed 43 and 
wounded 75 people.

The policeman also investigated a sniper attack on a tram on October 8, 
1994, and explosion of a modified air-bomb in the Safeta Hadzica street 
on May 26, 1994.

During a brief main examination the witness specified that, while investi-
gating the shooting at a tram in October 1994, he determined that the fire 
came from a high-firepower weapon.

Considering the fact that he previously testified at several other trials at 
The Hague, including the trial of the former Bosnian Serb leader, Radovan 
Karadzic, the prosecution included the witness’ statement in writing.

Mladic is charged with the genocide in Srebrenica and seven other munic-
ipalities, the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, taking UN peacekeepers as hostages and terrorizing Sarajevo 
residents through campaign of sniping and shelling.

The trial is due to continue on Monday, November 12, when the defence 
will cross-examine the witness RM-110.
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08 NOVEMBER  2012

Bosnian Serb Army Was Well 
Organised, Says Witness

The Hague prosecution at the trial of Ratko Mladic resumed 
presenting evidence for the count of the indictment which 

charges the ex Bosnian Serb army chief with terrorising 
civilians in Sarajevo.

JUSTICE REPORT

The military expert, Richard Phillips, testified about the organisational 
structure of the Sarajevo-Romanija Corps of the Army of Republika Srps-
ka, which held the city under siege.

In his expert report, entered into evidence against Mladic, the retired Brit-
ish intelligence officer Phillips described the Romanija Corps as a high-
ly organised military unit in which the chain of command and reporting 
functioned excellently.

He explained that combat reports from smaller units ñ such as platoons, 
companies and battalions ñ arrived daily to the command of brigades 
around Sarajevo, which then passed them on to the Corps command.

According to Phillips’ findings, orders on combat activities went from the 
Corps command in the opposite direction, along the same chain of com-
mand and down to the smallest units on the front.

“From these documents it becomes apparent that there was a good sys-
tem of reporting up and down the command chain. The Corps command 
was capable of writing a complex set of orders, including detailed plans of 
artillery fire, and release it down the command chain,” said the witness.

The prosecution’s military expert pointed out that all brigades and battal-
ions in the Sarajevo-Romanija Corps had mortar batteries, and that they 
even could count on the support from the “Corps’ artillery group”.

As proof that the Corps had modified airplane bombs, which were, accord-
ing to the indictment, fired on Sarajevo, Phillips presented the order from 
General Mladic that the Corps, on request from its commander Dragomir 
Milosevic, “be supplied with 20 250-kilogram bombs”.

The Hague Tribunal sentenced general Milosevic for terrorising the popu-
lation of Sarajevo in 1994 and 1995 to 29 years of prison. His predecessor, 
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Stanislav Galic, was sentenced to life in prison for terrorising civilians in 
Sarajevo until 1994.

Mladic is also charged with genocide committed in Srebrenica and another 
seven municipalities, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats across Bosnia, 
and taking UN peacekeepers as hostages.

The cross-examination of Richard Phillips will resume on November 8.
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07 NOVEMBER  2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Wanted 
War Criminals Shot in 1992
Testifying at the trial of the former commander of 

Republika Srpska Army, Ratko Mladic, an ex Bosnian Serb 
army officer said that soldiers who committed war crimes 

were insufficiently punished by their commanders.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected witness, RM-802, whose testimony indicates that he was a 
commander of one of the brigades of the 1st Krajina Corps, said that sol-
diers and paramilitaries who committed crimes against Bosniaks in 1992 
went unpunished.

“I personally feel responsible, because there was inappropriate behaviour 
by members of my army and paramilitary groups against whom measures 
should have been taken in 1992. Had we punished the individuals who did 
unseemly things more strictly, I think this here would not be happening,” 
said the witness.

The witness added that punitive measures against “individuals and small-
er groups” who committed criminal acts should have gone “all the way to 
execution”.

“We should have cut that in the root and I feel responsible. I remember 
feeling powerless. A soldier went out of his tent and said: ‘I have nothing 
to do, I am going to set some Muslim houses on fire.’ I prevented that 
then, but an hour later he slipped out to do what he originally intended,” 
said the witness, adding that he had no authority to punish the soldier.

As an example of the crimes committed, RM-802 mentioned the murder 
of around 150 Bosniaks from the village of Vecici, who surrendered to the 
Army of Republika Srpska in the village of Grabovica near Kotor Varos, on 
November 3, 1992.

According to the indictment, which charges Ratko Mladic with expulsion 
of Muslims and Croats across Bosnia and Herzegovina, “a number of Mus-
lims” were killed in Grabovica.

“A colleague of mine informed me over radio. He told me that a large 
group of Muslims from Vecici surrendered and laid down their weapons, 
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and that they are currently in the village of Grabovica by the school... Two 
to three hours later I heard what had happened to them,” recalled the 
witness.

RM-802 testified that he informed the commander of the 1st Krajina 
Corps, General Momir Talic, first thing in the morning, who told him he 
had already been informed about the incident in Grabovica.

Talic, who was charged by the Hague Tribunal for crimes committed in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, died in 2003, while on temporary release.

“As far as I know, no investigation was conducted,” said the witness and 
added that a civilian official told him that “municipal bodies will investi-
gate Grabovica”, but that that did not happen.

“I asked my subordinate where the perpetrators are, why they haven’t 
been arrested, and he told me they already fled across river Drina into 
Yugoslavia... A month or two later, I learnt they are not alive any more,” 
said RM-802.

In the cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic presented 
to the witness two reports from the 1st Krajina Corps command about the 
events in Grabovica, sent to the Bosnian Serb army main headquarters, on 
November 4 and 5, 1992.

The reports state that “in the showdown between Muslim forces and our 
units, 40 Green Berets [Bosniak paramilitaries] were killed, and 200 cap-
tured,” and that “a fierce massacre was carried out against the captured 
Green Berets” as a retaliation for the brutal murder of Serb soldiers.

RM-802 said that that description of events does not correspond to infor-
mation he had sent to the command.

Commenting on a part of the report which states that “measures were 
taken to prevent further massacre,” the witness said: “I haven’t received 
any order to do anything about it. This is just a formal statement.”

Reading from the report which the Krajina Corps command sent to the 
main headquarters on November 5, 1992, lawyer Stojanovic quoted the 
claim that “Muslims fighters tried to withdraw towards Travnik” and that 
“more than 150 extremists were killed in clashes with the Army of Repub-
lika Srpska.”

The witness replied that there were no clashes with large number of casu-
alties and that that report did not reflect the real situation.
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“How is it possible that the main headquarters of the Army of Republika 
Srpska were so misinformed?” asked Stojanovic.

The witness replied that he did not know, but added that in 1992 there was 
no clearly established chain of responsibility, from the lower to highest 
ranks in the army.

The witness said that he met General Mladic for the first time in 1994.

“I did not speak with Mladic about Grabovica,” said RM-802, adding that 
“each brigade commander loved when Mladic came to visit”, because it 
was “good for the moral.”

The trial resumes on November 7.
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06 NOVEMBER  2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Second Markale Explosion

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, the Hague Tribunal heard a testimony about the 
second attack on Sarajevo’s Markale market in August 

1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Ismet Svraka testified about the second explosion at the Sarajevo Markale 
market on August 28, 1995, which killed 43 and wounded 75 people.  The 
indictment specifies that a mortar shell, which exploded in front of the 
market, was fired from the Bosnian Serb army positions.

Svraka, who was seriously wounded by shrapnel, testified that on that 
day he was standing with two of his friends at the entrance to the market 
when a grenade fell not far from them. There were no members or posi-
tions of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the vicinity, he said.

“I suddenly heard an explosion, and I fell. I did not feel my legs. I felt for 
my head, my head was there, I could breathe, I was alive. I could not see 
anything, but I heard everything, ‘Grab this one, grab that one’ and the 
moans,” said the witness.

He said that soon afterwards he was transferred in a car to the Kosevo 
hospital, where his left leg was amputated, as well as two toes on his right 
foot.  A piece of shrapnel is still embedded in his head to this day.

Two of Svraka’s friends who were with him at the time of the explosion ñ 
Ramo Herceglija and Ibrahim Hajvaz ñ died on the spot.

The prosecution showed photographs of numerous victims took imme-
diately after the explosion at Markale and the witness identified himself.

Expressing a “sincere regret for everything he went through as a victim”, 
Mladic’s lawyer, Miodrag Stojanovic , asked Svraka in a brief cross-exam-
ination where the grenade came from.

“Where it came from, and who fired it, I don’t know,” Svraka replied.

Mladic is charged with terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of 
shelling and sniping, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from munic-
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ipalities across Bosnia and Herzegovina, the genocide in Srebrenica, and 
taking UN peacekeepers as hostages.

A protected witness also testified during Monday’s hearing.  The most 
part of the examination of the witness, RM-084, was conducted behind 
closed doors.

The prosecution read out the witness’ statement summary in which he 
described the “training of the members of the Serb Democratic Party, re-
moval of non-Serbs from the Army of Republika Srpska, failure to punish 
soldiers for committing crimes, links between the army and various para-
military groups and various combat operations.”

Mladic’s trial will resume on Tuesday, November 6.
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05 NOVEMBER  2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness 
Testifies About Rogatica 

Crimes
The prosecution witness Elvir Pasic said at the trial of 

Ratko Mladic, that he was detained and abused, just like 
hundreds of Bosniaks from Rogatica, in the summer of 

1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Testifying on Friday at the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, 
Ratko Mladic, Pasic said that Serb forces shelled Rogatica at the beginning 
of June 1992 and then they entered the town and captured civilians, who 
were hiding in basements.

“After having taken over the control of the town, Serbs announced that 
they would clean the town of 4,000 extremists and ‘Green Berets’ [Bos-
niak forces]. As far as I knew, there were no extremists or military organi-
sations in Rogatica. Had they existed, I would have seen them,” Pasic said.

He told the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, that he was captured on June 7, 1992, 
along with about twenty other civilians, in the basement of his building 
where he and the others were hiding during the shelling.

“When they forced us to leave the basement, I was struck by the fact 
that the surrounding houses were on fire, while people were lying on 
the ground with their hands tied behind their backsÖSerb soldiers were 
dressed in camouflage uniforms or police uniforms,” Pasic said.

Pasic said that, after having been captured, he was transferred to a sec-
ondary school building with about 300 women, children and older and 
younger men.

A month later, Pasic spent a night in the Susica camp in Vlasenica, where 
he was “abused” by the security chief Dragan Nikolic.

After pleading guilty for crimes in Vlasenica before The Hague Tribunal, 
Nikolic was sentenced to 20 years in prison.

Mladic, former Commander of the Republika Srpska Army, is charged with 
the persecution of Bosniaks and Croats in 20 municipalities throughout 
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Bosnia and Herzegovina, including Rogatica. Also, he is charged with the 
genocide in Srebrenica, terror against civilians in Sarajevo and taking the 
UN peacekeepers as hostages.

Pasic said that he spent a year in the Batkovic detention camp, near Bijel-
jina, where he personally saw few prisoners being beaten to death.

During the cross-examination Mladic’s defence attorney, Miodrag Sto-
janovic, asked Pasic about the negotiations about the division of the 
Rogatica municipality on the eve of the conflict.

The witness responded that Rogatica “became part of Republika Srpska” 
and that nobody asked Bosniaks about it.

“Most of the non-Serb population automatically became second-rated 
citizens,” Pasic said.

Responding to the defence’s suggestion, the witness confirmed that po-
licemen guarded Bosniak civilians in the school building in Rogatica and 
on the farm and that no abuse took place at those locations.

The trial is due to continue on Monday, November 5.
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02 NOVEMBER  2012

Mladic’s Trial: Random Shelling 
of Sarajevo

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, a British officer testified that the Army of Republika 

Srpska randomly shelled Sarajevo in the autumn and 
winter of 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Lieutenant Colonel, Richard Mole, who was a UN senior military observer 
in Sarajevo between September and late December 1992, said that “not a 
day passed without the city being shelled” and that the “random shelling” 
from the positions of the Army of Republika Srpska made “Sarajevo a dan-
gerous place for living.”

According to estimates from UN military observers, around fifteen civil-
ians were killed each day in Sarajevo from an artillery and sniper fire, 
specified Mole.

A day in which around 100 grenades fell on Sarajevo the observers de-
scribed as “peaceful”, since there were days when “600 missiles” were 
fired at the city.

Mole said that he often protested against this to the commander of the 
Sarajevo Romanija Corps of the Army of Republika Srpska, Stanislav Galic, 
who replied to him that he would attack Sarajevo in response to the attacks 
from the Bosnian Army in other battlefields in Bosnia.

“I concluded that the policy of the Sarajevo siege carried out by the Serbs 
was actually to apply pressure on the city in order to achieve their goals in 
other places,” said the witness.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping, 
the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities across Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, the genocide in Srebrenica, and taking international 
soldiers as hostages.

While cross-examined by Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Mole confirmed that the Bosnian Army had heavy artillery in Sarajevo, 
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“but in a very limited scope” and that its activities were considerably less-
er than the activities of the Army of Republika Srpska’s artillery.

Mole added that outside of the front lines, where there were no UN ob-
servers, the Bosnian Army had “considerable number of artillery weap-
ons” which opened fire on Serb positions.

The witness confirmed that in Sarajevo itself there were legitimate mil-
itary targets, but emphasised that the Army of Republika Srpska did not 
attack them with a concentrated fire, which would be military response, 
but with indiscriminate shelling spread all over the city.

The cross-examination of Mole will resume on Friday, November 2, but 
Mladic would not attend the hearing, having waived his right to attend the 
trial due to scheduled medical examinations.
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31 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Sarajevo Shelling

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, a prosecution witness talked about children who 

were killed and wounded during the shelling of Sarajevo in 
1994.

JUSTICE REPORT

Muhamed Kapetanovic, who was ten years old at the time, recalled playing 
with his friends, Danijel Jurenic, 11, and brothers Admir and Elvir Ah-
methodzic, in the Sarajevo neighbourhood of Alipasino Polje on January 
22, 1994 when a granade fell near them.

“At some stage we heard an explosion and began running away. A grenade 
then exploded behind us. Danijel Jurenic got killed, while I, Elvir and Ad-
mir were severely wounded. Danijel was right behind me. When I turned 
around, I noticed that a shrapnel piece cut his head off,” Kapetanovic said.

According to the indictment on January 22, 1994, three mortar shells ex-
ploded in Cetinjska and Klare Cetkin Streets in Alipasino Polje neighbour-
hood killing six and wounding five people, including children.

Mladic is charged with terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of 
shelling and sniping, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from munic-
ipalities across Bosnia and Herzegovina, the genocide in Srebrenica, and 
taking international soldiers as hostages.

The prosecution showed images of dead children bodies in a morgue and 
bloody snow and sledges at the crime scene.

Kapetanovic said that his friend, AdmirAhmethodzic, who was 12 years old 
at the time, had to have his leg amputated, while his 14-year old brother 
Elvir suffered severe injuries to his left leg.

During the cross-examination the defence suggested that the grenades 
did not really target children, but the nearby Bosnian army headquarters.

Mladic’s trial is due to continue on November 1, with the testimony of 
Richard Mol, a former UN military observer in Sarajevo.
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30 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Army and Civilian 
HQs Acted in Unison

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, a prosecution witness testified that Bosnian Serb 

civilian structures and the army acted in harmony.

ICTY Building. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

JUSTICE REPORT

All the Serb Democratic Party-run crisis headquarters were acting in har-
mony with the army under Mladic’s command in the forced takeover of 
power in municipalities across Bosnia and Herzegovina in spring 1992, 
said the Hague prosecution’s expert witness, Dorothea Hanson.

Hanson, who wrote a report on the “crucial” role of these crisis headquar-
ters after having studied their numerous documents, concluded that the 
army “coordinated” their activity with the municipal authorities and their 
forces, including the paramilitary.

Hanson illustrated her point using an intercepted conversation between 
Mladic and an official of the crisis headquarters from the Ilidz municipal-
ity, near Sarajevo, in late May 1992.

“Everyone carrying a rifle who wants to keep a head on his shoulders 
must succumb to my command,” said Mladic in reply to the other man’s 
comment that “there were some Arkan’s men around” and ordered that a 
“five-day truce be respected.”
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“This conversation confirms that, when he deemed it necessary, Mlad-
ic exercised his power over crisis headquarters and ordered them to join 
military operations... They had the same goals and they worked together 
on achieving them,” said Hanson.

Hanson said that crisis headquarters of the Serb Democratic Party, es-
tablished by the former Bosnian Serb leader and ICTY indictee, Radovan 
Karadzic, in December 1991, were key instruments in the formation of the 
Serb municipalities and armed forces across Bosnia.

The headquarters became power structures in the newly formed Serb mu-
nicipalities from which non-Serbs were massively expelled.

The expert witness’s report specifies that crisis headquarters were formed 
in accordance with the document known as “Variant A” and “Variant B”, 
which Karadzic distributed to presidents of municipal branches of the 
party at the meeting on December 19, 1991.

The document envisaged how the power would be taken over in munici-
palities in which Serbs were minority, but also in communities where they 
were the majority.

Mladic is charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from mu-
nicipalities across Bosnia and Herzegovina, the genocide in Srebrenica, 
terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and 
taking international soldiers as hostages.

The trial is set to resume on October 31.
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29 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Execution in 
Sanski Most

The trial of the Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko Mladic 
resumed after a two-week recess with a testimony about 

the execution of Croat civilians near Sanski Most in the 
autumn of 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

The witness, Grgo Stojic, said that he and five other people form the vil-
lage of Skrljevita near Sanski Most were robbed and beaten and lined up in 
front of a firing squad on November 1992, in a nearby forest.

“When they lined us up and searched us, they told us they were ‘Seselj’s 
men’,” specified Stojic, who was 24 at the time.

According to Stojic, the firing squad consisted of four men who were led by 
Danilusko Kajtez.  Kajtez, who subsequently changed his name to Nikola 
Kovacevic, was sentenced by the Bosnian State Court in 2007 to 12 years of 
prison for crimes in Sanski Most committed in 1992.

The witness said that they were shot in the back from a machine gun. 
Stojic explained that he was hit in the left arm and fell down, and then he 
was hit in the hip.

After the perpetrators left, Stojic fled. He said that he was given the first 
aid in Sanski Most, and then transported to a hospital in Banja Luka, Re-
publika Srpska, where he was operated on.

Several days later, Stojic was put into a make-shift cell inside the hospital, 
where he and other non-Serb patients were beaten.

“They beat us on our wounds, with rifle butts, crutches and feet... whoever 
wanted, both soldiers and civilians,” said the witness.

In December 1992, Stojic was released and sent to Croatia. After several 
surgeries, he is considered to have a 70 per cent disability.

Mladic, the former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is 
charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from seven municipal-
ities across Bosnia and Herzegovina, including Sanski Most.
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He is also charged with the genocide in Srebrenica, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages.

During the cross examination, Mladic’s defence lawyer, Dejan Ivetic, 
claimed that Kajtez was not a member of the Bosnian Serb army but a 
“common criminal” who committed the crime for “personal gain”.

“I cannot agree with that, because a criminal is also trying to commit 
crimes covertly,” replied the witness, confirming, however, that Kajtez 
wore civilian clothing.

 The defence lawyer specified that that two of the three Kajtez’s accom-
plices were underage, one of them age 15 at the time of the crime, and as 
such they were too young to belong to an army.

The witness confirmed that in 2007, at the trial of Kajtez and another ac-
complice before the Banja Luka court, he could not identify them and that 
they were subsequently released.

Monday’s morning session started in Mladic’s absence who, according 
to the presiding judge Alphons Orie, declined to leave the detention unit 
in Scheveningen until he finished his breakfast. Mladic appeared in the 
courtroom an hour later.

The trial will resume on Tuesday, October 30.
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22 OCTOBER 2012

Serbia Exposes Accomplices of 
ICTY Defendants

The Serbian Prosecution Office announced on Friday that it 
has started criminal proceedings against 13 people 

suspected of helping Ratko Mladic and Stojan Zupljanin.

6 Vladimir Vukcevic, Chief Prosecutor for the War Crimes and Bruno Vekaric, Deputy 
Prosecutor for War Crimes. Photo by Beta 

MARIJA RISTIC

Six people are suspected of helping Ratko Mladic, former Bosnian Serb 
army commander, who managed to evade capture for 16 years before be-
ing handed over to the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, in 2011.

One of those being investigated is known to be a retired high-ranking 
officer in the Serbian Army.

Stojan Zupljanin, the ex Chief of the Regional Police station in Banja Luka 
and current ICTY defendent, is said to have had the best organised net-
work of helpers, as well as the long standing support of a number of high 
ranking politicians. Seven people are currently being prosecuted for help-
ing him hide.

The Chief Prosecutor for War Crimes Vladimir Vukcevic refused to reveal 
names of those involved in hiding the ICTY defendants since they are pro-
tected by the presumption of innocence.
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Mladic enjoyed the support of the Serbian Army until 2002, when Serbia 
adopted the Law on Cooperation with the ICTY.  According to Vukcevic, af-
ter 2002, Mladic created a network of people, mainly from the Army of Re-
publika Srpska, which allowed him to hide at eleven locations in Belgrade.

The majority of Mladic’s accomplices were arrested in 2006 and are cur-
rently being tried by a Belgrade court.

At one point during the investigation, Mladic was within the reach of the 
authorities but they failed to arrest him, a failure which the Chief Prose-
cutor described as both unprofessional and amateurish. He added that this 
incident would be investigated further.

According to the prosecutor, the network of people who helped Radovan 
Karadzic, former Bosnian Serb president and ICTY defendant, cannot be 
prosecuted since they are all members of his close family.

Goran Hadzic, former president of the self-proclaimed Serbian autono-
mous regions in Croatia, was told about his indictment by someone close 
to the ICTY prosecution team, and left the house just before his arrest.

“The news that he had been indicted came from the Hague Tribunal  when 
one very well-known person close to former prosecutor Carla Del Ponte 
informed a lawyer from Belgrade. The lawyer than called Hadzic and of-
fered him his services,” said Vukcevic.

The prosecution also has information that Hadzic was hiding in monas-
teries across Serbia, though none of the clergy knew who he was.

The prosecutor claims that Rade Bulatovic, the former director of Belgrade 
Security Information Agency, knew of eleven addresses where Mladic was 
hiding in Serbia.  He arrested his helpers, but failed to arrest Mladic him-
self.

Vukcevic said there is not enough evidence against Bulatovic to file charg-
es, but that he would be interrogated.

Vukcevic stressed that the Serbian prosecution is carrying out the investi-
gation, not because of pressure from the ICTY or the EU, but because every 
citizen that breaks the law must be punished.

The ICTY Chief Prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, in his biannual report to 
the UN Security Council presented at the beginning of June, expressed his 
concern at Serbia’s delay in identifying all those who had helped Karadzic 
and Mladic stay on the run for so long.
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11 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic Made Sarajevo Shake, 
Witness Says

The infrastructure of the city of Sarajevo was deliberately 
targeted by Bosnian Serb forces, claims a former UN 

military officer.

MARIJA RISTIC

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb commander, Ratko Mladic, contin-
ued on Thursday with the cross-examination of John Wilson, a former UN 
military officer in Bosnia in 1992.

Wilson recalled that the heaviest shelling of the city of Sarajevo occurred 
on May 29 in 1992, an event which made him feel that Mladic’s threats to 
“make Sarajevo shake” were really coming true.

“It was probably the biggest shelling I have ever experienced. It started at 
8 pm and lasted until morningÖThousands and thousands of shells were 
dropped. The city itself was the target,” Wilson said.

On Wednesday, Wilson testified about Mladic’s decision to shell the city, 
after international troops failed to allow the Yugoslav People’s Army to 
withdraw from its barracks.

When the defence asked him to what extent Mladic was acting unilateral-
ly, Wilson said that his only source on this was Mladic, who once told him 
that he was subordinate to the political leadership of Bosnian Serbs and 
the then president of Republika Srpska, Radovan Karadzic.

The witness also said that UN vehicles were shelled a number of times. 
However, the UN was understaffed during this period, and because they 
were unable to run their own, independent investigations, they were re-
liant on the Bosniak and Bosnian Serb authorities for information about 
this and any other attacks.

Towards the end of Thursday’s hearing, the presiding judge Alphons Ori, 
ordered Mladic’ s removal from the courtroom for speaking loudly, some-
thing which he had continued to do despite being warned by the judge on 
several occasions  that his behaviour was inappropriate.
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Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and seven other Bosnian 
municipalities in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on October 12 with the cross-examination of Wilson 
by the defence.
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10 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic Threatened to Destroy 
Sarajevo, Witness Says

The Bosnian Serb army constantly shelled the city of 
Sarajevo with heavy weapons, says a former UN military 

officer.

MARIJA RISTIC

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb commander, Ratko Mladic, held on 
Wednesday, former UN military officer in Bosnia 1992, John Wilson, said 
that the city of Sarajevo was shelled on a daily basis  by the Bosnian Serb 
forces, usually from 2 pm until midnight.

“The fire was very destructive, especially fire to urban areas. It was clear 
that it would cause a lot of casualties and civilian victims,” Wilson said.

Wilson recalled a meeting with Mladic, held on May 24, 1992, when the 
defendant threatened that he would “totally destroy half of Sarajevo” un-
less three Yugoslav People’s Army, JNA, military barracks were evacuated 
within 72 hours.

The witness said he took the threats seriously, as Mladic had “the power 
and means” to do it.

As the Marsal Tito barracks had failed to be evacuated within the dead-
line, due to Mladic’s objection to leaving JNA weaponry to predominantly 
Bosniak forces, a heavy shelling of Sarajevo without any military goal fol-
lowed on May 28, Wilson said.

Wilson said that, following protests by UN officials over the civilian vic-
tims of the shelling, Mladic took responsibility for the attacks, justifying 
them by saying that the Bosnian Serb forces opened fire in self-defence.

As Wilson was a military officer, he was questioned by the prosecution 
about structures of both Bosnian Serb and Bosniak armies.

“Serbs had a very professional army, they fought with tanks, and were 
equipped like any other professional army. The presidency [Bosnian Mus-
lims] on the other hand had only rifles and some rocket artillery. Most of 
them were dressed as civilians, they were unorganized and unprofession-
al,” Wilson explained.
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Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and cus-
toms of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and seven other Bosnian 
municipalities in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on October 11 with cross-examination of Wilson.
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09 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Behaviour Was 
Bombastic, UN Official Says

The Bosniaks and Bosnian Serbs both targeted civilian 
infrastructure in Bosnia to provoke retaliatory attacks, 

says a former UNPROFOR official.

MARIJA RISTIC

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic continued 
on Tuesday with the cross examination of Pyers Tucker, a former British 
Army officer, who was an assistant to Philippe Morillion, the commander 
of UN special forces, UNPROFOR, during the war in Bosnia.

Tucker said that the Bosniaks attacked various targets across the city of 
Sarajevo as a way to provoke the international community into acting 
against the Bosnian Serbs.

“The goal of the Bosnian Muslims was to provoke the Serbs [to attack ci-
vilian targets] in order to force NATO to act in Bosnia,” said Tucker.

Tucker explained that all the information he had regarding the plans of 
the Bosnian Serb came from either Radovan Karadzic, the former politi-
cal leader of the Bosnian Serbs, who is also an ICTY defendant, or Ratko 
Mladic.

He met Mladic several times during the war, and described his behaviour 
as “bombastic”.

Tucker said that there were a few occasions when the Bosnian Serb lead-
ership acted to ensure that humanitarian aid got through to the Bosniaks.  
On those occasions they kept quiet about the crimes committed by Bos-
niaks against Serbs, as they feared that the local Serbs would stop the aid 
reaching the Bosniaks, he explained.

The former UNPROFOR official also recalled meeting a former British army 
major after the war who investigated the attack on the Markale market in 
Sarajevo in 1995,  and who claimed that the shooting  “came from Muslim 
positions.”

Tucker, however, could not recall the major’s name.
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On Monday, Tucker testified that the shelling of Sarajevo from the posi-
tions of the Bosnian Serb forces was aimed at “terrorizing and intimidat-
ing” the local population.

Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and cus-
toms of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and seven other Bosnian 
municipalities in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on October 10.
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08 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic Removed from 
Courtroom for Laughing

The Trial Chamber of the Hague Tribunal, has removed 
Ratko Mladic out of the courtroom for laughing and 

pointing during the testimony of the protected witness RM-
081.

JUSTICE REPORT

When the witness completed his testimony, the Trial Chamber allowed 
Mladic, former Bosnian Serb army chief, to return to the courtroom in or-
der to follow the testimony of the former UNPROFOR officer Pyers Tucker.

The witness RM-081 testified on Friday about his detention in a school 
building in Rogatica, where he said he was imprisoned alongside hundreds 
of other Bosniaks, in the summer of 1992.

He said that the Bosnian Serb forces held the prisoners in inhumane con-
ditions, beat them up, sexually abused and killed them.

The witness added that his two underage children were among those 
abused, while he “did not have the courage” to ask his wife whether she 
had been abused too.

Because of the measures to protect the witness’ identity the cross ex-
amination on Monday was closed to public so it is unknown why Mladic 
laughed.

Following his removal from the courtroom, Mladic requested to be re-
turned to the Detention Unit and that his defence lawyers cease their par-
ticipation in the hearing.

Mladic’s lawyer, Miodrag Stojanovic, said that he informed Mladic about 
the measures that the judges might take in such case, but that his cli-
ent had responded that “he would start a hunger strike and stop taking 
his medications, in case other defence lawyers are appointed to represent 
him”.

The defence then stopped cross-examining the witness RM-081, as per 
Mladic’s instructions.
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The presiding judge, Alphons Orie, warned that Mladic’s refusal to appear 
in the courtroom would be interpreted as renunciation of his right to at-
tend the trial.

Stojanovic conveyed to the Chamber that Mladic had said that he “cannot 
control his emotions, be it laughter or tears”.

Judge Orie responded that “loud laughter in presence of a witness” con-
stitutes interference with the trial.

Mladic, the former Commander of the Republika Srpska Army, is charged 
with genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and 
customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

British officer Pyers Tucker, former assistant to the UNPROFOR Com-
mander Philippe Morillon, testified that the shelling of Sarajevo from the 
positions of the Bosnian Serb forces was aimed at “terrorizing and intim-
idating” the local population.

“Individual grenades were fired on residential quarters without any visible 
military purpose. To my understanding, the primary goal was to terrorize 
the population,” Tucker said.

Mladic’s defence is due to cross-examine Tucker on Tuesday, October 9.
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05 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Sarajevo Siege

At the trial of Ratko Mladic, the former commander of 
UNPROFOR said that civilians were killed mostly by 

“non-selective shelling and sniper fire” that the Army of 
Republika Srpska subjected the city to.

JUSTICE REPORT

Egyptian Major General Husein Abdel Razek, who was the commander of 
the UNPROFOR’s Sarajevo sector between August 1992 and February 1993, 
testified that the shelling and sniper fire was especially fierce in the first 
three months of his mandate.

He said that he was receiving reports from the UN military observers about 
attacks on the city “under siege”, in which civilians were being wounded 
and killed.  He said he raised the issue with Mladic and the Bosnian Serb 
political leadership.

“I raised the issue of constant shelling and sniper attacks frequently in 
meetings with Radovan Karadzic, generals Mladic and Stanislav Galic, 
Momcilo Krajisnik and Biljana Plavsic. We heard a lot of promises from 
them, but problems on the ground remained... The situation has never 
changed,” recalled the witness.

Mladic, the wartime commander of the Republika Srpska Army, is charged 
with the persecution of non-Serbs which reached the scale of genocide in 
seven municipalities. In addition, he is charged with the Srebrenica gen-
ocide, terror against civilians in Sarajevo and taking UNPROFOR soldiers 
hostage between 1992 and 1995.

Radovan Karadzic, the then President of Republika Srpska, is currently on 
trial for crimes committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina, while Galic, Kra-
jisnik and Plavsic were convicted by the Hague Tribunal in second instance 
verdicts.

According to Abdel Razek, in reaction to constant protests from the UN-
PROFOR officers, leaders of Bosnian Serbs would deny responsibility for 
the attacks or claim that Bosniak forces were attacking their own people, 
saying that Bosnian Serb forces only defended themselves.
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The agreement reached at the London conference for heavy artillery to be 
put under the UN control, said the witness, was never implemented by the 
Republika Srpska leadership.

Karadzic explained it by saying: “There are too many Muslims and we 
have only these weapons here.”

Abdel Razek claims that Mladic was behind that decision, since Serb polit-
ical and army leaders acted in a “coordinated and harmonious manner.”

The witness described Mladic as a “strong commander and leader, whom 
the subordinate officers respected.”

Abdel-Razek said that the commander of the Sarajevo Romanija Corps, 
General Galic, once told him he would resume with sniper attacks in the 
territory of the Sarajevo airport as long as civilians were moving in the 
area.

Abdel Razek added that Galic ñ sentenced by the Hague Tribunal to life 
imprisonment for crimes committed in Sarajevo ñ was acting strictly on 
army orders.

In the meetings with UNPROFOR, Serbian leadership spoke sincerely of its 
policy of ethnic cleansing, said the witness.

Asked in February 1993 what the final goal of the Bosnian Serb leadership 
was, Karadzic responded to Abdel Razek: “Muslims would be removed 
from Serb territories because we cannot live together.”

The witness recalled that in late September 1992 several hundred Bosniaks 
and Croats were expelled from Grbavica, which was under Serb control at 
the time.

Abdel Razek will be cross-examined by Mladic’s defence on Friday, Oc-
tober 5.
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04 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Denies 
Bosniaks Were Armed

A witness at the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army 
chief, Ratko Mladic, has denied the defence’s suggestion 

that the Bosniaks in Prijedor were armed.

JUSTICE REPORT

During the cross examination of the prosecution witness, Mevludin Se-
jmenovic, Mladic’s defence argued that Bosniaks in the Prijedor area 
armed themselves in an organised manner in the spring of 1992, in the 
run up to the Bosnian war, which the witness denied.

Sejmanovic, who was at the time an MP for the Bosniak Party of Demo-
cratic Action, SDA, said that he would have known if the local Bosniaks 
were arming themselves.

“There is no way that an organized arming took place. Had it happened, I 
would have known about it,” Sejmenovic said.

On Tuesday, Sejmenovic testified that in late May1992, Serb officers gave 
an ultimatum to Bosniaks requesting that they hand over 7,000 guns, 
which, according to the witness, they did not have.

Following the ultimatum, the village of Kozarac was attacked and the Bos-
niak civilians were taken to the Trnopolje, Omarska and Keraterm prison 
camps.

Mladic, the wartime Commander of the Republika Srpska Army, is charged 
with the persecution of non-Serbs which reached the scale of genocide in 
Prijedor and six other municipalities. In addition, he is charged with the 
Srebrenica genocide, terror against civilians in Sarajevo and taking UN-
PROFOR soldiers hostage.

The defence said that Bosniak forces continued fighting in the vicinity 
of Prijedor until August 1992, but Sejmenovic responded that “this is the 
first time I hear about it”, adding that “people were being deported to the 
detention camps” at that time.

Sejmenovic confirmed that, after having been hiding from the end of May 
to the end of July, he voluntarily surrendered to Serb forces in the Trnop-
olje camp.
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He also confirmed that some smaller groups of Bosniaks came to the Tr-
nopolje camp on their own, after their villages had been set on fire and 
people killed, because they believed that they would be safe there.

When asked whether he witnessed rapes and murders in the Trnopolje 
and Omarska camps, which he described during his testimony, Sejmenovic 
answered negatively, but he repeated his allegation that he saw six young 
men from the Foric family being taken away and that they were subse-
quently killed.

The defence lawyer, Branko Lukic, suggested that the prison camps de-
tainees were beaten up by policemen and not soldiers. However, Sejmeno-
vic stuck to his previous allegation that he was held by the Republika Srp-
ska soldiers.

“When somebody tells you: ‘You will now see how soldiers beat people’ 
and a policeman is standing by, doing nothing, then you know you are 
beaten by the Army,” the witness said.

Sejmanovic said that following his release from the Omarska camp, on 
the orders of the Bosnian Serb political leader and ICTY indictee, Radovan 
Karadzic, he had to give an interview to a Serb TV station under duress.

He said that he was forced to tell lies including that Omarska was not a 
concentration camp and that the SDA leadership was responsible for the 
Bosnian war.

The trial is due to continue on Thursday.
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02 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Bosniak ex MP 
Talks About Omarska Camp

At the trial of former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, the prosecution has resumed presenting its 

evidence on ethnic cleansing in Prijedor in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

The witness, Mevludin Sejmenovic, described how the armed forces under 
the control of the Serb Democratic Party took power in Prijedor, and then 
illegally apprehended, murdered and expelled Bosniaks and Croats.

Sejmenovic, who was an MP of the Party of Democratic Action from Pri-
jedor, said that the Serb Democratic Party claimed that 70 per cent of the 
municipality was Serb, before taking it over by force on April 30, 1992.

After that, he said, all the non-Serbs were removed from their jobs. During 
the negotiations in which Sejmenovic took part, the Serb Democratic Party 
and the army presented the Bosniaks with an ultimatum to immediately 
surrender 7,000 rifles, which they, Sejmenovic said, did not have.

“Major Radmilo Zeljaja told us: ‘If you do not return 7,000 rifles, I will 
raze Kozarac to the ground.’ Becir Medunjanin said: ‘How can we return 
them when we don’t have them’, to which Zeljaja responded: ‘That, gen-
tlemen, is your problem’,” testified Sejmenovic.

He added that the attack on Kozarac ensued, where all the men, even older 
boys, were taken to the Omarska and Keraterm camps, while women and 
children were sent to the Trnopolje camp or went into hiding, as their 
houses were systematically robbed or burnt down.

Sejmenovic was taken to the Trnopolje camp where he saw Serb forces 
killing six Bosniaks, all members of the same family. Later he was trans-
ferred to the Omarska camp.

He described the white house in Omarska, where he and other prisoners 
were beaten as “all bloody, from floor to ceiling.”

After some foreign journalists had visited the Omarska camp in August 
1992, Sejmanovic said he was taken out of the camp by the Serb Demo-
cratic Party official, Vojo Kupresanin, on orders from Radovan Karadic, the 
then president of Republika Srpska.
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“In Omarska it was all death, death and only death, and then suddenly 
Kupresanin showed up and started talking high politics... I kept silent, 
thinking it was another thing I had to endure before I die. Kupresanin 
talked on the phone with Karadzic, who told him to buy me a suit, feed me 
and bring me to Banja Luka,” recalled Sejmenovic.

He said that he realised that Karadzic wanted to use him to simulate 
multiethnic rule, when Kupresanin’s driver, on their way to Banja Luka 
commented that it is a good thing for Sejmanovic to have become a mem-
ber of the Serb Parliament, but that he ought to watch out not to get killed 
by Bosniaks.

“I realised that in this way they were trying to wash their hand off the 
crimes they committed on a massive scale,” said out Sejmenovic, adding 
that senior Serb officials knew about the crimes in Omarska, but consid-
ered them “normal wartime events”.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with the systematic expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats in the Prijedor mu-
nicipality which reached the level of genocide.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995, terrorizing Sara-
jevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking interna-
tional soldiers as hostages.

The trial will resume on Wednesday, October 3, when the defence will 
cross-examine Sejmenovic.
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01 OCTOBER 2012

Trnopolje Camp Doctor 
Testifies at Mladic’s Trial

Testifying at the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army 
chief, Ratko Mladic, a former doctor at the Trnopolje 

camp, said that Bosniak and Croat civilians were held in 
inhumane conditions.

JUSTICE REPORT

Idriz Merdzanic, who was a doctor at the Trnopolje detention camp near 
Prijedor from June to September 1992, said that the purposed of the camp 
was to aid ethnic cleansing of the Prijedor municipality.

“Serbs deported people from one village after another. First, they took 
women and children to Trnopolje. After that they organized convoys and 
deported them. At the beginning they transported them in cattle wagons 
and, later on, by trucks.”

“As far as able-bodies men are concerned, they either killed them right 
away or detained them in other detention camps, like Omarska and Ker-
aterm, before deporting them,” said Merdzanic.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in seven other Bosnian munici-
palities in 1992, including Prijedor,  the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats 
from territories under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sara-
jevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking interna-
tional soldiers as hostages in 1995.

Merdzanic, who had worked in the village of Kozarac prior to Trnopolje, 
described an attack by Serb forces on the village in late May, 1992, adding 
that Bosniaks, who were the absolute majority in the village, were either 
detained or deported after the attack.

Merdzanic mentioned the murder of seven prisoners in Trnopolje, adding 
that some Bosniaks, who were brought from Keraterm, told him that more 
than 150 people had been killed in that camp.

He said that he thought that the Trnopolje camp commander, Slobodan 
Kuruzovic, who according to Merdzanic wore military camouflage uni-
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form, “knew about the murders, rape and beatings, although he did not 
personally beat people”.

The witness said that, despite that, no investigation was conducted.

Merdzanic confirmed that the prisoners, who were filmed by the British 
TV channel ITN in Trnopolje at the beginning of August 1992, were held 
behind the barbed wire.

After the prosecution had played a recording of his brief interview with 
Penny Marshall, an ITN journalist, Merdzanic said that he secretely gave 
the journalist photographs of beaten detainees, whom he treated as a doc-
tor.

During the cross examination by Mladic’s defence lawyer, Branko Lukic, 
Merdzanic confirmed that, with the permission from the commander of 
Trnopolje camp, several Bosniak women, who told him that they had been 
raped, were transferred to the Prijedor hospital for medical examinations, 
adding that the hospital staff confirmed this.

He said that the perpetrators then threatened the camp commander, add-
ing that they came to Trnopolje by two tanks on which they wrote words 
“El Maniacs”.

When asked whether anybody forced detained Bosniaks and Croats, who 
were held in Trnopolje, to join the convoys, Merdzanic said that “nobody 
beat them up in an attempt to force them to join, but they were simply told 
that they had to leave”.

He confirmed that the convoy with which he left the place was organized 
by the Red Cross.

The trial of Mladic is due to continue on Tuesday, October 2.
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01 OCTOBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Markale Massacre

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, a prosecution witness described how his wife 

was killed in an explosion at Sarajevo’s Markale market in 
August 1995.

JUSTICE REPORT

Sujelman Crncalo described how his wife went to the Markale market in 
the morning of August 28, 1995.

“She did not return by 11, as we agreed, so I went to look for her... I will 
never forget that image... The street in front of Markale was covered in 
blood, from end to end, body parts everywhere, shoes... parts of cloth-
ing on the fence... blood trail left as they dragged the wounded,” recalled 
Crncalo.

After he did not find his wife on the list of the wounded in the hospital, 
Crncalo was sent to the morgue.

“I immediately recognised her among seven bodies. They were all women. 
She was the third in a row, “ said the witness.

According to the indictment against Mladic and earlier verdicts of the 
Hague Tribunal, the shell was fired at Markale from positions of the Sara-
jevo-Romanija Corps of the Army of Republika Srpska.

Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
territories under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo cit-
izens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

Crncalo said that the life during the Sarajevo siege was hard because of 
daily shelling and sniper attacks and because of shortage of water, food 
and electricity.
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Crncalo testified that in July 1992 Bosnian Serb authorities expelled him 
and another Bosniaks from Pale, transporting them by buses to Sarajevo.

In June of the same year, the witness had heard the then president of Re-
publika Srpska Radovan Karadzic saying at the rally at Pale that the “best 
way to defend Serb houses ñ is to attack Muslim houses.”

Prior to that, according to Crncalo, Nikola Koljevic, one of the Bosnian 
Serb political leaders, had told local Bosniaks that “Serbs do not want to 
live with them”, while the local police commander told them that he could 
not guarantee their safety.

Crncalo said he had to transfer the ownership of his house in writing to a 
Serb woman.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Dejan Ivetic pointed out that 
the contract allowing the use of the house did not include ownership of 
Crnacalo’s house. The witness responded that he had to sign the contract 
immediately before leaving for Sarajevo and that he did not analyse its 
content.

The defence suggested that Crncalo and other Bosniaks from Pale left vol-
untarily, but the witness denied that, saying that he would never leave his 
home voluntarily.

At the start of the hearing, the Trial Chamber forbade Mladic to speak 
in the courtroom, with an explanation that at least on five occasions he 
loudly and inappropriately addressed witnesses or commented on their 
statements.

“According to the new rules, which would be in effect throughout the pro-
cess, Mladic will be allowed to address his defence only during the recess 
and pass on written instructions to his lawyers in the courtroom,” said the 
presiding judge Alphons Orie.

The trial is scheduled to resume on Monday, October 1.



- 474 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

28 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: More Than 1,000 
Killed in Kozarac

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, his defence argued that the attack of the Serb 
forces on the village of Kozarac in 1992 was a was a 

consequence of a Bosniak ambush.

JUSTICE REPORT

The suggestion was made by Mladic’s lawyers during the cross examina-
tion of the prosecution witness Osman Selak who dismissed this claim, 
sticking to his earlier assertion that 1,200 Bosniaks had been killed in the 
attack.

Testifying a day earlier, Selak, the former commander of the rear base of 
the Army of Republika Srpska in Banja Luka, described the meeting on 
May 27, 1992, when subordinate officers informed the commander of the 
First Krajina Corps Momir Talic that 800 Muslims were killed and 1,200 
captured in Kozarac and the area.

According to Selak, General Talic issued an order that the headquarters of 
the Bosnian Serb army be informed that the number of victims was ten 
times smaller, aware that his units violated the international law of war.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with the expulsion of Bosniak and Croat civilians across Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which, according to the indictment, in seven Bosnian munici-
palities, reached a level of genocide. He is also charged with genocide in 
Srebrenica and terrorizing Sarajevo citizens.

Asked by the defence whether he knew that an army column passed 
through Kozarac in late May 1992 and what was its assignment, Selak 
replied negatively, adding that he knew that “a battalion from Belgrade 
went in that direction.”

Asked whether he knew that a driver from the column was killed, the wit-
ness replied: “I did not know. That is how political parties were trying to 
justify the killing of 1,200 people”.
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The defence lawyer, Branko Lukic,  asked how many wounded people there 
were in Kozarac, suggesting that, having in mind the number of killed that 
the witness stated, there had to be a “couple of thousand” wounded.

“I believe there was, because people from the village were taken to the 
camps near Pijedor and many of them died from the wounds there,” said 
Selak.

Mladic’s lawyer asked the witness about the “resistance movement” in 
Banja Luka, whose member he was after he retired in July 1992. Selak con-
firmed this, emphasising that the resistance never carried out any action 
against the Serb authorities.

He added that during the war “300 people were killed and thrown into the 
Vrbas river” and that “Bosniaks and Croats were ordered to leave.”

In the course of the trial, presiding judge Alphons Orie had to warn de-
fendant Mladic on several occasions not to talk loudly during consulta-
tions with his lawyers and not to comment loudly during the ongoing tes-
timony.

The trial is set to resume on September 28.
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27 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Sokoline Massacre

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, a witness described how in June 1992 he survived 

a massacre at Sokoline in which Bosnian Serb forces killed 
47 Bosniaks.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected witness RM-145 said that the Bosnian Serb soldiers led by a 
man called Zuti [Yellow] on June 14, 1992, took 55 Bosniak prisoners from 
the prison in Rajlovac and put them on a bus, telling them that they were 
going to be exchanged. The witness said he was held in Rajlovac after be-
ing arrested in the village of Ahatovici.

“When we arrived to Sokoline, the guards went out and Zuti said that the 
engine overheated and that he had to bring water... As soon as they got 
out, a strong detonation was heard at the front of the bus, and firing from 
automatic weapons... It lasted for about 15 minutes,” said RM-145.

After the shooting ended, the witness heard a car approach the bus.

“The car door opened and I heard someone say: ‘Go inside, see if anyone 
stayed alive.’ The other one cursed God and said: ‘You go and look.’ The 
car door slammed and they went away,” said RM-145, adding that he lay 
flat on the floor of the bus underneath the dead bodies.

With another three survivors, he managed to flee through the woods and 
reach the village of Vukasovic, where he was given medical assistance.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with the expulsion of Bosniak and Croat civilians across Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which, according to the indictment, in seven Bosnian munici-
palities reached a level of genocide. He is also charged with genocide in 
Srebrenica, terrorizing Sarajevo citizens, and taking international soldiers 
as hostages.

Mladic refused to attend the hearing because the witness RM-145 was 
giving his testimony via video-link from Sarajevo, while the defendant 
claimed that he had the right to face every witness in the courtroom.
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After being warned, Mladic confirmed through his lawyer that he volun-
tarily gave up his right to attend the process by staying in the cell outside 
the courtroom. He returned to the courtroom when the witness RM-145 
finished his testimony.

Photographs of the bus and bodies were shown in the courtroom. The wit-
ness RM-145 confirmed that the photos were taken on June 15, 1992, by 
the people from the village who came to the scene of the crime.

The photos also show dozens of villagers digging the mass grave in which 
the victims were buried.

“My uncle and I had to identify the dead ñ very few had an undamaged face 
so that we could recognise them easily, we had to do it by their clothes... 
They took our documents from us when we set off,” said witness RM-145.

The witness said that the Bosniaks arrested in the village of Ahatovici were 
beaten and killed while they were held prisoners in the abandoned fuel 
tank in Rajlovac, before the Sokoline massacre.

Mladic’s lawyer, Miodrag Stojanovic,  asked the witness during cross-ex-
amination whether he saw who opened fire on the bus, and RM-145 re-
plied: “No, I was covered with bodies.”

The trial will resume on Thursday, September 27.
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25 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witnesses Speak 
of Prijedor Horrors

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, two prosecutions witnesses spoke about murders 

of Bosniaks in the region of Prijedor in 1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Osman Selak,  former commander of the rear base of the Army of Re-
publika Srpska, VRS, in Banja Luka said that in the summer of 1992 the 
commander of the First Krajina Corps, Momir Talic, was informed that 
800 Bosniaks had been killed in the attack on the village Kozarac near 
Prijedor, and that, on Talic’s orders, this was falsely entered into a report 
as 80 victims.

“Marcetic told Talic: ‘Comrade General, today in Kozarac 800 people were 
killed and 1,200 captured.’ Talic reflexively looked at me, knowing that I 
was a Bosniak and that the murdered people were Muslims.”

“He then turned to Marcetic and told him: ‘Dragan, you meant to say 80 
people were killed and that is what you will tell the main headquarters.’ 
And that information was passed on to the headquarters,” said Selak.

After that Selak said that he put in a request for retirement, aware that as 
a Bosniak he could not remain in the Bosnian Serb army.  He served until 
July 1992 when his requested was granted.

According to the witness, Talic was “not in favour of the war”, but he 
“carried out orders”.

“He knew that international law had been violated and that is why he 
issued an order that the main headquarters was to be informed that 80 
people were killed. He was afraid he would be held responsible for those 
murders,” said Selak.

According to Selak, the perpetrators of the murders in Kozarac were mem-
bers of the motorised brigade of VRS from Prijedor, whom Talic “failed to 
punish”.

Talic was charged by the Hague court for war crimes committed in Bosan-
ska Krajina, but he died in 2003, before the trial was over.
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Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with the expulsion of Bosniak and Croat civilians across Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which, according to the indictment, in seven Bosnian munici-
palities, including Prijedor, reached a level of genocide. He is also charged 
with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorizing Sarajevo citizens, and taking in-
ternational soldiers as hostages between 1992 and 1995.

Prior to Selak, the Hague tribunal also heard from a former intelligence 
and security officer with the Bosnian Serb army, VRS who said that 24 
Bosniaks suffocated in trucks, which transported hundreds of captives 
from Sanski Most to the Manjaca detention camp in July 1992.

The prosecution witness, who testified under the pseudonym of RM-051, 
said that their death was caused by “unprofessional” and “inhumane” 
treatment by Serb policemen, who escorted them.

When shown the photographs of scared and weak prisoners, some of 
whom were bone skinny, lying on the hangar floor or standing behind 
barbed wire, the witness RM-051 said that they “realistically depicted how 
the detention camp looked like”, pointing out that he “has nothing to add 
or deduct”.

The trial is due to continue on Wednesday, September 25.
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21 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Siege of 
Vlasenica

The defence of Ratko Mladic, during cross-examination 
of the witness, Ibro Osmanovic, pointed out that in the 

summer of 1992, the Susica camp near Vlasenica was ran 
by the Bosnian Serb police and not the army.

JUSTICE REPORT

Osmanovic, who during his testimony at the Hague Tribunal had said that 
the Bosniaks imprisoned in the Susica camp were abused and beaten to 
death, confirmed that the warden and the chief of security in the camp 
were members of the special police brigade of Republika Srpska.

“The chief of security, Dragan Nikolic,  known as Yankee, often said that 
the warden is the undisputed authority... They were coming to Susica as 
they pleased, both in regular army and camouflage uniforms, to take pris-
oners to a forced labour. They were also wearing blue uniforms, but none 
of them was from the regular police, none of them were people who were 
policemen before the war,” said Osmanovic.

In 2003, the Hague Tribunal sentenced Dragan Nikolic to 20 years in pris-
on for the crimes committed in Susica.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with the expulsion of Bosniak and Croat civilians across Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, which, according to the indictment, in seven Bosnian munici-
palities, including Vlasenica, reached a level of genocide.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorizing Sarajevo citi-
zens, and taking international soldiers as hostages between 1992 and 1995.

Miodrag Stojanovic, Mladic’s lawyer, contested the witness’ claim that a 
Bijeljina restaurant owner Ejub Smajic was killed in the Batkovic camp 
near Bijeljina, but Osmanovic stuck to his original statement.

Stojanovic presented the witness with the indictment filed in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina against perpetrators of the crime in Batkovic, which specifies 
that Smajic was “severely wounded”,  Osmanovic replied that Smajic was 
killed in the camp.
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After Mladic’s lawyer showed him the statement which Smajic himself 
gave to the investigating bodies, Osmanovic allowed a possibility that he 
was not talking about the same man, but still stood by his original claim.

Stojanovic dedicated a better part of his cross-examination to the events 
in Vlasenica before the Serb authorities arrested Osmanovic, and the pre-
siding judge Alphons Orie warned him to return his attention to the wit-
ness’ statement.

On Thursday, Osmanovic testified that after the Serb forces had taken 
control of the town of Vlasenica in 1992, his younger sister, two brothers 
and 33 distant relatives were killed.

The trial will resume on Monday, September 24.
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20 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Crimes in Vlasenica

Testifying at the trial of the former Bosnia Serb army chief, 
Ratko Mladic, a witness recalled the abuse in the Susica 
detention camp were the Bosniaks from Vlasenica were 

imprisoned.

JUSTICE REPORT

The Hague prosecution’s witness, Ibro Osmanovic, said that after the Serb 
forces had taken control of the town of Vlasenica, near Srebrenica in east-
ern Bosnia, in 1992, his younger sister, two brothers and 33 distant rela-
tives were killed.

“My sister Ferida was 16 years old when she was set on fire. We found only 
seven percent of her body... four bones only,” Osmanovic said, adding that 
her remains were found only in April this year.

Osmanovic said that his sister was last seen in the summer of 1992 in the 
Susica detention camp, adding that he saw his younger brother for the last 
time, also in the Susica camp.

“My younger brother’s remains were found in three different mass graves 
and his head was found 25 kilometres away from those graves. The re-
mains of my older brother have not been found,” Osmanovic said.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with war crimes and crimes against humanity including the expulsion of 
non-Serbs across Bosnia and Herzegovina, which, according to the in-
dictment, in seven Bosnian municipalities, including Vlasenica, reached a 
level of genocide.

Osmanovic said that he was arrested in late May 1992 and that, later on he 
was taken to the village of Drum, where the guards ordered the prisoners 
to bury 22 Bosniak men, who were executed with a shot between their 
eyes.

According to Osmanovic, all of the victims, aged between 20 and 60 years, 
were dressed in civil clothing. He said that he recognized some of them.

Describing his stay in the Susica detention camp, the witness said that all 
the detainees were civilians.
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“Beating was a frequent happening in Susica. Some people were beaten up 
every day, while some were beaten to death,” the witness said.

When asked why he was detained, together with hundreds of other Bos-
niaks from Vlasenica, the witness said that none of them were guilty of 
anything.

“All those beatings and agony and suffering came from our former neigh-
bours...Nobody was guilty of anything, but they accused us of all sorts of 
things,” the witness said.

The defence is due to cross-examine Osmanovic on September 21.
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20 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic’s Accomplice Makes a 
Plea Bargain

A relative of the wife of war crimes defendant Ratko 
Mladic has entered into a plea agreement with the Serbian 
war crimes prosecution, admitting that he hid the former 

Bosnian Serb commander.

MARIJA RISTIC

Miroslav Jegdic, a brother of Ratko Mladic’s wife , has pleaded guilty to 
the charge of hiding the former Bosnian Serb army chief while he was on 
the run from the Hague Tribunal, in exchange for a suspended prison sen-
tence, the Serbian War Crime Prosecutor’s Office announced on Thursday.

The Higher Court sentenced him to six months in prison or two year sus-
pended sentence.

Mladic was hiding in Miroslav Jegdic’s house in the Belgrade suburb of 
Velika Mostanica, in 2006, from February to mid April.

On August 15, the Serbian Higher Court sentenced Ratko Mladic’s cousin, 
Branislav Mladic. It was the first sentence passed by the Serbian courts 
against Mladic’s accomplices, who helped him to evade arrest.

The prosecutor’s office is also investigating six people suspected of helping 
Mladic, and another ICTY indictee, Stojan Zupljanin, hide; while pre-trial 
proceedings are underway against seven more individuals.

Additionally, ten more people are currently on trial for the second time in 
front of Serbia’s General Court for hiding Mladic. The verdict from 2010 
that acquitted them was quashed and the case was sent to retrial.

Discovering the network of people who helped Mladic hide is still an on-
going issue between Serbia and the Hague Tribunal, ICTY.

At the beginning of June, the ICTY’s Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz’s 
presented his biannual report to the UN Security Council and expressed 
concern regarding Serbia’s delay in identifying all those who helped hide 
Mladic for so long.

Mladic is currently on trial before the ICTY.  He is charged with war crimes 
and crimes against humanity, including the Srebrenica genocide, commit-
ted during the Bosnian war.
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19 SEPTEMBER 2012

British Journalist Recalls 
Skeletal Prisoners Behind 

Fence
At the trial of Ratko Mladic, journalist Ed Vulliamy 

described Omarska and Trnopolje, where in the summer 
of 1992 the Bosnian Serb authorities held non-Serbs from 

Prijedor, as concentration camps.

JUSTICE REPORT

Vulliamy, who was one of the first Western journalists to visit Omarska 
and Trnopolje and the surrounding area on August 5, 1992, at the invi-
tation from the then President of Republika Srpska, Radovan Karadzic, 
emphasized that prisoners were collected, abused and murdered in camps, 
and subsequently massively expelled.

His report and footage of starved and very skinny prisoners behind barbed 
wire, made by ITN journalists Penny Marshall, had great impact on the 
public opinion worldwide.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with expulsion of non-Serbs across Bosnia and Herzegovina, which, ac-
cording to the indictment, in seven Bosnian municipalities, including Pri-
jedor, reached a level of genocide.

He is also charged with genocide in Srebrenica, terrorizing Sarajevo citi-
zens, and taking international soldiers as hostages between 1992 and 1995.

Just like at the trial of Karadzic last autumn, Vulliamy testified that the 
prisoners he saw in Omarska in August 1992 were “in a state of shock-
ing decay”, and that the prisoners “behind barbed wire” in the Trnopolje 
camp were “skeletal”.

Commenting on the video recording which features dozens of prisoners 
wolfing down modest meals in the dining room in Omarska while sur-
rounded by armed guards, Vulliamy said that he tried to talk to a prisoner, 
who, when asked about the conditions there, responded that “he did not 
want to tell any lies, but that he could not tell the truth.”

While visiting the Omarska camp, he said, British journalists were escort-
ed by an officer of the Republika Srpska Army, Major Milovan Milutinovic, 
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who was later close associate of General Mladic, and chief of the Prijedor 
police, Simo Drljaca, who did not allow them to enter a hangar where pris-
oners were held.

In Trnopolje, he said that the prisoners were fenced off by barbed wire and 
were “brought from other camps for forced expulsion”. He also said that 
he learnt from prisoners about the mass murder of around 150 people in 
the Keraterm camp.

During cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Dragan Ivetic presented Vul-
liamy with the fact that in his report from the camp, published on August 
7, 1992, in The Guardian, he wrote that there was no concentration camp 
in Trnopolje and that the situation was not as bad as in Omarska.

Vulliamy responded that that was true and that with that article he wanted 
to distance himself from those who at the time compared camps in Bosnia 
with the Nazi concentration camps.

However, he emphasised, based on subsequent conversation with the sur-
vivors, and having in mind that prisoners in Trnopolje were “concentrat-
ed” in order to be expelled, while being abused and killed all the time, he 
changed that stance.

“I believed then as I believe now that Omarska was a concentration camp”, 
said Vulliamy.

At the suggestion of Mladic’s lawyer, the witness confirmed that Trnopol-
je had an added-on section, as well as that a part of the people came to the 
camp of their own accord, fleeing before war activities.

Asked whether in his report from the camp he wrote that it was run by the 
civilian Serb authorities and not the army, Vulliamy replied affirmative-
ly, specifying that British journalists were told this by Prijedor’s wartime 
mayor, Milomir Stakic, before visiting the Trnopolje camp.

For war crimes in Prijedor, the Hague Tribunal sentenced Stakic to 40 
years of prison.

Ivetic suggested that Vulliamy is not an impartial journalist or witness, to 
which Vulliamy replied he was completely impartial and objective, but not 
“neutral”, having in mind what he saw while visiting the camp.

The defence will conclude Vulliamy’s cross-examination on Thursday, 
September 20.
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07 SEPTEMBER 2012

Mladic Trial Hears of Mass 
Crimes in Bosnian Krajina

The trial of Ratko Mladic, former commander of Bosnian 
Serb forces, continued this week as victims testified about 

mass killings of Bosniaks and Croats in the Bosnian Krajina.

JUSTICE REPORT

Safet Taci, a witness for the prosecution, spoke about Bosnian Serb crimes 
against civilians held in the camp at Keraterm, near the northern town of 
Prijedor, in 1992.

Taci described how, in late July 1992, he saw the murder of around 150 
prisoners in the infamous camp.

While detained in the camp, he said he saw Bosnian Serb soldiers setting 
up a machine gun in the yard and pointing it at the nearby “room number 
three”, which housed around 150 male prisoners from the village of Ham-
barine near Prijedor.

“You could hear their pleas for air from the room, they were beating on the 
doors for them to be opened... They most probably broke down the door in 
order to get some air. But when they broke out, the Serb soldiers opened 
fire at them,” the witness said.

Mladic, former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with genocide in Srebrenica and in seven other Bosnian municipalities, 
including Prijedor, as well as with crimes against humanity and violation 
of laws and customs of war.

A Bosnian Croat witness, Ivo Atlija, also testified about crimes in the Kra-
jina region, saying that during an attack on his village of Brisevo on July 
24, 1992, the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, killed 68 villagers, including 
his father, 14 women, two young males and four disabled people.

Another prosecution witness, Rajif Begic, told the judges of the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, that he survived 
the massacre of around 20 men in the Sanski Most region in May 1992.

The mass killing, according to Begic, was carried out by Bosnian Serb forc-
es.
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Begic said he was arrested and taken to a bridge on the Sana river with 
around 20 other Bosniaks. He said that the prisoners were then either 
killed on the bridge or made to jump inside the water, while soldiers shot 
from above.

“When they told me to jump, I did so. The water was shallow so I bashed 
my head. I hid under the bridge and heard them waiting for me. But I took 
my shirt off and threw it in the river and started diving the other way.

“They shot at the shirt and I saw the bullets but luckily I escaped them and 
swam to shore,” said Begic.

Mladic is also charged with genocide in Sanski Most in 1992. During his 
cross examination, Begic told the court that he knew some of the Bosnian 
Serb men who had arrested him and shot from the bridge.

He said they were not members of the Army of Republika Srpska, but of 
paramilitary units, or were reserve police officers.

The Mladic trial continues on Monday, September 10.
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31 AUGUST 2012

Mladic Trial: Witness Recalls 
Conditions at Manjaca

During the testimony of Adil Medic, judges of the Hague 
Tribunal removed Ratko Mladic from the courtroom, after 

he was seen waving sheets of paper and trying to pass 
them to his lawyer.

JUSTICE REPORT

It could be seen from the gallery that one of the papers read: “1943-1991-
1992?” Having established that Mladic was waving papers with text writ-
ten in block letters, which could be seen by judges, lawyers and audience, 
the presiding judge of the Trial Chamber, Alphons Orie, assessed at the 
middle of the session that this was “inappropriate”.

“The Trial Chamber decided to undertake a measure of establishing order 
and remove defendant Mladic from the courtroom until the end of wit-
ness’ testimony,” Orie said, after which Mladic was led out.

Meanwhile Medic, who was an activist of the Merhamet humanitarian 
organisation during the 1992-5 war in Bosnia, in his testimony recalled 
the “inhuman” conditions in which Bosniaks and Croats were held at the 
Bosnian Serb camp at Manjaca in 1992.

Medic, who was allowed by the Army of Republika Srpska to visit the camp 
25 times, confirmed that prisoners were regularly beaten, some to death.

Mladic, the former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is charged 
with genocide in Srebrenica and in seven other Bosnian municipalities, 
with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats across Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and 
taking international soldiers as hostages.

Among others crimes, he is also charged with crimes committed in the 
Manjaca camp and other prison facilities.

Medic testified that a well-known history professor from Kljuc, Omer 
Filipovic, was beaten to death at Manjaca in 1992. A month earlier, the 
witness said, Filipovic had told Medic, in front of several Bosnin Serb of-
ficers, that prisoners “do not have water, are regularly beaten, do not 
have clothes and beds.”
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“My feeling at the time was that Filipovic would not survive and in my 
report the next day I wrote he would not shut up until they killed him,” 
Medic said, calling Filipovic a “born leader”.

The day after Filipovic’s murder, Medic said he was told by an Army of 
Republika Srpska colonel that “of the 2,000 prisoners at Manjaca, not even 
200 of them had anything to do with the conflicts.”

The witness said the purpose of the camp at Manjaca was to carry out an 
“official policy” of the Serb authorities of ensuring that “not more than 5 
per cent of Muslims remain.

“They had to cleanse the territory of Bosniaks and Croats, by killing some, 
imprisoning others, expelling the rest,” Medic said.

In the cross examination, Mladic’s lawyer, Branko Lukic, said that Fili-
povic was not arrested because he was a history professor, but because, 
as commander of the Territorial Defence in Kljuc, in late May 1992 he had 
killed unarmed soldiers of the Yugoslav People’s Army.

Medic said that he could not deny or confirm that assertion, because he 
only knew what Filipovic was before the war.

Responding to the defence’s suggestion, Medic confirmed that Merhamet 
was allowed to bring humanitarian aid to prisoners at Manjaca 49 times.

The trial will resume on Monday, September 3, and judge Orie emphasised 
that he expected to see Mladic in the courtroom.
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30 AUGUST 2012

Mladic Trial: Tragic Events in 
Biljani

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, the defence completed their cross examination of 

the protected witness, RM-010, who survived the execution 
of the Bosniaks in the village of Biljani near Kljuc in July 

1992.

JUSTICE REPORT

Maldic’s lawyer, Miodrag Stojanovic, dedicated the majority of his exam-
ination to the events which preceded the crime, including the attack by 
Bosniak forces on the column of the Yugoslav People’s Army, JNA, and 
Serb police in the vicinity of Kljuc.

The witness replied that he had heard of the attack.

Asked by the defence whether he knew “if the headquarters of the Army 
of Republika Srpska in Banja Luka was informed about the tragic events of 
July 10, 1992”, the witness replied that he did not know.

As with the previous witnesses, on Mladic’s behalf, Stojanovic expressed 
his regret to RM-010 for everything that he had gone through.

According to the indictment, the Bosnian Serb forces executed around 150 
Bosniak men on July 10, 1992, in the village of Biljani near Kljuc.

Mladic, the former commander of the Army of Republika Srpska, is 
charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in seven other Bosnian 
municipalities in 1992, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats across Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling 
and sniping and taking international soldiers as hostages between 1992 
and 1995.

After examination of the witness RM-010, the trial resumed behind closed 
doors, with the testimony of another protected witness code-named RM-
018.

A closed session is the highest degree of protection that can be granted to 
a witness at the Hague Tribunal.

The trial is scheduled to resume on August 31.
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29 AUGUST 2012

Mladic Offers to Apologise to 
Witness for Suffering

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, two survivors described mass murders of Bosniaks 

committed in the summer of 1992 in the municipalities of 
Kalinovik and Kljuc.

JUSTICE REPORT

The protected witness, RM-010, testified about the murders of several 
dozens Bosniaks committed around the school in the village of Biljani near 
Kljuc in July 1992.

RM-010 said that on July 10, Serb military policemen ordered all men of 
fighting age from his village to gather on a nearby meadow and then took 
them to the school in Biljani.

The witness said that killing started already in the schoolyard, before the 
majority of prisoners were taken to the bus through the gauntlet of sol-
diers who beat them. They were told they would be taken to a prisoner 
exchange in Kljuc.

The bus, however, stopped soon afterwards and Serb soldiers first took out 
four and then another four Bosniaks, among them RM-010.

 “Two military policemen took us to a house, and I heard someone say: 
‘Dear mother, what is this?” I felt a barrel on my back and heard the po-
liceman behind me say: ‘Go on, cursed your Balija [pejorative for Bosnian 
Muslim] mother.’” Recalled the witness.

“I saw four bodies in front of me in the grass. We started running, and 
they opened fire. Besim, in front of me, fell with two huge holes in his 
back. My legs gave up on me and I fell beside him,” said the witness, add-
ing that he acted dead and later crawled to the woods and ran away.

According to the indictment, 144 men were killed on that day.

Mladic has pleaded not guilty to charges of genocide, including in Kljuc, 
crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and customs of war 
during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.
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On Wednesday another prosecution witness, Fejzija Hadzic testified that 
on August 5, 1992, at Jalasacko Polje near Kalinovik, the Serb forces exe-
cuted 24 Bosniaks from the nearby villages who were held prisoners since 
June.

“They told us we are going to the prison in Foca, for exchange. The hands 
of younger ones were tied with wire. They tied my hands too and hit me on 
the head. 24 of us were put on a truck and taken to a meadow... They lined 
us up and opened fire from automatic rifles from all sides. I was hit in the 
left leg, so I, like others, fell and played dead,” testified Hadzic.

According to Hadzic, the soldiers took him together with dead bodies to 
a nearby barn, which was set on fire. “I managed to jump into the lower 
level of the barn and flee,” said Hadzic.

During the cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Miodrag Stojanovic sug-
gested that “executions” were committed by police and not the army.

“I have been authorised by Mr Mladic to tell you that he is ready to of-
fer you his hand at any moment and apologise to you for everything that 
you went through,” Stojanovic told the witness, who confirmed that as a 
young boy he “played ball” with Mladic, who is also from the village of 
Kalinovik.

The trial will resume on Thursday, August 30.
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28 AUGUST 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Witness Recalls 
Shot Child in Sarajevo

The prosecution at trial of the former Bosnian army chief, 
Ratko Mladic, resumed presenting their evidence with the 

testimony of an international fire-fighter.

JUSTICE REPORT

The former US marine, John Jordan, led a group of international volunteer 
fire-fighters in Sarajevo between 1992 and 1995 which worked on both 
sides of the front.

He testified that civilians in the city were exposed to artillery and sniper 
attacks from positions of the Bosnian Serb army above the city on a daily 
basis.

“I saw civilians being shot at every day,” said Jordan, emphasising that 
civilians also made up vast majority of victims which his firemen were 
finding in the burning buildings.

Jordan said that the members of his crew witnessed on November 18, 
1994, a sniper killing the seven-year old Nermin Divovic and wounding 
his mother Dzenana Sokolovic in downtown Sarajevo.

“My men told me that the boy with his mother approached our truck and 
asked for a candy, which children often did... Both of them were shot 
within seconds,” said the witness.

While cross-examined by Mladic’s lawyer, Dragan Ivetic, Jordan con-
firmed that he and his firemen were armed and that they opened fire if 
they were attacked during their interventions.

“We opted for such protection because in the first year of the war every 
fifth Sarajevo firemen got killed,” explained the witness.

Jordan, however, dismissed Ivetic’s suggestion that the sniper who killed 
Nermin Divovic could have targeted armed firemen.

“I am one hundred per cent certain that the sniper who shot at the child 
could not have seen us because no one could have targeted us and shoot 
the child,” said the witness.
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Jordan also said that he frequently found weapons in the civilian buildings 
in the parts of the city under the control of the Bosnian army and that the 
portable mortars launchers were also active within the city.

He said he saw such a mortar launcher in 1994 firing from the yard of the 
main Sarajevo’s hospital.

When questioned, the witness accepted the possibility of shells from those 
launchers falling on the city, due to a lack of precision.

At the end of the cross-examination, Mladic requested through his lawyer 
to ask the witness two questions himself, but the presiding judge, Alphons 
Orie, did not allow it.  The judges told Mladic he can ask all his questions 
through his lawyers.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will continue on  August 29.
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27 AUGUST 2012

Mladic’s Trial: ‘Mind-blowing’ 
Shelling of Sarajevo

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic, the prosecution played a recording of his order 

to shell the Sarajevo neighbourhoods which did not have 
many Serb residents.

JUSTICE REPORT

The recording, which was made by the Sarajevo authorities while inter-
cepting Mladic’s communications, was replayed in the courtroom during 
the testimony of the protected witness RM-115, who worked at a Sarajevo 
hospital at the time.

On the recording, Mladic can be heard telling his subordinate Mirko Vuka-
sinovic, to target the Sarajevo neighbourhood of Pofalici, because “not 
many Serbs live there”, some streets in the Sarajevo downtown area, as 
well as to “fire a volley on the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.

Mladic went on to say that the purpose of those attacks was to “blow the 
minds” of people in Sarajevo and prevent them from sleeping.

The witness said that she listened to radio on May 28, 1992 and heard 
Mladic ordering the shelling, adding that she was wounded during an ar-
tillery attack on the hospital that night. She said that she went into coma 
after the wounding and underwent medical treatment for six months.

Explaining how she knew that it was Mladic’s voice on that recording, 
witness RM-115 said that “even small children” could recognize that voice.

During the cross-examination the defence attorney, Miodrag Stojanovic, 
suggested that the recording of Mladic’s order was fabricated.

Stojanovic quoted another intercepted conversation in which Mladic said 
that the Bosnian Army had impersonators who could mimic his voice.

The defence repeated an earlier allegation that the Bosnian army, which 
were positioned around the hospital where the witness worked, opened 
fire on the Bosnian Serb positions, but the witness said that she did not 
know anything about it, because she spent her time in the basement.
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At the beginning of cross-examination Stojanovic said, on Mladic’s be-
half, that he was truly sorry for her suffering.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial is due to continue on August 28.
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24 AUGUST 2012

Mladic Apologises For His 
Behavior

The former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic 
apologised on Friday for his inappropriate comments to a 

witness.

MARIJA RISTIC

During Friday’s closed session in front of the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, Mlad-
ic’s defence lawyer, Branko Lukic,  apologised on his client’s behalf  to the 
former Sky News journalist Aernout Van Lynden and “to everybody else.”

The Trial Chamber then decided to disclose the content of the closed ses-
sion to the public “as the apology was important and in the interest of 
justice.”

Mladic had called the witness “a liar” and “a CIA spy” on Wednesday, 
after  Van Lynden’s TV reports from the war in Bosnia were played in the 
courtroom..

Lukic  said that the trial was stressful for Mladic, due to his ill health, 
and that he uses the same combative tone with  everyone, including his 
defence team.

The Trial Chamber warned Mladic once again that he would removed from 
the courtroom if his inappropriate behavior continued.

The Hague Tribunal had already decided, on August 16, to film Ratko 
Mladic while he was in the courtroom, due to his repeatedly disrespectful 
use of language.

The cross examination of the witness, Colm Doyle, the former head of the 
European Community Monitoring Mission in Bosnia, was also resumed 
during Friday’s session.

Doyle once again confirmed that the international community had been  
concerned about the heavy weaponary possessed by  the Bosnian Serbs.

However, Doyle could not confirm whether the combatants were paramil-
itaries or not, since he was not aware of the structure of the Bosnian Serb 
forces.
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The protected witness RM115, one of the survivors of the war in Bosnia, 
was also scheduled to testify on Friday, but due to the witness’ health 
problems, the testimony has been postponed until Monday.

Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on August 27.
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23 AUGUST 2012

JNA Armed Bosnian Serbs, 
Witness Says

The Bosnian Serbs were supplied with arms by the 
Yugoslav People’s Army, JNA, said a former EU official 

at the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army chief, Ratko 
Mladic.

MARIJA RISTIC

Colm Doyle, the former head of the European Community Monitoring Mis-
sion in Bosnia, testified before the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, on Thursday, at 
the trial of the former Republika Srpska Army commander, Ratko Mladic.

Doyle said that the international community had been especially worried 
because a large number of Bosnian Serb civilians had been mobilised and 
were much more heavily armed than the other two Bosnian ethnic groups 
ñ the Bosniaks and Croats.

“They were already using the weapons of the Territorial defence force, 
which was present in almost every town in Bosnia. But they were also 
getting arms from the Yugoslav People’s Army, JNA. We actually knew that 
the JNA was on the Serbian side,” Doyle said.

The witness also recalled the meeting he had in Serbia’s capital Belgrade 
in 1992 with the late president of Serbia and the ICTY indictee, Slobodan 
Milosevic.

According to Doyle, the aim of his meeting with Milosevic was to put pres-
sure on Mladic to stop the shelling of the city of Sarajevo.

Doyle says that at that time Milosevic was against the siege of the city, 
describing it as a crime that ought to be punished.

During Thursday’s trial session the judges once again warned Mladic that 
he would be penalised for his inappropriate behaviour in the courtroom, 
having called the witness in the previous session, the former Sky News 
journalist, Aernout Van Lynden “a liar” and “a CIA spy”.

The Hague Tribunal had already decided, on August 16, to film Ratko 
Mladic while he was in the courtroom, due to his repeatedly disrespectful 
use of language.
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Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on August 24.
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22 AUGUST 2012

No Green Berets in Sarajevo in 
1992, Witness Says

At the trial of the former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko 
Mladic, a former Sky News journalist claims that he was 
not aware of any Bosniak paramilitary units in Sarajevo.

MARIJA RISTIC

The trial of the former commander of the Republika Srpska Army, Ratko 
Mladic, continued on Wednesday in front of the Hague Tribunal with the 
cross-examination of the former Sky News journalist, Aernout Van Lyn-
den.

Mladic’s defence lawyer Branko Lukic argued that Van Lynden’s claims 
that the Bosnian Serb army had targeted civilian infrastructure are not 
true because that infrastructure  was being used by the Bosnian army.

However, Van Lynden maintained his claim that he did not see any mem-
ber of so-called Green Berets in the city - Bosniak paramilitary units, who 
were later incorporated into the Bosnian army.

“The Green Berets were imagined by the Serbs. All the time I was there I 
never saw  a member of this unit,” said Van Lynden.

Van Lynden said that there had been a number of Bosniak military opera-
tions aimed at breaking the siege, but that these had all failed because of 
heavy and precise the shelling of the city by the Bosnian Serbs.

He could not confirm who had supplied the Bosniak’s army with their 
weapons.

“I heard rumours, but I cannot say anything since I do not have precise 
information, “said Van Lynden.

Mladic’s lawyer also argued that part of the witness’s testimony relating 
to the type of arms used by Bosnian Serb forces could not be taken into 
account, because Van Lynden was not a military expert.

“I am not a military expert, but as I have 23 years of experience of report-
ing from war zones, I can call myself war correspondent,” Van Lynden 
explained.
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Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and cus-
toms of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992, the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
territories under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo cit-
izens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on August 23.
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21 AUGUST 2012

Mladic’s Trial Resumes After 
Summer Recess

Sarajevo was under constant and heavy shelling, said 
Aernout Van Lynden, a former journalist, as the trial of the 

former Bosnian Serb army chief Ratko Mladic resumes.

MARIJA RISTIC

After a summer recess, the trial of the former commander of the Republi-
ka Srpska Army, Ratko Mladic, has resumed at the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, 
with the testimony of Aernout Van Lynden, a former Sky News corre-
spondent who reported from Sarajevo in 1992.

Van Lynden said that during this period Sarajevo was under the full con-
trol of the Bosnian Serb forces.

“There was no electricity, all the shops were closed. There was no food. 
Everything depended on the ‘good will’ of the Bosnian Serb forces,” Van 
Lynden said.

“The UN was providing food to the town through Sarajevo airport. But 
there were days when even that was not possible,” he explained.

During Tuesday’s court session the prosecutor showed Van Lynden’s in-
terviews with Mladic.

At the time, Mladic said that he was not afraid of the ICTY and that the UN 
should acknowledge the right of the Bosnian Serbs to defend themselves.

“We are going to defend ourselves until we die, because we have no other 
choice,” said Mladic in his interview with Van Lynden, which was filmed 
in 1992 on the hills overlooking Sarajevo.

In his cross-examination, Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic asked the witness 
whether Bosniaks used civilian infrastructure for military purposes during 
the 1992.

The witness confirmed that they had, saying that “it was expected, since 
the town was under siege.”

Lukic also questioned Van Lynden’s reports in which he stated that only 
the Bosnian Serb forces were shelling the area.
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“Yes, it is true that I had said that the Bosnian Serbs were shelling the 
town. I heard that the Bosniaks had targeted civilians also, but I could not 
confirm that.  I did not see that with my own eyes,” Van Lynden explained.

Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and cus-
toms of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992.

Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on August 22.
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17 AUGUST 2012

The ICTY To Film Mladic 
Constantly In Court

The Hague Tribunal decided to film former war commander 
Ratko Mladic while in the courtroom due to his repeatedly 

improper communication with the public gallery.

BY MARIJA RISTIC

Alphons Orie, the presiding judge in the case against the former com-
mander of the Republika Srpska Army, Ratko Mladic, ruled that in fu-
ture sessions, the accused would be filmed as he enters the courtroom and 
throughout the proceedings until the trial concludes.

“Following the start of the trial, the Chamber noticed and was also in-
formed of instances of improper communication by the Accused towards 
the public gallery,” Judge Orie’s order reads.

“In addition, the Chamber was informed of an instance of improper com-
munication by the Accused with a witness in the courtroom, after the 
Chamber adjourned and departed the courtroom.  Lastly, the Accused ex-
hibited other disruptive behavior in the courtroom,” he explained.

During the trial sessions, Mladic was seen occasionally interacting with 
the public gallery and victims in the gallery reacted to Mladic’s provoca-
tions.

During the opening statements by the prosecution in May, individuals 
present in the audience claimed that Mladic depicted a motion that sug-
gested he would slit their throats by sliding his index finger under his 
neck.

Judge Orie also noted the possibility that additional communications may 
have taken place in previous sessions, which may have escaped the Cham-
ber’s attention.

Mladic, who was arrested in May of last year, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and cus-
toms of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and in several other 
Bosnian municipalities in 1992.
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Mladic is also charged with the expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from 
municipalities under the control of the Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo 
citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking international 
soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume in August 21.
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15 AUGUST 2012

Mladic’s Relative Sentenced for 
Hiding Ex- War Commander

The Serbian Higher Court passed a sentence against a 
relative of the former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko 

Mladic, which is the first sentence passed by the Serbian 
courts for hiding an ICTY indictee.

BY MARIJA RISTIC

Branislav Mladic, a cousin of Ratko Mladic that hid the former Bosnian 
Serb commander at his home until Mladic’s arrest in May of last year, was 
given a suspended sentence on Tuesday. 

The Higher Court in Belgrade sentenced Branislav Mladic to four years in 
jail and suspended three years after he entered a plea agreement with the 
Serbia’s Prosecutor’s Office for War Crimes. 

He pleaded guilty to hiding Mladic in his house in the village of Lazarevo 
in Serbia for six years. 

Deputy war crime prosecutor Bruno Vekaric said that the prosecutor’s of-
fice is currently negotiating another plea agreement with a person who 
is suspected of hiding Ratko Mladic in the village of Mala Mostanica, near 
Belgrade, during 2006, but he refused to reveal the person’s identity.

The Prosecutor’s office is also conducting an investigation on six people 
suspected of helping Mladic, and another ICTY indictee, Stojan Zupljanin, 
hide while pre-trial proceedings were underway against seven more in-
dividuals.

Additionally, ten more people are currently on trial for the second time in 
front of Serbia’s General Court for hiding Mladic.  The verdict from 2010 
that acquitted them was quashed and the case was sent to retrial.

Discovering the network of people who helped Mladic hide is still an on-
going issue between Serbia and the ICTY.

At the beginning of June, the ICTY’s Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz’s 
presented his biannual report to the UN Security Council and expressed 
concern regarding Serbia’s delay in identifying all those who helped hide 
Karadzic and Mladic for so long.

Mladic is currently on trial before the ICTY for committing war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, including the Srebrenica genocide, during the 
war in Bosnia.
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03 AUGUST 2012

Mladic’s Relative Admits Hiding 
ICTY Indictee

Serbian Prosecutor’s Office has announced that a relative 
of the war crimes defendant Ratko Mladic has entered into 

a plea agreement with the office.

TANJUG

Branislav Mladic, a relative of Ratko Mladic, has pleaded guilty to a charge 
of hiding the former Bosnian Serb army chief while he was on the run from 
the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, in exchange for a suspended prison sentence, 
the Deputy War Crimes Prosecutor, Bruno Vekaric, said on Thursday.

According to Vekaric, Branislav Mladic pleaded guilty to a crime which 
carries at least one year prison sentence or a three-year suspended sen-
tence.

The court should decide on the plea agreement on August 8.

Vekaric added that the prosecutor’s office is negotiating another plea 
agreement with a person who is suspected of involvement in hiding Ratko 
Mladic in the village of Mala Mostanica, near Belgrade,  during 2006, but 
he refused to reveal the person’s identity.

Vekaric said that the prosecutor’s office is conducting an investigation 
against six persons suspected of helping Mladic and another ICTY indict-
ee, Stojan Zupljanin, to hide, while pre-trial proceedings were underway 
against seven more persons.

Former Republika Srpska army commander Ratko Mladic was arrested in 
the house owned by his relative Branislav Mladic, in the village of Laza-
revo near Zrenjanin in northeastern Serbia, on May 26, 2011, after several 
years on the run.

Five days after the arrest, Ratko Mladic was handed over to the ICTY, 
where he stands trial for war crimes committed in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na in the 1990s.
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20 JULY 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Mass Execution 
Survivor Testified

The fifth witness of the prosecution in the trial of former 
Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic recalled how he 
survived mass execution on a military farm Branjevo in 

1995.

MARIJA RISTIC

Before its summer recess, the trial of Ratko Mladic, former general of the 
Repubika Srpska Army, continued on Thursday and Friday with the tes-
timonies of the protected witness and the former member of the Dutch 
Battalion Eelco Koster.

Testifying on Thursday, the protected witness, under the pseudonym of 
RM-255, said that on July 13, 1995, Bosnian Serb soldiers separated him 
from his family in Potocari and took him to a school building in Bratunac 
where he was detained for two days.

On July 16, the Bosnian Serb soldiers drove imprisoned Bosniaks by bus to 
a nearby Branjevo military farm.  According to the witness, the detainees 
were ordered to line up, after which they were shot with automatic guns. 
RM ñ 255 was not shot, but he fell down between dead bodies and stayed 
there until the shooting was over.

The witness recalled that later he managed to untie his hands and ran 
away, along with four other survivors. After they wandered for a few 
days, he surrendered to the military police of the Serb Army, which trans-
ferred him to Batkovic detention camp, near Bijeljina. He was released five 
months later.

According to the ICTY indictment, Bosnian Serbian forces commanded by 
Mladic, killed more than 1,000 Bosniaks on Branjevo farm on July 16, 1995.

A former member of the Dutch Battalion of the UN Protection Forces, Eelco 
Koster, testified on Friday about his attempts to prevent the separation 
of men from women and children in the Potocari refugee camp, near the 
town of Srebrenica in July 1995.

Koster said that he spoke with Mladic on July 12 and tried to convince 
him to allow UNPROFOR to handle the evacuation of Bosniak refugees, but 



- 511 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

that Mladic refused, telling the witness “if you confront me, you will be 
in trouble”.

“I managed to save one 16 year old boy who was taken from his moth-
er. His mother was crying. I yelled at the Bosnian Serbs solders and they 
brought him back with the refugees,” added Koster.

On July 15, 1995, the Bosnian Serb army separated Bosniak refugees sta-
tioned in Potocari into a group for men and one for women and children.  
Following the separation, more than 7000 people were executed in the 
areas around Srebrenica by the Bosnian Serb forces.

Koster also recalled that he saw nine dead bodies on July 13 in Potocari.

“I saw nine corpses, lying in the line.  I saw that they had wounds on their 
backs from automatic guns,” he explained.

However, the witness could not determine whether the killed men were 
Bosniaks or Bosnian Serbs.

During the cross examination, Koster confirmed that he was informed 
that “before the fall of Srebrenica” the Bosniaks fighters were taking over 
the checkpoints of the UN, where they fired on Bosnian Serb forces.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will resume on August 21.
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19 JULY 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Srebrenica 
Shelled Regularly

During the summer of 1995 Srebrenica was constantly 
shelled by Bosnian Serb forces, claims a former UN military 

observer at the trial of former Bosnian Serb army chief 
Ratko Mladic.

MARIJA RISTIC

Joseph Kingori, a former United Nations observer in Srebrenica in 1995, 
testified on Wednesday that the shelling of the town of Srebrenica was so 
common that little attention was paid to it.

He added that the shells came from the Bosnian Serb army and that UN 
staff could determine the exact coordinates of an attack.

“There was a certain pattern of shelling that the Bosnian Serbs used. First 
they shelled the area, and then waited until the people of Srebrenica went 
out to pick up the bodies of those wounded and killed. Then the shelling 
would start again, targeting individuals on the streets,” explained Kingori.

The witness also said that while he was in Srebrenica, he believed that 
the civilians in the town were constantly hungry, since they did not have 
means to produce food.

“They were dependent on supplies from the UNHCR and on small things 
smuggled from the nearby village of Zepa,” he added.

At Wednesday’s hearing, the prosecution played videos shot on July 12, 
1995, near the refugee camp in Srebrenica, showing Kingori and Mladic 
discussing the evacuation of civilians.

Kingori testified that the Bosnian Serb army separated Bosniaks from Sre-
benica twice ñ first they separated men from women and children, and a 
second time the boys aged 12 to 16 from the women.

On Thursday Kingori was cross-examined by Mladic’s defence lawyer 
Miodrag Stojanovic.

Questioning Kingori’s claim that the UN was not aware that the Srebrenica 
massacre could take place he reminded the witness that the UN military 
observers were informed by the Bosnian Serb authorities that the Bosniaks 
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need to be evacuated from the town of Srebrenica since “the Serbs did not 
want them”.

The lawyer presented the Trial Chamber with a report from the meeting 
between Kingori and Bosnian Serb military leaders which states that that 
the witness was told that “if Muslims do not live the town, the enclave 
would be cleansed of them.”

The eastern Bosnian town of Srebrenica was designated as a demilitarised 
UN “safe area” in 1993. Despite its protected status, Bosnian Serb forces 
began shelling the town in the summer of 1995, officially capturing it on 
July 11.

In the days that followed, over 7,000 Bosniak men were killed at various 
sites around Srebrenica.

During his time in Bosnia, Kingori kept a diary, but he personally burned 
the notes due to concern for his safety.

Kingori previously testified at the trial of Radovan Karadzic, former Pres-
ident of Republika Srpska.

After the Kingori’s testimony, the trial was closed to the public because 
a protected witness who survived the massacre at the Branjevo Military 
Farm is due to testify.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will resume on July 20.
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18 JULY 2012

Nurse Claims Srebrenica Was 
Like a Prison

Testifying at the war crimes trial of the former Bosnian 
Serb commander Ratko Mladic, a former nurse described 

the town of Srebrenica in 1995 as an open-air prison.

MARIJA RISTIC

Christine Schmitz, a nurse for Doctors Without Borders in Srebrenica 
in 1995, testified on Tuesday as the third witness for the prosecution at 
Mladic’s trial.

“I had a feeling that there was no freedom of movement, since, for ex-
ample, if someone wanted to go to the town of Sarajevo, they could not. 
My colleagues who were working in the nearby village of Zepa, secretly 
transferred things to us [in Srebrenica],” said Schmitz.

Schimtz recalled that in July 1995, a number of civilians fled to the village 
of Potocari because they feared the Bosnian Serb army which was about to 
occupy the town of Srebrenica.

She said that Robert Franken, a Deputy of the UN Dutch Battalion, in-
formed her that Mladic requested permission from the United Nations to 
organize an evacuation of Srebrenica.

The witness then argued with General Mladic, claiming that the evac-
uation was the job of Doctors Without Borders, DWB,  however, Mladic 
objected and told her to “go work on something else.”

Schmitz previously testified at the trial of Radovan Karadzic, former Pres-
ident of the Republika Srpska.

She then said she witnessed the shelling of Srebrenica, the exodus of the 
people to the UN base in Potocari, the separation of the men from the rest 
of the population, and the deportation of women and children to the ter-
ritory controlled by the Bosnian army.

Schmitz explained that she then saw the Serb soldiers taking captured 
men to the Srebrenica execution sites.

The witness left the enclave on July 21, 1995, together with other DBW 
staff.
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During the first break in the main hearing, Mladic complained to his law-
yer about his health, requesting the trial be postponed. However, presid-
ing Judge Alhpons Orie opposed the suggestion, claiming that he has not 
received any medical record showing that Mladic’s health is in danger.

The trial was interrupted on Thursday due to Mladic’s health, but it con-
tinued on Monday after the doctors agreed that he was fit to stand the 
trial.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will resume on July 18.
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17 JULY 2012

UN Official: Iran Sent Weapons 
to Bosnia

At the war crimes trial of Ratko Mladic, a former UN offical 
claimed that during the Bosnian war all three sides were 

breaking the arms embargo.

MARIJA RISTIC

The trial of the former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic continued 
on Monday with the cross-examination of the former UN Protection Forc-
es official David Harland.

The cross-examination was scheduled for last Friday, however, the hear-
ing was postponed due to Mladic’s medical condition.

Harland claimed that negotiations between Bosniaks [Muslim] and Bos-
nian Serbs were constantly interrupted since the agreement on the demil-
itarization of Bosnia from 1993 was regularly breached.

Despite the ongoing embargo in arm imports in Bosnia, all sides received 
weapons from various illegal channels, noted Harland.

When asked by the defence lawyer Branko Lukic how Bosniaks received 
arms, Harland delineated three ways.

“Iran supplied weapons to Bosniak fighters through Croatia and with 
the acknowledgement of the USA. The second way was through the air. A 
number of weapons coming from the West and Turkey were dropped near 
Tuzla airport. The third way was through local smuggling channels,” said 
Harland.

Recalling the events after the fall of Srebrenica in 1995, the witness said 
that the civilians in surrounding villages feared that the same things 
would happen to them.

“Serbs would never let a significant number of UNPROFOR troops be pres-
ent in the enclave. In the village of Zepa [ southwest of Srebrenica] there 
was a small number of Ukrainian troops who told us that the Bosniaks 
feared mass killings would take place,” said Harland.

He said that Bosniaks and Serbs reached an agreement on the peaceful 
withdrawal of Bosnian forces from the village of Zepa, which was later 
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breached by Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic who refused to surrender 
the fighters.

Harland said that Ratko Mladic and Zdravko Tolimir, a former commander 
and Mladic’s assistant, told him that as retaliation, the Serbs killed local 
Bosniak leader Avdo Palic.

By the end of July almost all the Bosniaks were expelled from the village.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will resume on July 17.
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13 JULY 2012

Mladic’s Trial Postponed Due to 
His Health

The trial of former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic 
has been postponed until Monday due to his medical 
condition, the Hague Tribunal announced on Friday.

Mladic. Photo: Flickr ICTY. 

MARIJA RISTIC

Mladic has been released from hospital and returned to the Detention 
Unit, the Hague Tribunal announced on Friday afternoon.

“Examinations confirmed that no treatment is required. The previous de-
termination that Mladic is fit to stand trial therefore remains unchanged,” 
said the Hague Tribunal spokesperson Nerma Jelacic.

Mladic was taken to hospital on Thursday, after he felt ill during a court 
session.

Mladic’s medical report has been sent to the judges yesterday, but because 
of its confidentiality it was not read out during the Friday’s short hearing.

Speaking on Friday morning, the defence lawyer Branko Lukic told the 
media that the health of his client is still endangered, but that Mladic feels 
better than yesterday when he was taken sick during the hearing.
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“It is obvious that these long trial sessions left mark on his health. There-
fore, we will try to get shorter sessions and fewer days of hearings during 
the week,” said Lukic.

He added that doctors say that Mladic’s medical problems are related to 
high blood pressure or high level of sugar in his blood.

“Since he previously suffered three strokes and yesterday in the court-
room he couldn’t move his right leg and arm, we suspected that he had 
one more. However, after the medical examinations it is determined that 
there are no changes to his brain,” he added.

Mladic’s health has been an issue at The Hague since proceedings began. 
Both victims’ associations and Mladic’s former comrades fear that he will 
not make it until the end of trial.

The victims are worried that Mladic might not live long enough to hear his 
verdict, while his comrades fear that if he dies unexpectedly he will not be 
able to prove his innocence.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will resume on July 16, when the cross-examination of David 
Harland, former UN official, will continue, while the testimony of Richard 
Dannat, the former commander of the UK Armed forces might be post-
poned for July 23.
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12 JULY 2012

Ratko Mladic Taken To Hospital
The trial of the former commander of the Bosnian Serb 

army, Ratko Mladic, has been interrupted after he 
complained of feeling sick and was taken to a hospital.

MARIJA RISTIC

According to the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, spokesperson Nerma Jelacic, 
Mladic was taken to hospital as a precaution.

The presiding judge Alphons Orie decided to suspend the main hearing af-
ter Mladic’s defence claimed that their client was feeling unwell and that 
he could not continue to participate in the hearing.

Mladic’s health has been an issue at The Hague since proceedings began.

On Wednesday, Mladic’s defence team had continued their cross exami-
nation of David Harland, a former official with the UN Protection Forces 
of Bosnia.

Harland confirmed the defence’s claims that there had been a dispute 
between the political leadership of Bosnian Serbs, headed by Radovan 
Karadzic, the former president of Republika Srpska, and the Bosnian Serb 
army, led by Mladic.

“When they were in the field, military officers would defer to their com-
mander Mladic. However, there was a mild dispute between Mladic and 
Karadzic who was in Pale [the wartime capital of the Bosnian Serbs],” said 
Harland.

Recalling the Sarajevo siege, Harland said that the Bosniaks had also taken 
part in disrupting the gas and electricity supply, believing that this would 
force the international community to act sooner against the Bosnian Serbs.

“Some Bosniaks believed that with this they would trigger a Western mil-
itary intervention. Izetbegovic [ the leader of the Bosniaks] told me in 
person that civilians should not be allowed to leave  Sarajevo,” explains 
Harland.

He also said that UNPROFOR suggested the evacuation of civilians from 
the town of Srebrenica in 1993, but that the Bosniak government strongly 
opposed the suggestion.
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The position of the Bosnian Serbs, according to Harland, was weakened 
by  three factors ñ first, the sanctions imposed by Serbia on the  Bosnian  
Serbs, which were introduced after the West put pressure on  Serbia, sec-
ond, the Bosniak army got stronger after aid from the West and Muslim 
countries started to arrive, and third, because of the NATO military inter-
vention against the  Bosnian Serbs.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will resume on July 13.
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10 JULY 2012

UN Official: Mladic was 
Confident but Frustrated

Ratko Mladic had full control of the Bosnian Serb forces, 
claimed a former UN official in the second day of Mladic’s 

trial.

MARIJA RISTIC

The trial of the Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic continued on 
Tuesday with the cross examination of the first witness, Elvedin Pasic, 
who testified on Monday, and the testimony of the former UN official Da-
vid Harland.

Mladic’s defence lawyer Branko Lukic argued that Pasic’s testimony can-
not be taken into account because the witness did not see any of the killing 
himself, or see any bodies.

“The witness was not at the crime scene, and if the killing did take place 
then the local villagers are responsible and not the accused as it is listed in 
the indictment,” says Lukic.

During his testimony Pasic claimed that the Serb forces were responsible 
for the killing of at least 150 Bosniak men in the village of Grabovica in 
1992.

The defence also asked for the upcoming hearings to be postponed since 
the prosecution had again failed to follow the procedure for presenting 
and delivering written evidence.

The Trial Chamber said that it would decide later this week on the de-
fence’s latest motion to suspend the trial, and would continue with the 
proceedings in the meantime.

David Harland, a former political advisor to the UN Protection Forces in 
Bosnia, who participated in the negotiations with the Serb authorities over 
freedom of movement during the siege of Sarajevo, said that the flow of 
water, food and electricity in the city was controlled by the Serb forces, 
which were under the complete control of Ratko Mladic.

Harland met Mladic at least 20 times during the war, and described the 
accused as a confident man who frequently resorted to threats in his com-
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munications with UN officials. He saw him as a frustrated commander who 
blamed the political leaders of the Bosnian Serbs for military setbacks.

He explained that during the siege a large number of shells were fired on 
Sarajevo each day.

“On average, we counted about a thousand heavy weapon impacts each 
day. On a normal day, most of the shells, or the better half of them, were 
just designed to terrorise people, they were not aimed at anything specif-
ic,” adds Harland.

Mladic’s trial was due to resume on 25 June after it was halted in May.  
The examination of the first witnesses was delayed twice, due to problems 
over the disclosure of evidence to the defence.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, has pleaded not guilty to 
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws 
and customs of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The trial will continue on July 11.
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09 JULY 2012

Ratko Mladic’s Trial Resumes
The first witness in the war crimes trial of former Bosnian 
Serb army leader Ratko Mladic recalls how his village was 

attacked by Bosnian Serb forces.

MARIJA RISTIC

Elvedin Pasic, who was 14 years old at the time, began by describing the 
attack on his home village of Hrvacani in May 1992 where five elderly 
people were killed, then went onto describe the torture that took place in 
an improvised prison in the school at Grabovica, a village near Kotor Varos 
in northern Bosnia.

After the initial attack on his village, Pasic and his family went into hiding 
in nearby villages. After the next wave of attacks by Serbian forces in No-
vember 1992, they tried to reach the safety of the town of Travnik .

He testified that on their way there, they were attacked and captured by 
soldiers, who imprisoned them in the school in the predominantly Serb 
village of Grabovica.

Pasic remembered entering Grabovica through a gauntlet of Serb villagers, 
who spat and threw rocks and shouted at the captured Bosniaks “to go 
back to Turkey where you belong”.

According to Pasic, the soldiers separated out the men, including his fa-
ther, from the women and children. The men were placed on the second 
floor of the school, and the rest on the first.

“The following day, two buses were waiting us for to drive to Travnik, 
just us from the first floorÖI never saw my father again. I only saw a hand 
waiving at us from the second floor, I didn’t know whose it was, but I can 
never forget that scene,” said Pasic.

Pasic has previously testified in two trials in front of the ICTY.

An additional six witnesses are also expected to testify this week, includ-
ing David Harland, a former officer of the UNPROFOR, Richard Dannat, the 
former commander of the UK Armed forces, Christina Schmitz, a former 
nurse in Potocari, Srebrenica and Eelco Coster,a  former member of the 
Dutch Battalion.
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One of the survivors of the executions at Branjevo Military Farm will also 
testify as a protected witness.

Mladic’s trial was due to resume on 25 June after it was halted in May.  The 
examination of the first witnesses has been delayed twice, due to problems 
over the disclosure of evidence to the defence.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, pleaded not guilty to charges of 
genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and customs 
of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and several other Bos-
nian municipalities in 1992. He is also charged with the expulsion of Bos-
niaks and Croats from municipalities under the control of Bosnian Serbs, 
terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and 
taking international soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The trial will resume on July 10.
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25 JUNE 2012

Mladic’s Trial Resumes on July 
9

The Hague Tribunal, ICTY, announced that the first 
prosecution witness will testify on July 9 in the genocide 

trial of former Bosnian Serb army commander Ratko 
Mladic.

DENIS DZIDIC

Even though the defence asked for a six month break in order to prepare 
for the first witnesses, the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, has decided that the trial 
will resume in July.

“The written reasons for the Chamber’s decision will be filed in due course. 
The hearings will take place from 9 July until 20 July, at which time the 
Tribunal will observe a three week summer recess. The Chamber has asked 
the Prosecution to file a new witness list by 26 June for 9 July until 20 July 
time period and to only include witnesses least impacted by any disclosure 
failures,” the ICTY stated.

Mladic’s trial was due to resume on 25 June after it was halted in May.  
Witness testimony has twice been delayed in the long-awaited trial due to 
problems with disclosure of evidence to the defence.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, pleaded not guilty to charges of 
genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and customs 
of war during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

He is charged with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and several other Bos-
nian municiaplities in 1992. He is also charged with expulsion of Bosniaks 
and Croats from municipalities under the control of Bosnian Serbs, terror-
izing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and taking 
international soldiers as hostages in 1995.
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22 JUNE 2012

Serbia Exposes Accomplices of 
ICTY Defendants

The Serbian Prosecution Office announced on Friday that 
it has started criminal proceedings against 13 people 

suspected of helping Ratko Mladic and Stojan Zupljanin.

MARIJA RISTIC

Six people are suspected of helping Ratko Mladic, former Bosnian Serb 
army commander, who managed to evade capture for 16 years before be-
ing handed over to the Hague Tribunal, ICTY, in 2011.

One of those being investigated is known to be a retired high-ranking 
officer in the Serbian Army.

Stojan Zupljanin, the ex Chief of the Regional Police station in Banja Luka 
and current ICTY defendent, is said to have had the best organised net-
work of helpers, as well as the long standing support of a number of high 
ranking politicians. Seven people are currently being prosecuted for help-
ing him hide.

The Chief Prosecutor for War Crimes Vladimir Vukcevic refused to reveal 
names of those involved in hiding the ICTY defendants since they are pro-
tected by the presumption of innocence.

Mladic enjoyed the support of the Serbian Army until 2002, when Serbia 
adopted the Law on Cooperation with the ICTY.  According to Vukcevic, af-
ter 2002, Mladic created a network of people, mainly from the Army of Re-
publika Srpska, which allowed him to hide at eleven locations in Belgrade.

The majority of Mladic’s accomplices were arrested in 2006 and are cur-
rently being tried by a Belgrade court.

At one point during the investigation, Mladic was within the reach of the 
authorities but they failed to arrest him, a failure which the Chief Prose-
cutor described as both unprofessional and amateurish. He added that this 
incident would be investigated further.

According to the prosecutor, the network of people who helped Radovan 
Karadzic, former Bosnian Serb president and ICTY defendant, cannot be 
prosecuted since they are all members of his close family.
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Goran Hadzic, former president of the self-proclaimed Serbian autono-
mous regions in Croatia, was told about his indictment by someone close 
to the ICTY prosecution team, and left the house just before his arrest.

“The news that he had been indicted came from the Hague Tribunal  when 
one very well-known person close to former prosecutor Carla Del Ponte 
informed a lawyer from Belgrade. The lawyer than called Hadzic and of-
fered him his services,” said Vukcevic.

The prosecution also has information that Hadzic was hiding in monas-
teries across Serbia, though none of the clergy knew who he was.

The prosecutor claims that Rade Bulatovic, the former director of Belgrade 
Security Information Agency, knew of eleven addresses where Mladic was 
hiding in Serbia.  He arrested his helpers, but failed to arrest Mladic him-
self.

Vukcevic said there is not enough evidence against Bulatovic to file charg-
es, but that he would be interrogated.

Vukcevic stressed that the Serbian prosecution is carrying out the investi-
gation, not because of pressure from the ICTY or the EU, but because every 
citizen that breaks the law must be punished.

The ICTY Chief Prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, in his biannual report to 
the UN Security Council presented at the beginning of June, expressed his 
concern at Serbia’s delay in identifying all those who had helped Karadzic 
and Mladic stay on the run for so long.
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19 JUNE 2012

Mladic’s Trial Postponed Again
The genocide and war crimes trial of former Bosnian Serb 
army commander Ratko Mladic, has been postponed until 

further notice.

JUSTICE REPORT

The beginning of the evidence hearing by the prosecution at the Hague 
Tribunal, ICTY, was scheduled for June 25.

“The Trial Chamber delayed until further notice the beginning of the evi-
dence hearing by the Prosecution at the trial of Ratko Mladic. The decision 
was made after motions were filed by the Defence and the Prosecution 
related to disclosure of evidence material,” it was announced on Tuesday 
by the ICTY.

The explanation for the delay will be announced at a later date.

Mladic’s defence requested on May 31, and then six days later, that the 
examination of the first witnesses be delayed due to problems in receiving 
evidence from the prosecution.

The prosecution subsequently said that it did not object to this request, 
because it realised that the defence has not received 4,498 documents.

The prosecutors promised they would submit the remaining evidence as 
soon as possible during the week.

The trial of Mladic, former chief of staff of the Army of Republika Srpska 
for genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of rules and customs 
of war began on May 16.
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15 JUNE 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Prosecution 
Admits Mistakes

The Hague Tribunal’s prosecution says that it does not 
object to a request by Ratko Mladic’s defence for his trial to 

be postponed.

JUSTICE REPORT

The genocide and war crimes trial of former Bosnian Serb army command-
er Ratko Mladic, which was adjourned on May 17, a day after it opened, 
was due to resume on June 25.  However that is now uncertain.

“The prosecution admits that its earlier assessment of problems related 
to disclosure of documents was wrong. The latest inspection has revealed 
that the defence does not have access to 4,498 documents. The prosecu-
tion is currently collecting this evidence and expects to be able to submit 
as soon as possible during next week,” Hague prosecutors said on Friday.

Mladic’s defence has filed two motions, on May 31 and six days later, re-
questing that the examination of first witnesses be postponed because it 
has still not received all the necessary evidence from the prosecution.

In its response on Friday, the prosecution agreed that there are grounds 
for the Trial Chamber to reconsider its decision on when the trial resumes, 
however it objected to allegations by the defence that there was an “inap-
propriate contact between the prosecution and the Trial Chamber in view 
of solving the disclosure problems”.

“The Defence’s allegation that the Prosecution constantly wrongly pre-
sents the situation related to the disclosure of evidence is not true. The 
prosecution has always worked with good intent and transparently,” the 
prosecution said.

The trial of Mladic for genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of 
laws and customs of war started on May 16.
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14 JUNE 2012

Serbian Army Knew About the 
Unit That Hid Mladic

All the top officers of the Serbian Army knew about the 
existence of the unit allegedly in charge of protecting Ratko 
Mladic, former Bosnian Serb commander, claims a witness.

MARIJA RISTIC

A Serbian Army officer, Marjan Mircevski, testified on Wednesday at the 
trial against Mladic’s accomplices, that one of the accused, Blagoje Gov-
edarica, former member of the Serbian Army, was regularly reporting to 
his superiors about the issues in the 30th Personnel Centre of the Yugoslav 
Army stationed at the Topcider military barracks.

“All the officers of the 1st Command Unit of the Serbian Army knew about 
the Centre, and not only the officers, but also many people working at the 
Topcider barracks knew about it as well,” Mircevski said.

The 30th Personnel Centre was a unit, consisting of former members of 
the Army of Republika Srpska, allegedly in charge of providing a security 
detail for Mladic. The Centre was disbanded on March 31, 2002, two years 
after Milosevic had been ousted from power.

Govedarica was tasked with providing food supplies for the Centre, which 
he was getting from the Serbian Army, and Mircevski was his liaison of-
ficer.

Mircevski said that Govedarica was doing everything according to the law, 
and that “if he had refused an order like that, he would have been court 
marshalled.”

According to Mircevski, the Serbian Army ceased to supply the food when 
the unit was shut down in 2002.

Previously, Govedarica testified that he was at the bottom of the command 
chain and that he received orders from Branislav Puhalo, the former chief 
of Ratko Mladic’s security team.

There were suspicions that Puhalo helped Mladic while he was on the run, 
but the investigation was stopped in 2006.
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At the earlier hearing held on April 19, Puhalo testified that all the state 
leaders knew that Mladic was in Belgrade.

Mladic was on the run for 16 years. He was arrested on May 26 in 2011, in 
the village of Lazarevo in Vojvodina. He is currently on trial at the Hague 
Tribunal, charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity, including the Srebrenica genocide, committed during the war in 
Bosnia.

This is the second trial of the ten people accused of hiding Mladic. The 
verdict from 2010 that acquitted them was quashed and the case sent for 
re-trial.

One of the accused, former Yugoslav Army officer Jovo Djogo, which was 
considered to be the ringleader, passed away during the first trial.

The current chief prosecutor at the Hague Tribunal, Serge Brammerz, in 
his recent bi-annual report to the UN Security Council said that the last 
issue between Serbia and the ICTY, discovering who helped Mladic, still 
remains unresolved.

The trial will continue on October 2.
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06 JUNE 2012

Mladic’s Defence Still 
Receiving New Evidence

The defence for Ratko Mladic, former commander of the 
Bosnian Serb army, amended its request for delay of the 
start of evidence hearing, saying it is still receiving new 

documents from the prosecution.

DENIS DZIDIC

Branko Lukic, Mladic’s lawyer, emphasised in his motion to the Trial 
Chamber of the Hague Tribunal, that on May 31 the defence received five 
documents which the prosecution plans to use when examining several 
first witnesses.

The defence said that it did not have the time to analyse those documents.

“Proceeding to hear evidence from these witnesses beginning 25 June 
2012, based on the foregoing circumstances, would be unreasonable, and 
would constitute undue prejudice to the Accused and would violate his 
right to a fair trial,” said Lukic in the motion.

He added that the defence received from the prosecution a total of 10,000 
new exhibits and documents in the last four weeks, and that the start of 
the evidence hearing under these conditions represented “miscarriage of 
justice of the highest magnitude.”

Mladic’s defence team asked the Hague Tribunal on May 31 to postpone 
the continuation of the trial by six months due to “continuous problems 
with disclosure of evidence”.

The trial of Mladic for genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of 
laws and customs of war started on May 16.

The case came to an abrupt halt on May 17 when it emerged that prosecu-
tors, due to technical error, had not disclosed full evidence to the defence.

The Trial Chamber accepted there was an impact on defence preparation 
but ruled that the effect was “sometimes very small or even non-exist-
ent”.

They said while a delay was justified, the case should resume on 25 June.

Mladic is charged with acts of genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and several 
other Bosnian municipalities in 1992, as well as the persecution of Bos-
niaks and Croats on the territories controlled by the Bosnian Serb army, 
shelling and sniping in Sarajevo and taking international soldiers hostag-
es.
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31 MAY 2012

Mladic’s Defence Again Asks 
for Delay

The defence team for Ratko Mladic, former commander 
of the Bosnian Serb army, again asked the Hague Tribunal 
to postpone the start of the evidence presentation by six 
months due to “continuous problems with disclosure of 

evidence”.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mladic’s defence had already asked for a six-months delay several times 
before the trial started on May 16, and this is the second time they have 
requested postponement since the start of the trial.

Branko Lukic, Mladic’s defence attorney, argues that his trial differed 
from all the other trials held before the Hague Tribunal, where the evi-
dence was submitted to defence teams “at least three months prior to the 
presentation of evidence”.

“The defence has still not received all the evidence and the prosecution 
gave incorrect reports about the disclosure of evidence. The Chamber set 
the date for the evidence presentation, based on the fact that the defence 
had received all of the pieces of evidence that the prosecution would use 
while examining witnesses.  However it did not take the evidence needed 
for cross-examination of witnesses into consideration,” said Lukic.

The presentation of evidence was originally due to start on May 29 but it 
was postponed until June 25 because the defence had not received all the 
evidence.

The Hague prosecutors blamed technical errors for the delay in passing the 
defence all the declared evidence but emphasised that “only a little over 
three per cent of all the disclosed evidence” was affected by the problems.

Mladic is charged with acts of genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and several 
other Bosnian municipalities in 1992, as well as the persecution of Bos-
niaks and Croats on the territories controlled by the Bosnian Serb army, 
VRS, shelling and sniping in Sarajevo and taking international soldiers 
hostages.
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On Thursday, May 31, the Hague Prosecution filed with the Trial Chamber 
a written motion, containing a revised list of 14 witnesses it wanted to 
invite during the first month of evidence presentation.

The prosecution said that they have revised the list and selected those 
witnesses for which the defence had received all the necessary material.

“These 14 witnesses will speak about the two massacres committed in 
1992, the initial shelling of Sarajevo in May 1992, a sniping incident and 
one of the mass murders in Srebrenica. During this part of the trial we 
shall present evidence related to the organizational structure of the VRS 
and the manner in which Mladic demonstrated his authority as its com-
mander,” the Hague prosecution’s motion says.

Out of the14 witnesses, five will be protected witnesses.  One of them is a 
former Bosnian Serb soldier who will speak about orders given to snipers 
during the siege of Sarajevo.

Two witnesses, Rajif Begic and Elvedin Pasic, will speak about the mass 
murders of Bosniaks in Kljuc and Sanski Most.

Joseph Kingori and Eelco Koster, both former Dutch UN peacekeepers sta-
tioned in Srebrenica, and Momir Nikolic, a former Bosnian Serb army of-
ficer, who was sentenced in 2006 to 20 years in prison for participating in 
the killings there, will speak about the crimes committed by the Bosnian 
Serb army in Srebrenica in July 1995.

The ex-UN peacekeepers, David Harland and John Jordan, and Aernout 
van Lynden, a former Sky News TV reporter, who reported from Sarajevo 
between 1992 and 1994, will speak about crimes committed in the Bosnian 
capital.



- 536 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

24 MAY 2012

Mladic’s Trial to Resume on 
June 25

The first prosecution witness at the trial of Ratko Mladic 
will be examined on June 25 announced the Trial Chamber 

of the Hague Tribunal, ICTY.

DENIS DZIDIC

The presiding judge, Alphons Orie, accepted the request by Mladic’s de-
fence to postpone the start of the evidentiary hearing ñ which was origi-
nally scheduled for May 29 - because of the prosecution’s disclosure fail-
ures.

However the Trial Chamber rejected a motion which asked for a six month 
postponement.

“The defence preparations to date have not been in vain but may need to 
be supplemented by additional searches and further reviews. All of this 
requires additional time. On the other hand, the effect of the disclosure 
failures is very small or even non-existent,” reads the decision by the 
Trial Chamber.

The Trial Chamber also instructed the prosecution to file a new witness 
order list by May 30 of this year.

Mladic’s defence complained on May 14, two days before the start of the 
trial, that they had not seen all the evidence, due to an error by the Hague 
prosecution.

Branko Lukic, Mladic’s lawyer, then asked for a six month delay before the 
start of the evidence hearing, but the prosecution claimed that a “limited 
delay was sufficient”.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
genocide, crimes against humanity and violating the laws and customs of 
war in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and 
several other Bosnian municipalities in 1992. He is also charged with ex-
pelling Bosniaks and Croats from the Serb controlled territories, terror-
izing Sarajevo citizens through a campaign of shelling and sniping and 
taking international soldiers as hostages in 1995.

He was arrested in May last year and his trial started with opening state-
ment by the prosecution on May 16 and 17 this year.
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21 MAY 2012

Mladic’s Trial: “Limited” Delay 
Sufficient

The Hague Prosecution asked the Trial Chamber not to 
allow Ratko Mladic’s defence a six-month delay due to 

problems with the disclosure of evidence, believing that a 
“limited delay” is sufficient.

DENIS DZIDIC

In their motion, the prosecutors emphasised that they had disclosed 19 
‘packages’ of evidence to the defence since the trial began, and that prob-
lems had emerged in “only two packages”.

The prosecutors pointed out that these ‘technical errors’, which prevented 
the defence from receiving all the declared evidence, affected “only a little 
over three per cent of all the disclosed evidence.”

“The prosecution does not oppose the defence being afforded a reasonable 
adjournment to ensure the fairness of the proceedings, but submits that 
a careful examination of the errors and the problems resulting from them 
reveals that such an adjournment should be of a limited duration,” states 
the motion.

The defence complained on May 14, two days before the start of the trial, 
that they had not had seen all the evidence, due to an error by the Hague 
prosecution. Branko Lukic, Mladic’s lawyer, then asked for a six month 
delay before the start of the evidence hearing.

On the second day of the trial, May 17, following the completion of the 
Hague prosecution’s opening statements, the presiding judge, Alphons 
Orie, announced that the start of the presentation of evidence, originally 
scheduled for May 29, would be suspended until further notice.

Mladic, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
genocide, crimes against humanity and violating the laws and customs of 
war in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and 
several other Bosnian municipalities in 1992. He is also charged with ex-
pelling Bosniaks and Croats from the Serb controlled territories, terror-
izing Sarajevo citizens through a campaign of shelling and sniping and 
taking international soldiers as hostages in 1995.
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21 MAY 2012

Croatia Sentenced Mladic in 
1992 for War Crimes

The Hague Tribunal, ICTY, did not include war crimes in 
Croatia into the indictment against Ratko Mladic, although 

the Croatian judiciary sentenced him in absentia to 20 
years imprisonment in 1992.

BORIS PAVELIC

According to the information from the Croatian Prosecutor’s Office, in July 
1992, the County Court in the coastal town of Sibenik sentenced Mladic to 
twenty years imprisonment for the attack on the village of Kijevo, in the 
Dalmatian hinterland, on August 26, 1991.

At the time, Mladic was the commander of the 9th Yugoslav People’s 
Army, JNA, Corps, and as such he ordered an artillery attack on Kijevo. 
About 1,600 grenades, including 16 cluster bombs, fell on the village which 
was totally destroyed.

Mladic was also sentenced for ordering attacks on the villages around the 
towns of Sinj and Vrlika in the Dalmatian hinterland in the period between 
September 16 until 23, 1991.

In those attacks “many civilians” were killed and civilian and industrial 
objects, including monuments of culture, were destroyed, states the ver-
dict.

In December 1995, Croatian prosecutors filed an indictment against Mlad-
ic for an attempt to destroy a hydro plant in the village of Peruca near Sinj.

Mladic, according to the indictment, ordered 30 tons of explosives to be 
put into the foundations of the Peruca dam. On January 28, 1993, the plant 
and the dam were partially destroyed, posing a threat to 50,000 people 
living downstream, which was prevented by workers of the Croatian elec-
tric enterprise HEP.

By the time Mladic was appointed as the commander of the 9th JNA Corps 
in the Croatian town of Knin on June 3, 1991, the territory was already 
cut off from the rest of Croatia, because Croatian Serbs, who proclaimed 
the Serb Autonomous Territory of Krajina in 1990, barricaded  the roads 
around Knin on  August 17, 1990.
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Under Mladic’s command, JNA’s units, which in the beginning of the con-
flict in Croatia mostly separated warring Croatian and Serb sides, soon 
aligned itself with the Serb forces.

The ICTY verdict against Milan Martic, former president of the self-pro-
claimed Serb Autonomous Territory of Krajina, claims that JNA attack on 
the village of Kijevo on August 26 1991, which was commanded by Mladic, 
marks the moment when the JNA openly stood on the side of the Serb 
forces in the conflict in the former Yugoslavia.

Croatia also launched several investigations against Mladic.

In January 1996, the prosecution started an investigation against Mladic 
for ordering the shelling of the town of Pozega in eastern Croatia on Sep-
tember 26, 1995, which allegedly wounded “many persons” and caused 
material damage.

The prosecutors claimed that Mladic, who was then the commander of the 
Bosnian Serb army, ordered the shelling of Pozega from the territory of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Croatian prosecutors from the coastal town of Zadar launched an investi-
gation against Mladic in February 2005, for commanding the JNA artillery 
attacks on Zadar and villages in the hinterland from September 1991 until 
the end of December 1992.

Many civilians were killed and wounded during the shelling, and the city’s 
water and electricity supplies were blocked for months.

It is alleged that Mladic, as a JNA commander, is responsible for the death 
of 88 people in the village of Skabrnja, near Zadar, on November 18, 1991 
and the death of 30 people in the village of Saborsko in central Croatia, 
also in November 1991.  However, he was never indicted for those deaths, 
neither by Croatia, nor by the ICTY.

The Croatian prosecutor’s office said it informed the ICTY about the ver-
dict and the investigations against Mladic in 2003,.

After Mladic was arrested in July 2011, then Croatian PM Jadranka Kosor 
announced Croatia would  “insist” that the ICTY includes crimes in Croa-
tia into Mladic’s indictment.

But the ICTY did not include Croatia’s findings in its indictment causing 
public outcry in the country.
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Prosecution: Mladic 
Responsible for Genocide

On the second day of its opening arguments, the Hague 
prosecution said it would prove that Ratko Mladic was 

on “the ground and personally involved” in the Srebrenica 
genocide in July 1995.

SELMA UCANBARLIC

Ratko MladicFollowing the completion of the Hague prosecution’s open-
ing statements, the presiding judge, Alphons Orie, announced that the 
start of the presentation of evidence, originally scheduled for May 29, has 
been suspended until further notice.

“In light of serious omissions by the prosecution in regard to disclosure 
of evidence, we have decided to suspend the beginning of the evidence 
presentation process,” said Orie.

The prosecution was supposed to turn over all the evidence to the defence 
two weeks before the start of the trial but they realised a few days ago that 
not all the evidence had been entered into the system.

On the second day of the trial of the former Bosnian Serb army command-
er, Prosecutor Peter McCloskey said that the prosecution would focus on 
linking Mladic with the crimes committed in and around Srebrenica.

“This was and will remain genocide... the evidence of this crime is over-
whelming,” he added, specifying that during trial soldiers who took part 
in  executions would be examined, as well as the survivors.

Mladic stands accused of orchestrating the slaughter of more than 7,000 
Bosniak men and boys after the UN safe haven of Srebrenica was overrun 
by Bosnian Serb forces in July 1995.  He entered the plea of not guilty to all 
11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including the Sre-
brenica genocide, committed during the 1992-95 Bosnian war.

The prosecution said that during the evidence hearing it would focus on 
the documents exchanged between Mladic and his staff, because “only 
an army that is strictly controlled from the top could have carried out the 
murders of around 7,000 men”.
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McCloskey said that in July 1995 the Army of Republika Srpska started the 
Operation Krivaja-95 which, among other things, was aimed at attacking 
the civilian population and the United Nations forces.

After the population from farther parts of the Srebrenica enclave had 
moved to the town’s centre, on July 11, 1995 Mladic and the Bosnian Serb 
forces entered Srebrenica.  At the time, at the UN base located in the Sre-
brenica neigbourhood of Potocari, there were women, children, elderly, 
but also a lot of men of combat age.

“Troops from the Army of Republika Srpska seized Potocari. Some buses 
came to pick up women and children and drive them to the territory con-
trolled by the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The men were separated. 
Their documents were taken from them,” said McCloskey, adding that 
Bosniaks had no choice, because Mladic decided to expel them.

The decision to kill the men was taken on July 13, 1995, said the prosecu-
tion, and members of the Army of Republika Srpska and the Ministry of 
the Interior of Republika Srpska executed the imprisoned Srebrenica men 
in several locations.

“When you see the data on mass graves you may think that these were 
victims killed in combat. However, we have many survivors who give a 
testimony of the murders.  Many victims found in mass graves had their 
hands tied and their eyes blindfolded. These people were not killed in 
combat,” said McCloskey.

The prosecution emphasised it would show concrete examples of Mladic 
issuing orders to the people who committed criminal acts.

“Mladic filed a motion to defend himself with alibi for the events in Sre-
brenica. The defence claims that between July 14 and 17, 1995, he was in 
Belgrade with international negotiators and at a wedding, and that he was 
in no position to commit or instigate the criminal acts that happened,” 
said Dermont Groome, the second senior prosecutor at Mladic’s trial, 
alongside Peter McCloskey.

Groome said that the prosecution accepts that Mladic met with the inter-
national representatives, attended a wedding and was in a military hos-
pital at various times, but cannot accept that he did not know what was 
happening in Srebrenica and that he was unable to take part in crimes.

“The fact that Mladic went to Belgrade does not mean that he did not have 
an intention to kill the prisoners and that he did not order the killings. 
The day he was at a wedding, men were being shot at the military farm in 
Branjevo”, said Groome.
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Groome added that Mladic “started that wide scale operation which would 
lead to the death of 7,000 men and boys and the expulsion of 30,000 wom-
en and elderly people”.

The Hague prosecution said that Mladic ensured there was plenty of fuel 
ñ approximately five tons ñ in order to transfer human remains from pri-
mary to secondary mass graves and hide them.

According to the prosecution, the biggest mass execution sites were the 
village of Orahovac, the school in Petkovci, and Kravica warehouse, where 
3,000 men and boys were killed, and the village of Pilica near Zvornik, 
where 1,500 people were shot. Hundreds more lost their lives in the school 
in Rocevici.

During the opening statements, the prosecutors showed a number of war-
time videos featuring Mladic during his stay in Srebrenica in July 1995.

When a video was shown which depicted Mladic talking to a UN repre-
sentative in Srebrenica and telling him that the international community 
is smuggling Bosniaks and defending them, the defendant clapped and 
nodded his head, while looking toward the public gallery.

“One thousand and five hundred men from Srebrenica are still missing, 
and they may never be found. The deaths of these victims and mutilation 
of the survivors is called the Bosnian genocide,” said McCloskey.

The defence will present their opening statements after the prosecution 
finishes with the presentation of its evidence.
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Mladic’s Trial: Focus on 
Srebrenica Genocide

On the second day of the trial of former Bosnian Serb army 
commander Ratko Mladic, the Hague prosecution focuses 

on his role in the Srebrenica massacre in July 1995.

DENIS DZIDIC

Following the completion of the Hague prosecution’s opening statements, 
the presiding judge, Alphons Orie, announced that the start of the pres-
entation of evidence, originally scheduled for May 29, has been suspended 
until further notice.

“In light of serious omissions by the prosecution in regard to disclosure of 
evidence, we have decided to suspend the beginning of the evidence pres-
entation process,” said Orie.

The prosecution was supposed to turn over all the evidence to the defence 
two weeks before the start of the trial but they realised a few days ago that 
not all the evidence had been entered into the system.

On the second day of the trial, Prosecutor Peter McCloskey said that the 
prosecution would focus on linking Mladic with the crimes committed in 
and around Srebrenica.

“This was and will remain genocide... the evidence of this crime is over-
whelming,”  McCloskey added.

The prosecutor said that the Bosnian Serb army was not an “army out of 
control” and that Mladic had been on the ground and in command.

“We have radio intercepts of VRS [Bosnian Serb] soldiers and officers dis-
cussing murders. We have video of two of the actual executions them-
selves. So let me be perfectly clear, the crime will not be the main focus of 
this prosecution. This case will be primarily about one issue -the individ-
ual criminal responsibility of Ratko Mladic,” McCloskey said.

Mladic stands accused of orchestrating the slaughter of more than 7,000 
Bosniak men and boys after the UN safe haven of Srebrenica was overrun 
by Bosnian Serb forces in July 1995.
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McCloskey quoted from Mladic’s directive to the Bosnian Serb forces for 
the attack on Srebrenica, known as Operation Krivaja-95.

“We must attain our final goal, an entirely Serbian Podrinje... There will 
be no retreat when it comes to the Srebrenica enclave.... The enemies lives 
must be made impossible,” stated Mladic’s directive.

Mladic entered the plea of not guilty to all 11 counts of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, including the Srebrenica genocide, committed 
during the 1992-95 Bosnian war.

In its opening statements on Wednesday, the Hague prosecution said they 
would show Mladic’s “hand in each of the crimes he is charged with”.

Speaking on Wednesday, prosecutor Dermot Groom said that by the time 
Mladic and his troops had “murdered thousands in Srebrenica” they were 
“well-rehearsed in the craft of murder”.

Groom emphasized Mladic’s guilt for the “shelling and sniping campaign 
on Sarajevo”, and for terrorizing civilians within the city. He said that 
Mladic encircled Sarajevo and controlled who would leave and enter the 
city, adding “Mladic himself described it as a mouse trap.”

The prosecution outlined the six strategic goals that the then Bosnian Serb 
leadership wanted Mladic to achieve.  The overarching one was “ethnically 
cleansing much of Bosnia.”

The Hague prosecution said on Wednesday it would prove that around 200 
members of the UN peacekeeping force had been taken hostage between 
May 26 and June 19, 1995.

Even though he had asked for the trial to be postponed in order to have 
more time to prepare for it, Mladic attended the first day of proceedings. 
A large number of international journalists as well as representatives of 
victims associations from Bosnia also attended the start of the trial.

During the presentation of the opening statements, Mladic and the at-
tending victims were warned not to use gestures, otherwise a screen 
would be placed between them.
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Mladic’s Trial: Main Strategic 
Goal was Ethnic Cleansing

In its opening arguments, the Hague prosecution outlined 
six strategic goals that Bosnian Serb leadership wanted 

Mladic to achieve.

ERNA MACKIC

On the first day of the trial of former Bosnian Serb army commander Rat-
ko Mladic, who is charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
including the Srebrenica genocide, the prosecution stated that Mladic was 
in charge of implementing the strategic goals that the then Bosnian Serb 
political leadership set out in May 1992.

The goals were the separation of Serb and non-Serb population in Bosnia 
and the establishment of a corridor that would link Serbs in the western 
and eastern parts of Bosnia, known as the Semberija ñ Krajina corridor.

Further strategic goals were ensuring that the valley of river Drina, next 
to the border with Serbia is ethnically ‘clean’, establishing borders along 
the rivers Una and Neretva by force and carrying out ethnic cleansing and 
division of Sarajevo.

“Do not set the goals so that we fail. I have thought long about these goals 
and I discussed them within the closest circle of friends,” said Mladic at 
the time after he got the orders.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and 
several other Bosnian municipalities in 1992. He is also charged with ex-
pulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from the Serb controlled territories, ter-
rorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling and sniping and 
taking international soldiers as hostages in 1995.

Prosecutor Dermot Groome, spoke about the role of the Yugoslav People’s 
Army, JNA, pointing out that despite its general principle of protecting all 
nationalities it opted only to protect the “Serbian side”.

“JNA allowed the units of Zeljko ‘Arkan’ Raznatovic , the Tigers, to enter 
Bijeljina and destroy the town,” said Groome.
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Before being appointed as the head of the Army of Republika Srpska on 
May 12, 1992, Mladic was deputy commander of the 9th Corps of JNA, de-
ployed at the time in the Croatian town of Knin.

Groome spoke of “systematic rape of women and men”, citing some of 
the prison facilities such as Karaman, Secondary School Centre and the 
“Partizan” Gymnasium in Foca.

“I did not even look up to see who entered or left. They murdered my 
mother, brother and up to that day more than 50 of them raped me. I was 
just pulling my hair out, repeating: ‘What are they doing to us?’,” the 
prosecutor read a part of the testimony by R.M., which will be entered into 
evidence.

One of the strategic goals which Mladic was supposed to carry out was the 
division of Sarajevo into two parts, one in which Serbs would live and the 
other for non-Serb population.

“Mladic encircled the entrance to the city. He controlled who would enter 
and who would leave. Sarajevo was blocked from all four sides and Mladic 
himself described it as a mouse trap,” said Groome.

When it comes to the Sarajevo siege, which lasted 1,425 days, prosecutor 
Groome said that Mladic acquired modified aircraft bombs and fired them 
on the city. Modified aircraft bombs, the prosecutor explained, are notori-
ous because they are not precise.

“There is no doubt that Mladic controlled the shelling of Sarajevo. He said 
in 1994 that more shells were fired in a second than in the whole war com-
bined thus far,” said Groome.

The prosecutor also spoke about sniper activity, giving the example of a 
street along river Miljacka, which was nicknamed ‘The Sniper Alley’. One 
ex sniper shooter will testify at this trial, said Groome, and confirm he had 
orders to kill everything that moves around Sarajevo.

“Nermin Divric who was seven at the time was returning home with his 
mother and sister. The sniper shot him and killed him,” said Groome.

His mother did not know that her little son got killed, but thought he 
ducked because that’s what she taught him to do whenever the shooting 
started.

According to the prosecutor, Mladic himself said that with sniper fire he 
wanted to obstruct transportation, and that every time he went by Saraje-
vo “he dropped by and killed someone on his way”.
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Talking about camps and prison facilities, the prosecutor said that all 
across Bosnia they served for imprisoning and torturing non-Serb pop-
ulation.

“Places of great suffering, crimes, murders, rapes... insufficient to sustain 
farm animals, let alone human being,” said the prosecutor, mentioning 
camps such as Omarska, Trnopolje, Batkovic, Kula, primary school in Ka-
linovik, Susica in Vlasenica, the Veljko Vlahovic school in Rogatica.

“In Keraterm in room number three, at one time there were 570 people, 
they were like sardines... Walls were humid from their sweat and in order 
to get any sustenance prisoners licked those walls,” the prosecutor quoted 
from a testimony of a former prisoner.

The prosecution claims it would prove that the members of the UN peace-
keeping force had been taken hostage between May 26 and June 19, 1995. 
Groome said that Mladic’s forces took 200 members of peace forces as 
hostages, some of them tied, beaten or threatened.

The opening arguments will resume on May 17, when the prosecution 
would talk about the Srebrenica genocide.
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Mixed Feelings of Victims at 
Mladic’s Trial

Representatives of Bosnian victims, who attended the 
start of Ratko Mladic’s trial in the Hague, hope that the 

defendant will live long enough to hear his verdict.

SELMA UCANBARLIC

During the presentation of the opening statements at the start of Ratko 
Mladic’s trial in front of the Hague Tribunal, the defendant and attend-
ing public were warned not to use gestures, otherwise a screen would be 
placed between them.

Representatives of more than 20 victims’ associations attending the trial 
claimed that the defendant made gestures toward them and pointed his 
finger.

On the other hand, the accused addressed the Trial Chamber and claimed 
the public was making certain gestures towards him.

The presiding judge, Alphons Orie, said it did not matter which side start-
ed the gesturing, but that the communication must stop. The gestures 
stopped afterwards.

Representatives of victims’ associations from Srebrenica said they hope 
that he will be found guilty of genocide.

“Mladic is the biggest villain of the past century. If he is found guilty it 
will be a great satisfaction. We have mixed feelings, from hope to disap-
pointment. However, we are also angry that he is acting as if everything is 
ok,” Sacir from Srebrenica said.

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and 
several other Bosnian municipalities in 1992. He is also charged with the 
expulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under the control of 
Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling 
and sniping and taking international soldiers as hostages in 1995.

All victims said that they hope Mladic would live long enough to hear his 
verdict. Sehida Abdurahmanovic from Srebrenica, said after the Hague 
prosecution presented its opening statements that she cannot describe 
her feelings.
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“I am happy that today I can look at the eyes of the villain, monster. We 
pray to God to give him long life so that he can live to the end of the trial”, 
said Abdurahmanovic, adding that she hopes Mladic would be found guilty 
on all counts of the indictment.

Victims said that Mladic nodded his head during the opening statements, 
which they understood to mean that he was “accepting everything was 
true”. They added that they were unhappy the prosecution did not charge 
Mladic with all of the crimes committed during the war in Bosnia.

“We are disappointed because the prosecution dropped from the indict-
ment some municipalities where many crimes were committed,” said 
Mehmed Music, adding it was not easy for him to look at Mladic in the 
courtroom.

Representatives of victims from Bosnia said no one can repay them the 
sufferings they have lived through, but they hope to get some satisfaction 
from the final verdict.

‘’Mladic has full care in his prison and I hope that will continue so that he 
can survive until the verdict. I do not know how the victims would react if 
he did not survive,” said Munevera Avdic from Kotor Varos.

Human rights activists, led by the Society for Threatened Peoples, held a 
vigil in front of the court building to recall the responsibility of the Euro-
pean powers for the crimes committed in Bosnia between 1992 and 1995. 
Activists’ banners proclaimed “France, Russia, Great Britain and Germany 
ñ Guilty TOO”.
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Ratko Mladic’s Genocide Trial 
Starts at The Hague

The prosecution’s opening arguments mark the start of 
the trial of former Bosnian Serb army commander Ratko 

Mladic, the last trial at the Hague Tribunal.

DENIS DZIDIC AND SELMA UCANBARLIC

Mladic entered the plea of not guilty to all 11 counts of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, including the Srebrenica genocide calling the 
accusations “monstrous”.

Prosecutor Dermot Groome said that the prosecution would prove Mlad-
ic’s hand in the crimes.

The Hague prosecution began its opening arguments talking about Elve-
din Pasic, 14 years old in 1992, whose father was murdered together with 
150 men in the village of Grabovica, in central Bosnia.

Prosecutor Groome went on to say this just one example of murders that 
continued throughout the Bosnian war.

Groome said that by the time Mladic and his troops had “murdered thou-
sands in Srebrenica” they were “well-rehearsed in the craft of murder”.

“Four days ago marked two decades since Ratko Mladic became the com-
mander of the main staff of the army of Republika Srpska, VRS,” he said.

“On that day, Mladic began his full participation in a criminal endeavour 
that was already in progress. On that day, he assumed the mantle of re-
alising through military might the criminal goals of ethnically cleansing 
much of Bosnia. On that day he commenced his direct involvement in se-
rious international crimes.”

Speaking of the count of indictment related to the siege of Sarajevo, long 
standing shelling and sniper fire, the prosecutor said that Mladic “encir-
cled Sarajevo and controlled who would leave and enter the city.”

“Between 1992 and 1996, goals of Bosnian Serbs were to divide Sarajevo 
and put pressure on the Bosnian leadership. They were denied food, water, 
humanitarian aid,” said Groome.
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The prosecutor also mentioned the killing of civilians during the shelling 
of the Sarajevo marketplace.

“It was the second time the marketplace became a target. No one knew 
who was wounded, who was dead. The prosecution will present evidence 
that will show beyond a reasonable doubt the hands of Mr. Mladic in each 
of these crimes,” said prosecutor Groome.

The start of Mladic’s trial gathered interest from Bosnia, the region and 
the world, with the Hague Tribunal reporting that around 150 journalists 
were accredited to follow the opening statements of the prosecution.

Predominantly Bosniak daily newspapers in Bosnia carry interviews with 
victims ahead of the start of Mladic’s trial, while the Bosnian Serb news-
papers mostly have short news items about the start of the trial.

Human rights activists, led by the Society for Threatened Peoples, held a 
vigil in front of the court building to recall the responsibility of the Euro-
pean powers for the crimes committed in Bosnia between 1992 and 1995. 
Activist’s banners proclaimed “France, Russia, Great Britain and Germany 
ñ Guilty TOO”.

Human Rights Watch also issued a press release stating that Mladic’s “tri-
al should lay to rest the notion that those accused of atrocity crimes can 
run out the clock on justice.”

The indictment charges Mladic with genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and 
several other Bosnian municiaplities in 1992. He is also charged with ex-
pulsion of Bosniaks and Croats from municipalities under the control of 
Bosnian Serbs, terrorizing Sarajevo citizens with a campaign of shelling 
and sniping and taking international soldiers as hostages in 1995.

The Hague prosecutors will present their opening statements on Wednes-
day and Thursday, May 16 and 17, while the first witness is expected to 
testify on May 29.
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Mladic’s Motion to Disqualify 
Judge Denied

A motion by Ratko Mladic’s defence requesting the removal 
of the presiding judge, Alphons Orie, and postponement of 

the trial, has been denied.

JUSTICE REPORT

The President of the Hague Tribunal, Theodor Meron, determined that the 
defence’s arguments regarding Orie’s partiality were unsubstantiated and 
decided that the trial would begin tomorrow, May 16, as planned.

“After having reviewed each of Mladic’s arguments for Judge Orie’s dis-
qualification and Judge Orie’s responses, I am not satisfied that Mladic has 
demonstrated the bias and I accordingly find the request to be unmerito-
rious,” reads Judge Meron’s decision.

In his motion to seek the disqualification of the judge, Branko Lukic, 
Mladic’s defence attorney, listed a series of complaints about the work of 
Judge Orie, which the defence argued would prevent a fair trial.

Mladic, former Commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of the laws and customs 
of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Mladic Asks for Judge Orie to be 
Dismissed

Ratko Mladic’s defence has asked the President of the 
Hague Tribunal to dismiss the presiding judge Alphons Orie 

and postpone the start of the trial scheduled for May 16.

DENIS DZIDIC

In his motion, filed with Theodor Meron, the President of the Hague Tri-
bunal, ICTY, Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic, stated that Judge Orie “is bi-
ased to the detriment of Mladic” and that his presence would make a fair 
trial impossible.

“Mladic has the right to be treated fairly. Judge Orie’s rush to start this 
trial - reflected in the way that he sacrificed Mr Mladic’s time for trial 
preparations - is the first such case in the Tribunal’s history. If the trial is 
allowed to start, it would be a dark stain on the legacy of the Hague Tribu-
nal,” reads the defence’s motion.

The motion contains a series of allegations concerning Orie’s bias. Lukic 
complains about the way Judge Orie treated Mladic during his initial ap-
pearance before the court.

According to Lukic, despite the fact that Mladic refused to hear the indict-
ment, Orie read a summary of the accusations in the courtroom.

Lukic also accuses Judge Orie of having a “private interest” in admitting 
the facts determined at the other ICTY trials where he acted as judge.

In addition, the defence considers the fact that Orie is Dutch puts his 
impartiality regarding the charges related to the Srebrenica genocide in 
question.

“Dutch forces were present in Srebrenica during the period covered by the 
indictment. Many of the witnesses, who will testify about Srebrenica, will 
be former Dutch soldiers. The Netherlands has been very actively involved 
in the events related to Srebrenica over the past few years.  Therefore, one 
cannot expect Judge Orie to be impartial,” the defence said in its motion.

In July last year, the District Court at The Hague found the Netherlands 
guilty of the death of three Bosniaks, who were forced to leave the Dutch 
UN peacekeepers’ base in Srebrenica in July 1995.
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“The conflict of interest in Judge Orie sitting in judgment of a man ac-
cused of the same crimes that have also been attributed to the Dutch state 
is readily apparent,” explains Lukic in his motion.

Lukic also said that Orie “is imposing an early start to the trial” despite 
the fact that the defence received all pieces of evidence from the prosecu-
tion only two weeks prior to the trial.

“The current indications of partiality and unfairness are so serious and 
so widely spread that the exemption of Judge Orie would be the only way 
to preserve the integrity of the trial and protect the rights of our client,” 
Lukic said.

Mladic, former Commander of the Bosnian Serb army, is charged with 
genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of the laws and customs 
of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. He was arrested in May last year.

His trial before the ICTY is due to begin on May 16 this year.
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04 MAY 2012

Mladic’s Defence Request 
Rejected

The Trial Chamber of the Hague Tribunal has rejected a 
request by the defence of Ratko Mladic to have his trial 

postponed until August this year.

DENIS DZIDIC

Mladic’s defence asked for an additional 90 days to prepare for the start of 
the trial, which is scheduled for May 16.

However, Alphons Orie, judge of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, rejected this request. According to Orie’s 
statement the reasons for this decision will be published at a later date.

Branko Lukic, Mladic’s lawyer, asked for the start of the trial to be post-
poned as the defence has not had enough time to go through all of the 
evidence.

Mladic is charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and violating 
the laws and customs of war in Bosnia and Herzeovina between 1992 and 
1995. He was arrested in 2011 after more then a decade on the run.
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24 APRIL 2012

Mladic’s Trial Postponed Until 
May 16

The Hague Tribunal has decided to postpone the start of 
Ratko Mladic’s trial, rescheduling it to May 16, two days 

later than originally planned.

MARIJA RISTIC

Alphons Orie, the presiding judge in the case against Ratko Mladic, former 
commander of the Republika Srpska Army, said on Tuesday at the status 
conference that the opening of the trial will be postponed “for various 
reasons,” but gave no details.

It is expected that the prosecution will start first with its opening argu-
ment which is expected to last around 6 hours.

Mladic’s defence requested at the end of March the start of his trial to be 
postponed until the prosecution reveals all of its evidence.

The prosecution and Mladic’s defence are due to meet at the end of the 
week in order to jointly solve the problem related to the disclosure of ev-
idence material. Following the meeting, they will submit a report to the 
Trial Chamber.

Judge Orie said that he would schedule a new status conference once he 
had received the report.

Mladic is charged with genocide, crimes against humanity, and the vio-
lation of laws and customs of war committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
between 1992 and 1995.

He was arrested in May last year, and appeared before the ICTY judges for 
the first time on June 3, 2011.
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19 APRIL 2012

Serbian Leadership Knew of 
Mladic’s Whereabouts

The ex chief of Mladic’s security detail claims that all the 
state leaders knew that Mladic, the former commander of 

the Bosnian Serb army, was in Belgrade.

MARIJA RISTIC

Branislav Puhalo, the former chief of Ratko Mladic’s security team and 
a witness in the case against Mladic’s accomplices, said at the trial on 
Wednesday that the 30th Personnel Centre of the Yugoslav Army, was in-
structed, at different periods,  “by someone at the top” to guard Mladic.

Puhalo claims that when Mladic arrived in Serbia in 1997, the then Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic ordered the Army Chief at the time, Momcilo 
Perisic, to form the 30th Personnel Centre, the aim of which was to pro-
vide security for Mladic.

The Centre consisted of ex members of the Army of Republika Srpska and 
it was disbanded on March 31, 2002, two years after Milosevic lost power.

“The Serbian top state leadership knew that the soldiers in the military 
barracks at Topcider were there to guard Mladic from the bounty hunters. 
And there were a lot of them at that time,” said Puhalo.

He added that the soldiers received their salaries from the Yugoslav Army 
and that “none of this could have been carried out without the knowledge 
of the President, the Defence Ministry and Army Headquarters.”

“It was all legal. We had several vehicles, around 20 rocket launchers, 
boxes of ammunition.  General Mladic moved freely around Belgrade in 
2001. We went to football matches, to police stations, to restaurants,” ex-
plained Puhalo, adding that the authorities could have arrested Mladic at 
any time if they had wanted to.

After 2000, when the democratic coalition came to power, the Prime Min-
ister Zoran Djindjic and President Vojislav Kostunica both claimed that 
they had no information about Mladic’s whereabouts and that it was un-
likely that he was in Serbia.
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Mladic had been on the run from the Hague Tribunal, which has charged 
him with genocide in Srebrenica, for 16 years. He was arrested on May 26 
in 2011, in the village of Lazarevo in Vojvodina.

This is the second trial of the ten people accused of hiding Mladic.  The 
verdict from 2010 that acquitted them was quashed and the case sent for 
re-trial.

Finding out how Mladic was able to hide for so long is one of the requests 
that were lodged with the Serbian authorities by the current chief prose-
cutor at the Hague Tribunal, Serge Brammerz.

One of the accused, the former Yugoslav Army officer Jovo Djogo, passed 
away during the first trial.

The remaining accused have all pleaded not guilty.
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17 APRIL 2012

Mladic’s Trial: Evidence 
Presentation Plan

The Hague prosecution filed a draft plan for the 
presentation of evidence at the trial of Ratko Mladic, 

former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army.

DENIS DZIDIC

According to an earlier decision by the International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, the trial of Mladic for genocide, crimes 
against humanity and violation of the laws and customs of war is due to 
begin on May 14.

In its motion the prosecution announced that it would need six hours 
to present its opening statement. The presentation of evidence against 
Mladic would be divided into five parts.

The first part will consist of a review of the case as a whole. The pros-
ecution will then try to prove that Mladic had committed war crimes in 
Sarajevo.

The third segment will concentrate on how international soldiers were 
taken hostage in 1995. Evidence concerning the persecution of the 
non-Serbian population from 15 Bosnian municipalities will be presented 
in the fourth part, followed by evidence of Mladic’s involvement in the 
genocide at Srebrenica in the final part.

During the first part of their presentation, which should start on May 29, 
the prosecution plans to call 23 witnesses to testify about crimes commit-
ted throughout Bosnia in the period from 1992 to 1995.

In its motion the Hague Prosecution said that “it is currently difficult to 
predict the tempo of the trial,” asking the Trial Chamber to provide it with 
additional information as to whether the presented plan is in line with the 
Hague Tribunal’s plans.

After the ICTY decided that the trial of Mladic should begin in mid-May, 
Mladic’s defence lodged a complaint, requesting more time to prepare 
preparations. The Tribunal’s judges are yet to decide on the validity of 
their request.

Mladic was arrested in May 2011, and he made his initial appearance be-
fore the ICTY judges one month later. The next status conference is due to 
be held on April 24 this year.
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30 MARCH 2012

Mladic Requests That His Trial 
be Postponed

The defence of Ratko Mladic, former commander of the 
Army of Republika Srpska, requested the beginning of his 

trial to be postponed until the prosecution reveals all of its 
evidence.

DENIS DZIDIC

At a status conference before the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia, ICTY, Branko Lukic, Mladic’s lawyer, said that by being 
late with submitting its evidence to the defence, the prosecution violated 
an “essential element of fair trial.”

“The disclosure of evidence enables us to prepare for the case. We do not 
have the materials and we demand that the trial does not start and that the 
prosecution calls no witnesses until it submits all of its evidence. We think 
it is in accordance with the practice of the court,” said Lukic.

Lukic told the ICTY judges that the fact that Mladic is the last man indicted 
before the Hague Tribunal should not allow for his rights to be infringed.

The defence’s objections are related to around 900 documents which were 
not submitted in time.

The prosecution explained that so far around 70 per cent of the belated 
evidence has been processed, and that they hope the remaining evidence 
will be submitted to the defence in the “next several weeks”.

Judge Alphons Orie, asked Mladic’s defence to submit its proposal for the 
postponement of the trial in a written form, after which a decision would 
be made.

Mladic addressed the court and said that he insists that all potential wit-
nesses come and face him.

“I do not accept written statements, let them say what they have to say to 
my face. Regardless of whether they want to smear me or not, I want them 
all to come, be them Muslims, Croats, Albanians,” said Mladic.
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Mladic is charged with genocide, crimes against humanity, and violation 
of laws and customs of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina committed between 
1992 and 1995.

He was arrested in May last year, and appeared before the judges of the 
ICTY for the first time on June 3, 2011.

The Hague Tribunal judges decided that the trial of Mladic should start on 
May 14 with opening arguments.

At the latest status conference, Mladic said that he would stand up when 
the judges enter and leave the courtroom, not out of respect, but because 
he wanted to participate in the process as a defendant, and that they could 
expect only the truth from him.

The next status conference is scheduled for April 24.
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15 MARCH 2012

ICTY Decision “Damaging” to 
Ratko Mladic

The defence of Ratko Mladic, the former commander of 
the Army of Republika Srpska, requests to be allowed to 

appeal the decision on accepting established facts.

DENIS DZIDIC

Branko Lukic, Mladic’s defence counsel, in a motion to judges of the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, said that the 
decision on accepting already established facts from other verdicts of the 
Hague Tribunal “prevents a fair trial”.

“The admission of these facts significantly affects the fairness of the pro-
ceedings because it shifts the burden of rebuttal to the defence on issues 
central to the prosecution’s case. These facts will affect all the other ev-
idence that will be entered once the actual trial starts,” said Lukic in his 
motion.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year, is charged with genocide, 
crimes against humanity and violations of the laws and customs of war 
during the Bosnian conflict between 1992 and 1995.

The defence gave examples of the established facts from other cases which, 
it claims, would affect the presumption of innocence of the defendant.

One of the established facts, which states that the Serbian Democratic 
Party, SDS, “supported the arming of Serb population in Bosnia” is detri-
mental to Mladic, the defence feels, because he is charged as a participant 
in a joint criminal enterprise together with members of the SDS.

Mladic’s defence considers that this established fact already proves part of 
the prosecutions allegations, and as such, is a breach of the presumption 
of innocence.

The defence also raised an issue with the proposed fact that “members of 
the military police beat up prisoners in the Manjaca camp near Prijedor”.

The defence counsel finds this damaging because Mladic is charged with 
not taking the necessary measures to prevent and punish soldiers under 
his control.
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In his motion Lukic also pointed out that the ICTY’s Trial Chamber  “re-
formulated” certain established facts to the defendant’s detriment.

 As an example, Mladic’s defence showed that one of the facts which states 
that the “houses of Bosniaks in Kljuc were destroyed by soldiers of the 
Army of Republika Srpska” has a time frame added, and that the estab-
lished fact now reads “in May 1992, the houses of Bosniaks in Kljuc were 
destroyed by soldiers of the Army of Republika Srpska”.

The defence explained that this is to their detriment since Mladic took 
over control of the Army of Republika Srpska in May 1992.

The decision on the admissibility of the appeal will be made at a later date. 
The trial of Ratko Mladic is due to start on May 14.
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28 FEBRUARY 2012

OSCE Survey: Mladic and 
Karadzic are Heroes

More than 50 per cent of Serbs believe that war crime 
defendants Mladic and Karadzic are national heroes, OSCE 

survey says.

MARIJA RISTIC

A survey on attitudes towards the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia, ICTY, and war crime prosecutions in Serbia says that 
around 50 per cent of population think that Ratko Mladic and Radovan 
Karadzic are not responsible for the war crimes for which they are charged.

According to the survey conducted by the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, OSCE, and the Belgrade Centre for Human Rights, 
70 per cent of Serbians have negative attitudes towards the ICTY.

Survey sample included 1,407 people over the age of 16 who were ques-
tioned in face-to-face interviews conducted in September and October 
2011.

“This has been one of the most serious surveys related to transitional jus-
tice conducted in the whole word,” said Ivan Jovanovic, the Head of the 
War Crimes Unit at the OSCE Mission to Serbia.

“Based on the results, we concluded that people generally have a negative 
attitude on these issues, but unfortunately they do not have much infor-
mation on which they base their opinions,” he added.

Morgijana Breding, representative of the ICTY agrees that there is a lack of 
media coverage related to war crimes issues and that if there are any, that 
they are usually biased.

“Journalists are usually covering crimes when the defendant is from their 
country. For example, during the Gotovina trial there were no journalists 
from Serbia present,” said Breding adding that the ICTY started its out-
reach programme quite late.

Dusan Ignjatovic, Director of Serbian Government office for Cooperation 
with the ICTY, said that the survey shows that the Serbian public is not 
following enough ICTY trials, but they have a very strong negative opinion 
on its work.
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“It is easier to believe that the ICTY is an anti Serbian court rather than 
that Serbs committed some serious crimes in the conflicts in 90s,” Igna-
tovic said.

According to the survey, 40 per cents of Serbs believe that Croats carry the 
greatest responsibility for the conflicts, followed by Albanians at 17 per 
cent, while Bosniaks come third with 10 percent.

Bruno Vekaric, Serbian Deputy Prosecutor for War Crimes said that the 
problem lies in the fact that war crime prosecutions are often politicised.
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16 FEBRUARY 2012

Mladic’s Trial to Begin on May 
14

The trial of Ratko Mladic, the former commander of 
Bosnian Serb forces, is set to start on May 14, when 

opening statements will be presented.

DENIS DZIDIC

The Chamber of the ICTY had announced last December that the trial 
might start at the end of March 2012, but this date was changed to “allow 
the parties time to complete any outstanding pre-trial preparations”.

“The additional time will provide the defence with extra preparation time 
for scheduled Prosecution witnesses and associated exhibits in the early 
stages of the trial”, the International Criminal Court for the former Yugo-
slavia, ICTY decided on Wednesday.

On February 10, Ratko Mladic’s defence team requested the beginning of 
the trial to be scheduled for October, but the Chamber of the ICTY decided 
the defence should be ready for trial well before that date.

The Office of the Prosecutor informed the Chamber that it would call 158 
witnesses and present approximately 27,906 exhibits during the course 
of its case, and it plans to spend approximately 200 working hours on it.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year after 16 years on the run, is 
charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of laws and 
rules of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995.

The next status conference before the beginning of the trial is scheduled 
for March 29.



- 567 - 

RATKO MLADIC
FROM BATTLEFIELD TO COURTROOM

15 FEBRUARY 2012

Prosecutors Ready For Mladic’s 
Trial

Prosecution of the ICTY has filed around 28,000 exhibits 
and will be calling 410 witnesses to testify in the case of 

Ratko Mladic, Bosnian Serb war commander.

MARIJA RISTIC

The Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia, ICTY, has filed approximately 27,906 exhibits in the 
case against Ratko Mladic. These documents were made public on Monday 
evening.

These include documents originating in the army as well as the govern-
mental ministries and offices of the Republika Srpska, Serb entity within 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Another large category of exhibits is based on the recovery and identifi-
cation of the remains of victims of the war in Bosnia. Also, some of the 
files are personal notebooks, audio and video recordings and other items 
recovered from the Mladic’s home in Belgrade.

The prosecutor also intends to include evidence of 410 witnesses - 385 fact 
witnesses and 25 experts.

According to the prosecution, in order to adduce all of its evidence,  the 
hearings are likely to last around 200 hours.

The “Ratko Mladic” case is one of the largest cases in front of the ICTY. 
Mladic, who was arrested in May last year after years on the run, is charged 
with genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of laws and rules of 
war in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995.

The trial is scheduled to start with the opening arguments from both sides 
on March 27; however, the defence requested a postponement last week.

According to Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic, the defence team had received 
from prosecutors a large number of incorrectly entered exhibits, which 
made the search and selection of these documents difficult.

The decision on whether the trial will be postponed will be made at the 
next status conference scheduled for February 23.
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10 FEBRUARY 2012

Mladic’s Lawyers Request 
Postponement of Hague Trial
Lawyers acting for wartime Bosnian Serb commander 

Ratko Mladic have requested a postponement of his trial, 
which is due to begin at the Hague tribunal next month.

DENIS DZIDIC

In a brief for judges at the tribunal, Mladic’s lawyer Branko Lukic said that 
the defence team had received a large number of exhibits  from prosecu-
tors which were not correctly entered electronically. This had made the 
search and selection of these documents difficult, Lukic said.

“These problems have made it impossible for the Defence to prepare itself 
for the beginning of the trial and be ready for March this year,” the brief 
says.

Lukic asked the tribunal to order prosecutors to submit all the evidence 
again, this time with all the correct data. He requested that the start of the 
trial be postponed until “problems with the presentation of evidence to 
the defence are resolved”.

At a status conference on December 8 last year to prepare for the trial, 
judges at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
asked the prosecution and defence to be ready to make their opening ar-
guments on March 27, 2012.

Mladic’s lawyers protested at the time and judge Alphons Orie said the 
deadline was “not set in stone” but he expected them to try to meet it.

Mladic, who was arrested in May last year after spending years on the run, 
is charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of laws 
and rules of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995.

The next status conference ahead of the trial is scheduled for February 23.
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09 FEBRUARY 2012

Hague Tribunal Finances 
Mladic’s Defence

Mladic lawyer denies claims defence team will be financed 
by Republika Srpska.

GORDANA ANDRIC

The defence of wartime Bosnian Serb military leader Ratko Mladic is being 
financed by the Hague tribunal.

“We ask the [the tribunal] for the money for what we need and they ap-
prove it,” Mladic’s lawyer, Branko Lukic told Belgrade-based daily Blic.

The question of who was funding Mladic’s defence came into the spotlight 
after his son visited Banja Luka, the capital of Bosnia’s Republika Srpska, 
on February 7th.

When Mladic was arrested in May 2011, Republika Srpska Prime Minister 
Aleksandar Dzombic said his government would help with the defence, 
through a foundation for providing legal assistance to suspects at the war 
crimes court in The Hague.

But Lukic said Mladic’s defence would not take money from Republika 
Srpska authorities.

“Even if [Republika Srpska President Milorad] Dodik would offer to finan-
cially help Mladic’s defence, we would not accept that money. Mladic’s 
defence is financed by the Hague tribunal,” Lukic said.

Tribunal spokesperson Nerma Jelacic confirmed the Tribunal was financ-
ing Mladic defence team, as they had concluded that neither Mladic nor 
his family could provide the necessary funds.

“If there are other funds that are financing the defence of an indictee, the 
tribunal can reduce or terminate the funding,” Jelacic told Blic.

The Serbian government is helping the defence teams of several war crime 
indictees but Mladic is not eligible for this assistance as it is available only 
to those who surrendered voluntarily.
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14 DECEMBER 2011

Mladic: Pace of Preparation for 
the Trial

After The Hague Tribunal scheduled March next year 
as a preliminary date for the presentation of opening 

statements in the trial of Ratko Mladic, the team of the 
former Chief of the main headquarters with the Republika 

Srpska Army, VRS, estimated this announcement as 
“incomprehensible”.

JUSTICE REPORT

At a status conference which was held on December 8 this year, during 
preparation for Mladic’s trial, the Pre-Trial Chamber of The Hague Tri-
bunal has asked The Hague Prosecution and the Defence to prepare them-
selves for presentation of introductory words on March 27, 2012.

Mladic’s defence attorneys objected to this announcement at status con-
ference, and Judge Alphons Orie said that the term “is not set in stone”, 
but added that the Council expects that efforts for complying with it will 
to be made.

Mladic was arrested in May this year after being on the run for years, and 
is charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the 
laws or customs of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995.

Miodrag Stojanovic, a member of the Defence team of Ratko Mladic, said 
for BIRN Justice Report that “the pace with which the Court wants to begin 
Mladic’s trial is ncomprehensible”.

“If we compare the practice of The Hague Tribunal in case of Goran Hadzic, 
because it is the most recent situation, where it was announced that the 
trial will not begin until November 2012, and make comparisons of Had-
zic’s indictment with Mladic’s one would be meaningless. So the deadline 
given by pre-trial judge that opening statement should be presented on 
March 27, would be an absolute detriment to the defence of general Mlad-
ic”, said Stojanovic.

The Hague Prosecution charges Hadzic with crimes against humanity 
and violation of the laws and customs of war on the territory of self-pro-
claimed RSK, encompassing the eastern part of Slavonia, the Republic of 
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Croatia, in the period from August 1991 to June 1992. He was arrested in 
Serbia on July 20 this year after being on the run for several years.

Stojanovic pointed out that in his opinion, the decision of The Hague 
Tribunal to accept the reduction of the indictment against Mladic to 106 
crimes instead of 196 in the third amended indictment would not signifi-
cantly reduce the workload of the Defence.

“These reductions do not radically reduce the amount of work of neither 
the Prosecution nor the Defence. So this would only be the reduction of 
certain events under the indictment, which would not cause, so to speak, 
any reduction, or decrease of workload”, said Stojanovic.

On the other hand, Vasvija Vidovic, defence attorney at The Hague Tribu-
nal and the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina in cases of war crimes, points 
out that the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in 
general “maximally respects the rights of the Defence”.

“If I would compare our courts, including the State Court and the local 
courts, it is incomparably better respecting of the rights of the Defence for 
war crimes in The Hague Tribunal, in relation to the local judiciary. They 
very much respect the rights of the Defence. I can not say that in cases I 
have had, I had any serious violation of rights of the Defence”, Vidovic 
said.

The next status conference before the beginning of Mladic’s trial is sched-
uled for January 19, 2012.
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11 NOVEMBER  2011

Hague Satisfied with Mladic 
Trial Preparations

At a status conference held before the Hague Tribunal, 
the Tribunal Chamber said it was satisfied with the 

preparations for the beginning of Ratko Mladic’s trial.

JUSTICE REPORT

Hague Tribunal judge Alphons Orie said that Ratko Mladic’s plea to the 
amended indictment, which now includes charges for the murders com-
mitted in Bisevo village in 1995, was postponed, since the Tribunal Cham-
ber had received a motion from the indictee complaining about his bad 
health.

Mladic, former Chief of the Main Headquarters with the Republika Srpska 
Army, VRS, is due to enter his plea to the third revised indictment at a 
later stage.

“The Chamber is satisfied with the efforts invested by both parties in 
preparation for the trial,” Judge Orie said at the status conference on 
Thursday.

In addition, the status conference discussed the motions, which the Hague 
Prosecution and Mladic’s Defence are due to file with the Court in the 
coming period, in relation to agreed and determined facts.

Orie pointed out that the parties should submit their next report on the 
agreed facts by November 25.

The Hague Tribunal approved the Prosecution’s request to postpone the 
deadline for disclosure of acquitting materials to the Defence until April 
30, 2012.

Judge Orie said that the Chamber thought about issuing a warrant, re-
questing submission of a comprehensive report about the overall health 
condition of indictee Mladic.

Mladic, who was arrested in May this year, is charged with genocide com-
mitted in Srebrenica in July 1995 and genocide against the non-Serbian 
population in eight other Bosnian municipalities in 1992.
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In addition, Mladic is charged with persecuting Bosniaks [Muslims] and 
Croats throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorizing Sarajevo residents 
by a shelling and sniping campaign and taking members of the United 
Nations hostages in the period from 1992 to 1995.

In October the Hague Prosecution amended the indictment against Mladic, 
adding charges for the murders committed in Bisina village in relation to 
genocide committed in July 1995, which were not part of the earlier ver-
sion of the indictment.

The next status conference is due to be held on December 8, 2011.
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11 NOVEMBER  2011

Ratko Mladic Absent Due to 
Illness

In a written motion filed with The Hague Tribunal’s Trial 
Chamber Ratko Mladic said that he would not attend the 

hearing scheduled for November 10 this year due to illness.

JUSTICE REPORT

Mladic, former Chief of the Main Headquarters with the Republika Srpska 
Army, VRS, was due to enter a plea to the amended indictment at the hear-
ing planned for November 10 this year.

However, he filed a written motion with the Chamber of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, informing it that he 
would not be able to attend the hearing and saying that he had discussed 
the subject with his Defence attorney Branko Lukic.

“I understand that I have the right to attend all sessions held as part of my 
trial. However, I waive my right to attend the hearing today. I give my per-
mission to the Court to go on with the court proceedings in my absence, 
but in the presence of my Defence attorney,” Mladic’s motion reads.

Under The Hague Tribunal’s indictment, Mladic is charged in two counts 
with genocide against about 8,000 Bosniaks in Srebrenica in July 1995 and 
genocide against the non-Serb population in eight other Bosnian munic-
ipalities in 1992.

Besides that, Mladic is charged with the persecution of Bosniaks through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, terrorising the residents of Sarajevo by im-
plementing a shelling and sniping campaign and taking UN staff members 
hostage in the period from 1992 to 1995. Mladic was arrested in Serbia in 
May this year, after being on the run for many years.

In October this year, The Hague Prosecution amended the indictment 
against Mladic, adding charges for the murders in Bisina village, which are 
connected to the genocide in July 1995. Those murders were not included 
in the previous version of the indictment. Mladic was due enter his plea to 
these allegations at the hearing today.

A status conference will be held in the absence of indictee Mladic on No-
vember 10.
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08 NOVEMBER  2011

Brammertz Visits Belgrade
Chief UN war crimes prosecutor Serge Brammertz has 
arrived in Belgrade to finalise his six-month report on 

Serbia’s cooperation with The Hague.

BIRN

But with the arrests of Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic earlier this year, 
Brammertz’s two-day trip lacks the political significance that such visits 
once carried. The country’s EU future no longer depends on what Bram-
mertz writes as the arrests removed the main obstacle on Serbia’s path to 
Europe.

The prosecutor is now seeking information on Mladic’s helpers.

In December 2010, a Belgrade court acquitted 10 individuals charged with 
helping Mladic hide from authorities. The court said that prosecutors 
failed to prove that the 10 had committed the crimes for which they were 
indicted.

Ahead of his Belgrade trip, Brammertz was asked whether Serbia’s EU in-
tegration bid “should still be conditioned”. He said that was a decision 
“for Brussels, not The Hague”, according to broadcaster B92.

Brammertz will present his report to the UN Security Council in mid-No-
vember.
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21 OCTOBER 2011

Indictment Against Mladic May 
Be “Reduced”

After The Hague Tribunal rejected a Prosecution’s motion 
for dividing the indictment against Ratko Mladic into two, 
Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz said that he would not 
appeal the decision, but he would try to speed up the trial 

by introducing revisions to the existing indictment.

JUSTICE REPORT

In a statement given to journalists at The Hague, Brammertz said that the 
Prosecution would try to use as many written pieces of evidence as possi-
ble in order to reduce the time needed for direct examination of witnesses 
and rely upon the facts contained in other verdicts and allegations proved 
at other trials before The Hague Tribunal. ?

According to Brammertz, the Prosecution will also consider the options for 
“reduction” of the indictment against Ratko Mladic, former Commander 
of the Main Staff with the Republika Srpska Army, VRS. ?

“It is hard to find a formula for reducing the indictment without dimin-
ishing the importance and scale of the crimes charged upon Mladic. In this 
case the Prosecution is not considering the removal of entire components 
from the indictment, particularly not the ones pertaining to ethnic cleans-
ing in municipalities, the siege of Sarajevo and genocide in Srebrenica,” 
Brammertz explained. ?

The Trial Chamber of The Hague Tribunal previously rejected the Prose-
cution’s request to try Mladic for genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 first and 
then for crimes committed during the Bosnian war from 1992 to 1995. ?

Brammertz said that the division of the indictment into two was nec-
essary due to a danger that Mladic might not live to see the end of the 
long-lasting trial, which is believed to continue beyond December 31, 
2014, although all processes before The Hague Tribunal should have been 
completed by then. ?

Representatives of genocide victims gave negative comments on the pos-
sible reduction of the indictment against Ratko Mladic.
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Hatidza Mehmedovic, President of the “Srebrenica Mothers” Association, 
considers that the Prosecution’s proposal is “a farce”, adding that it was 
no longer important whether the indictment against Mladic would be re-
duced or not. ?

“They should do whatever they want. Had they been afraid that he would 
not live to see his trial completed, they would have arrested him much 
sooner. Everything is a farce. Our children are no longer with us anyway. 
The true justice will certainly not reach him in this world. But, if he goes 
unpunished, the evil will happen again,” Mehmedovic told BIRN Justice 
Report.?

The Hague Prosecution’s indictment charges Mladic in two counts with 
genocide against about 8,000 Bosniaks in Srebrenica in July 1995 and gen-
ocide against the non-Serb population in eight other Bosnian municipal-
ities committed in 1992.

Besides that, Mladic is charged with the persecution of Bosniaks through-
out Bosnia and Herzegovina, terror against Sarajevo citizens by conduct-
ing an artillery and sniper campaign and taking UN personnel hostages in 
the period from 1992 to 1995. ?

On October 20, The Hague Prosecution filed a third revised indictment 
against Mladic with the Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY. ?

The Hague Prosecution’s motion says that an incident pertaining to the 
murder of more than 30 Bosniaks in Susica prison, Bisina municipality on 
July 23, 1995, was added to the third revised indictment. ?

Mladic, former Chief of the VRS Main Staff, was arrested in Serbia in May 
this year after being on the run for years.
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14 OCTOBER 2011

Proposal to Split Mladic 
Indictment Rejected

The Hague Tribunal Chamber refuses a proposal made 
by the Prosecution to split the indictment against Ratko 

Mladic in two and hold two separate trials.

JUSTICE REPORT

Trial Chamber Chairman Alphons Orie rejected The Hague Prosecution’s 
request to try Mladic for genocide in Srebrenica first and then for geno-
cide, crimes against humanity and violation of the laws and customs of 
war committed from 1992 to 1995.

Orie said that splitting the indictment and holding two separate trials 
might “violate the right to defence” of indictee Mladic and burden wit-
nesses, as some of them would have to testify more than once.

“Based on the above factors, the Chamber considers that there is no rea-
son to severe the indictment, as it could prejudice the accused and render 
the trials less manageable and less efficient and risk unduly burdening 
witnesses,” judge Orie said in his decision.

The Hague Prosecution previously requested the Court to split the indict-
ment against Mladic into two parts and hold two separate trials, one of 
which would pertain to genocide in Srebrenica in July 1995 and the sec-
ond one to the persecution of non-Serbs all over Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
crimes committed in Sarajevo and taking international personnel hostag-
es.

The Hague Prosecution’s indictment charges Mladic under two counts 
with genocide committed against about 8,000 Bosniaks in Srebrenica in 
July 1995 and genocide committed against the non-Serb population in 
eight other Bosnian municipalities in 1992.

In addition, Mladic is charged with the persecution of Bosniaks throughout 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and terror against Sarajevo citizens by conducting 
an artillery and sniper campaign and taking UN personnel hostages in the 
period from 1992 to 1995. Mladic, former Chief of the Main Headquarters 
with the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, was arrested in Serbia in May this 
year after being on the run for years.
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In its decision the Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia, ICTY, said that Mladic’s health condition was not tak-
en into consideration when making the decision about the splitting of the 
indictment, as such claims “have not been substantiated by medical doc-
umentation”.

“The Chamber has received no medical reports to review and considers the 
parties’ submissions in this respect to be speculative and unsubstantiat-
ed,” the decision says.

The ICTY Chamber did however approve The Hague Prosecution’s request 
to amend the indictment for genocide in Srebrenica by adding the mur-
ders committed in Biscina village, which are not mentioned in the current 
indictment.

Judge Orie’s decision says that amending the indictment would enable 
“determination of the amendment of the indictment will ensure that “the 
real issues in the case will be determined”.

The ICTY Chamber ordered that an amended indictment be filed by The 
Hague Prosecution within seven days of the decision. Mladic will be en-
abled to enter a plea to the new charges at his next appearance before 
judges.

Mladic’s next appearance before the ICTY Chamber will be at a status con-
ference scheduled for November 10 this year.
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11 OCTOBER 2011

Ratko Mladic “Receiving 
Medical Treatment”

Ratko Mladic, former Chief of the Main Headquarters 
with the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, is currently 

receiving medical treatment ñ this was confirmed by the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, 

ICTY.

AMER JAHIC

“It has been reported by some media that Mladic has pneumonia. We can 
confirm that he is currently receiving medical treatment but we are not at 
liberty to reveal its nature,” the ICTY Public Relations Section announced.

The ICTY says that the delay to the status conference on October 6 this 
year was not caused by Mladic’s health problems, but it had to do with his 
transfer from the Detention Unit to the Court.

“Concerning the allegations in some media that Mladic had collapsed last 
week, we would like to stress that these are completely inaccurate. As 
such, these unfounded speculations cannot be linked in any way to the 
treatment he is receiving today,” the Hague Tribunal announced.

Mladic, who was arrested in Serbia in May this year, is charged with gen-
ocide, crimes against humanity and violation of the laws and customs of 
war committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

At the last status conference Mladic complained about his deteriorating 
health condition, pointing out that he “wants to endure and reach the 
truth”.

“I want to live as long as possible and reach freedom. I am in the 69th year 
of my life. I have severe health problems. I shall struggle to endure. I am 
not defending myself or general Mladic. I am defending Republika Srpska 
and Serbia and the entire nation,” Mladic said on October 6 this year.

Serge Brammertz, Chief Prosecutor with the Hague Prosecution, told the 
media in the region that the Hague Prosecution would soon file motions in 
order to speed up Mladic’s trial.

In August this year the Hague Prosecution requested the Court to divide 
the existing indictment against Mladic and hold two trials. The first trial 
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would cover the happenings in Srebrenica in July 1995, while the second 
one would refer to genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of the 
laws and customs of war committed in the period from 1992 to 1995.

Mladic’s Defence objected to this proposal, saying that the indictee’s 
rights would be violated in that way. The Hague Tribunal will render a 
decision concerning the proposal at a later stage.
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10 OCTOBER 2011

Mladic: “I Want to Live as Long 
as Possible”

During a status conference the Trial Chamber of The Hague 
Tribunal asks the Prosecution to consider which counts 

contained in the indictment against Ratko Mladic could be 
exempted.

JUSTICE REPORT

Judge Alphons Orie did not provide a detailed explanation of the Trial 
Chamber’s request concerning the indictment for crimes committed in 23 
municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Some issues related to the preparation for the trial of Mladic, former Chief 
of the Main Headquarters with the Republika Srpska Army, VRS, who is 
charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and violation of the laws 
and customs of war, were discussed at the status conference.

Mladic complained about his deteriorating health condition, but he point-
ed out that he wanted to endure and reach the truth.

“I want to live as long as possible and reach freedom. I am in the 69th year 
of my life. I have severe health problems. I shall struggle to endure. I am 
not defending myself or general Mladic. I am defending Rep ublika Srpska 
and Serbia and the entire nation,” Mladic said.

Judge Orie told him that he should focus on defending himself, instead 
of “other people, entities or organisations that are not charged by this 
Court”.

The indictee said that he suffered enormous pain from a kidney stone, 
appealing to RS and Serbia to enable doctors, who had treated him in the 
previous years, to examine him.

Mladic objected to the fact that the Defence team had not been formed 
as per his request. The judge responded by saying that the verification 
of those people was still underway. Mladic said that he did not consider 
judges and Tribunal staff members enemies, but he said that he would not 
succumb to certain pressures.

“The more pressure they put on me, the stronger I am. This morning I 
received a visitor from the French Embassy. The gentleman came and 
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we spoke in the corridor. He brought me a little bag with some materials 
in it...” Mladic said. The judge then interrupted him, telling him that he 
should speak about his health condition.

The indictment charges Mladic in two counts with genocide in Srebrenica 
and other Bosnian municipalities, the shelling and sniping campaign con-
ducted in Sarajevo and taking UN members hostages.

The Hague Prosecution requested the Court to divide the indictment 
against Mladic and hold two trials, one of which would pertain to geno-
cide in Srebrenica in July 1995 and the other one to the persecution of the 
non-Serbian population all over Bosnia and Herzegovina, crimes commit-
ted in Sarajevo and taking hostages.

The Tribunal has still not rendered a decision concerning this request. The 
indictee said, during the hearing, that he wanted the trial to go chrono-
logically.

“I am angry because you are mentioning Srebrenica. You should start from 
my arrival in Knin in 1991. I shall tell you what I know and what the truth 
is,” Mladic said.

The next hearing at which the status of Mladic’s case will be discussed is 
scheduled for November 10 this year.
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04 JULY 2011

Ratko Mladic Removed From 
Hague Courtroom

Accused war criminal Ratko Mladic was removed from a 
courtroom at The Hague on Monday after refusing to enter 

a plea and then disturbing the proceedings.

DENIC DZIDIC, ERNA MACKIC

“You are not giving me a lawyer. You are no court. You won’t even let me 
breathe,” Mladic charged, interrupting Judge Alphons Orie as he started 
reading the indictment.

Orie cautioned Mladic several times before ordering his removal. After a 
brief adjournment, he entered pleas of not guilty on military commander’s 
behalf.

While Mladic was being led from the courtroom, several victims in the 
public gallery of The Hague tribunal also protested, yelling “Your victims 
can’t breathe, either,” and calling Mladic “a killer of Bosnians and Serbs.”

Mladic, former Commander of the Main Headquarters of the Republika 
Srpska Army, VRS, was arrested in Serbia on May 26 after more than 16 
years on the run. He is charged with genocide, crimes against humanity 
and other violations of the laws and customs of the 1992-95 war in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

The 11-count indictment names, among other atrocities, the genocide 
committed in 1992 in seven municipalities in BiH, and the July 1995 mas-
sacre in Srebrenica.

Prosecutors have also charged Mladic with crimes against the non-Serb 
population in 20 municipalities in BiH, taking UN personnel as hostages 
and participating in the shelling and sniping campaign of Sarajevo which 
killed several hundred men, women and children.

Mladic was transferred to The Hague Detention Unit on May 31. Duty 
counsel Aleksandar Aleksic represented him in his first appearance before 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, on 
June 3.

During that hearing, Mladic requested additional time to familiarise him-
self with the indictment before entering his plea. He also asked to be rep-
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resented by Milos Saljic, the Serbian attorney who represented him during 
the extradition process from Belgrade, and for additional help from Rus-
sian legal expert  Alexander Mezjajev.

“I am asking for two lawyers ñ Saljic and Mezjajev,” Mladic said. “Saljic 
was a military judge. He visited me in the cell and we talked for four hours. 
I am also asking for Mezjajev to come to meet me, so the three of us and 
my son can make a draft of our defense.”

Judge Orie told the accused that the Tribunal’s Secretary was “reviewing 
the qualifications” of Saljic and Mezjajev.

Meanwhile, Aleksic told the court that Mladic had refused to cooperate 
with him, and asked to be relieved of his obligations. The request was de-
nied. Judge Orie told Aleksic that he must continue to receive all materials 
from the prosecution, and represent Mladic.

“When Mladic’s permanent counsel is named, then you, Mr. Aleksic, will 
be relieved,” the judge said. “Then you will be obligated to hand over all of 
the materials to him, so they are not lost.”
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04 JULY 2011

Bosnia Rally Spotlights War 
Victims

A rally in Sarajevo today will attempt to turn public 
attention from the trial of accused war criminal Ratko 

Mladic to the victims of the 1992-95 Bosnian war.

ELDIN HADZOVIC

While Mladic makes another appearance before the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, ICTY, in The Hague, organizers hope 
to attract thousands of people to Children of Sarajevo Square, and change 
the media focus to the continuing problems of Mladic’s victims.

“We plan to gather around 20,000 people on the city square to alert the 
Bosnian public and the world about the needs of the real victims, who are 
always put aside,” Murat Tahirovic, head of the Bosnian Camp Inmates 
Association, told Balkan Insight.

“The media, politics and public in general pay too much attention to one 
man, Ratko Mladic, who is among those most responsible for the mass war 
crimes and killings,” he added.

The group of organizers includes associations of survivors, camp inmates, 
invalid war veterans and victims’ family members who are still awaiting 
justice. They are calling on citizens from all over the country to gather  as 
living witnesses of Mladic’s actions.

Mladic, a Bosnian Serb commander, was one of the world’s most wanted 
war crimes suspects for 16 years. Arrested in Serbia on May 26, he is now 
on trial before the ICTY on charges of genocide and other crimes against 
humanity committed during the 1992-95 Bosnian war.
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08 JUNE 2011

Serbia Removes Mladic Family 
from ‘Black List’

The family of the war crimes suspect Ratko Mladic has 
been taken off the Serbia’s black list, allowing them to 

leave the country, following his arrest in May.

BOJANA BARLOVAC

The Serbian government has issued new biometric passports for the 
members of Mladic family so they can travel to The Hague to visit Mladic, 
the wartime Bosnian Serb commander who was arrested on May 26 and 
extradited to the tribunal where he faces war crimes charges.

His son, Darko Mladic, confirmed the information, which means that the 
Mladic family can now leave Serbia. Darko added that he did not know 
whether the family had been removed from the EU black list, which re-
stricts certain people from entering the territory.

“As soon as we are able to travel, we will go there,” Darko Mladic told local 
media on Tuesday.

According to daily Vecernje Novosti, the removal from Serbia’s black list 
might also allow Darko’s wife, Biljana, to return to work in the state-
owned Telekom Srbija, where she was demoted in November 2008. She 
says she lost her position because Mladic was at large.

Mladic, who was arrested after 15 years on the run, faces charges of gen-
ocide, other war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during 
the conflict in Bosnia & Hercegovina. His defence team is yet to be known.

Meanwhile, he has been moved from a detention centre hospital to the 
regular prison cell but has not yet been in contact with other detainees.

Although the last ten years of Mladic’s life remain a mystery, his future 
will be like Groundhog Day.

The former Bosnian Serb general’s home from now on will be a 
15-square-metre detention unit containing a bed with a mattress and a 
pillow, a computer without internet access, satellite TV, a notice board, 
work desk, aluminium sink and clean sheets and towels.
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The life of detainees at the ICTY’s Detention Unit, located within a prison 
complex in the Scheveningen neighbourhood of The Hague, runs accord-
ing to a strict schedule.

Cells are opened early in the morning and some detainees leave for court, 
while others start their daily routine at the unit.

Detainees are permitted to wander their individual floors, spending time 
with other detainees, watching satellite TV, reading newspapers from for-
mer Yugoslav countries, learning English, preparing their defence, play-
ing tennis or working out in the gym.

The Scheveningen unit also provides occupational therapy and spiritual 
guidance.

The floors’ residents participate in group activities, such as English lan-
guage classes or religious services.

Detainees are allowed daytime visits from family and friends and consul-
tations with their lawyers. It is still unclear, though, whom Mladic will be 
meeting.

Like all other detainees, Mladic will be able to spend an hour per day out-
doors in the fresh air. Around midday he will be locked in his cell again, in 
order to allow a shift change and for staff to take their lunch break.

Following a full medical examination carried out by Scheveningen medical 
staff, the health of Ratko Mladic, now 69 years old, will be continuously 
monitored and he will be provided with any treatment required.

The first person accommodated in the unit was Dusko Tadic, a Bosnian 
Serb wartime political figure and paramilitary, in April 1995. Since then 
more than 160 individuals have been held for different periods of time. 
The unit’s current capacity means it can hold up to 64 detainees.

Convicts, however, do not serve their sentences in this unit. They are 
transferred to a prison outside the Netherlands to serve their time.
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03 JUNE 2011

Serbians Split As Mladic Makes 
First Court Appearance

Ratko Mladic’s first appearance at the UN war crimes 
court on Friday has split Serbians, with some voicing their 
support for the indictee, and others their relief that he will 

finally face justice.

BOJANA BARLOVAC

“I am so fed up with the Mladic case that I refuse to watch any news on 
him,” Marko Dobric told Balkan Insight, adding that Mladic should have 
been arrested 16 years ago and that there is no need to make a fuss out of 
it now.

“Even though is never too late [for justice to be achieved], this is shame-
ful that Serbia arrested this man only now when Democrats desperately 
need to get EU candidacy status in order to win the next elections,” Dobric 
pointed out. Serbia’s failure to arrest Mladic had been one of the main 
obstacles on the country’s EU path.

Mladic, who was arrested in Serbia on May 26 after 16 years on the run, 
faces charges of genocide and other war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity committed during the war in Bosnia in his trial at The Hague.

In his first appearance before the court, which was broadcast live on Ser-
bian TV, he refused to enter a plea, and was given an additional 30 days 
before he will be asked again to do so.

He told the court that he was a “gravely ill man”, and repeated several 
times that he had defended his country and his people.

While many Serbians approved of the arrest of Mladic, it is clear that he 
has a strong, if small, sector of the population that supports him.

Duska Bogdanovic still can’t believe that there will be no more search ac-
tions or reports on Serbia’s cooperation with The Hague.

“It is still unbelievable and shocking for me that Ratko Mladic himself was 
sitting in a courtroom before a judge,” she told Balkan Insight, adding: “I 
am still not sure if that is really him as he doesn’t even look like himself.”
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For 62-year old Goranka Pavlovic, watching Ratko Mladic in the Hague 
was also shocking, but in a different way.

“This is a very sad moment to see someone who defended the Serbian 
people in the courtroom of that so-called international tribunal,” Pavlovic 
said.

Comments left on Serbian news websites, meanwhile, indicate some of 
Mladic’s support. “General, not a single Westerner is worth you! Hold on 
bravely, we are with you,” reads one of the comments left on the website 
of Serbian daily newspaper Vecernje Novosti.

“Mladic is a HERO, pure and simple! It was sad and infuriating to see such 
a great man, in his twilight years, humiliated on international TV!” one 
commenter posted on the website of broadcaster B92.
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03 JUNE 2011

Mladic Says He Defended His 
Country, People

War crimes suspect Ratko Mladic appeared before the UN 
war crimes court in the Hague for the first time on Friday, 

telling judges that he is a “gravely ill man”.

BOJANA BARLOVAC, LUCY SOMMO

“I defended my country and my people,” Mladic said defiantly at the end 
of Friday’s initial hearing. He repeated the phrase several times, telling 
the court that he did not “kill anyone in Libya or anywhere else” and that 
he wanted to live to see himself as a free man, before presiding Judge Orie 
cut him off.

The wartime Bosnian Serb commander appeared in the courtroom at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia three days after 
being extradited from Serbia.

Mladic, who was arrested in Serbia on May 26 after 16 years on the run, 
faces charges of genocide and other war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity committed during the war in Bosnia in his trial at The Hague.

The indictment against him includes charges for the genocide in Srebren-
ica, when more than 7,000 Bosniaks were murdered, and for the siege of 
Sarajevo, during which thousands of civilians were killed and wounded.

At the hearing on Friday, Mladic formally confirmed his identity. Judges 
asked him if he had read the indictment and if he understood the charges. 
After telling the court that he is a “gravely ill man”, he said that he had 
not had time to read all the documents given to him since he was placed 
in detention in the Hague.

After Judge Alphons Orie read aloud a summary of the indictment to Mlad-
ic, the accused told the court that he would need more than the 30 days 
allowed to consider the “obnoxious” charges levelled against him and en-
ter his plea.

He said he needed more than a month to read these “monstrous words”, 
which he said he’d never heard before.
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The chamber granted him the standard 30 days to read through the in-
dictment before he will be asked again to plead guilty or not guilty. If he 
refuses to plea, the court will enter a plea of not guilty on his behalf.

The trial went into private session for more than 15 minutes to discuss 
Mladic’s health. While no information was made public at the hearing 
about the state of his health, Mladic told the court that he did not want to 
be helped while walking.

The trial chamber that will hear Mladic’s case will include judges Alphons 
Orie, Christoph Flugge, and Bakone Justice Moloto.

Belgrade lawyer Aleksandar Aleksic was appointed as Mladic’s interim 
lawyer on Thursday, and represented Mladic during his first appearance 
before the Hague tribunal.

Aleksic, who currently defends Stojan Zupljanin, accused of crimes against 
non-Serbs in Bosnia in 1992, was appointed by the Tribunal because 
Mladic has not yet determined who will serve as his lawyer.

Mladic’s lawyer in Belgrade, Milos Saljic, maintains that his client is too 
ill to stand trial. He released a document on Thursday, whose authenticity 
has not been confirmed, that he claims shows that Mladic was treated for 
lymph node cancer in 2009 in a Serbian hospital.

Serbian officials have dismissed the claims as “complete nonsense”.
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01 JUNE 2011

Mladic To Appear in Court on 
Friday

War crimes suspect Ratko Mladic will make his first 
appearance before the UN war crimes tribunal in the Hague 

on Friday at 10am.

BOJANA BARLOVAC

Mladic was placed in an isolation cell at the Hague Tribunal’s detention 
unit on Tuesday night as he awaited medical exams before his initial ap-
pearance in front of the court.

Mladic, 69, will undergo a complete medical examination which is to be 
carried out by medical personnel of the detention unit. His health will be 
monitored continuously and he will be provided any treatment needed, the 
Tribunal said in a statement.

The wartime Bosnian Serb military commander arrived at the UN war 
crimes tribunal in the Hague on Tuesday evening after being extradited 
from Serbia. He was arrested in northern Serbia on May 26 after more than 
15 years on the run.

Mladic will face charges of genocide and other war crimes and crimes 
against humanity committed during the war in Bosnia in his trial at The 
Hague.

The date of Mladic’s first court appearance is expected to be announced 
shortly.

When he appears before the court, Mladic will be asked to formally con-
firm his identity and respond to each of the 11 counts charged against 
him. Tribunal officials will also ask him if there are any complaints about 
accommodation in the prison.

The Tribunal has said that Mladic’s detention unit meets the highest in-
ternational standards of treatment of detainees, and “is managed in a 
manner that respects the dignity and rights of detainees and provide them 
with all the necessary conditions to prepare a defence”.

The 15-square-metre detention unit is equipped with a bed with mattress 
and pillow, a computer without Internet access, satellite TV, notice board, 
desk, aluminium sink, and clean sheets and towels.
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The ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Netherlands, Miranda 
Sidran-Kamisalic, visited indictee Mladic in the Hague tribunal’s deten-
tion unit in Scheveningen, and offered him the support of the Embassy of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“I offered him our help if he needs anything,” said Sidran-Kamisalic.

Milos Saljic has said that he will serve as one of Mladic’s attorneys at the 
trial, while the other members of his legal defence team have not been 
announced.

“The names of other lawyers that will represent him are still under dis-
cussion, but it is certain that they will be lawyers who have defended oth-
er defendants at the Hague tribunal,” Saljic told local media on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Meanwhile, Serge Brammertz, Chief UN war crimes prosecutor at the 
Hague, told Serbian broadcaster RTS that Mladic’s extradition was an im-
portant moment long awaited by both victims, the Hague, and the inter-
national community.

Brammertz, who submitted a negative report on Serbia’s cooperation with 
the Hague to the UN Security Council several days before the arrest of 
Mladic, says he will give a positive assessment in his oral report before 
the UN.

“In my speech at the Security Council, although I will note a number of 
omissions, I will insist on the fact that we are very pleased because Serbia 
has fulfilled an important obligation,” RTS quoted Brammertz as saying.

Serbian President Boris Tadic said that an investigation into people who 
were involved in the protection of Ratko Mladic is ongoing.
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Ratko Mladic Extradited to The 
Hague

Ratko Mladic has arrived in The Hague and has been 
transferred to the detention unit of the UN war crimes 

tribunal.

TANJUG, BIRN

The spokeswoman at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia, Nerma Jelacic, told Balkan Insight that Mladic is now in the 
custody of the Hague Tribunal.

TV footage showed the helicopter carrying Mladic landing at Scheveningen 
prison in The Hague shortly after 9pm. He arrived in Rotterdam before 
8pm on a Serbian government plane from Belgrade.

The former Bosnian Serb military leader will face charges of genocide and 
other war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the war 
in Bosnia in his trial at The Hague. Mladic, 69, was arrested in Serbia on 
May 26 after 16 years on the run.

Earlier, Serbian Justice Minister Snezana Malovic held a press conference 
at 5:30pm to announce that he would be extradited from Belgrade.

Malovic signed the extradition order for Mladic this afternoon, the last 
step before his transfer to the UN war crimes tribunal in The Hague, after 
judges in Belgrade on Tuesday rejected an appeal against his extradition.

Jelacic told Balkan Insight that it was too early to tell how long Mladic’s 
trial would last. He will face 11 counts, she explained, but the length of 
the trial will also depend on the number of witnesses the prosecution and 
defence team choose to examine.

Mladic’s first appearance before the trial chamber would take place one or 
two days after his arrival at The Hague, Jelacic said.

“The indictment will be read to him and he will be asked to enter a plea,” 
she explained, adding that if he does not enter a plea he will be given an 
additional 30 days to do so.

If he again refuses to enter a plea after that period, then the court will note 
that he has entered a plea of not guilty.
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The Serbian judges’ rejection of Mladic’s extradition appeal on Tuesday 
was announced just hours after Serbia’s Deputy War Crimes Prosecutor 
Bruno Vekaric told news agency Tanjug that the Special Court for War 
Crimes had received the motion, and that a three-member chamber was 
set to consider it.

Mladic’s lawyer, Milos Saljic, sent the appeal against his client’s extradi-
tion by mail on Monday evening, maintaining that Mladic is too sick to be 
sent to The Hague, after a judge on Friday ruled that Mladic is fit to stand 
trial and approved the extradition.

Saljic informed the media on Monday that he had filed a request to form an 
independent team of doctors to determine the state of health of his client.

“I believe the trial will not go ahead, because I do not believe Mladic will 
see the start of that process in front of the Hague Tribunal,” Saljic told 
reporters in front of the Special Court in Belgrade.

“His health is in an alarming state; he must be examined by cardiologists, 
neurosurgeons, orthopedists, gastroenterologists,” Saljic said.

Meanwhile, Hague Tribunal spokeswoman Jelacic said on Monday that 
this wouldn’t be the first time that an indictee attempts to prove that he 
is too ill to face trial, but the court has never dropped an indictment for 
this reason.

“This would certainly not be the first time we get an indictee who is trying 
to prove he is physically or mentally unfit to follow a trial,” she said.

Mladic, who has been receiving visits in prison from his family since his 
arrest, was allowed out to visit his daughter’s grave in Belgrade early on 
Tuesday, Serbia’s Deputy War Crimes Prosecutor Bruno Vekaric confirmed 
for state broadcaster RTS.
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Ratko Mladic
Timeline of events leading up to the arrest of Ratko Mladic.

BOJANA BARLOVAC

1943

Ratko Mladic was born in the village of Bozinovici in Bosnia.

1945

His father, a military leader of the Bosnian Serbs, was killed while leading 
a partisan attack on the home village of Croatian WWII puppet state leader 
Ante Pavelic.

1961

He entered the Military Academy in Belgrade.

1965

Upon graduation, he began his career as a second lieutenant. He went on 
to command a platoon, a battalion and a brigade.

August 1989

He was promoted to head of the Education Department of the Third Mili-
tary District of Skopje.

June 1991

He became Deputy Commander of the Pristina Corps in Kosovo and soon 
after commander of the 9th Corps of the Yugoslav People’s Army, leading 
it against Croatian forces in the town of Knin.

October 1991

Mladic became Major General of the Yugoslav People’s Army which, under 
his command, fought in the Croatian war.

August 1991

He helped Croatian Serb leader Milan Martic’s paramilitary forces to be-
siege the village of Kijevo.
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April 1992

Mladic was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel General.

May 2, 1992

A month after the Bosnian Republic announced its independence, Mladic 
and his generals blockaded the city of Sarajevo, beginning the four-year 
siege of the city.

May 9, 1992

He assumed the post of Chief of Staff/Deputy Commander of the Second 
Military District Headquarters of the Yugoslav People’s Army in Sarajevo. 
The following day, Mladic took command of the Second Military District 
Headquarters of the Yugoslav People’s Army.

May 12, 1992

In response to Bosnia’s secession from Yugoslavia, the separatist Bosnian 
Serb parliament voted to create the Army of Republika Srpska, appointing 
Mladic as Commander of the Main Staff.

March 1994

His daughter, Ana Mladic, committed suicide in Belgrade with her father’s 
treasured pistol.

June 1994

Mladic was promoted to the rank of Colonel General.

July 1995

Troops commanded by Mladic occupied the UN-protected enclaves of 
Srebrenica and Zepa, killing over 8,000 Bosniak men and boys and com-
mitting the ethnic cleansing of 25,000-30,000 refugees in the Srebrenica 
area.

August 1995

The President of the Bosnian Serb Republic, Radovan Karadzic, demoted 
Mladic to the rank of advisor, accusing him of the loss of two key Serb 
towns in western Bosnia that had recently fallen to the Croats.

November 1996
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The President of the Bosnian Serb Republic, Biljana Plavsic, dismissed 
Mladic from his post although he continued receiving a pension until No-
vember 2005.

July 1995

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) ac-
cused Mladic of genocide, crimes against humanity and numerous war 
crimes.

November 1995

The ICTY expanded the charges to include genocide, crimes against hu-
manity and war crimes for the attack on Srebrenica. He was also charged 
with the taking of hostages amongst UN peacekeepers.

March 2000

He was reportedly seen in a private box, surrounded by eight bodyguards, 
at a football match between China and Yugoslavia in Belgrade.

March 2000

His professional army service was officially ended by a decree from the 
Republic of Srpska President Mirko Sarovic.

January 2002

The US General Secretary offered a five million dollar reward for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of Hague indictees Mladic and Karadzic.

June 2002

The Serbian parliament passed a law mandating cooperation with the 
ICTY.

December 2004

It was revealed in that the Serbian Army had been harboring and protect-
ing Mladic until 2004.

June 2005

Human Rights Watch calls on Serbia, the EU and NATO to fulfill their legal 
and moral obligations and hand over Mladic and Karadzic, saying that “the 
victims of Srebrenica should not have to wait another decade for justice.”

December 2005
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The Serbian Defense Ministry confirmed that Mladic received an army 
pension from Serbia-Montenegro until November 2005.

February 2006

The Romanian government, along with various foreign and domestic me-
dia outlets, reported that Mladic was arrested in Romania, close to the 
Serbian border by a joint Romanian-British special operation. ICTY pros-
ecutor Carla Del Ponte denied the rumours of Mladic’s arrest, urging the 
Serbian government to find him without further delay.

September 2006

Serbian authorities prosecuted people suspected of hiding Mladic. A web of 
his former colleagues from the Bosnian Serb Army, friends and relatives 
who had been helping Mladic was revealed along with the fact he had lived 
in a building in Yuri Gagarin Street for more than a year.

April 2006

The Serbian and Montenegrin parliament adopted the Law on Freezing the 
Assets of Hague Indictees.

May 2006

Talks between Serbia and EU were suspended after the Serbian govern-
ment failed to meet the EU deadline to hand over Mladic.

June 2006

There was speculation that Mladic had recently suffered a third stroke and 
that he had low chances of survival.

July 2006

The Serbian government adopted an Action Plan for Future ICTY Cooper-
ation.

May 2007

The Serbian nationalist NGO Serbian National Movement 1389 put up fake 
street signs in Belgrade, renaming a boulevard after fugitive Mladic. The 
street was renamed the week before in tribute to late reformist Prime 
Minister Zoran Djindjic, who was assassinated in 2003.  Several hundred 
Serbian Radical Party followers gathered in Belgrade to show their support 
for Mladic.

October 2007
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Serbia offered a reward of €1 million for information leading to the loca-
tion or arrest of Mladic.

January 2009

The Serbian National Movement 1389 put up posters naming so-called 
“true Serbs”, among them Mladic. A poll of 1,050 people in Serbia revealed 
that two-thirds of Serbs would not turn in Mladic.

June 2009

Bosnian state television broadcast several video clips showing Mladic liv-
ing freely in Serbia. The President of the National Council for Cooperation 
with the Hague Tribunal Rasim Ljajic confirmed that the footage was old 
and was handed over to the ICTY in March 2009.

June 16, 2010

Mladic’s family filed a request to declare him dead in accordance with the 
law as he has been absent for seven years

May 19, 2010

The ICTY prosecutor said he had received Mladic’s diaries from Serbia in 
May. The diaries are considered to be key pieces of evidence in several 
ongoing trials at the UN war crimes tribunal.

October 28, 2010

The Serbian government increased by tenfold a reward for information 
leading to the arrest of the most wanted war crimes suspect in the Balkans.

November 2, 2010

Serbian police searched three locations (two in Belgrade and one in Arand-
jelovac) where people close to Mladic are believed to be located.

May 26, 2011

Serbian police arrest Ratko Mladic in Serbia.

May 16, 2012

The trial against Ratko Mladic starts at the Hague Tribunal.


